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Editor’s Advertifement. 

T H E public are now going entirely to 

perceive, that it has loft Mr Rollin. 
A great part of this volume is indeed 
of his compofing : but befides, that the laft 
fragments of an author, whofe work has 
been interrupted by death, are neceffarily the 
leaft finifhed. Mr Rollin had left voids, 
which I was obliged to fill up; and before the 
end of the volume, my guide quits me, and 
I am left abfolurely to myfelf. 

Thus (a) the death of Mr Rollin, with¬ 
out being untimely or premature, is no lefs to 
be lamented by the public. And indeed it 
may be called praemature, according to Pliny 
the younger’s thoughts, who conceives (£) the 
death of every one to be fo, that meditates 
works worthy of immortality. “ For, adds 
“ he, thofe, who, devoted to pleafure, live 
“ in a manner from day to day, fee every day 
“ the accomplilhment of their reafon for de- 
“ firing to live. But as to thofe, who have 

{a) Mors qaam matura, tam vunt, vivendi caufas quotidie 
acerba. Liv. vi. 1. finiunt. Qui verd pofteros 

(b) Mihi videtur acerba cogitant, Sc memoriam fui o- 
femper Sc immacura mors eo- peribus extendunt, his nulla 
rum, qui immortale aliquid mors non repentina eft, ut qua 
parant. Nam qui voluptati- Temper inchoatum aliquid ab** 
bus dediti, quafi in diem Vi- fumpat. Plin, 1 . v. ep. 5. 
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cc pofterity in view, and to perpetuate their 
<c names by fine and ufeful works, death al- 
cc ways comes too foon for them, becaufe it 
“ always interrupts iomething began. 5 * 

It undoubtedly was not the frivolous view 
of a chimerical immortality, that engaged 

Mr Rollin. More folid and Chriftian mo¬ 
tives direded his labours. But it is true, he 
did defireto finifh his Roman History. And 
I remember, that after his fir ft illncfs in May 
1741, when I congratulated him upon his re¬ 
turn in health, and that, probably for a con- 
fiderable number of years, which I wifhed 
might extend to the longeft term of human 
. life ; he replied with vivacity, 1 Jhould be very 
firry for that . But 1 jhould dejire , if it were 
the will of God, to live long enough to compleat 
my work. 

It was not the will of God. Neither his 

willies, nor mine, nor thole of all who love 

virtue and letters, were heaid in that refpedt. 

It is as juft as necelTary to fubmit to the dif- 

pcnfations of Providence. All that I can and 

ought to do, is to endeavour, as much as in 
^ v 9 

me lies, to imitate fo dear a mafter, and fo 
excellent a model. 

I ccnfefs, that cf all the qualities that ren¬ 
der a writer admirable, there is not one, of 
. which I ihculd be fo ambitious, as that amia- 

• ble character of fimplicity, humanity, good- 
nds, and modefty, with which he wins the 

: hearts of all his readers. An author of re- 

• nown has however taken cccafion from it to 

make 
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make him feveral reproaches, which all termi¬ 
nate in that uf having had too much deference „ 

for the authority of the ancients. I fhould . 
injure Mr Rollin’s memory, if I undertook . 
to juflify him in a point he thought for his 
glory. He was far from thinking, with his J 
cenfurer, that it was neceffary to begin the 
ferious Rudy of hiftory only towards the end 
of the fifteenth century ; and confeqently, 
that not only Herodotus, but Thucydides, • 
Xenophon, Polybius, Salluft, Livy, Tacitus,.. 
and all the ancients, were to be confidered as., 
nothing. I (hall fay no more upon this fubjeft.. 
Whatever zeal I may have to oppofe the at¬ 
tacks upon Mr Roll in, I choofe rather to 
make the moderation he profefled throughout . 
his whole life, my rule : and the rather, be- 
caufe difcourie is fuperfluous, where things • 
fpeak themfelves; and the univerfal efteem of 
all the truly learned, as well as his lefs inftructed 
readers, declares loudly not his apology, but 
his praife. 

I therefore flop fhort 5 and chufe to be fi- 
lent the more willingly, as it would not be 
eafy for me to keep within certain bounds, if 
I once indulged mylelf in Ipeaking. I have 
only to apprize the reader of two things. 

The firft is, shat to avoid, as much as pof- 
fible, having Mr Rollin charged with my 

faults, I have pointed out the additions, in any 
manner confiderable, that I have inferted in 
his text ; and have taken care to mark the 
exadi place where his manufeript ends, 
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The fecond obfervation I have to make, re¬ 
lates to the reduction of the Greek and Ro¬ 
man fpecies of coin in ours. I have con¬ 
formed to Mr Roll in’s eftimate, without 

believing it abfolutely exadi, as he did not be¬ 
lieve it himfelf. It is certain, that the only 
means to have any thing exadt in this kind, is 
to make weight the rule. Nor are the learn¬ 
ed without great difference of opinions in this 
refpedh It is however the method I have 
followed, as the bed in itfelf, in my edition of 
Livy. But we have certain ideas of weights, 
when the fpecies of coin are in queftion : and 
moft readers would be out of their depth, if 
we gave them the fums in marks, ounces, 
drams, and grains. I fhall only obferve, that 
Mr Rollin’s eftimate comes nearer to ex- 
adrnets, if we compare it with what moft na¬ 
tions confider as the intrinfick value of gold and 
filver, than if we fixed it to the current value 
of thofe metals in France. 
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BOOK XXVIII. 

SECT. I. 

T I. Gracchus and Cornelia, father and mother of 
the Gracchi . Cornelia's extraordinary care of 

the education of her two forts. Similitude and dif¬ 
ference of character of the two brothers. Tiberius, 
when very young, is defied Augur . He ferves under 
Scipio in Africa, and afterwards in Spain under 
Mancinus as Shtsflor. Treaty of Numanlia the 
caufe and origin of his misfortunes . Tiberius ef 
poufes the party of the People. He is defied Tri¬ 
bune, and revives the Agrarian laws . Complaints 
of the rich againft him . Ofiavius, one of bis col¬ 

leges, oppofes his law. Tiberius endeavours to 
bring over his collegue by fair means, but ineffec¬ 
tually. He undertakes to have Ofiavius depofed, 
in which he fucceeds. Reflexion upon that violent 
proceeding of Tiberius. The law for the diftribu- 
tion of lands is paffed. Three commiflioners ap¬ 
pointed for putting it in execution. Mucius is 
fubftituted to Ofiavius . Tiberius perfuades the 

People, that defigns are formed againfl his life. 
He caufes a decree to pafsfor the diftribution of the 
eflates of Attains amongft the poorer citizens . He 
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undertakes to jufiify the depojttion of 0 flavins, and 
to have bimfelf continued in the office of Tribune. 
He is killed in the Capitol. - Reflexion-upon- that 
event. The accomplices of Tiberius condemned. * 
Seditius anfwer of Bloftus. P. Craffus is elected 
Triumvir in the room of Tiberius . Scipio Naftca 
is fent into Afta to avoid the fury of the People. 
Caius Gracchus retires. An fitter of Scipio Afri¬ 

cans upon the death of Tiberius. Cenfus. Speech 
of the Cenfor Metellus to exhort the citizens to 
marry. Fury of the Tribune Aiinius againft Me - 
tcllus. Difficulties of the diftribuiion of lands . 
Scipio declares in favour of thofe , that were in pof- 
fefficn of lands. He is found dead in his bed. His 
cbfequies. Ill-timed frugality of Tubero. Scipio's 
remotenefs from pomp. Praife of that great man. 
Caius applies bimfelf to the Jludy of eloquence,. He 
goes to Sardinia as Qitaftor. His dream.' His 
wife conautt in Sardinia. His great reputation 
alarms the Senate. Turbulent deftgns of Fulvius. 
Confpiracy [upprejfed at Fregeilce. . Caius returns 
to Rome. He ju/iifies bimfelf entirely before the 
Cenfors. He is eit lied Tribune nolwithflanding the 
oppofition of the Nobles. His praife. He propofes 
feveral laws. He undertakes, and executes feve- 
ral publick works of importance. C. Fannius is 
ilebied Conful by the intcreft of Caius. Caius is 
chofen Tribune for the fee on d time. He transfers 
the adminiftration of jujiice from the Senate to the 
Knights. The Senate, to ruin the credit of Caius , 
makes Drufus , one of his collogues, oppofe him, and 
becomes popular itfelf Caius carries a colony to 
• Carthage. Drufus takes advantage of his abfence. 
Cains returns to Rome. He changes hts habitation . 
Decree of the Conful Fannius contrary to the in¬ 
ter efts of Caius. Caius quarrels with his collogues. 

They prevent him from being defied Tribune for 
the third time. Every thing is ripe for his de¬ 
ft rue! ion. 
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ftfiuttion. *fhe Conful Opims makes, the Senate 
take arms. Lkinia exhorts her husband Caius to 
provide for his fafety . He endeavours an accom¬ 
modation ineffectually. Fulvius is killed upon mount 
Jventine * and his followers put to flight. Sad 
end of Caius . His head , upon which a price had 

been fet , is carried to Opimius. His body is thrown 
. into the Tiber. Temple ereCted to Concord. Ho - 
nours rendered the Gracchi by the People. Agra¬ 
rian laws of the Gracchi annulled. Retreat of 
Cornelia to Mifenum . Fate of Opimius'. Reflexion 
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the Dalmatians. Wdr againft the Balearians> and 
feme States of Gallia Tranfalpina . Fulvius tri¬ 
umphs flrjl over the Transalpine Gauls. Sextius 
fubjefts the Salluvions^ and builds the city of Atx. 
The Allobroges , and Arverni draw the Roman 
arms againft them. Opulence cf the latter people . 
Embaffy from the King of the Arverni to Domitius . 
The Allobroges and Arverni are defeated by Do¬ 
mitius. Great victory gained by Fabius over the 
fame people . Perfidy of Domitius in refpeCl to 

Bituitus. Roman province in the Gauls . Tro¬ 
phies ereded by the victors. Thdr triumphs. 
War againft the Scordifci. Lepidus noted by the 
Cenfors for living in an houfe o f too great a rent. 
Thirty-two Senators degraded by the Cenfors ; a- 
mongft the reft Caffius Sabaco , Marius's friend. 
Beginnings of Scanrus. Character of his elo¬ 
quence. His probity fufpeCted in matters of gain. 
He had wrote his life . His Confulfhip. He is 

elected 
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tleSei Prince of the Senate, 
tellas Macedonicus. 
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Surprizing accumulation of 
dignities in the boufe of the Metelli . 'Three veftals 
fuffer tbemfelves to be corrupted. They are con¬ 
demned. The orator Marcus Antonius involved 
in this affair , and acquitted. Temple ereded to 
Venus Verticordia. Human viblims. Carbo 
accufed by L. Graff us. Generoftty of Graff us. 
His timidity. Single occafion on which Craffus 
cppofes the Senate. C. Cato condemned for extor¬ 
tions. Scrupulous exablnefs of Pifo in refpett to a 
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BOOK XXIX. 

SECT. I. 

preamble. Abridgment of the hijlory of Maftniffa. 
Praife of that Prince. Partition of his dominions 
after his death. Char abler and great qualities of 

Jugurtha. Micipfa , fon of Majiniffa, fends Ju - 
gurtha to ferve at the fiege of Numantia. He ac¬ 
quires great repeat ion there. Scipio fends home 
Jugurtha with a letter to Micipfa , full of his 
praifes. Micipfa , at his return , adopts him . 

Being at the point of death , he exhorts his three 

fons to live in great unity. Hiempfal, the youngejl 

fon , quarrels with Jugurtha, who caufes him to 
be killed. Adherbal the eldefl , is defeated in a 
battle by Jugurtha , and takes refuge at Rome. 
Jugurtha fends Deputies to Rome , and corrupts 
the principal per fons of the Senate. The Senate 
fends Commiffwners to Numidia, to make a new 
partition of that kingdom between Jugurtha and 
Adherbal. Jugurtha attacks Adherbal, and ob¬ 
liges 
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liges him to take arms. He defeats bis brothers 
army, and bejieges him in Cirta . The Senate^ by 

their ■ Deputies , order them to lay down their arms. 
Jugurtha , notwithftanding thofe orders , continues 
the Jtege with vigour. Adherbal writes to theSenate % 
to implore it's aid. Deputies are fent to Jugurtha , 
who conclude nothing . Adherbal furrenders , W 
is murdered . is declared againft Jugurtha. 

He fends his fon as a Deputy to Rome , wia « sr- 
to jwV Italy. The Conful Calpumius ar¬ 
rives in Numidia at the head of the army. Ju¬ 
gurtha corrupts him and alfo Scaurus, and makes 
a pretended treaty with them. Calpumius returns 
to Rome, and is univerfally blamed. The Tri¬ 
bune Memmius animates the People by harangues 
aagainjl Jugurtha and his accomplices. L. Cajfius 
is deputed to Jugurtha , and perfwades him to go 
to Rome , to give an account of his conduit. Ju¬ 
gurtha arrives at Rome , and corrupts the Tribune 
C . Babius . Memmius interrogates Jugurtha 

juridically before the People. Boehms forbids him 
■ to anfwer , and breaks up the ajfembly. Jugurtha 
caufes Maffiva to be affajfinated at Rome . He re¬ 
ceives orders to quit fame and Italy , 1 1 3 

SECT. II. 

Jugurtha eludes the attacks of the Conful Albinus, 
Reftttion of Sallujl upon the prefent Jiate of Rome. 
Metellus is charged with the war of Numidia. He 
makes choice of Marius for one of his Lieutenants . 
On his arrival in Africa , his firft care is to re - 
eftablijh difcipline in the army. Jugurtha fends 
Deputies to Metellus: who engages them to deli¬ 
ver up their mafter to him. Metellus marches his 
army into Numidia with great precaution . Ju¬ 
gurtha finding himfelf amufed , refolves to defend 
bjmfelf by arms. Battle , in which that Prince 
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is defeated. He raifes a new army. Metellus ra¬ 
vages the whole flat country. Jugurtba furprizes 
part of the Roman army. Great joy at Rome for 
- the victory gained over Jugurtba. New vigi¬ 
lance of the Conful to prevent being fur prized. 
Jugurtba continues his Jkirmifhes. Metellus be - 
fleges Zama. During the winter-quarters he en¬ 
deavours to bring over Jugurtba 9 s confidents. Tbe 
King , betrayed by Bomilcar , confents to furrender 
at difcretion to the Romans. Deprived of every 
thing , he again takes up arms. Metellus is con¬ 
tinued in the command. Jugurtba prepares for 
the war. Tbe inhabitants of Vacca majfacre the 
Roman gar r if on. It is put to fire and fword by 
Metellus. Origin of tbe enmity between Marius 
and Alt Stilus. Beginnings of Marius. His birth . 
His education and character. He makes his firft 
campaigns under Scipio Africanus , and acquires 
his efieem. He is created a military Tribune \ and 
afterwards Tribune of the People. He caufes a 
law to pafs , notwitbflanding tbe oppofltion of the 
Senate. He prevents a largefs , which one of his 
Collegues is for giving tbe People. He fuffers 
two repulfes in one Day. He is cbofen Praetor 
with great difficulty , and accufed of caballing for 
that office. He marries Julia. His fortitude againfi 
pain. He is cbofen Lieutenant General by Me¬ 
tellus. His conduct in that employment. Metel¬ 
lus refufes him permiffion to go to Rome to demand 
the Confu!Jhip y Marius decries Metellus. Con- 
fpiracy of Bomilcar againfi Jugurtba difcovered. 
He is put to death. Extreme dread and trouble 
of Jugurtba. Metellus grants Marius his dif- 
charge. Marius is elected Conful. The war a- 
gainfi Jugurtba is confided to his care. Cicero's 
opinion of the means ufed by Marius for attain¬ 
ing tbe Confulfhip. Jugurtba 9 s perplexities. Bat¬ 

tle , in which be is defeated .. He retires to Tbala 3 
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and quits it foon after. The place is befieged, and 
taken by the Romans. Jugurtha arms the Ga ?- 
tuli. He engages Bocchus to declare againft the 
Romans . The two Kings march towards Cirta . 
Metellus repairs thither alfo . Grief of Metel- 
lus, he receives advice ,' that Marius is ap¬ 
pointed to fucceed him. He holds a conference with 
Bocchus by Deputies . 148 

SECT. III. 

Marias prepares every thing for his departure- 

He harangues the People. He fets out from 
Rome , and arrives in Africa . Metellus is per¬ 
fectly well received at Rome. The honour of a 
triumph is granted him . Upon an accufation of 
extortion, his judges refufe to examine the journal 
of his adminiftration. Marius begins by forming, 

. and inuring his troops for war. He befieges and 
takes Capfa, a place of importance. He befieges 
a cajlle, which was thought impregnable, and is 
almojl difcouraged by the difficulties he finds at it. 
A Ligurian climbs up the rocks, and gets to the 
top of the fort. He reafcends it again with a 
finall detachment given him by Marius . The de¬ 
tachment enters the. fort, and the place is taken . 
Sylla arrives in the camp. Birth and character 
of that famous Roman. Bocchus joins Jugurtha 
with hi* troops. They attack Marius, and have 
fome advantages at fir ft. They are afterwards 

defeated and put to the rout. Marius's care in 
marching. New battle , in which the Remans are 
again victorious. Bocchus fends Deputies to Ma¬ 
rius, and then to Rome. Marius, on the inftan- 
ces of Bocchus, fends Sylla to him. After much 
fluctuation, he delivers up Jugurtha into Sylla*s 
hands. The latter afteribes the glory of this event 
to himfelf. Marius's triumph : inferable end of 

Jugurtha . 
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Spain leaves Marius time to form his troops. Ge¬ 
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nerous afiion of Marius. He digs a ntw canal 
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man army prefents Marius with the fpoils> who 
caufes them to be fold at a very low price , Ma¬ 
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umphs jointly with Catulus . Misfortune of C<e- 
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a law , which rejlores the adminiftration of jujlice 
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mand , and his eftate is confifcated. He is after¬ 
wards excluded the Senate . He is again condem¬ 

ned by the People for plundering the gold of Tou- 
loufe . Conferences of that fentence , 222 
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Infurrefiions of the flaves in Italy , excited by Vet - 
tins the Roman Knight . Occafion of the revolt 
of the flaves in Sicily . Six thoufand revolted 

flaves chufe Salvius for their King . They form an 
army of twenty thoufand foot , and two thoufand 

horfe. 
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borfe . Another revolt of the flaws , of which 
Athenian is leader. Salvius, who had taken the 
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to a trial and acquitted. Having killed Nonius , 
he is elected Tribune for the fecond time in his 
flead . He prapofes, and pajfes a new Agrarian 
law. Vile fraud of Marius . Metellus , of all 
the Senators , refufes to take an unjujt oath. He 
is banifled. hfolence of Satiirninus. Unworthy 
conduit of Marius to inflame dmflons more and 
more. Nev) exeejfes of Saturninus. All the or¬ 
ders of the Comnmwealth mite againfl him : he 
is put to death. His memory is detefled. The 
faction of Marius prevents the return of Metel¬ 
lus. Glorious recal of Metellus. Marius quits 
Rome y to avoid being witnefs of the return of 
Metellus , 262 
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THE 

ROMAN HISTORY, 


T HIS book includes about twenty years* 

from the 619th to th*e 638th year of 

Rome, and lomething more. It con* 

tains principally the hiftory of the Gracchi, fome 
wars abroad, the mod important of which is that 
whereby the Romans form a province in the Gauls* 
and various affairs of the city. 

SECT. I. 

Hiftory of the Gracchi. 

Ti. Gracchus and Cornelia , father and mother of the 
Gracchi. Cornelia's extraordinary care of the edu¬ 
cation of her two fins. Similitude and difference of 
character of the two brothers. Tiberius, when 
very young , is defied Augur. He ferves under 
Scipio in Africa , and afterwards in Spain under 
Mancinus as Sip ceft or. Treaty of Numantia the 
caufe and origin of his misfortunes . Tiberius eft 
poufes the party of the People. He is defied Tri¬ 
bune , and revives the Agrarian laws . Complaints 
of the Rich againft him. Ofiavius , one of his col- 
Y 01. IX. B legues t 
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legua, oppofes bis law. Tiberius endeavours to 
bring ever his collegue by fair means , but ineffec¬ 
tually. He undertakes to have OUavius depofed^ 
in which be fucceeds. Reflexion upon that violent 
proceeding of Tiberius. The law for the diflribu- 
tion of lands is paffed. Three com m iff oners ap - 
pointed for putting it in execution . Mucius is 
fubflituted to OElavius. Tiberius perfnades the 
People , that defigns are formed againfl his life. 
Hecaufesa decree to pafsfor the dijiribution of the 
eftates of Attains amongfi the poorer citizens . He 
undertakes tojuftify the depofition ofORavius* and 
to have him.(elf continued in the office of Tribune. 
He is killed in the Capitol Reflexion upon that 
event. The accomplices of Tiberius condemned . 
Seditious an fuser of Blo/tus. P. Craffus is elected 
Triumvir in the room of Tiberius. Scipio Naflca 
is fent into Afia to avoid the fury of the People. 
Cains Gracchus retires. Anfwer of Scipio Afri¬ 
cans upon the death of Tiberius. Cenfus . Speech 
of the Cenfor Metellus to exhort the citizens to 
marry. Fury of the Tribune Atinius againfl Me - 
telhis. Difficulties of the dijiribution of lands. 
Scipio declares in favour of thofe> that were in pof- 
feffoi: of lands. He is found dead in his bed. His 
obfequies. HI timed frugality ofTubero. Scipio 3 s 
remotenefs from pomp. Praife of that great man. 
Caius applies bimfelfto the ftudy of eloquence. He 
goes to Sardinia as Qua ft or. His dream. His 
wife ccnduft in Sardinia. His great reputation 
alarms the Senate. Turbulent defigns of Fulvius. 
Confpiracy fuppreffed at Fregelle. Caius returns 
to Rome. He juftifies himfelf entirely before the 
Cenfors. He is elected Tribune notwithftanding the 
oppofiticn of the Nobles. His praife. He propofes 
fever a l laws. He undertakes , and executes feve- 
ral publick works of importance. C. Fannins is 

of Caius. Caius is 

chofen 
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chofen Tribune for the fecond time . He transfers 
the adminflration of juftice from the Senate to the 
Knights . The Senate, to ruin the credit of Cuius, 
makes Drufus , one of his collegues,oppofe him, and 
becomes popular itfelf Caius carries a colony to 
Carthage. Drufus takes advantage of his abfence . 
Caius returns to Rome. He changes his habitation . 
Decree of the Confttl Fannins contrary to the in¬ 
ter efts of Caius. Caius quarrels with his collegues . 
They prevent him from being elected Tribune for 
the third time. Every thing is ripe for his de* 
ftruflion. The Conful Opimus makes the Senate 
take arms. Liciuia exhorts her hujland Caius to 
provide for his fafety. He endeavours an accom¬ 
modation ineffectually. Fulvius is killed upon mount 
Aventine , and his followers put to flight. Sad 
end of Caius. His head , upon which a price had 
been fet, is carried to Opimius. His body is thrown 
into the Tiber. Temple ere fled to Concord. Ho¬ 
nours rendered the Gracchi by the People. Agra¬ 
rian laws of the. Gracchi annulled. Retreat of 
Cornelia to Mifenum. Fate of Opimius. Reflexion 
upon the Gracchi. 


T HE troubles occafioned by the Gracchi are 
a mournful epocha in the Roman Hiftory. 

Thefe were the fir ft civil contefts, that were ter¬ 
minated by violence and murder, and in which 
the blood of Romans was (lied by Romans: a fa¬ 
tal example, that was foon revived and multiplied, 
that brought on civil wars, proferiptions, and ac 
length a change of government, and the fall of a 
liberty, that no longer fubfifted, except to give ^ ra f 
the Commonwealth tyrants under the name of c^lia 

defenders. father and 

The twoBrothers, Tiberius and Caius mother of 
Gracchus, whom for brevity-fake I fhall ufually 
call the one Tiberius and the other Caius, were P | ut * n ‘ 

B 2 theGracch, 
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the Tons of Tiberius Gracchus, who, though he 
had been Cenfor, and twice Conful, and had tri¬ 
umphed as often, derived more luftre from his 
perfonal virtues, than from all his dignities. His 
merit, which (hone out early, acquired him an il~ 
iuftrious match. He married Cornelia, daughter 
of the great Scipio, HannibaFs conqueror. We 
have feen in what manner that marriage took 
place, in effect of the generofity, with which Ti. 
Gracchus, notwithftandingan antient enmity, de¬ 
clared warmly in favour of the Scipio’s, in a per- 
fecution excited againft them by the Tribunes of 
the People. 

Cornelia, after the death of her hufband, who 
taken by T£ ^ twe I ye children, applied herfelf to the care 
Cornelia °f ^ er family with a wifdom and prudence, that 
in the edu- acquired her great efteem. Plutarch tells us, that 
cation of Ptolomy King of Egypt (this muff have been Pto- 

lomy Pnyfcon) would have divided his crown 
with her, and fent to demand her in marriage 
but (he refufed it. He would certainly have been 
an hufband very unworthy of fo accomplifhed a 
fpoufe. There is no great probability in the faft. 
She loft moft of her children in her widowhood. 
She had only one daughter left, Sempronia, whom 
fhe married to the fecond Scipio Africanus •, and 
twofons, Tiberius and Caius, whom fhe brought 
up with fo much care, that, though they were ge¬ 
nerally acknowledged to have been born with the 
moft happy geniuffes and difpofitions, it was 
judged, that they were ftill more indebted to edu¬ 
cation than to nature. The anfv/er file gave a 
Campanian lady concerning them, is very famous. 
That lady, who was very rich, and ftill fonder of 
pomp and fhew, after having difplayed in a vifit 
fhe made her, her diamonds, pearls, and richeft 
jewels, afked Cornelia earneftly to let her fee her 
jewels alfo. Cornelia dextroufly turned the con- 

verfation 
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verfation to another fubjett, to wait the return of 
her fons, who were gone to the publick fchools. 
When they returned, and entered their mother’s 
apartment, fhe faid to the Campanian lady, 
pointing to them with her hand, Thefe are my 
jewels . A very memorable frying, that includes 
great inftrudtion for ladies and mothers. 

The Gracchi diftinguilhed themfelves exceed¬ 
ingly amongft the young Romans of their time, by 
the talent of fpeaking •, and it has been obferved, 
that they were indebted for it to the particular care 
their mother (a) Cornelia took to retain the beft 
mailers then at Rome about them, to teach them 
the Greek language, polite learning, and all the 
fciences. She fpoke her own tongue with great 
purity : and the language of her children argued 
it, and did honour to her, whofe maternal cares 
feemed to have had the forming of their bodies 
lefs in view, than that of their flyle. ( b ) Her 
letters are mentioned with praiie by Cicero and 
Quintilian. It is but juftice to the ladies to own, 
that they excel in the epiftolary ftyle, which ought 
to be fimple, clear, and natural, with elegance and 
delicacy. 

Cornelia had abundance of other great qualities, 
for which flie was highly refpedled. Juvenal af~ 
cribes an air of pride and haughtinefs to her, which, 
in his fenfe, took much from her merit, when he 
fays, u That a fimple citizen of Venufia was 
“ preferable as a wife, to Cornelia, the mother of 


{a) Gracchus diligentiaCor- 
neliy matris a puero dottus, 
& Grascis Iiteris eruditus.Nam 
Temper habuit exquifitos e 
Gracia magiftros, Cic. in 
Brut , 104. 

(b) Legimusepiftolas Cor¬ 
nelia* matrisGracchorum.Ap- 
paret fUios non tam in gremio 


educatos, quam in fcrmone 
matris. Id. ibidem , 211. 

Gracchorum eloquently 
multum contuIifTe accepimus 
Corneliam matrem, cujus 
do&iffimis fermo in pofteros 
quoque eft epiftolis traditus. 
Quintil. 1, 1. 
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the Gracchi, if the latter, with great virtues, 
brought along with her an haughty brow, and 
was tor reckoning the triumphs of her family 
into her portion. 35 

Malo Verufwam , qiurn te, Cornelia , mater 
Grac:hcrum> fi cum magnis Z'irtutibus offers 
Grande fupercilium,& mm eras in dote triumphes. 

Sitfiiiitu.it We mull: return to her children. Through the 
and refemblance of thefe two brothers in refpedt to 

T chaStr cou age, temperance, liberality, and magnanimity, 
cfWt ° me evident differences were however obferved. 
brothers. Firft as to feature, look, walk, and all motions, 
Plat. Tiberius was calmer and more compofed, Caius 

more warm and vehement *, fo that when they 
fpoke in publick, the former always kept in the 
fame place, with a grave and fedate countenance; 
the other was the firft of the Romans who intro¬ 
duced morion in the tribunal, going from one 
fide to the other, and ufmg ftrong and violent 
geftures. This diverfity was alfo obferved in the 
character of their eloquence, which was extremely 
warm and vehement in Caius, and in Tiberius 
mild, and fitter to move companion. The dic¬ 
tion of the latter was pure and extremely elabo¬ 
rate ^ that of Caius free and bold. The fame 
difference was obvious again at their tables, and in 
their common expences. Tiberius was fimple and 
f.ugal: Cairn, in comparifon with other Romans, 
was fober and temperate; but with his brother, 
he fee me d to give into the new tafte for pomp and 
magnificence. 


Their manners were no lefs different in all other 
rcfpects. Tiberius was mild, moderate, and po¬ 
lite*, Caius rough, violent, paffionare, abandoning 
himfeif in his harangues to exceffive gufts of an¬ 
ger, which he could not keep in, and to terms 
and tones of voice, that fuited fuch emotion^. 

i To 
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To '(fi) remedy this inconvenience, whenever he 
fpoke in publick, he had a fervant behind him 
with a pipe, who when he perceived by the.tone 
of Caius’s voice, that he grew over vehement, 
and abandoned himfelf to his fire, he founded a 
foft note upon his inftrument, which brought back 
the orator to a lefs vehement pronunciation. On 
the contrary, when his utterance grew weak and 
languid, the fame mufician touched an higher and 
more lively note, which, to ufe the expreffion, 
awakened and re-animated him. (b) It was a 
very extraordinary thing that Caius, in a publick 
affembly, in the midft of the turbulent adtions, 
that fpread terror amongft the Patricians, and in 
which he had every thing to fear for himfelf, 
fhould hear the fervant, that founded the pipe, 
and raife or lower his voice, according to the note 
given him. 

Tiberius was nine years older than his bro-Plut. 
ther. Hence it was, that there was a confiderable 
fpace of time between their entrance into publick 
affairs. And this, as Plutarch obferves, contri¬ 
buted moft to the ruin of all their undertakings 
and defigns; becaufe they did not flourifh toge¬ 
ther, and could not unite their power, which 
would have become very great, and perhaps irre- 
fiftible in effedt. 

Tiberius, almoft as foon as he affumed the robe Tiberius, 
of manhood, acquired fo much reputation and wbilft 
efteem, that he was thought worthy of being 


(a) C. Gracchus — quoties tus aftionis att.entum hujufce 
apudpopulum concionatuseft, temperamenti jeftimatorcm 
fcrvumpoftfemuficasartispe- cffe non patiebatur- VaL 
ritum habuit, qui occulte e- Max. viii. 10. Vide Cic. de 
burnea fiftula pronunciationls Orat. iii. 225. 
ejus modos formabat, aut ni- ( 6 } Hare eicura inter turbi- 
mis remiflos excitando, aut diffimas a&iones, vel terrenti 
plus jufto concitatos revocan- optimates, vel timenti, fuic. 
do ; quia ipfum calor & impe- QuintiL 1. 8. 
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defied into the college of Augurs, much more 
upon account of his virtue than on that of his high 
birth. And Ap. Claudius, who had been Conful 
and Cenfor, and was aftually Prince of the Senate, 
to unite him to his family, of which he was very 
delirous, gave him his daughter in marriage. He 
ferved in Africa under Scipio, who had married 
his lifter: and, as he lived with him, he had a 
nearer opportunity of ftudying that great model, 
fo capable of exciting his emulation. Pie took 
the advantage of it, and gave proofs of his valour 
and good condufL He had the glory of being 
the fir ft who mounted the wall of Carthage. His 
good nature, and engaging manners, acquired the 
love of the troops, and when he quitted the army, 
he was highly regretted by every body. 

When he was Quseftor, he had Spain for his 
province •, and the unfortunate Mancinus for his 
General, whofe difgrace gave Tiberius occafion to 
augment his own reputation, in Ihewing not only 
his aftivity and underftanding in publick affairs, 
but a refpect, which would not fuffer him ever to 
forget what he owed his Conful, whilft Mancinus 
himfelf, under the load of his misfortunes, almoft 
forgot who he was. We have feen what confi¬ 
dence the Numantines repofed in him, and in 
what manner he concluded a treaty with them, 
which faved the Roman army : a fatal event to 
Tiberius, which, as we (hall fee, proved thecaufe 
and origin of ail his misfortunes. 

This treaty was received and interpreted diffe¬ 
rently at Rome, according to diverfity of interefts. 
arJtrivin The relations and friends of thofe, who had ferved 
all hu in this war, when Tiberius returned to Rome, 
vz: f CT ‘ affembJed in crowds about him, crying out, that 

they were obliged to him alone for the lives of 
twenty thoufand citizens; and imputing all that 
was ihameful in the treaty to the Genera]. On 

another 
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another fide, thofe who confidered the peace he 
had made as (hamefui and unworthy of the Ro¬ 
mans, (and thefe were the perfons of the greateft 
power and authority in the Senate) were on this 
occafion for following the example of their an- 
ceftors, who, in a like cafe, fent back to the 
Samnites not only the Generals, but all thofe who 
had any (hare in the treaty of Caudium, Quasftors, 
Tribunes and other officers^ thereby making all 
the odium of violated oaths and breach of' faith 
fall upon their heads. The fame did not take 
place on this occafion. The people decreed, that 
only the Conful Mancinus fhould be delivered up 
to the Numantines, and exempted all the reft from 
punifhment in favour of Tiberius. 

Proud of this kind of viftory over the Senate, Tiberius 
and angry, that their body had declared again fiattaches 
him, (a) he renounced the party of the Old and bimfelfto 
the Great, to whom his father had always adhered, 
and gave himfelf up entirely to the People, ftudy-^. * 
ing to pleafe them by every means, in order to 
weaken and ruin the credit of thofe, whom he 
confidered as his enemies. For this purpofe he con¬ 
ceived a method, which, far from having any thing 
odious in it, feemed only the effect of his zeal for 
juftice and the publick good, and might really 
have been fo to a certain degree. 

On the firft occafion I had to fpeak of the A -y 9 i. j. 
grarian laws, I faid, that it had been a cuftom 
v/ith the Romans from the earlieft times, when 
they had conquered a neighbouring people, tocon- 

(s) Ti. Graccho invidia rum virum a gravitate patrum 
Numantini foederis, cui ferien- defcifccrc coegit. De liarufp . 
do, qurftor C. Mancini Cos. re/p . 43. 
cum eflet, interfuerat etin eo Ad quem [Tribunatum] ex 
fcedere improbando Senatus invidia foederis Numantini 
feveritas dolori et timori fuit: bonis iratus accelTerat. Brut „ 
iftaque res ilium fortem & da- 103. 


fifcate 



10 


Hijiory of the Gracchi. 

fifcate pare of their lands, and annex them to the 
territory of the Commonwealth. Some of thefe 
lands were fold: others were diftributed amongft 
the poor citizens, who were fent thither in colo¬ 
nies: and fome were let for the ufeof the publick. 
By this regulation the Commonwealth provided 
for the fubfiftance and multiplication of her citi¬ 
zens. But in procefs of time the Great and Rich 
poffcffed themfelves of almoft all thefe lands, that 
were originally the States, either by purchafe, or 
by having fuch adjudged to them on account of 
paying a greater quit-rent, on which fmall ones 
Vd. II. had been laid; or laftly, by violence. Several 

regulations had been made to put a (top to thefe 
ufurpations. The Tribunes Sextius and Licinius 
had paffed a law, by which it was prohibited to 
poffefs more than five hundred acres of land. But 
avarice, induftrious to invent new methods for 
eluding the force of laws, had always broke thro* 
thefe feeble barriers. The Rich at firft caufed 
thefe lands to be cultivated by the people of the 
country, who were free: but as thefe free farmers 
were often obliged, in time of war, to carry arms, 
and to fufpend the cultivation of land j inftead of 
natives of the country they employed (laves, who 
did them much more fervice, and from thence 
their number increafed infinitely : but that of the 
fubjects of the Commonwealth diminiflied in pro¬ 
portion \ and it is eafy to conceive what a misfor¬ 
tune this was to the State. 

Eat Tiberius had been an eye-witnefs of this, and 

was fenfibly concerned, when in eroding Tufcany 
on his way to Numantia, he faw the lands lie de¬ 
fart, and found no other hufbandmen, herdfmen, 
and fbepherds on them, but (laves from foreign 
countries, who were exempt by their condition 
from ferving in war. 


P. Mu- 
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L. Calpurnius Piso Frugi. Ant.c.133. 

When Tiberius was elefted Tribune of the 
People, he undertook to reform this diforder, and 
to reinftate the poor citizens in the poffeffion of 
the lands, of which they had been deprived, by 
reviving the law Licinia, of which I have juft 
fpoke above. Cornelia his mother, who perpe- 
tually reproached her two Tons with palling their 
Jives in obfcurity, and not diftioguifhing themfelves 
by any fignal aftions, and that the Romans called 
her Scipio’s mother-in-law , and not the mother of the 
Gracchi , ftrongty urged him to propofe that law. 

But what (till more determined him to do fo, was 
the People, who by written papers affixed to por¬ 
ticos, walls, and tombs, exhorted him every day 
to take upon him their defence'againft the merci- 
lefs Rich. He however did not think proper to 
refolve upon it without taking counfel. He com¬ 
municated his defign to fome perfons, who were 
confidered as the principal citizens of Rome for 
reputation and virtue. Of this number were 
Craffus, who was afterwards Pontifex Maximus , 
the lawyer Mucius Scaevola then Conful, and Ap- 
pius Claudius, father-in-law of Tiberius. 

One would think, fays Plutarch, that a milder 
and more humane law was never propofed againft 
fo great an injuftice, and fo enormous an ufurpa- 
tion. For inftead of expelling with fhame thofe 
greedy poffcffors of others effaces from the lands 
they held, contrary to the laws, and fentencing 
them to make reftitution of all the gains they had 
unjuftiy made from them, it only ordained, that 
they ffiould quit them after having received from 
the publick the price of the lands they poffdTed, 
ancj that the citizens, whofe circumftances required 

relief, 
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a.r. 619. relief, fhould enter upon them in their ftead. It 
I33 ‘appeared to the People, that the Rich ought to be 
plaint of perfe&ly fatisfied, that no penalty was laid upon 
the Rich them for the paft; and that no more was required 
cgainf 0 f them, than to fuffer thofe they had deprived 
V p'civii.of their eftates to re-enter upon them. But the 
l lm Rich were far from thinking in the feme manner. 

They reprefented, that thele lands were eftates, 
which had been in their families from immemorial 
time-, that they had built upon them, had plant¬ 
ed them, and that the tombs of their forefathers 
were upon them; that they were fortunes divided 
amongft brothers, or that the portions of wives 
had been laid out in purchafmg them *, that they 
had been given to children in marriage: or laftly, 
that money had been borrowed upon thefe lands, 
which were mortgaged for the payment of their 
debts. Thefe were undoubtedly great difficulties, 
and give room to think, it was with reafon, that 
Lslius, who in hisTribunefhip had the fame idea 

of this matter as Tiberius, dropt it, and by that 
circumfpedtion acquired the furname of the Wife , 
which has done him fo much honour with pofte- 
rity. The Rich in confequence were juffly alarm¬ 
ed, rofe up againft the law, and even went fo far 
as to attack the perfon of the Legiflator; endea¬ 
vouring to perfuade the people, that Tiberius pro- 
pofed.this new partition of lands only to excite 
great troubles in the Commonwealth, and to in¬ 
duce commotions and confufion. 

They got nothing by all their outcries and 
complaints. Tiberius bore them down irrefiftibly-, 
and as he maintained a caufe, that feemed entirely 
juft and honeft, with an eloquence capable of 
carrying an unjuft and diflioneft one, he made 
himftlf terrible to his opponents, when in an af- 
icmbly of the whole People round the tribunal of 

harangues, he came to urge the moft fpecious and 

popular 
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popular reafons in favour of the Poor, which could A - 6r g - 
not fail of being applauded in an audience fomuch Ant,C,333 ‘ 
intereded in approving them. The wild beafts y 
faid he, that r 6 am in the mountains and forefts of 
Italy , have each their hole and den to retire toy hut 
brave Romans , who fight andexpofe their lives 
for the defence of Italy , enjoy only the light and air 
of the heavens., of which they cannot be dive tied> 
and poffefs neither houfe nor cottage to fhelter them 
from Ihe injuries of the weather . Without homes , 
without retreat , they wander about in the very heart 
of their country with their wives and children like 
miferable exiles. Their Generals in battles exhort 
them to fight for the tombs of their fathers and their 
houfhold gods: and yet amongjl all this great multi¬ 
tude of Romansy there is not one , who has either a 
paternal altar or tomb of his anceftors . They go to 
wary and die only to fupport the luxury , and to in - 
creafe the riches of others *, and yet fome do not blujh 
to call them the lords and majiers of the univerfe y 
when in reality they have not a fingle inch of land in 
their pojfefion. 

To thefe words, which he pronounced with a 
kind of enthufiafm, that (hewed (a) they came 
from his heart, and that he was fenfibly touched 
with the misfortunes of the People, there was not 
a (ingle perfon of his adverfaries, that dared to 
make the lead reply. The inconveniencies attend¬ 
ing the ruin of the fortunes of the bed families of 
Rome and Italy, might undoubtedly have affefted 
minds capable of reafon and reflexion. But a 
multitude, allured by the hope of commodious 
and agreeable fettlements, and prejudiced by fuch 
arguments, as we havejudfeen the eloquent Tri¬ 
bune enforce, were abfolutely deaf to the drongeft 
reafons, that could have been urged to the con- 

(a) Scias (entire eum quse djcit. Quinlil. 

trary. 
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trary. Accordingly the Rich renounced the 
thoughts of anfwering Tiberius, and applied to 
M. O&avius, one of his collegues, a young man 
grave in his manners, full of moderation and pru¬ 
dence, and befides a particular friend of Tiberius, 
Odavius in confequence, out of confideration for 
him, at firft refufed to oppofe his decree. But, as 
mod of the great perfons of Rome prefled and 
conjured him to fecond them, at length, in a man¬ 
ner carried away by their importunity, he rofe 
up againft Tiberius, and oppofed his law. Now 
the oppofition of a Angle Tribune put a flop to 
every thing, and as long as it fubfifted nothing 
farther could be done. 

Tiberius, exafperated by thisobftacle, withdrew 
this law, in which, as we have obferved, he had 
kept within the bounds of moderation, and pro- 
pofed another of greater feverity againft the Rich, 
and therefore more agreeable to the People. It 
decreed, That all tbofe who pojfejfed more lands than 
the ancient laws allowed, Jhould quit them immediate¬ 
ly , without mentioning any allowance or fatif- 

facticn. 

Warm difputes palled everyday in the tribunal 
between him and Odtavius. But though both 
fpoke with the utmoft vehemence, neither faid 
any thing injurious of the other, nor did they fuf- 
fer the leaft word to efcape them in their anger, 
that could be taxed with indecency : fuch force has 
a good education to keep the mind of man within 
the bounds of wifdom and moderation ! 

Tiberius apprehending, that Oftavius might be 
actuated by private views of intereft, becaufe he 
was pofleffed himfclf of a confiderable number of 
the lands dependent on the Commonwealth, in 
order to induce him to renounce his oppofition, of¬ 
fered to indemnify him out of his own fortune, 
though himfclf was none of the richeft. Oftavius 

did 
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did not accept this offer. Tiberius then, to (hake 
the conftancy of his adverfaries, paffed a decree, 
by which he prohibited all magiftrates to exercife 
their functions, till the people fhould have delibe¬ 
rated upoh the laws. He even fhut the gates of 
Saturn’s temple, where the publick treafure was 

kept, and fealed up the locks, that the Quaeftors 

or Treafurers might take nothing out, nor bring 
nothing into it •, and laid great fines upon fuch of 
the Pr^tors, as fhould refufe to obey this decree. 

In confequence, all the magiftrates without excep¬ 
tion, not to incur that penalty, abandoned their 
miniftration, and fufpended their fundtions. What 
an enormous power was this in a Republican State, 
which in the hands of a young man of thirty, can 
thus, with a few words, interdidl all other ma¬ 
giftrates ? 

In the mean time, the day fixed for the afiem- 
bly arrived. But when Tiberius was for fending 
the people to give their fuffrages, the Rich had 
carried off the urns which held the ballots for 
voting. This circumftance occafioned a great 
confufion, that might have had very fatal confe- 
quences. Manlius and Fulvius, perfons of Con- 
fular dignity, threw themfelvesat the feet of Ti¬ 
berius, conjured him to prevent the dreadful in- 
conveniencies, into which he was hurrying, and 
prevailed upon him to go and confult with the Se¬ 
nate. He repaired to it immediately. But feeing u e un 
thatauguft body determined nothing, on account takes to de- 
of the Rich, who had mod credit and 
in it, he formed a refolution, that was w 
difapproved by all perfons of worth, which was^^^' 
todepofe O&avius from his office of Tribune, 
defpairing of ever being able to pafs his law by 
any other means. 


authority p°Je08a- 

eenerallv^ ani 




However, 
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a.r. 619. However, before he proceeded to that extre* 

**~ c ' 1}r mity, he tried gentle methods. He defired Odla- 

vius, in the prefence of the whole affembly, and 
ufed the moft affefting terms he could conceive, 
fqueezing his hands, and conjuring him u to 
44 depart from his oppofition, and to afford the 
“ People this grace, who demanded nothing but 
tc their right, and in obtaining it, would receive 
“ but a flight reward for the many pains, fatigues, 
Ci and dangers, they had fuftained for the Com- 
“ monweaith.” Octavius perfifted ftiffly in his 
refufal; upon which Tiberius manifefted his de- 
fign. We are , faid he, two collegues perpetually and 
diametrically oppoftte to each other , upon an affair of 
the great eft importance . I fee but one means of ter¬ 
minating the difpute \ which is> that one of us be de¬ 
prived of his office. I fubmit myfelf to this fir ft. 
Octavius may bring what relates to me into deli her a* 
ticn. For my part) if the People decree it, 1 will 
ivfiantly defend a private per[on from the tribunal . 
Oclavius being far from accepting fuch a propofal \ 
Well then, refumed Tiberius, tomorrow I will pro- 
pofe the depofing of QRavins to the people , The peo¬ 
ple (trail decide, whether a Tribune , who obftinately 
oppofes their inter efts , ought to continue invefted with 
a charge , that he received only for their protection . 

The next day, the People beingaffembled, Ti¬ 
berius mounted the tribunal, and again endeavour- 
red, by the mod gentle perfuafions, to bring over 
Octavius. But finding him {till inflexible, he pro¬ 
posed the decree for depriving him of his office, 
2nd fent the People to give their fuffrages. Thirty- 
five Tribes were prefent. Seventeen had already 
given their voices againft O&avius, and only 
one-was wanting to form the majority for depofing 
the Tribune, when Tiberius ordering them to 
flop, began again to intreat him, embraced him 
tdore tne whole People, and fpared no kind of 

careffes *, 
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carefles •, imploring and conjuring him not to ex-** R * 6l ^ 
pofe himfelf to fuch an affront, as to be divefted m ' ’ I3:> 
of his charge by the People, and not to draw 
upon him the reproach of having been the author 
of fo rigorous a proceeding. 

Oftavius could not hear thefe in (lances without 


being moved and fofcened. He fhed fome tears, 
and kept filence during a confiderable time, as if 
deliberating upon the choice he (hould make. But 
at length, having call his eyes upon the Rich, and 
thofe who poffeffed lands, who were around him 
in great numbers, he feemed to be afhamed of 
breaking the promife he had made them ; and 
turning towards Tiberius, he declared with a rclo- 
lute tone, that he might act as he thought Jit . 

Accordingly, the decree for depofing him be¬ 
ing paffed, Tiberius ordered one of his freedmen 
to pull him down from the tribunal 5 for he em¬ 
ployed his freedmen as officers. Thiscircumftance 
llill added to the indignity Oftavius fuffered. The 
People, however, far from being moved with it, 
already prepared to fall upon him, when the Rich 
ran in to his aid, and oppofe the fury of the mul¬ 
titude. Oftavius eicaped with great difficulty j but 
one of the mod faithful of his (laves, who kept 
continually before him to defend him, and ward 
off the blows, had both his eyes beat out. Tibe¬ 
rius hearing the tumult, and being informed of 
what had juft happened, was extremely lorry for 
it, and made all poffible hafte to prevent the com 
fequences. 

All that Tiberius had done hitherto, had at lead Reflexion 


the appearance of juftice. But by an unexampled u P on this 
proceeding, to depofe a magiilrate, whofe perfon 

was facred and inviolable, only for ufing a right fTibvhu 
annexed to his office, was an aft, that inftantly 
gave every body difguft. It is evident, that Ti¬ 


berius thereby entirely enervated the authority cf 

Vol. IX. C the 
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a* R.6iq. theTribunefhip, and deprived the Commonwealth 

C, i*~ x 

of a refource infinitely ufeful in times of trouble 
and divifion. For, as (a) Cicero obferves, could 
it often happen, that the whole college of Tri¬ 
bunes lhould be fo much corrupted and defperate, 
that not one in ten of them fhouid think with rea- 
fon, and be well inclined ? Now the oppofitionof 
but one of them fufficed to fruftrate the malignity 
of the other nine. This right of opposition was 
therefore the refuge of the Commonwealth *, and 
Tiberius, in annihilating it, gave the State a mor¬ 
tal wound. But this was not at all 5 for he hurt 
himfeif extremely. He gave his enemies an han¬ 
dle: he cooled the affection and zeal even of his 


own party, who had the higheft refpedt and ve¬ 
neration for the power of the Tribunefhip, and 
could not without grief fee it impaired and de¬ 
graded. (b) Accordingly, this violent proceeding 
of Tiberius was deemed the principal caufe of his 
deftrudtion. We (hall foon fee what he will fay 
in his own juftification. But fadts, as well as rea- 
fon and juftice, declare againft him. 

<j' c{ ; azv After the depofing of Octavius, no farther ob- 
for the dif- ftacle, that could prevent the paffing of the law, 
trihut izncf remained. It was received, the difiribution of the 

} J ' 

ianpu j an( j s decreed, anc j three CommifTioners, or Tn- 

^Tbne unrdri 9 appointed to make enquiry and diftribute 
Cimmijis- them. Thefe were Tiberius himfeif, his father- 


rers are in-law Appius Claudius, and his brother Caius, 

C ^ en ver y more C ^ an twent y y ears °f a g e > 

£a -ccJiss. anc ^ a & ua lty ferving under Sdpio at the fiege of 

Numantia. The People believed it incumbent 
uponthemtochoofe none but perfons, upon whom 


(*) Quod enim eft tam def- (£) Quid ilium aliud percu- 
peratum Collegium, in quo lit, nifi quod poteftatem in¬ 
nemo e decern lana mente fit ? tercedendi Collegse abroga- 
DtLeg. iii. Z4. vit l Cic, ibid. 

they 
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they could entirely rely, for the execution of a 
law, in which they were fo much intcrefted. A '“‘ C ' l3j * 
All this palled quietly enough ; nobody daring Mucius is 
to oppofe Tiberius further. The election alfo of fuhflstuted 
a Tribune to fucceed Oftavius was at his difcre- /0 oaavt ' 
tion. He did not take a perfon of note, but one 
of his clients, called Mucius, whom his recom¬ 
mendation fer/ed inftead of merit. 

The Nobility, notwithftanding, who retained 
the warmed refinement againd him, and dreaded 
the increafe of his power, did him all imaginable 
affronts in the Senate. Upon his demanding to 
be fupplied with a tent at the publick expence, as 
was the cuftom, in order to his ufing it for in¬ 
camping, whilfl he was employed in this dlftribu- 
tion, they refufed it him, though it had always 
been granted even to per Ions, who were lent to 
execute much fmaller commi [lions. 

They went fan her, and orden: 1 A- ^ for hisex- 
pences only nine oboli a clay, th.r is a de^a r ’.'ts and 
an half, about eight-pence deriinp. This ill treat¬ 
ment was promo : ed by * P. Naira, wlv» publick- 
ly declared himf.if hit r,:my. He t • fffffed 

many or the publick I an. is, and was extremely 

monibed with being forced to give rh*m i:p. 

All thell: difficulties only exa'peratec! the Peo- Tiberius 
pie moie and more. He was told, that his d -fenders perfuades 
had every thing :o fear from tlv* violence and ha- 
tree! of the Rich. Tiberius, on the occafion of formed 
the fudden death of one of his party, who was againjikis 
fufpefted to have been poifoned, either feigned to hf e - 
be, or actually was, in fear for hit life. He put 

and carrying his children to the 
forum, he recommended them to the People, and 
conjured them to preferve thole young unfortunates 
and their mother, as defpairing of being able to ~~ 


on mourning, 


* He had been Conful in 614 , under which year ws b 
fy'ktn of him. 


ave 
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6 ~ *" ave ^' lSOWn hfe, an d expecting nothing but death. 

* It iscafy to conceive, how much fuch a fight was 
capable of moving the multitude. 

He can (a About this time, Attalus Philometor, the laft 
a dec-t: to King of Pergamus, being dead, his will was 

the dijin brought t0 Rbrne, by which he had appointed 
but ion of ^e Roman People his heirs. As foon as it had 
the efiate: been read, Tiberius took hold of the occafion, 

and propofed a law, importing, That all the ready 

‘poorociti- mcne y ar lf irj Z from that prince's ejlates> fhould be 
zem. distributed among the poor citizens , in order that 

they might have wherewith to jurnijh their new pofr 
ffftons, and to provide tkemfelves with the tools ne- 
ceffary in agriculture. He added, That as to the 
cities and territories that formed the dominions of 
Attalus, it was not the right of the Senate , but of 
the People , to decree in refpefl to them . 

Thus Tiberius fpared the Senate in nothing, at¬ 
tacking the authority of their whole body, after 
having Ihaken the fortunes of almoft all the mem¬ 
bers that compofed it. In confequence he was 
expofed to a thoufand invectives, and reproaches 
from the Great, and thofe in their intereft. But 


the rudeft attack he had no fupport, was from one 
Annies, a man by no means comparable to him 
either by birth, talents, or manners *, but one, 
who in altercations was fingularly happy in per¬ 
plexing his adversaries with captious queftions, or 
keen and witty repartees. This Annius had the 
boidnefs to call up..n Tiberius to confefs, that he 
had violated a magiftrate, whofe perfon wasfacred. 
The incenfed Tribune immediately fummoned an 
•affembiy of the People, brought Annius before it, 
and prepared to accufe him. But the latter, per¬ 
ceiving how much overmatched he was, had re- 
courfe to what conftituted his ftrength. He afleed 
Tiberius’s permifiion to put one queftion to him. 
Tiberius contented, and the whole People kept 

fiience. 

9 
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filence. Annius then faid thefe few words: Ton 
are for taking revenge of me. Suppofe I implore the ' ^ 

aid of one of your Collogues. If he takes me under 
his protection , and in conference you are enraged , 
will you deprive him of the Tribunefhip ? Tiberius, 
on this queftion, was fo much difconcerted, that 
though of all mankind he was the mod capable of 
ipeaking without preparation, and the boldeft and 
mod determinate of haranguers, he remained 
mure, did notanfwer a fmgle word, and difmiffed 
the affembly dire&ly. 

He fully perceived, that of all he had done in Tiberius 
his office, nothing had drawn more odium upon"«^^ 
him than the depofing of Oftavius, and that the^AAA 
People themfelves were fhocked at it. Upon this^ 
fubjeft he made a long fpeech, of which Plutarch tavius. 
repeats fome ftrokes, to ffiew the great force of his 
eloquence, and his addrcfsin reprefenting things, 
in favourable colours. It were to be wifhed, that 
we had thefe fragments in Latin. 

He fays, That the perfon of the Tribune was only 
facred and inviolable, becaufe he was the man of the 
people , andfacred by condition for their protebiion and' 
defence. But , added he, if the Tribune departing 
from his deflination, does the People injury , injleadof 
protebiing them ; if he weakens their power , and 
prevents them from giving their f iff rages ; in fuch 
cafe he deprives himfelf of the rights and privileges, 
that have been granted him , becaufe he docs not do 
the things , for which alone they were conferred upon 
him. For other wife, it would follow, thatwefhould 
fuffer a Tribune to dejlroy the Capitol , and burn our 
arfenals: in that cafe he would be a Tribune, a bad 
one indeed , but however JliU a Tribune. Whereas, 
when he deftroys and fubverts the authority ami 
power of the People , he is no longer a Tribune. 

C 3 
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a. r : 619. // it n c‘ -v age, that a Tribune Jhould have right , 

-bent. :o drag a Co-fid to prifon, and 

that il. : l c. r . : pould net have that cf divefting a 
Trilu:.: :;i:J -pee, when be makes no ufe of it, but 
cg-in 10 \ i woo r ave it him ? For the People equally 
cbu'e both Co\!u! and Trd une. 


r 


legal power, ifides including in iiftlf all the au- 
thcruy Ciibga~s.iT fi the ether megfirates, that are 
delegated from it, ex. as ad jo confer sued to the gods by 
the moji/acred ceremonies, and the mojl auguft facri - 
fees. Rome less ever did not fail to expel Tarquin 
on account eg his injuries . The guilt of a Jingle man 
was thecau/e, that that power, the most ancient of 
this empire, and which bad given birth to Rome , 
was utterly abclijhed. 

V/hat is there more facred and venerable in Rome 
than the virgins, who continually watch the facred 
fire ? Eut, if one of them happens to commit a 
crime, Jke is buried alive without mercy. For, in 
finning against the gods, they no longer retain that 
inviolable character, which they fclely have on the 
account cf the gods. In like manner, when a Tri¬ 
bune tranfgrejfes agair.fi the People, it is no longer 
just th. t be Jkould retain a char alter, which he has 
fslcly r calved for the fake of the People : for he him- 
ftif defer.ys ike povc \ tow bub he ewes his whole 
force an. t authority, in confquence, if he wasjuftly 
eLcl. d Triune, w hen the majority of the Tribes gave 
him heir fuffrages, with bow much more reafon and 
juft ice is he deprived of his office, when all the 
Tribes have ui.udihcvjly given their votes for de- 
g efiKg h :;;;. 

Ttr: ,:r- r.c F rgs fo facred and inviolable, as 
the . re .. ;1 era, operated to the gods. How- 
ev ■: -; - reap-: v rated the People from ufing them, 

]rcs. changing .i^.r place, and Iran/porting them 
wh.her they ;b::yb; fit. It is therefore allowable 
for them do with ike Tribune fiat what they do with 

the 
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the mo ft ftacred things , and to 
‘ theypleafe . 

And laftly , a certain proof , /to /to office is not 
inviolable , abfolutely [peaking^ nor removeable , /V, 
that thofe on whom it has been conferred , have laid 
it down of themfelveSj and have defined to be dif- 
charged from it. 

With thefe fpecious reafons Tiberius endeavou¬ 
red to cover his violence: weakpretexts, like two- 
edged weapons, tending to reduce every thing to 
the law of the ftrongeft •, as that of the two Tri¬ 
bunes, who fliould have moft credit and power, 
would never want plaufible infmuations, that his 
adverfary attacks the rights of the people. 

The time for eledling new Tribunes approach- Tiberius 
ing, both ikies fpared no pains in canvafling, the endeavours 
one, that fuch might be chofcn as favoured th ^ to fave 
Rich, the other, to continue Tiberius in office, 

The latter even intended to have his brother Caius inibekru 
appointed his collegue, and his father-in-law A p-bune/bip, 
pius declared Conful •, believing thefe the foie Di °. 
means for fucceeding in his enterprises. HePim. 
therefore endeavoured to conciliate the favour of 
the People more than ever by new laws, and re¬ 
trenching by all methods the authority of the Se¬ 
nate, rather out of a fpirit of contention and 
vengeance, than through any regard for jufticeand 
good government. He propofed a law for 
abridging the time of ferving in the field* for efta- 
blifhing a right to appeal to the People from the 
fentencesof all the different tribunals* to introduce 
amongft the judges, who were then all of the 
number of the Senators, an equal number of they^-. 2 
Knights, and even to give all the ftates of Italy 
the freedom of Rome. 

Whiift this paffed, the day for the eleftion of Plat, 
the Tribunes arrived. Tiberius, and his whole 

party, feeing that they were not the ftrongeft, be- 

C 4 caufe 


transfer it to whom A * R * 619 
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a.^ 619. cau f e many of the People, employed in country 
* Ij °' works, were abfent, began firft to fly out, and 
pick quarrels with the other Tribunes, to gain 
time •, reproaching them, that for their private in¬ 
terests they betrayed thofe of the People; and at 
length Tiberius adjourned the affembly to the next 
day. He then came into the forum with a mourn¬ 
ing robe, with the utmoft dejection in his face, 
and wiih tears conjured the People to take him 
under their protection, faying, that he was afraid 
his enemies would attack him with force, and af- 
fafiinate him in the night. By this difcourie, he 
moved the People fo much, that many of them 
pefted themfelves before his doors during the 
whole night. 

U 

Hr is killed The next day he went at day-break to the Ca- 
ir tbiCa- pitol. On his arrival every thing feemed much 

in his favour; as foon as he came in view, the 
People railed a great cry of joy to exprefs their 
affedion ; and when he afeended the tribunal, he 
was received with great honours, and care was 
taken, that none fhouid approach him, who were 
not known. I omit feveral bad omens, with 
which hiftorians do not fail to accompany ex¬ 
traordinary events, and with which they obferve 
Tiberius was fo much difmayed, asalmofttocon- 
fider, whether he fhouid return back, and re¬ 
nounce his enterprize. But C. Blofius of Cumie, 
who was his great confident, encouraged him, re- 
prefenting to him in the flrongefl; terms, how 
ihameful it would be for him to give way in that 
manner to his enemies, and to fruftrate the expec¬ 
tation of the publick. 

At the fame time the people were aflembled in 
the Capitol; the Senate had alfo met in a neigh¬ 
bouring temple: but there was neither order nor. 
tranquillity in either of theft afftmblies. Nothing 
was heard but noife, fury, and tumult. 

a Mucius 
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Mucius the Tribune, who had been fubftitu- R . 619. 
ted to Oftavius, having began to call upon the nt * ' !33 ‘ 
Tribes to give their fuffrages, found it impoffible 
to proceed to bufinefs, fo extreme were the noife 
and uproar. In this diforder, Fulvius Flaccus, 
one of the Senators, got upon an higher place, in 
order to be feen by the whole affembly, but not 
being able to be heard in eft eft of the noife, he 
made a fign with his hand, to fignify, that he 
had fomething in particular to fay to Tiberius. 

The latter immediately ordered the People toopen 
and make way for him-, when Fulvius, who had 
approached with great difficulty, informed him, 
that the Senate being affembled, the Nobility and 
Rich had ufed their utmoft endeavours to bring 
over the Conful Scaevola to their party, and not 
being able to effcdl it, they had refolved to kill 
him themfelves *, and in order to that had drawn 
together a great number of their friends and (laves 
all armed. 

Upon this information, thofe who were about 
Tiberius thought of preparing for his defence. 

They girded their robes clofe, and breaking the 
(laves ufed by the officers for clearing the way 
before the magiftrates, they took pieces of them 
to ufe for want of other arms. 

At the fame inftant Tiberius, who could not 
make himfelf heard at a diftanceon account of the 
great noife which continued, lifted up his hand to 
his head, to fignify by thataflion to the multitude 
the danger that threatened him, and that defigns 
were formed againfl his life, (a) His enemies, 
to give that innocent gefture a black and infamous 
conftru&ion, cried our, that he publickly de- 

(a) Cum plebem ad defen- buit fpeciem regnum fibi & 
fioncm falutis fua?, manu ca- diadema pofcentis. Flor. iii. 
put tangens, hortaretur, prx- 4. 
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Anr^ci- manc * ec ^ 3 Crown. Pompeius had before made 

way for that calumny, by giving out, that the 

perfon, who brought the will of Attaius to Rome, 
had delivered the royal purple and diadem to Ti¬ 
berius, and that the Tribune had received thofe 
ornaments of the fovercignty, as being boon to 
reign himfelf in Rome. 

The faifity of this accufation was evident; but 
of what will not people make ufe to deftroy an 
enemy ? Scipio Nafica, who had put himfelf at 
the head of Tiberius’s moil violent adverfaries, 
fnatched the occafion of the prefent moment, and 
called upon the Conful Scaevola to aid his country, 

and deftroy the tyrant. The Conful, who was a 
prudent and moderate man, replied, “ That he 
* c would never fet the example of violent mea¬ 
sures, nor deprive a citizen cf life without his 
Ct being tried in the forms: but that, if the Peo- 
“ pie, at the perfuafion of Tiberius, proceeded to 
“ deliberate upon any thing contrary to the laws, 
ct he Ihould have no regard to this.” Nafica, 
upon that, rifirg up in a paflion, cried out, As 
the Conful, through a fcrupulous exaffnefs to the for¬ 
malities of the law, expofes the Commonwealth and 
the laws tbemfehes tc certain deft ruff ion, though lam 
out a private perfon , I will put mxfelf at the head of 
yen. At the fame time he wrapped his left arm 
in part of his robe, and lifting up his right, laid. 
Follow me, all you, who have any regard for the pre- 
fervaticn of the Commonwealth. The whole Se¬ 
nate rofe, an 1 followed Nafica, who went direct¬ 
ly to the Capitol. 

Few dared to oppofe the pufTuge of a troop 
compose- of all the moll illuftrious perfons of the 
city. Thofe who followed the Senators had 
brought large ftave* and levers; and thetnfelves 
laid hold of the legs and pieces of the benches 
broke by the People in their flight, and opened 

their 
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their way to Tiberius, (Inking and knocking^ t R ^ 6l9i 
down all before them without refpeft to perfons. ‘ ‘ I33 ‘ 
All fled, and many were killed. As Tiberius 
himfelf was flying, fomebody catched hold of him 
by the robe to flop him, when he left it in their 
hands, and continued his flight in his tunic. But 
happening to Fall down as he ran, the moment he 
got up, P. Satureius, one of his Coliegues, gave 
him firft a great blow on the head with the foot of 
a bench •, and a fecond was given by L. Rubrius, 
another Tribune, who boafted of it as of an aftion 
much for his honour* Tiberius was but thirty 
years of age, when he was killed. More than 
three hundred perfons were knocked on the head 
with (laves and Hones, and not one Gain with the 

fword. 

This is the firft fedition, as I have obferved Reflexion 
before, fince the expulfion of the Kings 
Rome, in which the blood of the citizens was e<vent ' 
fhed. We have feen, in the beft times of the 
Commonwealth, very warm and violent contefts 
between the Senate and People: but either through 
the condefcenfion of the Senate, or the refpeft of 
the People for that auguft body, every thing ter¬ 
minated quietly and by meafures of reconciliation. 
Perhaps it had not been difficult in the prefent 
occafion for the Senators to have imitated the wife 
moderation of their anceftors, and to have brought 
over Tiberius by fair means: or if it had even 
been neceflary to ufe force, things need not have 
been carried to fitch cruel extremities. That Tri¬ 
bune had not above three thoufand men with him, 
and none of them armed with any thing but 
flicks. 

The Great had certainly right on their fide.The 
enterprize of Tiberius was culpable in itfelf.lt never 
was allowable to deprive the aftual poffeffors and 
the moft illuftrious 9^ one half of a ftate of their 

•*' fortunes. 
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f ° rtunes ’ t0 trans f er them to the other. And though 
there might have been fome injuftice originally in 
the thing, it was in a manner obliterated by long 
poffeflion : and it is not without reafon, that Pre¬ 
scription has been termed the patron of man¬ 
kind. Befides, could it be expended, that all the 
mod powerful citizens would acquiefce in being 
deprived of their whole eftates. Tiberius’s law 
therefore armed one part of the city againft the 
other; and confequently can only be confidered as 
pernicious. 

See Am. Thefe refledlions are (a) Cicero’s, who oppofes 
Hift.VoL 7. the conduft of the Gracchi, and fuch reformers, 

with that of Aratus, the founder of rhe Achaian 
league. Sicyon his country had been under fub- 
jeftion to tyrants during fifty years. Aratus hav¬ 
ing abolifhed their power, and brought back fix 
hundred exiles with him, was exceedingly embar- 
raffed, becaufe on one fide juftice feemed to re¬ 
quire, that thofe exiles fhould be reinftaced in their 
fortunes, and on the other it fcarce feemed equita¬ 
ble to deprive pofTeffors, who had been fo during 
fifteen years. (How much more regard would he 
have had to pofTeffors of feveral ages?) But what 
did Aratus? He obtained a confiderable fum of 
money from Ptolomy Philadelphus, with which 
he conciliated all interefts. “ 0 great man, cries 
Cicero {b\ and worthy of being born a Ro- 

“ man! 


(a) Qui agrariam rem ten- 
tans, utpoffefforesfuisfedibus 
pelkntur—ii labefa&ant fun¬ 
daments republics: concor- 
diam primum, quse efle non 
poteft, quum aliis adimuntur, 
aliis condonanrur pecuniar ; 
deindesequitatem, qustolli- 
turomnis, fi habere fuura cui- 
<lne non licet. Id enim eft 


proprium civitatis atque urbis, 
ut fit libera, k non follicita 

fux rei cuique cuftodia.-- 

Quam habet zequitatem ut a- 
grum multis annis aut etiam 
feculis ante pofleffum, qui * 
nullum habuit, habeat, qui 
autem habuit amittat. De offic* 
ii. 78, 79. 

(b) 0 virum magnum, dig- 

num- 
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man ! It is thus citizens fhould be dealt with. A ‘ R - 6 *9* 
The policy and wifdom of a true ftatefman Ant,C ‘ l33 ‘ 
ftiould not be to divide the interefts of a people. 


but to unite them entirely by common and fa- 
lutary ties of equity.” 

Thefe principles, to which it is impofflble to 


objeft, are a ientence of condemnation againfl; 
Tiberius. The caufe of the Great and Rich was 


confequently the beft. But they difhonoured it 
by cruelty, and fet a pernicious example, which 
was ftill more fo in its confequences. 

It is evident, thatpaffion and fury had a great 
fliare in their proceeding. For the murder of Ti¬ 
berius, and his blood fo inhumanly fhed, was not 
capable of fatiating their animofuy. They exer- 
died a cruelty on his body, that rifes even to bar¬ 
barity. Notwithftanding the warmeft intreaties of 
his brother Caius, they would not permit him to 
take it away, to render the laft honours during the 
night, and threw it into the Tiber with the reft of 
the dead. Thus perifhed in the flower of life one 
of the moft fhining perfons Rome had ever pro¬ 
duced, who might have become the ornament of 
his country, if he had ufcd more prudence in the 
application of his great talents. 


P. Popilius L^enas. A.R.620. 

P. RUPIUUS. Ant.C. 13a. 


TheConfuls were ordered by the Senate to pro- Acccm- 
fecute the accomplices of Tiberius. But 
lius, to whom the province of Sicily had fallen by condemned. 
lot, where we have leen him terminate the war 
againfl: the (laves fuccefsfully, foon left the care 


numquequi in noftra republi- civis, commoda civium non 
ca natus effet! Sic pareitage- divellere, acque omnes sequi- 
re cum civibus—eaque hu- tate eadem cominere. De 

mana ratio Sc fapientia boni Offic. ii. n. 83. 


of 
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a^c^ 20 ** a ®* a ^ rs at P- ome t0 bis Collegue, who executed 
r3 ~’his commiffion with great feverity, or rather cru¬ 
elty. Many of the unfortunate Tribune’s friends 
were baniftied without any forms of trial, and 
many put to death: Diophanes, the rhetorician, 
was of the number of the latter. Plutarch adds, 
that one C. Billius, or Villius, was fhut up in a 
tub with vipers and ferpents; a kind of punifti- 
ment entirely new, and which feems almoft im¬ 
probable ; unlefs it was defigned to imply, that 
he was treated as guilty of parricide againft his 
country. 

Se&tietis _ Before Rupilius fet out for Sicily, Lselius, who 
* was affoc'ated with the Confuls in the commiflion, 

DcAmic. re l ates in Cicero, that Biofius, who had a great 
37. fhare in the fedicious enterprizcs of Tiberius, 

came to implore his affiftance, and earneftly beg¬ 
ged, that he would pardon him. He did not de¬ 
ny, that he had fupported the Tribune to the ut- 
moft of his power; and pleaded for his foie ex- 
cufe, that his efteem and attachment for Tiberius 
were fo great, that he conceived himfelf obliged 
to aft in every thing as he thought fit. But, faid 
Lslius, if be bad ordered you to jet the Capitol on 
fire, wouldyou have done it? Oh , replied Biofius, 
be was not capable of giving me fuch an order. But, 
faid Laeiius, dill infilling upon the fame queftion, 
Siippofe be had commanded it ? I thou Id have obeyed 
him , laid the other. A wicked and criminal af- 
fentf cries Laelius; who takes occafion from hence 
ro lay down this excellent principle, (a) That we 
ought never to ajk our friends to do what is bad , nor 

do 


{o) Hsc igitur prima lex 
in amicitia fanciatur, ut ne- 
que rogemus res tnrpes, nec 
faciamas rogati. Turpisenim 
excnfatio elk & minime acci- 


pienda, cum in ceteris pecca- 
tis, turn fi quis contra remp. 
fe amici caufi feciiTe fateatur. 
De Amicit. 4c. 
Ti.qiiidemGracchumremp. 

vexan- 
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do fuck things onrfelves , when ajked by them: for^ R-6zo. 
friend[hip never can be admitted as an excufe or rea- Ant,c,I 3 z * 
fon for committing any crime wh atfsever , and fill 
lefs for acting againfi one's country . Accordingly 
Laslius obferves in the fame pafiage, that the friends 
of Tiberius, and Q^Tubero among the reft, aban¬ 
doned him, when they apprehended, that he was 
forming defigns againfi: the State. He clearly 
affirms, that he endeavoured to make himfelf 


King, or rather had actually reigned during fome 
months. Thefe terms are very ftrong : but un¬ 
doubtedly mean no more, than the exorbitant 
power Tiberius aflumed in the Commonwealth, 
and not the formal defign of taking upon him the 
name of King, with the diadem and fceptre. Lse- 
lius was too judicious to adopt popular rumours fo 
void of probability. 

However, the Senate, perceiving that it was ne-P. Craffus 
ceffary to give the People fome fatisfa&ion, con-" e ^ Sed 
fented, that the law for the diftribution of lands 
fhould be put in execution, and that a Commifiio- 0 /^<- 
ner, or Triumvir, fhould be appointed to fupply«w- 
the place of Tiberius. The choice fell upon P. 

Craffus, whofe daughter Licina was married to 
Caius. 


This conduit of the Senate however did notStipio Na- 
appeafe the People, and it was evident, that theyA* '*/** 
only waited an occafion to revenge the death of tnt 0 4 fi a 
Tiberius. Many publickly threatned to profe- him from 
cute Scipio Nafica juridically ; and as foonas he the revenge 
appeared, crowds gathered about him, calling him ®/ the 
impious wretch, tyrant, villain, who had polluted 

the molt venerable and moft auguft temple of 
Rome, with the blood of a facred and inviolable 


vexantem, a Tuberone Ti.Gracchusregnumoccu- 
azqualibufqae amicis derelic- pare conatus eft: vel regnavit 
turn videbamus, 3 7. is quidem paucos menfes, 40. 

magiftrate. 
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6 zo. magiftratc. The fenate, alarmed for a man fo 

Ij *’dear to them, faw themfelves obliged, in order to 
remove him from danger to a place of fafery, to 
make him quit Italy, though he was then in the 
higheft office of the priefthood, being Pontifex 
Maximus . Accordingly he was fent to Afia with 
a fceming commiffion, that concealed a real ba- 
nifhment. The troubles excited in that country by 
Ariftonicus, after the death of Attalus Philometor 
the laft King of Pergamus, fupplied the Senate 
with a plaufible pretext for fending him thither. 
He did not live long there. His grief, on ac¬ 
count of leading a wandring life out of his coun¬ 
try, occafioned his death very foon after his arri¬ 
val at Pergamus. (a) Lslius could not think of 
the fad fate of fo iiluftrious a perfon, without be¬ 
ing fo much moved as to (bed tears. Cicero men¬ 
tions him every where with praife. In his plead¬ 
ing for Milo, (b) he compares him to*Ahala, 
who killed Sp. Mzelius*, and fays, that both of 
them, by deftroying pernicious citizens, had filled 
the world with their glory. In another (r) place 
he extols his valour, wifdom, and greatnefs of 
foul; and affirms, that the belt citizens confider- 
ed him as the deliverer of the Commonwealth. 
But who does not difcern in thefe exceffive praifes, 
given to the author of fo criminal a violence, the 
fpirit of party, that injures every thing, and ne¬ 
ver fuffersmen to keep within juft bounds ? Nafi- 


(0) Quid in P. Naficam ef- 
fecerint, fine lachrymis non 
queo dicere. De Amicit. 40. 

[b] Sp.Mslium—Ti.Grac- 
chum—quorum interfeclores 
implerunt orbem terrarumfui 
no minis gloria. Pro Mil. 7 2. 

* See Reman Hi ft. Vol.ll. 

(c) p2tertuus (C 'icerofpcaks 


of Fuftus Calcnui) homo feve- 
rus & prudens, primas omni¬ 
um civium P.Nafics, quiTi. 
Gracchum interfecit, dare fo- 
lebat. Ejusenim virtute,con- 
hlio, tnagnitudine animi libe- 
ratam rempublicam arbitra- 
batur. Phil. viii. 13, 


ca 
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Ca had reafon to oppofe Tiberius \ but his having A * R - 620 * 
inhumanly maffacred him, is fo far from meriting ‘ ,I3 *' 
praife, that it is really inexcufable. 


P. Licinius Crassus. 
L. Valerius FlaccUs. 


A. R. 6a x. 
Ant, 


The firft of thefe two Confuls is the perfon, 
who had lately been created Triumvir for the di- 
ftribution of the lands in the room of Tiberius. 

He was fent into Afia againft Ariltonicus, and pe- 
riflicd there, as has been related. 

Caius Gracchus, at the time immediately after Caius re* 
his brother’s death, whether through fear of his'*™* 
enemies, or to turn the hatred of the publick upon 
them by affe&ing to fear them, thought proper 
not to appear in the aflemblies, and to live quietly 
in private. But this retirement was of no long 
continuance, and this very year he came into the 
Forum to fupport Carbo, who laboured to reani¬ 
mate Tiberius’s party. 

C. Papirius Carbo. then Tribune of the people, 
was one of the moft eloquent orators of his times, 

3 nd often employed his talent in deploring the 
death of Tiberius. He propofed two laws, both 
contrary to the defires and power of the Great. 

The firft introduced the method of ferutiny in 
deliberations upon new laws. I have fpoke of it 
above. The fecond met with great difficulties, 
though fupported by Caius, and was at laft re¬ 
jected. JLaelius, and efpecially Scipio Africanus, 
lately returned from Numantia, ftrongly oppofed 
it. On this occafion Scipio had very warm con- 
tefts with the Tribune, and even loft the favour 
of the People, who had been extremely attached to 
him before. The affair happened as follows. 

V 0 l. IX. D Carbo 
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Ante. i*j* Carbo continually harped upon the murder of 
JnJkotrKf^ iberius, and in a difpute with Scipio afked him, 
Scifio A- what his thoughts were upon rhac head ? He was 

fricanut 

in hopes of drawing from him an anfwer favour- 
‘dx'cUatb a ^ e t° his views, fays Valerius Maximus, becaufe 
ofr-.brri’js .Scipio was the brother-in-law of the Gracchi, hav- 
Val.Max.ing married their fifter*, or perhaps being well 
V1 **• apprized of what he would anfwer, his defign was 

to make him odious to the multitude. However 
that were, Scipio was much above both thofe con- 
^derations. \Vhilft he was before Numantia, he 
had declared himfelf publickly on this fubjeft.- 
For on being told the news of Tiberius’s death, 
he repeated with a loud voice a verfe of Homer’s y 
the fenfe of which is, ( a ) Perijh like him who imi¬ 
tate bis deeds . On the prelent occafion, he per- 
lifted in his ftrft opinion, and faid, that he be¬ 
lieved Tiberius had well deferved the death he had' 
fuffered. The people were exafperated by this 
anfwer: and Scipio was interrupted by cries of in¬ 
dignation and murmurs, which he had never ex¬ 
perienced before. But that great man, with the 
authority, which fuperior merit gives, and only 
can give, filenced them with a tone of command r 
and as the noife was undoubtedly raifed by num¬ 
bers of the lowed of the rabble, probably mingled 
with ftrangers and (laves, ( b) Silence , you there , 
laid he, to wbc-m Italy is hut the mother-in-law , 
not the mother. That haughty tone, and. thofe 
ftrong terms* excited new cries amongft the mul¬ 
titude. But Scipio, far from giving way to them* 
perfifted more warmly than before in his reproach¬ 
es. (f) Do not imagine^ faid he, that I can fear 
thofe , whom I brought hither in chains , though they 

(a) aro'XsiTo 15} (£) Taceant quibus Italia 

ctk Toiavra yt fOttyJJ'. noverca eft. 

L 4. j. (d Non efficietis utfolotos 

rerear quos alligatosadduxi. 

arc 
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are now unbound. This la ft expreffion had its cf- A; R 6| 9* 
fcft, and made the whole affembly filent. 
from that inftant Scipio began to decline in the 
favour of the people* and continued to do fo to 
his death* 


C. Claudius Pulcher-. a.r. 6m, 

M. Perpenna. Ant. c. 130, 

This year the ceremony of clofing the LuftrumCevfus . 
was performed. The Roman cidzens were found 
by the Cenfus to amount to three hundred and thir¬ 
teen choufand eight hundred and twenty-three. 

The Cenfors were Metelius Macedonicus, 
and Pompeius, both Plebeians. Both the 
Cenfors were originally chofcn out of the Patri¬ 
cians. C. Marcius Rutilus was the firft Plebeian 
who pofie fifed this office; and during two hundred 
and twenty years, it had been the cuftom toaflb- 

ciate a Patrician and a Plebeian in the Cenforffiip. 

This year for the firft time both Cenfors were 
elefted out of the order of the people. 

Metelius, during his Cenforffiip, made a fpeechfy^ 0 f 
to the People, to exhort the citizens to marry .tbeCenfor 
Celibacy, which is fo honourable and worthy of Metdhs, 
praife with part of the Chriftian World, was a- 
mongft the Pagans only an oCcafion of abandon¬ 
ing themfelves to debauchery with more licenti- 
oulhefs, and to fpare themfelves the cares, that at¬ 
tend the education of children, a matter of fo 
great importance to the Commonwealth. This 
abufe had already began to be introduced at Rome \ 
iuch a progrefs had corruption of manners made 
there in affiort time. Aulus Gellius has preferved AuLGell. 
two fragments of the difeourfe of Metelius upon*- 6. 
this fubjeft. The one includes a very fine reflex¬ 
ion, as follows. 

D 2 


the citizens 
to marrj* 


i 


It 
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A- R- 6 — j t appears, that in the preceding part of it, not 

Aat-C.i;o. y . , „ Y . ° V 

come down to us, Merellus laments the corruption 
of manners, and endeavours to make the people 
apprehend in confequence that they would draw 
down the wrath of the gods upon them. And to 
make them fenfible, that it was in vain for them 
to rely upon the divine goodntfs, {a) 7be immortal 
gods, laid he, are not obliged to will us more good , 
than our fathers. But fathers difinkerit incorrigible 
children. IVbai then can we expert from the immor¬ 
tal gods , if we do not put an end to our diforders ? 
T'hofe only have a right to prcmife tbemfelves the 
divine favour, who do not hurt tbemfelves by their 
See Vol. vices. He concludes with this principle fo grate- 
VII. ful to human pride : For the gods ought to reward , 

but not give, virtue. 

The other fragment is no compliment to the 
ladies. I repeat it merely as an hiitorian, without 
approving the fatyr it contains. ( b) If human 
fociety, fays the ftvere Cenlor, couldfubfijl without 
women, we fhculd all fpare our fives the troubles and 
inconveniencies they occafion. But be caufe nature has 
ordained , that we can neither live with them com - 
modioufly enough, nor by any means without them, it 
is better to determine in favour of the propagation 

of cur fpecies , than merely to confult our conveni¬ 
ence, in g r atifying a fort and feeling appetite . 


(a) Dii immortales—non 
pins velle debent nobis, quam 
parentes. At parentes, fi per- 
guntliberi errare, bonis exhe- 
redant. Quid ergo nos a diis 
immortalibus diutius exfpcc- 
tamus, nifi malis rationibus 
finem facimus l His demum 
deos propitios efie azquum eft, 
qui fibi adverfimi non funt. 


Dii immortales virtutem ap- 
probare, non adhibere debent. 

(/>) Si fine uxore poflemus, 
Quirites, efie, omnes ea mo- 
leftia careremus. Sed quoni- 
am ita natura tradidit ut nec 
cum liiis fatis commode, nec 
fine ill s ullo modo vivi poftit; 
faluti perpetux potius, quant 
brevi voluptati confulendum. 

% 

Who 
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Who would believe, that a man of Metellus’s A * R - 6zz 
rank, and actually Cenfor, fhould be in danger 
of lofing his life at noon-day, and that by the pu- Tribune 
nifhment inflifted upon the greateft of criminals? Atinius 
This odious excefs was a new fruit of Tribunitian^® , *j? 
violence. Metellus had excluded C. Atinius Tri- ^ w * 
bune of the people from the Senate. The latter, 
actuated by a frantick defire of revenge, having 
obferved the Cenfor, on his return at noon from 
the field of Mars, in the heat of the day, when 
the Forum and Capitol were entirely empty, he 
ordered him to be feized, in order to his being 
carried to, and thrown down the Tarpeian rock. 

The fons of Metellus (he had four, all principal 
perfons of the Senate) being informed of their fa¬ 
ther’s danger, flew to his aid. But what could 
they do againft a magiftrate, whofe perfon was 
facred and inviolable? The Cenfor was forced to 
make the Tribune’s officers drag him, to gain 
time by that refiftance. This caufed him to be 
treated fo roughly, that the blood came out of his 
ears. But at length a Tribune was found, who 
took him under his protection, and faved him 
from his Collegue’s fury. (a) Does this refledt 
“ any praife upon the manners of thefe times, ’* 
fays Pliny, who has preferved an account of this 
fa ft, “ or is it not rather new matter of indigna- 
“ cion, that in the midft of fo many Metelli, the 
criminal infolence of Atinius fhould have paf- 
“ fed with entire impunity ? ” 


(5) Quod fupereft, nefcio 
morumnegloriae, an indigna- 
fionis dolori accedat, inter tot 


Metellos tam fceleratam C. 
Atinii audaciam femper fuifle 
inultam. Plin. vii. 44.. 
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C. Sempronius Tuditanus. 

M. Aquilius. 


Difficulties The three commiffioners nominated for the dif- 
h the dtf- tribution of lands, C. Gracchus, C. Carbo, and 
cf Unis' Fulvius Flaccus, the two latter of which had 

fucceeded Ap. Claudius and P. Craffus, began to 
excite great troubles at Rome. The enquiry to be 
made by them, was the moft difficult, moft com¬ 
plicated and perplexing, that could poffibly be 
imagined. The various changes, which had been 
made in the lands in queftion, by removing of 
bounds ; by marriages, that had transferred them 
from one family to another; by Tales either real 
or pretended, and covered by a long and peace¬ 
able poffelTion, thofe things would not admit dif- 
tinguifhing which of fuch lands belonged to the 
publick, and which to particulars; and which 
were poffcfled under legal titles, or in confequence 
of unjuft, though ancient, ufurpations. Thefe dif¬ 
ficulties, become unfurmountable through length 
of time, had always, as we have already obferved, 
made the wifelt and moft worthy perfons of the 
Commonwealth condemn new diftributions of 


lands, which would have occafioned a ftrange and 
inevitable reverie in the affairs of moft families, 
even though the moft intelligent and impartial 
perfons had been appointed to make them. What 
then was to be expected from Commiffioners eleft- 
ed for this enquiry, who a fled only from paffion, 
emnity, or intereftr 


Scipio Accordingly, from all the countries of Italy, 
cUrrstr. allies and citizens frightened and in defpair through 

*tbc{TlL enc l u ^ es ’ c*™ crowds to Rome, to re- 
in prelent the exceeding danger and misfortunes, that 

yffieffion threatened them, to the Senate. They addreffed 

9 /Unds. themfolves principally to Scipio Africanus, under 

whom 
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‘whom moft of them had long ferved, as to the j^*;®**' 
perfon, whom they conceived to have moft credit 
in the State, and to be the moft zealous for the 


publick good. This is what is fo particularly re¬ 
peated in Scipio*s dream, (a) At your return from 
Numantia , fays the firft Scipio Africanus to the 
fecond, of whom we are fpeaking, you will find 
the Commonwealth in terrible confufion, occafmedby 
my grandfon [Tiberius Gracchus.] It is now , my 
dear Africanus , you mujl ufe your great capacity , 
prudence , and courage for the defence of your coun¬ 
try* The Senate , all good nun , the allies , the La- 
tines, will cafe their eyes on you alone. You will be 
confidered as the foie fupport of the State. In a 
word, if you can preferveyourjelf from the impious 
hands of your nearefe relations , itrvefted with the 
fupreme authority of Dilator* you mufe re-eftablifh 
good order in the Commonwealth . 

This was his full defign. He could not refufe 
himfelf to the complaints of fo many perfons of 
worth, and (poke (trongly in their favour in the 
Senate, without condemning the law of Tiberius 
diredlly and in itfelf, to avoid irritating the Peo¬ 
ple, but contenting himfelf with fetting in their 
full light all the difficulties, that would attend the 
execution of that law. He confined himfelf to 


demanding, that the contefts, which ftiould arife* 
on this fubjeft, (liould not be left to the decifion 
of the three Commiffioners, who were too much 


fufpe&ed by the parties concerned. The Senate 


(a) Cura erts curru Capito- Te Senatus, te omnes boni, 
3 ium inve&us, offendes remp. te focii, te Latini intuebuntur. 
perturbat^m confiliis nepotis Tu eris unus in quo nitatur 
piei. Hie tu, Africane, often- civitatis falus. Ac, nemuka, 
das oportebit patrije lumen Diftator remp. conftituaso* 
animi, ingenii, oor.filiique portet.fiimpias propinquorura 
tui—In te unum atque tuum manus effugeris. Somn. Scip. 
poraen fe tota convertet civitas. in fragm. Cicer, 
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R - came into this opinion, and gave the cognizance 
l23 ‘of all controverted matters relating to the diftri- 
bution of lands, to the Conful Semprcnius. Byt 
this remedy remained without eff 61; becaufe the 
Conful, who from the firft perceived the difficulty 
of the commiffion, or rather the impoflibilicy of 
bringing it to a good iffue, fet out for Illyricum, 
which was his province. 

He is found The People feeing that their hopes were- poft- 

diedinhu poned, and that an affair, in which they were fo 

bed. 

Appian. 


Plat. 

Apoph¬ 

thegm. 

Rom. 


muff interefted, began to cool, broke out with 
violence againft Scipio, reproaching him, that not- 
withftanding all the favours with which they had 
loaded him, having chofen him twice Conful with¬ 
out ftanding for that office, he abandoned their 
interefts. The three Commiflioners took advan¬ 
tage of thefe difpofitions of the People, and fpread 
a report, that preparations were making to annul 
the law by force, and by the method of arms. 
Caius went fo far as to fay, fpeaking of Scipio in 
the aflcmbly, that it was neceffary to rid tbemfehes^ 
cf the tyrant . The enemies of their country , re¬ 
plied that great man, have reafon to wifh my. 
death ; for they well know , that Rome cannot fall 
w hi Iff Scipio lives ; nor Scipio live , if Rome fhould 
fall. The day before his death he was again at¬ 
tacked by Fulvius, the mod infolent of the Tri¬ 
umviri, who inveighed againft him in the afTem- 
bly of the people with the utmoft rancour. Sci¬ 
pio, uneafy from the defigns, which he knew were 
forming againft his life, could not forbear com¬ 
plaining of them, and faying, u that he was 
tc very ill rewarded for his fervices by wicked 
“ and ungratelul citizens.” The zeal of the 
good increafed for him in proportion with the 
hatred of the bad : and this may be faid to have 
been the moft glorious day of his life. On 
quitting the affembly, the Senators, the Allies, 

and 
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and the Latines, conduced him in a body, and A * R * 62 i* 
in a kind of triumph, to his houfc. They did Ant,c * 129 * 
not know, that thefe were a kind of funeral ho¬ 
nours, which they paid him by anticipation. He 
was found dead the next day in his bed. He was 
fifty-fix years of age. How great was the grief 
of all good men at Rome. What (a) groans did Cic. pro 
they not vent, when they faw, that the enemies of l0 - 
Scipio could not wait the natural term of his 
life, and by the molt horrid of crimes had haften- 
ed the death of a citizen, whom they ought to 
have wifhed immortal! 

It is not to be doubted, but this black deed was 
perpetrated by the fa&ion of the Gracchi; and it 
is hard to believe, that Caius had not an hand in 
it, as all who were mod nearly attached to him 
were violently fufpeded of ir. Plutarch fays lo 
exprefsly of Fulvius: Pompey confidered Carbo Cic. adQ. 
as undoubtedly the author of it. Sempronia, the i e P* 
lifter of the Gracchi, and wife of Scipio, ischarged 3 ' 
by the epitome of Livy and Orofus: and Appian 
affociares their mother Cornelia with her. From 
the teftimonies of thefe different Authors it refults, 
that Sempronia, who did not love her hufband, 
and was not beloved by him, becaufe (he was 
ugly and barren, having eafily given into the in- 
(lances of Cornelia and the Triumviri, either gave 
Scipio poifon, orcaufed afikflins to enter the houfe 
in the night, who ftrangled him. Paterculus adds, 
that marks were found on his neck, of the violence 
that had been done to him : and the unufual pre- Auft. de 
caution taken in carrying him to his tomb with Illuft. 
his head covered over, feems to argue that the 
eyes of the curious were apprehended. What 

{a) Quistum non gemuit? omnes efle cuperent, hujusne 
* Qui? non arfit dolore ? Quera neceflariam quidem exfpe&a- 
immprtalem, fi fieri poffet, tam efle mortem! Cic . 

ft * 

much 
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A.R.623. much augmented fufpicions, and occafioned the 
Aat.c. corn pi a i nts 0 f a ]| g 00 d men, was, that no enquiry 

was made concerning the death of fo great a per- 
fon ; and Plutarch docs not leave us in ignorance 
in refpect to fo furprizing an omifiion. This 
“ was, fays he, becaufe the people were afraid, 
<c that if the affair were traced to the bottom, 
“ Caiu< misht be found criminal/ 1 


Behold to what horrors ambition is capable of 
carrying mankind. Caius was born with a very 
fine genius, ard the moil happy dilpofuion to vir¬ 
tue. The J'ourdlcfs defire of aggrandizing him- 
feif at any price v.viifoever, leads him on to lhare 
in the molt deteftabie affaflination in all its circum- 


ftances, that ever was committed, to the murder 


His *lfe- 
qaies. 


Plin. vii. 

ti. 

• 1 


of an ally, relation, the principal citizen ot Rome, 
and the grea'eft of mankind. 

An honour, cuftomary to iUufiperfons, 
was however not paid to Scipio. No poiick fu¬ 
neral was made for him, that is, decree/ by the 
publick authority, and at the expence of ti e State, 
Bur the lively and fincere affliction of the molt 
diftinguilhed citizens of all orders, that attended 
his body to its intermenr, fupplied its place. 
Metellus Macedonicus, who had always oppofed 
Scipio, however fent his fons to pay him the laft 
duties. Go fons, faid he to them, you will never 
fee the obfequies of a greater man , nor of a better 
citizen . Q. Fabius Maximus, his nephew, made 
his funeral oration, of which Cicero has preferved 
us a very memorable ftroke. (a) u He thanked 
“ the gods, that Scipio was born at Rome/* For, 
added he, there was an inevitable neceffity , that the 
empire of the world Jhould follow the fate of that 


[a) Gratiasegitdikimmor- fet. Neceffe enim fuiffe, ibi 
talibas, quod iile vir in hac efFe terrarnm imperium, ubi 
republica poriffimum natus ef- ille efTet. Pro Mur. 73. 



A. 
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'great man 9 and be the State 9 j, of which he fiould^ff ^** 
have been a citizen. 


The fame Fabius, on giving a ftaft to the Ill-timed 
People according to cuftom, in honour of Scipio^^ 0 ^ 
Africanus, defired Q. Tubero, the nephew of Sci- ci c .^pro^* 
pio, to take care of a table. Tubero carried his Mur. 7$, 
averfenefs to luxury into the antient fimplicity, 7 6 * 
and even to the love of poverty. That zeal, fo^’ Max ‘ 
laudable in other refpedts, was ill-timed here. As™* ^ 
if he, had been to pay honour to the death of a 


cynic philofopher, and not of the great Scipio, he 
contented himfelf with the mod fimple and coarfe 
beds for the table, which he covered with goat- 
fltins: and inftead of filver plate, he caufed the 


provifions to be ferved in earthen didles. ( a ) Peo¬ 
ple were fo much difgufted with that indecency, 
that fometime after when he ftood for the Prsetor- 


fhip, notwithftanding his perfonal merit and ite 
luftrious birth, his goat-fkins drew upon him the 
difgrace of a rtfufal. Cicero makes a judicious 
reflexion on this head. The Roman People , fays 
he, hate luxury in private per font, but love magni¬ 
ficence in what relates to the publick . They do not 
approve excejfive expences in feajls *, but hate what 
is indecently foraid and penurious . They are for 
diftinguifhing times and occafions . 

Scipio Africanus was rich, but infinitely remote Scipio's 
from a tafte for the ex pence and pump, which 
ufually attend riches. It is obferved of him, that^"^’ 
he never made purchaks, fold, or built. At hisApoph. 
death all the River plate he had, amounted onlyPHn. 
to thirty-two pounds, and the gold to only two* x * ni \ n - 

; ' Auct. de 


(a) Itaque homo integerri- 
mus, civis optimus, cum eflet 
L. Pauli nepos, P. Africani 
fororis filius, his hcedinis pcl- 
liculis prxtura dejeftus eft. 
Odit populus Romanus priva- 


. . ... vit.Illuft. 

tarn luxuriant,pabheam,mag- , 

nkcentiam diiigat. Nonamat 

prokiab i*.pulas,i'ordes &inhu- 

mankatem multo minus. Di- 

ftmguit rarionem officiorum 

ac tempormn. Cic. 

pounds 
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A.R.623. pounds and an half-, an evident proof, that thofe 
AotXtU 9 * who have perfonal merit, and are great of them- 

felves, can fupport the dignity of the higheft ho¬ 
nours and offices, without the glare of pomp and 


magnificence. 

^ _ 

He was, as we have faid before, the fon of 

^bal^^ ^ amous ^Emilius, who conquered Perfeus, 

^^ r£ai laft King of Macedonia. He was adopted by the 

fon of the firft Scipio Africanus, and cabled P. 
Cornelius Scipio Africanus JEmilianus, uniting, ac¬ 
cording to the cuftom of adoption, the names of 
both families. He {a) fuftained, and even in- 
creafed their glory, by all the great qualities, that 
could adorn the gown and the fword. During the 
whole courfe of his life, fays an hiftorian, his 
aftions, difcourfe, and fcrtiments, had nothing in 
them but what was highly laudable. 

And meted he may be confidered as the moft 
accomplifh d hero Rome ever produced. In war, 
as a Soldier and General, he equally diftinguiffied 
himfeif in mbaltern employments and the com^ 
mand of armies. With intrepid valour, and ex¬ 
alted greatnefi «n his views, he united a conftancy 
in fupporting good difcipline, that contributed 
more to his vi&ones, than even the force of arms. 
He knew both how to make war, and to conquer 
without coming to blows. His grandfather, the 
firft Africanus, gained more battles. But without 
entering here into a comparifon above my capa¬ 
city, it is certain, that his taking the cities of Car¬ 
thage and Numantia are great and admirable 
exploits. 


(a) P.Scipioi£miIiamis,vir nentiffimus feculi fui: quini- 
avitis P. Africani patermYque hil in vita nifi laudandum aut 
L. Pauli vircutibus fimillimus, fecit, aut dixit, aut fenfit. 
omnibus belliac toga?dotibus. Veil. Paterc. 1 . 12. 
ingeniiqae ac ftudiomm emi- 
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In the 
fhewed l 

of his country, and always firmly attached to pub- 
lick good, he made all other confiderations give 
place to that one objeft. In that point he gave 
proofs of his fuperior capacity, conftancy, great- 
nefs of foul, and contempt of the greateft dan¬ 
gers ; and laftly, met with death from it, which 
had fpared him in the hazards of war. 

What {hall I fay of his domeftick and private 
conduit? What generofity, elevation of fenti- 
ments, and fimplicity, united with the greateft 
fortune and genius ? He was liberal and benefi¬ 
cent, a good fon, a good relation, a good friend: 
mild and good-natured without weaknefs, and firm 
without aufterity. 

A circumftance that had efcaped us, comes in Cic.ii.in 
here opportunely enough. When he fet out for Verr * z8, 
Africa, a man, who had long been attached to 29 * 
him, and paid him his court very affiduoufly, 
afked him for the poft of * commander of the 
pioneers in his army : this was a gainful employ¬ 
ment amongft the Romans •, and as Scipio re¬ 
futed it him, he was very much out of humour. 

(a) Don't wonder , faid Scipio, with admirable 
fenfe and calmnefs, that you are denied by me the 
employment you defire. I have long prejfed one to 
accept it, who , I believe, will have my reputation 
at heart , and cannot yet prevail upon him to take it . 

He knew, as Cicero obferves, that perfons in high 
ftations are accountable for the conduft of thofe 
they employ about them; and confequently, if' 


management of civil affairs our Scipio a. R- 62$, 
imfelf no lefs an hero. Full of the love**’ ,I29 * 


* Prefect us Fcibrum. 

(a) Noli, inquit, mirari y fttu 
a me hoc non impetras. Ego jam * 
pridem ab eo, cut meant exifti - 
mationem car am fore arbitror, 
peto ut mecum prtzfetius prof- 
eifcatur , & adbnc impel ran 


non pcffuvt Etenim revera 
raulto magis eft petendum ab 
hominibus, ft falvi & honefti 
elfc volumus, ut eant nobif- 
cum in provinciam, quam hoc 
ill is in beneficii loco deferen- 
dum. Cic, 

they 
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•they are nice in point of reputation, they ought 
‘to defire friends of merit to accept offices of truft, 
and not beftow them as favours. 

Scipio loved letters: and with a foul naturally 
heroic, he cultivated the gifts of nature by the 
ftudy of polite knowledge. As his genius was 
no lefs folid than bright, he loft none of the fruits 
of application: he was lefs intent on acquiring the 
agreeable than the ufcful ; lefs the merely orna¬ 
mental, than what tends to improve the heart, 
the manners. Perceiving well how much he owed 
to letters, he was conftantly attached to them: and 
after having devoted himfelf ardently to them in 
his youth, he always perfifted in his commerce 
with them, even when in the higheft occupations. 
What I have faid on this fubjeft may be feen 
where I have fpoke of the private life of this 
great man. I (hall add here, that ( a ) Xenophon 
was his favourite author. He found in him all 
he could defire: the mod grateful amufements af¬ 
ter cares, with folid leffons both as to morals, and 
even war, of which he never loft fight. 

To all thefe ineftimable advantages, which he 
derived from the ftudy of the polite arts, let us 
add, that he formed himfelf alfo by the fame me¬ 
thod for the talent of fpeaking, fo neceffary in a 
Commonwealth, in which the affairs of the uni- 
verfe were decided by the deliberations of the Se¬ 
nate and People. I have already obferved, that 
Cicero fet no Ids value upon the eloquence of Sci¬ 
pio, than upon that of Lcelius: and he charafte- 
rizes it by attributes, that entirely fuit fo great a 
man ; ( b ) majefty, authority, force of thoughts, 


(a) Africanus Temper So- 
craticum Xenophontem in 
mambas habebat. 
ii. 62. 

lb) Quanta ilia, dii immor- 
tales! fait gravitas ? ( Lalw 


fays this on a fpeecb of Scipio's) 
quanta in oratione majeftas ? 
ut facile ducem populi Ro¬ 
mani non comitem diceres. 
Dc Amic, n. 96. 


and 
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and elevations of fentiments. It fpoke the auguft A * R* 
chief, who.gave the law to the people, and did 
not receive it from them. 

Scipio united therefore in himfelf alone all the 
virtues, that conftitute the Warrior, the Statef- 
man, the Citizen, and the Man. But what is en¬ 
tirely fingular, hiftory does not mention one Angle 
blot in fo great a life: it praifes him without ex¬ 
ception i and no part of his conduct ftands in 
need of the leaft apology. 

The authority and counfels of Polybius were 
very ufeful to him, as I have faid before, in at¬ 
taining fo high a degree of glory. This is a 
fine example for young per Ions of high rank* 

They would ftill find Polybius’s, if they fought 
them, and might themfelves become Scipio’s. 

During the two years, that fucceeded the death 
of Scipio Africanus, hiftory is filent concerning 
the contefts occafioned by the diftribution of 
lands. We only know from Plutarch* that Caius 
kept the nobility in continual apprehenfion, by 
the virtues and talents that (hone out in his perfon. 

They faw him infinitely averfe to idlenefs and Cam ay- 
luxury, neither giving into debauch, nor taking^" ***- 
pains to acquire riches: befides which, he applied 
himfelf to eloquence, that fupplied him with arms****** 
to fuftain the conflicts of the Forum. Every body 
knows, that at Rome (a) there were only two 
methods for attaining the principal dignities, the 
merit of a great General, and that of a good 
Orator. Thefe two talents were conceived al- 
moft on a level with each other: the one defended 
the State againft the enemy abroad, and the other 

( a) Duse funt artes quae pof- Ab hoc enim pads ornament* 
funt locare homines in amplif- retinentur: ab illo belli peri- 
fimo gradu dignitatis: una im- cula repelluntur. Pro Mur. 
peratoris, altera oratoris boni. 30. 
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A.R 633. fupported the citizens, and even the Common** 

wealth, at home. 

Cams gave proofs of the progrefs he had made 
in refpeft to eioquence in a caufe, which he plead¬ 
ed for one of his friends, called Vettius. The 
People were fo tranfported with the pieafure of 
hearing him, that they could not refrain from 
publickly expreffing their joy. They thought, 
they law a lecond Tiberius in him, and a new 
protector of the Agrarian laws. Accordingly, 
fays Plutarch, Caius, on this occafion, made the 
other orators appear like children, compared with 
him. This great fuccefs rendered him dill more 
fufpected and formidable to the nobility; and 
from thenceforth they agreed, that it was neceflary 
to fpare no methods for preventing him from 
attaining the Tribunefiiip. 

a.r. 626. M. JEmilius Lep idus. 

Am.c. 126. l Aurelius Orestes. 

Caius gets Caius having been elected Qusftor, the pro- 
to Sards- vince of Sardinia fell to him by Jot, under the 

Conful Oreftes. The Quseftorlhip was the firft 
juajtor. j n t h e order of dignities. His enemies were 

extremely pleafed to lee him obliged by his office 
to remove from the city and the aflembiies of the 
people \ and on his fide, he rejoiced no left than 
they, becaufe he naturally loved war, and had ex- 
ercifed himfelf no lefs in arms than in eloquence. 
Befides which, during the office of Tribune, 
which had been fo fatal to his brother, and not 
finding himfelf capable of refitting the People 
and his friends, who called upon him to accept 
it, he eagerly feized this occafion of abfence, 
which was become neceflary to him, and much to 
his tafte. 


If 
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If we admit this, it muft be allowed, that he M? 
threw himfelf into the affairs of government, ra- p ream 
ther through neceffity than choice. It is however Cains. 
certain, that Caius defired it might be thought fo. 

For as Cicero tells us, he himfelf related a dream Cic.de 
to every body, that implies a repugnance in him Dlvin - L 
overcome by fatality only. He faid, that at thepj^ 
time when he flood for theQja^ftorfhip, his bro- Val. Max, 
ther Tiberius appeared to him in a dream, andi. 7« 
told him: Caius, it is in vain to fly: the fates pre¬ 
pare for you a like deffiny to mine . 

Caius, on arriving in Sardinia, gave all man -Wifecon- 
ner of proof of great merit. He diftinguifhed^ °f 
himfelf above all the other young perfons by his 
valour againfl: the enemy, by his equity and juftice 
to all under him, and by his affeffion and rcfpeft 
for his General. But as to what regarded tempe¬ 
rance, a tafte for fimplicity, fobriety and love of 
labour, he excelled even thofe, that were of more 
advanced years than himfelf. 

The winter happened this year to be very hard 
and unwholfome in Sardinia. The General fent to 

9 

the cities to demand cloaths for his foldiers. The 


cities at the fame time fent deputies to the Senate, 
to defire to be exempted from this taxation, which 
exceeded their power. The Senate heard their re- 
queft favourably, and ordered the Confql to feels 
cloathing for his troops elfewhere. This order did 
not a little perplex him* becaufe he knew no 
means of furnifhing the expence, and relieving 
the foldiers, whom he faw with pain fuffer ex¬ 
tremely from the rigour of the weather. Caius, 
who was highly efteemed and beloved throughout 
the whole ifland, went from city to city, and by 
his eloquence prevailed upon them all to lend ha¬ 
bits, and to aid the Romans in fo prefling a necef¬ 
fity of their own accord. This example fhews of 

Vql, IX. E what 

« « 
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a. R. 6 z6. w hat importance it is to treat a people well, and 

Afit. C.i*6. ♦ r . 1 • rr n- r r 7 

to acquire their anection. 

Bis great The news of this being carried to Rome, fo 
reputation great a fervice iecmed an effay and prelude to 

^cnlu w ^ at ^aius wou 'd do to gain the affection of the 

People, and very much troubled the Senate, 
Their jealoufy, or rather ill-will, rofe fo high, 
that ambaffadors, who arrived at Rome about 
the fame time from King Micipfa, having declared 
to the Senate, that the King their mafter, out of 
confideration for Caius, had fent a great quantity 
of corn to the Roman General in Sardinia*, they 
were highly offended, and made the Ambaffadors 
retire. 


A.R. 617. 
Aat.C. 115. 


M. Pl.autius Hyps^us. 
M. Fulvius Flaccus. 


Turbulent Fulvius, the Confui of this year, was one of the 
defies of three commiffioners for the execution of the Agra* 

rian law, a turbulent man, who, to confole the 

BeH. Gv. a ^ es f° r c ^ c kls r ^ e ^ an d s ta ken from them, 

fupported, with the whole authority of the Con- 
fullhip, the projeft fet on foot by Tiberius, as I 
have faid above, to give all the States of Italy the 
freedom of Rome. Happily for the publick tran¬ 
quillity, the people of Maffylia [ Marfeilles ] lent 
deputies to Rome to demand aid againft the Gauls 
their neighbours, who infefted them. The care 
of this war, with which Fulvius voluntarily 
charged himfclf in hopes of a triumph, delivered 
the city for fome time from that factious man. 
Cenfiratj thefe circumftances, a confpiracy, which had 

been ] Q forming, broke out on a fudden, by- 
ugt * the revolt of Fregdls, a city of Latium. But it 
Frein- was fuppreffed in its birth by the care of the Prse- 
frem. tor L. ‘Opimius, who befieged the city and took 

it. If this confpiracy had not been difeovered in 

time. 
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time, it triighc then have occafioned the general A * R * 6 * 7 * 
defeftion of the allies, which afterwards highly eri- 40 *’ * IZ5 * 
dangered the Commonwealth. ThatPrsetor, who 
was a declared enemy of the family of the Gracchi; 
in the account which he gave the Senate of that 
confpiracy, threw out fome fufpicions of Caius; 
and reprefented fafts in fuch a manner, as to make 
him feem the principal fecret promoter of the en- 
terprize. 


C. Cassius Longinus. 
C. Sextius Calvinus, 


A. R. 6zS* 
Ant. 0*1244 


L. Aurelius had now been two years in Sardi-" 
nia. He was however continued in the command u 
in the fame province this year, and new troops 
were fent him to relieve thofe, who had hitherto 


done good fervice under him. The Senate’s prin? 
cipal defign in continuing the command to Aure¬ 
lius in Sardinia, was to keep Caius there alfo, in 
quality of Pro-quseftor, and to prevent him, under 
that pretext, from appearing at Rome, where 
his prefence was dreaded. But Caius did not give 
into this fnare, but embarked for Rome, where 
he appeared on a fudden, when he was believed to 
be ftill in Sardinia. His enemies did not fail to 


make this a crime, and took this occafion for ren¬ 


dering him odious, as a bold and daring young 
man, who fet himfclf above the laws. The people 
themfelves at firft condemned fo precipitate a re? 
treat, and thought it ftrange for a Quseftor tq 
Come home before his General. 

Being obliged to appear before the Cenfors to He entirely 
give them an account of his condyft, he defended;*#/" 
himfelf with abundance of force and 
He reprefented to them, “ That he had ferved(^ r * 
twelve years in the field, though the laws re- 

6 s 4 qyired only ten. That he had continued two 

2 entire 
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•* 44 entire years with his General afting as Qaseftor, 

^ “ though the law permitted a Qu^ftor to retire 
44 after one year of fervice. (a) That during the 
“ whole time he had not received a Angle obolus 
44 as a prcfcnt from the allies, and had not fuf- 
44 fered them to be at any expence on his account. 
44 That if it could be faid that any debauched 
44 women had entered his houfe, he fubmitted to 
44 be confide red as the laft and mod contemptible 
41 of mortals. He added, that he was the only 
44 one of this army, who had carried out his purfe 
44 full of money, and had brought it back empty j 
44 whereas all the reft had drank up the wine they 
44 had carried out in their flaggons, and had 
44 brought home the fame flaggons full of gold 
44 and filver. ” He pleaded his caufe fo well, 
that he brought over all that were prefcnt to his 
fide; and his judges were convinced, that great 
injuftice had been done him. 

After this affair, many others were fet on foot, 
and feveral ftill heavier articles of accufation were 
formed againft him. For he was accufedof hav¬ 
ing foliicned the allies to take arms againft the 
Romans, and of having had a fhare in the revolt 
of Fiegcliae. But he defended himfelf fo well 
againft the heads laid to his charge, that he en¬ 
tirely removed all the fufpicions that had been 
propagated a gain ft him. When he had purged 
himfelf of them, he applied himfelf to canvaffing 
for the Tribunefhip. 


{a) Ttaverfatus fum in pro- 
yincia, ut nemo pofTit vere di- 
cere affem aut eo plus in mu* 
neribus me accepiile; aut mea 
opera quemquam fumptum fe- 
ciffe—ii alia meretrix domum 

meam jntroivit—omnium na- 

► 

to ruin poftremum nequiffi- 
pumque exiftimatote. Ita- 


que, Quirites, cum Roma 
profeftus fum, zonas, quas 
plenas argento extuli ex pro- 
vincia inanes retuli. Alii vim 
amphoras, quas plenas tule- 
runt, eas argento plenas do- 
mum reportaverunt. Apud 

AuL Gcll. xv. t2. 

# 
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All the Nobility and Rich in general oppofed** 
him in this demand, of which they extremely ap- Qaitu'is** 
prehended the confequences. But the People were elected fHr 
fo highly in his intereft, that a kind of inundation^* mt ~ 

of citizens came from all parts of Italy to (hare 1 ^n^fbTt 
his eleftion. The multitude of them was fo ^y^ofitionlf 

great, that vaft numbers could not find lodging, the Senate. 

and the Field of Mars being too little to contain 
them all, they gave their fuffrages with loud 
voices from the roofs of houfes. All the advan¬ 
tage the Nobles acquired from the pains they had 
taken, was the (light mortification they gave 
Caius, in being chofcn only fourth, whereas he 
expe&ed to have been nominated firil. But they 
did not get much by that. For he no fooner en¬ 
tered upon office, than he became the firft, by the 
fuperiority of his merit, to that of all his Col- 
• legues. 

Cicero (a) makes no difficulty to fay, t\iiX Hisprtife; 
Caius had talents, if he had lived longer, to have 

equalled his father Gracchus, and his grandfather 
Scipio Africanus. He extremely regrets, that he 
chofe rather to approve his zeal for his brother’s 
memory, than his piety to his country : and he 
owns, that the State and Letters were equally 
lofers by his death. As to his eloquence, he gives 
it the higheft praifes. He extols his noble diftion, 
folid thoughts, rich abundance, and a majeftic 
gravity and force, that placed him much above 
all the orators that had appeared till then at 


(a) Noli putare, Brute, 
quemquam pleniorem & 
uberiorem ad dicendum fuifle 
—Damnum, illius immaturo 
interitu, res Romans Lati- 
nsque litters fecerunt. Uti- 
nam non tam fratri pietatem 
quam patrias prsftare voluif- 
let! Quim ille facile tali 


ingenio, diutius fi vixiflat,vel 
paternam eflet vel avitam 
gloriam confecutus: Eloqaea- 
tia quidem nefcio an habuif* 
fet parem neminem. Grand 
eft verbis, , fapiens fentemiis, 
genere toto gravis. Brut . 
125, r C.: 


E 


2 


Rqme, 
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Rome, and which were capable of carrying him 
on to a degree of perfedtion, that would have left 
him nocaufe to fear, that he fhould ever have a 
fuperior. 

(a) What particularly animated his eloquence, 
was the force with which his refpeft and tendernefs 
for his brother infpired him, the remembrance of 
his cruel death, that was always before his eyes, 

and affedled him with the moft lively affliftion-, 
and laftly, a violent defire of avenging it. For 
whatever was the fubject of his difcourfe, he al¬ 
ways found occafion to deplore his brother’s death, 
and incefiantly recalled that idea to the People, 
which fupplied him with the moft pathetic 
thoughts and expreffions. (b) IVhither Jhall Ifly y 
lays he, where Jhall I find an afylum ? Shall I go 
to the Capitol? But that temple is Jill wet with my 
brother's blood . Shall I go to hide myfelf in my own 
houfe ? But there I find a mother inconfolable, and 
in defpair . To fuch moving difcourfe he added a 
manner of fpeaking, a tone of voice, geftures, 
and looks, which drew tears from the eyes even 
of his enemies. 

Sometimes to the fanguinary violence commit¬ 
ted upon Tiberius, he oppofed the quite different 
condaft of the ancient Romans. Tour anceftors , 

faid he, informer times , declared war a gain ft the 
Fabfcij to revenge GenuciuSi Tribune of the People, 
whom they had infulted only in words y they con - 
demnedC. Veterius to die , becaufe , as one of the Tri¬ 
bunes was going through the Forum , be had been the 


. {a) C. Gracchum mors fra- 
terna, pietas,doler,magnitude 
animi, ad eipetendas domefti- 
d. fanguinis pranas exdtavit. 
Cif. dt Harufp. re/p • 43* 
(£J-Quomemifert»nferam ? 
quo vertam r In Capitolium- 


ne ? at fratris fangmne redun- 
dat. Ad domain ? matrem- 
neutmiferam, lamentantein- 
que videam, & abje£Uyn ? C. 
Gracchus apud Cic. 1 - lii* dt 

Gr«n- 2U. ‘ J 

1 

♦ 

■ ''only 
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. only one who refufed to make ubay for* him to pdfs. ^jV 62 *-; 
Whereas thofe men, pointing to tbe Nobility, knocked 
my brother Tiberius on the head with ftaves before 
your eyes \ in their fury they dragged his furthered 
body through the city, and threw it into the Tiber, to 
deprive it of funeral honours . Without atiy form of 
juft ice they put all his friends to death, that fell into 
their hands. However , added he, it is a cuftont 
obferved in all times at Rome , that when a man is 
profecuted criminally, if he does not appear early in 
the morning, an officer is fent to his door to futnmoft 
him by found of trumpet \ and before that ceremony 
is performed, the judges never proceed to pafs 
fentence . Such was the care and precaution of out 
anceftors in their trials, when the life of a citizen 
was in queftion. 


Tribunefhip of Ca I us. 

* 

QX/ecilius Metellus. 

T. Quintius Flamininus. 


A. ft. 

Ant. 


Caius after having warmed the people by fuch Caius 
difcourfes, propofed two laws, both tending tQ propofnft* 
attack the enemies of Tiberius. The.one 
That every magiftrate depofed by the people fhouli be* aVJ *' 
rendered incapable of {landing for any office. The 
other decreed, That the magiftrate, whofhoidd have 
banifhed a citizen , without having profecutedhm ac¬ 
cording to the forms,[hould be cited and triedbeforethe 
People . The firft of theie laws directly, regarded 
Oftavius,whom Tiberius had cauied to be depofed 3 
and the other Popilius, who being Conful, had 
banilhed the friends' of Tiberius, without having 
very exa£Uy obferved the forms of juftice. Popi¬ 
lius did not wait the fentence of tffe. People, and! 
voluntarily banilhed himfelffrom Jtaly.. , Hqwaa 
not.long an exile. Caius was no fooner killed, 

E 4 than 
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a^r. 629. than the Tribune L. Calpurnius Beftia caufed Po* 
Cl23 ‘pillius to be recalled by the fuffrages of the Peo¬ 
ple themfelves. As to what concerns the other 
law, Caius annulled it at the requeft of his mo¬ 
ther, who interefted herfelf for Octavius, The 
People came readily into this: for they highly 
honoured Cornelia, as much out of confideracion 
for her two fons, as on account of her father •, 
which evidently appeared fometime after by a fta- 
tue of bronze, which they erefted to her with this 
infcription, Cornelia, the mother of the Gracchi . 

Thefe two firft laws were only a prelude to 
many others that followed ; and Caius omitted 
nothing, that could retrench the authority c.f the 
Senate, and augment that of the People. 

He renewed his brother’s law for thediftribution 
of lands: and caufed himfelf to be eftablifhed, or 
confirmed, Triumvir for that diftribution, with 
M. Fulvius and C. Craffus. 

He decreed, that the foldiers Ihould be fupplied 
with habits, without any deduction from their pay \ 
and that no citizen fhould be inlifted till the age 
of leventeen years compleat. 

He did not forget the multitude, that inhabited 
Rome, and decreed, that a certain quantity of 
corn fhould be diftributed monthly to the poor 
citizens upon the foot of fomeching lefs than an 
half-penny of our money. (5) This law gave 
the People infinite pieafure, who were thereby 
provided for, and difpenfed. from working. But 
all perfons of worth oppofed it: firft becaufe it 
exhaufted the public treafory ; but efpecially, be¬ 
caufe if it be incumbent on a wife government to 

'{a) Fromentariam legem quod&ab indufiria plebem ad 
C. Gracchus ferebat. Jucue- defidiaxn avocari patabant, & 
da res plebi Romans: vi&us zrarium exhauriri videbant- 
enim fuppeditabatur large fine Cic.proSext. 105. 
labore. Repugrunt boni. 


relieve 
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relieve fuch as are really poor, and not in a con- A * R - 6l 9 - 

• 1 • p • • \ r * t Ant«C»i2i* 

aition to get their living, it is no iels certain, that 
by indifcriminately taking the inferior people from 

the habit and neceflity of labour, infinite harm is 

done the Commonwealth, which is overburthened 


with the multitude of the idle and lazy, who give 
themfelves up to all kinds of diforders, and excef- 
fes. This kind of largefies, therefore, fays Ci-DeOffic. 
cero, are laudable, when they are moderate, andu*7<>. 
regulated by real occafions: but excefiive and in¬ 
definite, as thefe of Caius were, they mull be 
deemed very pernicious. 

The distributions of corn decreed by Caius were 
really indefinite. For it appears, that it included 
the rich as well as the poor. The faft, which I 
am going to relate, is a proof of this. L. Pifo, 
furnamed (a) Frugi, that is, boneft man, a perfon 
then of Confular dignity, but ftill more venerable 
for his univerfal acknowledged probity, had been 
one of thofe, who had mod ftronghy oppofed the 
law of Caius, of which we are fpeaking. When 
this law had overcome all obftacles, and began to 
be put in execution, Caius, feeing him amongft 
thole who came to rake the diftribution, called 
upon him before the whole People, and reproach¬ 
ed him with afling inconfiilently with himlelf, in 
demanding his lhare of corn in confequence of a 
law, which he had oppofed. 1 would not willingly 


(a) Pifo ille Frugi Temper 
contra legem frumentariam 
dixerat. Is, lege lata, confula- 
ris ad frumentum accipiendum 
venerat. Animadvertit Grac¬ 
chus in concione Pifunem ftan- 
tem. Quasrit, audience popu- 
lo R. qui fibi conftet, cum ea 
lege frumentum petat, quam 
diffuaferat. Nolim, inquit, me a 
Sofia, Gracchi, tibi viritim di¬ 


vider e liceat; fedJi facial far- 
timpetam. Parum-nedeclara- 
vit vir gravis & fapiens, 
Sempronia patrimonium pub¬ 
licum diHipari ?—C. Grac¬ 
chus cum largitiones maximal 
feciflet, & effudiflet cerarium, 
verbis tamen defendebat #ra- 

/ i • 

rium. Quid verba audiam, 
cu m fada' videam. fufcul. 
iiiw 48.. 
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Caius un¬ 
dertake; 
ar.d exe¬ 
cute; fevt 
ral iuklic 

1 

fixerk; of 
impor¬ 
tance, 


CmciuvSy Qtntmufr, Confuls. 

confent, replied Pi fo, that youJhoulddistribute my 
fortune to the citizens . But if you were to do it y I 
Jboidd come at kaji to ajk my part of it. To talk 
thus, was pubiickly condemning the law of Caius, 
as ruining the treafury, and exhaufting the patri¬ 
mony of the publick, of which Caius however 
boafted himfelf in all hisfpeeches the defender and 
preferver: but his aftions proved quite the re- 
verfe. 

He alfo pa fled decrees for fettling colonies, 
making high-ways, and building publick maga¬ 
zines-, and he took upon himlelf the direction and 
^management of thole important works, without 
ever finking under the weight of care, and with¬ 
out feeming fo much as perplexed with fo many 
and fo great undertakings; but on the contrary, 
executing them all with as much readinefs and at¬ 
tention-, as if each had been the only one he was 
charged with. The People were tranlported to fee 
him always followed by a crowd of undertakers, 
workmen, ambaffadors, officers, foldiers, and 
men of letters, with whom he converfed familiarly 
with great humanity, always retaining his gravity 

and dignity in the midft of his obliging and po¬ 
lite behaviour, accommodating himfelf to their 
feveral characters, and talking with each in his 
own way 5 an uncommon talent, but abfolutely 
neceflary toperfons in high ftations! 

The works, which he had moft at heart, and 
to which he applied with the greateft attention, 
were the great high-ways, in which he confined 
himfelf principally to conveniency, without neg¬ 
lecting however beauty and ornament. He car¬ 
ried on thefe ways in right lines acrofs countries, 
paved them with fine hewn (tones wherever there 
was occafion, or ufed fplinters of ftone and gra¬ 
vel to make the roads firm. He caufed all bogs 
and hollows, made by the cottrfe of waters to be* 

filled 
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filled up, or joined them to banks by ftrong^. R- ^ 
bridges. Befides this, he divided all thefe ways* £ ’ ' lzy 
into equal diftances, each of a thoqfaod paces, and 
caufed a kind of (tone pillars to be erected, on 
which the number of thefe miles were cue, begin¬ 
ning from Rome. And hence come the words 
fo common in Latin authors, tertio> quarto aburbe 
lapide. On both fides he alfo caufed (tones to be 
placed to affift travellers in getting on horfeback: 
for in his time the ufeof ftirrops was unknown. 

The credit of Caius daily augmented amongft 
the people, who gave him the higheft praifes,and 
declared themfelves ready to add the mod effen- 
tial marks of their affeftion. Caius took the ad¬ 
vantage of this good difpofuion, to remove from 
the Confulfhip Opimus, his mortal enemy, who 
had formerly endeavoured to have him confidered 
as the author of the confpiracy at Fregellae, and to 
fubftitute Fannins in his place, from whom he 
certainly expected more fupport than he received. 

For this purpofe he faid one day to the people; in 
haranguing them, that he had one favour toafkof 
them upon the day of the election of Confuls, 
which fhould be, if obtained,, the fum of all re¬ 


wards to him, but however, if denied, he fhould 
never complain of it. This declaration gave 
great difquiec, and particularly alarmed the Se¬ 
nate. Every one interpreted the intention of 
Caius his own way, The day of election being C .Fannius 
come, and every body in expectation of what.he"*'*^ 
would afk, he came to the Field of Mars, leading c ° n J ul b 

G Fannius by the hand, and folliciting with all his l/caiuj. 
friends in his favour. The people did not hefi- 
tate, and create Fannius Conful, giving him Cn. 
Domitius for Collegue. Befides this, they con - Cains» 


dnued Caius himfelf in the Tribunefhip, though elefad 
he had neither afked, nor made any intereft for 
it. His aCtions canvaffed fufficiently for him* tim™ 

C, Fan- 


or 
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A.R.630. C. Fanhius. 

AblC - 1 “- Cn. Domitius. 


Caius 
transfers 
the admi- 
mft rat ion 
of juft ice 
from the 
Senate to 
the 

Knights. 


Caius, always intent upon weakening the autho¬ 
rity of the Senators, and feeing that the privilege 
of having the foie adminiftration of juftice gave 
them great power, did not content himfelf with 
affodating the Knights with them in adjudging 
caufes, as Plutarch fays, (in which the learned Ma- 
nucius Ihews he was miftaken:) but he deprived 
the Senate entirely of it, and transferred it to the 
Knights. * Many changes were made in this 
refpect in the fcquel. The flagrant injuftices 
committed on trials, in which criminals, mod no¬ 


torious for opprefllons and extortions,found affured 
protection by corrupting the judges with prefents, 
ferved Caius as fpecious pretexts for propofing this 
law, and the people for eftablifbing it by their 
fufffages. The lame reafon made the Senate 
alhamed to oppofe it. 

Appian. When Caius had paffed this law, he publickly 
Bell. Civ.boafted, that he had utterly ruined the power of 
^ *• the Senate j and he was not miftaken. The 


Knights, now foie mafters in adjudging caufes, 
made themfelves formidable to the Senators. They 
foon imitated, and even furpaffed thofe they had 
fucceeded, in corruption and iniquity. As the 
farmers of the publick revenues were of their or¬ 
der, their new power gave them the means of 
boldly committing peculation, and of robbing the 
Commonwealth with entire impunity. They did 


* The Knights retained the afterwards in full poffeffton of 
Power Caius granted them du- the judicature ; which was 
ring jixteen or feventeen years t again divided between them 
till the Confvljbip of Carpic, and the fenators fometime after , 
who ajfociated the Senators till Sylla deprived the Knights 
with them. The Knights were entirely of it. 


not 
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not content themfelves with receiving prefents for^R. 63°. 
acquitting the guilty: they went fo far as to de- ' 
ftroy the innocent. We fliall fee fadts of this 
kind, which will prove, that to reform abufes, it 
was neceffary not to transfer the adminiftration of 
juft ice from one order to another, but to reform 
the whole State, which was univerfally corrupted, 
and to revive, if that had been pofiible, the fenti- 
rnents of honour and probity of the ancient 
Romans. 

Another change, which he either introduced, 
or * revived, though flight in appearance, difco- 
vers the real intentions of Caiiis, and fhews, that 
his plan was entirely to change the government of 
Rome, to make it degenerate into a mere demo¬ 
cracy, and to deprive the Senate of the principal 
rank and authority. It was the cuftom for thofe, 
who harangued in the tribunal, to turn towards the 
Senate, and the place called the Comitium . Caius, 
in fpeaking, affctted to turn towards the other end, 
which was the Forum, and after he had began this, 
he always perfevered in it, to fhew that the fove- 
reign power was vefted in the people, and that it 
was to them, and not to the Senate, all who fpoke 
of publick affairs ought to addrefs themfelves. 

Caius, feeing that the Conful Fannius, notwith- 
ftanding his obligations to him, was extremely 
cold in his affairs, neglefted nothing to conciliate 
the people, and made new laws. Accordingly he 
propofed the fending of colonies toTarentum and 
Capua, and undertook to have the freedom of the 
city, and the right of voting, granted to all the 
Hates of Italy, almoft to the Alps, which would 

* Cicero and Varro mention jefiure, that the example of 
pne Licinius , Tribune the 607/16 Licinius had not been followed 
year of Rome , as the author of by kis JucceJfors y and that Caius 
this practice. To reconcile Plu- revived it, 
thrch with them y we may con - 


have 
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ar.6^c. have enabled him to have paffed whatfoever he 
Aat ' c ’ 1 '“pl e afed in the affembly. 

The Senate, The Senate, terrified with the power of Caius, 
to ruin /£* which became more exorbitant every day, and ap- 
credit cf prehending, chat it would at length attain to an 

height, which would make it impoflible to oppofe 
j} rs f USt it, conceived a method entirely new, and hitherto 
fhii unheard of, for exceedingly weakening his credit 


cm o 


popular 

itjelf. 


Colley, w jth the people. This was, to render itfelf ftill 
cppefe hm , more popular than Caius, and to grant the peo- 

anJhecomts . . , r , , . • u , . n , 

pie, without much regard to right and juft, what- 
ever could be agreeable to them. 

Amongft the Collegues of Caius, there was one 
very capable of becoming his rival. This was 
-Livius Drufus, whofc happy natural parts had 
been cultivated by the molt excellent education ; 
befides which, he was rich, eloquent, and one of 
the principal citizens of Rome in every refpedt. 
The Great applied to him, and prcffed him to 
oppofe Caius, and unite with them, not in vio¬ 
lently contending againlt the people, and refitting 
wh2t they defired ; but on the contrary, in ftudy- 
ing to pieafe them in all things, and even in thofe 
for which it had been glorious to have incurred 
their hatred. It was no longer a time for a Con- 
Ren *. Hf. ful to fay to the People: Ifhould be very glad, Ro - 

Vd. I. mans, to pieafe you ; but I chufe much rather topre - 

jerve you, whatever dijgufi you may conceive forme 
in conference. This conftancy feemed no longer 
in feafon: and it had colt the great Scipio Africa- 
nus his life, for defiring to follow thefe ancient 
maxims. The Senate therefore gave way on this 
occafion, and thereby attained their ends: but it 
muft be confeffed, it is at the cxpence of their 
glory. 

An impulfe of jealoufy, common enough, and 
in a manner natural, to thofe who fee fomc one of 
their Collegues raife himfelf above all the others, 

either 
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either by his merit or credit, ahd in fome 
fnre take upon him to lord it over the reft, was a n ‘ ,I32 ‘ 
fufficient motive to determine Drufus to give into 
the propofal made to him. The publick utility 
put into his hands, the honour of reftoring the 
tranquillity of the State, and reconciling both 
parties, feemed alfo reafons worthy of a good ci¬ 
tizen. He therefore gave himfelf up to the Se¬ 
nate : he propofed and palled laws, which had 
nothing meritorious, or of real ufe in them, but 
of which the foie end was to do ftill more for the 
people than Caiusdid, and thereby to deprive him. 
of the affedion of the multitude. The approba¬ 
tion given by the Senate to all the enterprizes of 
Drufus, fliews plainly, fays Plutarch, that it was 
not fo much the laws of Caius, as his perfon itfelf, 
and too great authority, that had difpleafed him. 

Accordingly, when Caius decreed the eftablilh- 
ment of two colonies, for which he was for having 
the moft worthy of the citizens chofen, the Senate 
rofe up againft him, and treated him as a flatterer 
of the people : and when Drufus eftablifhed 
twelve, and fent three thoufand of the pooreft 
citizens into each of them, they fupported him 
with their whole power. They did the fame in 
every thing; and Drufus never failed, in propofing 
his laws, to declare, that he aded by the advice 
of the Senate; which much abated the People’s 
rancouragainft the principal perfons of that body, 
and almoft entirely extinguilhed the animofity, 
which the Gracchi had fomented between the two 
orders. 

Such was the undoubtedly falutary effed of the 
Senate’s policy, and of the laws of Drufus: an 
effed, which manifeftly gave the fuperiority to 
the caufe of the Great over that of the Gracchi, as 
all the meafures of the two brothers tended only to 
lowing divifion, whereas thofe of the Senate re-.. 

4 ftored 
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car- 


A.R. 630. ftored concord. Let us add, that if it was for the - 
Afi£ ' ai2s 'g°od of the State, as cannot be denied, that the 

principal authority of the government fhouid re¬ 
main in the hands of thatauguft body, rather than 
be abandoned to the caprice of the multitude, the 
end which the Senate propofed in the laws of Dru- 
fus, was good and laudable; though the means 
they employed, were below their dignity. 

Caius might have perceived, that his credit de- 
rits a co- dined. An aftion of his at this time gives reafon 
Ur% to to doubt, whether he was aware of it or not. Q. 

PhL ***' R u b r i us > one tribunes, not to continue 

App.p.s^idle whilft his Collegues were fo bufy, and to di- 

ftinguifh himfclf alfo by fomething memorable, 
caufed it to be decreed by the People, that Car¬ 
thage, which had very lately been dedroyed by 
Scipio, fhouid be rebuilt, and a colony fent thi¬ 
ther. At the time of its deftrudlion, it had been 
forbidden to inhabit it for the future in the name 
Of the Roman People, with horrible imprecations 
a gain if fuch as, contrary to his interdiction, fhould 
undertake to rebuild it. Caius was not terrified 
by them, and to make his court to the People, 
(perhaps alfo to remove the rrophies of Scipio,) 
he undertook to repeople it, and carried a colony 
thither confiding of fix thoufand citizens. To re¬ 
move from Rome in the prefent date of affairs, 
and to leave his rival there, was not a&ing like a 
good politician. 

Drufus Drufus accordingly, taking advantage of hisab- 
takes ad- fence, made new efforts to engage the People, 
vantage of d conciliate their favour; wherein he was ex-» 
hisabfence. ^dingly affided by the bad conduct of Fulvius. 

He was the particular friend of Caius, and com- 
miffioner-with him for the didribution of lands; a 
man of a feditious and turbulent fpirit, hated by 
the whole fenate, and fufpeSed by all good citi¬ 
zens, as promoting inlurre&ions amongft the a U 

lies 2 
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lies, and fecrctly exciting the ftates of Italy to re- A - R * 6 3©* 
volt. Thefe were only reports, that were fup- ‘ ’' 2 *‘ 
ported by no certain and evident proof; by it his ■ 
conduct made them probable; for he never took 
the right fide of a quefiion, and always declared 
againit union. This was what contributed moll 
to the ruin of Caius: for all the hatred conceived 
for Fulvius, fell by reflexion upon him. 

Caius however was employed in re-building and Cam re -1 
re-peopling Carthage, of which he changed the/*wf« 
name, and called it Junonia , that is, the city oi^ ome * 
Juno , the tutelar goddefs of ancient Carthage, as 
Virgil ( a) has obfcrved a 1 mo ft an hundred years 
after. The tribune found obftacles to his projects, 
as I have related in the preceding book. He 
however perfifted, and having regulated' and or¬ 
dained every thing in the fpace of feventy days, 
re-imbarked and returned to Rome. Amongft 
other motives, which induced him to haften his re¬ 
turn, one of the principal was his apprehenfion of 
the Confulfhip of Opimius, whom he had fet afide 
the preceding year, but who actually flood now, 
and was defted Conful for the year enfuing. 

Caius found a change of difpofirion at Rom e: He changes 
which might have made him ftnfibie of his fault in huhabita- 
removing from it. To omit nothing, that might //tf * # 
regain him the favour of the People, he thought 
it necefiary to change his habitation. Inftead of 
refiding on mount Palatine, he removed to below 
the Forum ; a much more popular place, becaufe 
it was the quarter of the inferior people, and 
.pooreft citizens. 

He conceived another more effectual means 'jy ecreeo f 
this was the promulgation of feveral new law s>tbeCon[ul 
It is very probable, that the laws, which he pro-^ 2 *™" 

contrary to 


(<2) Quam Juno fertur terris magis omnibus unam 
Pofthabita coluifte Samo- J£n . I. 20. 


thci nterejh 

of Caius • 


Vql. IX. F 


pofed 
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Anu:. 6 /-^ po^d on f h e prefenc occafion, were thofe, which 
""’were intended for communicating the freedom of 


Rome, and the right of fuffrage to the Latines 
and other ftates of Italy. The allies in confe- 
quence flocking to Rome from all parts, and fur¬ 
rounding Caius continually, the Senate perfuaded 
the Conful Fannius to make all perfons, that did 
not inhabit Rome, retire, and to leave none but 
'•citizens in it. An order almoft unheard of till 
then, and which feemed very ftrange, was pub- 
lifhed by found of trumpet, prohibiting every one , 
who was not a citizen , to remain in Rome , or to ap¬ 
proach nearer than Jive miles to the city , during the 
whole time that the new laws Jhould be in delibera¬ 
tion. Caius, on his fide, affixed papers on all 
fides, complaining of this unjuft proclamation of 
the Con ful’s, and promifmg to aid all the allies, 
who Ihould continue in Rome, with force. He 
however did not keep his word. For feeing one 
of his friends and guefts infulted by the GonfuPs 
officers, on account of difobeying that prohibition, 
he went forwards, and gave him no aid •, whether 
perceiving his credit diminiffied, he was afraid to 
expofe himfelf on the occafion, or, as he laid 
himfelf, he was unwilling to give his enemies the 
pretext they fought of coming to blows, and draw- 
ins; on fome combat. 

Caius He happened at the fame time to differ exceed- 
quarreb j n gly with his Collegues, on the occafion I am 

CcIjJks S° in § t0 re ^ ace - The P eo pi e were t0 be prefent at 
c ^ ' a combat of gladiators to be exhibited in the Fo¬ 
rum. Moft of the magiftrates caufed fcaffolds to 
beerefted round the place, in order to lett them. 
Caius gave them orders to take them down, that 
the poof might have thofe places to fee the fhew 
without paying. As nobody obeyed his command, 
he flayed till the night before the games, and 
taking along with him all the carpenters and 

workmen 
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workmen at his difpofal, he made them demoliftiA**-^ 0 - 
all thofe fcafFolds himfelf, and thereby rendered Ant,c * 121 
the place free for all the citizens indifferently. 

This adioo made the multitude confider him as a 
man of refolution and courage ^ but hisCollegues 
werediffatisfied, and taxed him with boldnefsand 
violence. 


Lucius Opimius. 

Ch Fabius Maximus. 


A, R. 6^1. 
Am.C. izi. 


Opimius had failed of the Confulfhip the year Caius is 
before, as I have already obferved, through ^prevented 
credit of Caius, who at that time caufed Fannius^T^J?^ 
to be elected Conful. He was revenged on him \lntfor 
this year, and Caius, in his turn, who expe&ed the third 
to be chofen Tribune for the third time, was ex-^* 
eluded from that office. According to fome au¬ 
thors, he however had the plurality of voices; but 
his Collegues, perhaps in concert with Opimius* 
through envy and revenge, atted very unjuftly in 
making their report of them. This, point was 
not cleared up in time, and remained doubtful. 

The enmity between Caius and Opimius, which 
had appeared before, then broke out with more 
violence than ever, and was carried to the laft 
exceffes. 

* 

Opimius no fooner faw himfelf Conful, than h tEvery 
undertook to cancel feveral of Caius’s laws. He ^ jin & is 
in fitted principally on that which regarded the re- 
eftablifhment of Carthage-, ftrongly reproaching^*/*, 
Caius with havingformed and executed chat enter- 
prize contrary to prior prohibitions, to rebuild the 
walls of that rival of Rome, and notwithflanding 
the will of the Gods, who had mamfeftly de¬ 
clared themfelves by finifter omens and prodigies* 
which ought immediately to have made himdefift 
from that defign. A Tribune, fupported by the 

F2 author 
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a.r. 63 1 . authority of the Senate and Conful, accordingly 
IJI *propofed the abolition of the law concerning the 
colony of Carthage, and perhaps of fotne other 
laws of Caius. The day for the aflembly was de¬ 
clared for proceeding to deliberation upon thefe 
points. Caius at fir If fupported all thefe affronts 
with patience, and feemed difpofed to employ no 
meafures againft his adverfaries but thofe of peace 
andjuftice', whether he diffided in his credit with 
the People, or prudentially avoided giving the 
Conful the occafion he fought to excite trouble,and 
proceed to violence. But his friends, and parti¬ 
cularly Fulvius, animated him fo ftrongly, that 
he drew his partizans together to oppofe the Con- 
ful. He thereby acted very wrong, as, being 
only a private perfon, he refitted the publick au¬ 
thority with force. 

The day the affembly was to be held, Opimius 
on one fide, and Caius on the other, occupied the 
Capitol in the morning. The Conful having per¬ 
formed the facrifice, one of his officers, called 
Antyllius, who was carrying away the intrails 
ot the victims, faid to Fulvius, and the great mul¬ 
titude round him, Make ran*, bad citizens , and let 
bon eft men pafs. This ofrcnfive word enraged them 
to fuch a degree, that they fell upon Antyllius, 
and killed him upon the fpot with the bodkins (or 
JlyJi) of their table books, which, it is faid, they 
had purpoieiy made larger than ulual, in order to 
life them as arms upon occafion. 

This murder occafioned a great tumult. Caius 
was extremely afflicted at it, and flew out againft 
his followers, reproaching them that they had 
siven their enemies an handle, who had Iong 
fought only a pretext for fhedding blood. Opi¬ 
mius, on the contrary, conlidering this event as 
favourable to his defigns, prepared to take the ad¬ 
vantage ot it, and excited the People to venge¬ 
ance. 
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ance. But an heavy rain happened to fall, which A - R * 
obliged them to feparate. Ant.c.121. 

The next day the Conful affembled the Senate •, 
and whilft he was fpeaking, certain perfons, by his 
own direction, having placed the body of Antyl- 
Jius upon a bier, carried it acrols the forum to the 
Senate-houfe with great cries of grief. Opimius, 
on hearing this noife, feigned furprize, and all 

the Senators went out to fee what was the matter. 

« • 

The bier having been fet in the middle of the fo¬ 
rum, they furrounded it, and lamented the mur¬ 
der, as a great difafter: Miferable comedy! which 
with reafon excited the People’s indignation. 

They mafiacred Ti. Gracchus, the Tribune of 
the People, faid they, and threw his body into 
the Tiber *, and now when a Liftor, who per¬ 
haps did notdeferve his misfortune, but at leaft 
drew it upon himfelf by his imprudence, is ex- 
pofed upon the forum, the Roman Senate fur- 
rounds his bier, raifes lamentable cries concern- 
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ing his death, and attends with pomp the fune¬ 
ral of a pitiful fellow, in order that they may 
fucceed in deftroying the lad furviving defender 
of the Roman People.” 

The Senate having afterwards returned in xo The Conful 
their houfe, patted a decree, by which the Conful Opimius 
was directed to provide for the fafety of the Com-* w ^ J 

monwealth: Uti L. Opimius Consul Rem- enateta e 


This form gave him 


arms . 


PUBLICAM DEFENDERET. 

an unlimited power. The Conful then ordered Q\ Vt 
all the Senators to take arms, and all the Knights l.i 365. 
to attend him the next day in the morning, each 
with two fervants well armed. At the fame time 
he caufed Caius and Fulvius to be cited to come 
in perfon, and give an account of their conduft 
to the Senate. 



They 




A- R. 631. 
Ant-C. 121. 


Licir.ia 

exhorts 
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They were far from complying with this fum- 
mons, that is, from delivering themfelves up to 
their enemies. Fulvius drew together and armed 
as many people as he could. Caius feemed to 
have no thoughts of his defence: but on returning 
from the forum, he ftopc near his father’s ftatue, 
looked at it a great while without fpeaking a 
word, and could not help fhedding fome tears, 
and venting fume fighs, perhaps regretting too 
late his not having followed the example of fo 
illuftrious a father, who had always adhered to the 
party of the ariftocracy*, and had been fo happy in 
effedt. The People, who faw Caius in this condi- 
tion, were moved with companion. All of them, 
reproaching themfelves with cowardice for aban¬ 
doning and betraying fu 'h a protector, followed 
him home, and patted the night before his doors. 
They kept guard there; but mournfully, and with 
filence, reflecting upon the publick calamities, and 
thofe which threatened them in their private con¬ 
dition. At Fulvius’s, on the contrary, nothing 
was feen but fcafting and revelling; he made him- 
felf drunk firft, and when heated with wine, there 
was no kind of rhodomontades, either in words, 
or in actions, by which he did not endeavour to 
fignalize himfelf. 

The next morning it was not eafy to awake 
him. He however rofe (till intoxicated with the 
fumes of wine; and his people being armed, they 
all fet forwards with great cries and haughty me¬ 
naces, and feized mount Aventine. As to Caius, 
he refufed to arm, and went out in his robe, as if 
to a common afiembiy, taking only with him a 
little dagger. When he was going, his wife Li- 
cinia flopped him, and threw herfelf on her knees 
at the rhiclhoid, lifting up one hand, and holding 
her fon in the other. u She reprefented to him 

in a voice mingled wjth fobs, the certain dan^ 
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ger to which he expofed himfelf, in going 
that condition before the murderers of his bro¬ 


ther Tiberius. She praifed his generality in 
not being willing to take arms againft his fel¬ 
low citizens; but Ihe exhorted him at lead to 


provide for the fafety of his life. And laftly, 
if he was infenfible to his own death, which 


would leave the Commonwealth without a de¬ 


fender, fhe conjured him in the name of the 
gods to have compaffion on an unfortunate wife 
and tender infant, who would lofe their all in 


“ lofing him, and were upon the point of being 
cc expofed to all the indignities, that were to be 
“ expefted from fuch furious and inhuman ene- 
“ mics as thofe who profecuted his family. ** 
Caius difengaged himfelf gently from between her 
arms, and walked on in profound filence, fur- 
rounded by his friends. His wife defiring to fol¬ 
low him, in order to hold him by his robe, fell 
upon the ground, where Ihe continued without 
voice or fenfe, till his domefticks, feeing her in a 
fwoon, took her up, and carried her to the houfe 
of her brother Craffus. 


When the followers of Caius and Fulvius were He tndea- 


affembled on the Aventine, Caius, that he might 
have nothing to reproach himfelf with, prevailed 
upon Fulvius to fend his fecond fon with a cadu- 
ceus in his hand to the forum. He was a youth 


a;ours an 
accojnmo- 
daiion in- 
cfftfiually* 


of Angular beauty, and the graces of his afpeft 
were exalted by the humble and modeftair, with 
which he approached, and by the tears which he 
Ihed in making the propofals of accommodation. 


with which he was charged, to the Conful and Se 


nate. The majority of the Senators were not 


averfe to treating. But the Conful Opimius would 
hear nothing. It is not , faid he, by heralds , thofe 
rebels are to explain themfelves. Let them come in 

per fon to undergo their fentence as criminals * to ajk 

F 4 grace 
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r. 631. grace in that condition , difarm the wrath of the 
^ C ' 121m Senate offended by their revolt. At the fame time, 

he ordered that young man to return, and ex* 
prefsly forbade him to come back, except he 
brought with him the fubmiflion of Caius and 
Fulvius to the Senate’s orders. The young man 
having made his report, Caius would have obey¬ 
ed, and appeared before the Senate, to vindicate 
himfclf. But ail the reft having oppofed it, Fuf- 
vius fent his fen rack again to make the fame pro- 
pofals a fecond time. Opimius, who only defired 
to terminate the affair by the method of arms, 
impatient to come to blows, caufed young Fulvius 
to be fti2ed, and having put him into the cuftody 
cf perfons he could confide in, he fet forwards a- 
ga nft thefma.'l army of Fulvius with a good body 
of infartry, and fomc Cretan archers, who dif- 
charging upon that troop, and wounding many, 
foon put the reft into diforder. The flight im¬ 
mediately became general. Fulvius retired into a 
publick bath, that had been abandoned, where he 
mount A - v/as found foon after, and killed with his eldeit 

fon. In tins fkirmifh and flight two hundred and 
fifty were flain on the fide of Fulvius. Hiftory 
does not tell us, whether there was any lofs on 
the other fide. We only know, that P. Lentu- 
lus, Prince of the Senate, received a confiderable 
wound in it. 

As to Caius, he was neither feen to fight, nor to 
draw his fword. Highly afflidted with what paf- 
fed, he retired into the temple of Diana. He 
there would have killed himfelf with his dagger •, 
but he was prevented by Pomponius and Licini- 
two of the moft faithful of his friends, who 
took it from him, and prevailed upon him to fly. 
Caius, before he quitted the temple, fell on his 
knees, and lifting up his hands towards the god- 
dels, implored her, that the Roman People, as a 
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punilhment for their black treachery andingrati-^*;^*- 
tude, (for moft of them had abandoned him on 
the firft proclamation of an amnefty) might never 
fhake off the vile flavery, into which they volun- . * 
tarily precipitated themfelves. Thofe, who pur- 
fued Caius, overtook him near the wooden bridge. 

His two friends, who had not quitted him, made 
head at the entrance of it, to give him time to 
efcape, and fought valiantly till they both fell 
dead on the fpot. But what is entirely ft range, 
all that multitude, who were prefent, all thofe 
thoufands, who were under fuch great obligations 
to Caius, behaved now-like fimpie fpeftators; en¬ 
couraging and exhorting him to make, off, as rf 
the affair had been only a common race, whilft 
not one amongft them dared, I do not fay take 
upon them to defend him, but to give him an 
horfe, to enable him to fly with more fpeed. A 
ftrong example this of the infidelity and cowardice 
of the multitude; which ought to teach every man 
of fenfe, that popular favour is a very frail fup- 
port, which gives way immediately under thofe 
who confide in it, when the danger becomes fe- 
rious. Caius, in the mean time, had retired into 
a wood, facred to the Furies. His enemies were 
juft at it, when Philocrates, one of his (laves, kill¬ 
ed him, and then himfelf. 

The Senate had not been afhamed to fet a price uisbeaJ , 
upon the heads of Caius and Fulvius, and to pro -uponwbicb 

mife, by proclamation, to whomfoever fliould*^"^ 

bring them in, their weight in gold as a reward. 

One of Opimius’s friends, called Septimuleius^;^. 
having taken away the head of Caius from the 
foldier, who had cut it off, carried it to the Con- 
ful at the end of a pike. He had even the bale- 
nefs and barbarity to take out all the brains, and 
to fill up the fcull with melted lead. It was found 
to weigh feventeen pounds eight ounces, (about 

fourteen 
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Diofe who brought Fulvius’s 


a.r.6 ;i -fourteen pounds Troy ) which were immediately 

’paid him in gold. He was reproached with this 
aftion fome time after by a ftroke of wit, which is 
not unworthy of being repeated here. He afked 
Scsevola, appointed Proconful in Alia, for an em¬ 
ployment in his province, (a) Why you are mad , 
replied Soevola. There are fc many bad citizens 
in Rome , that I may venture to affure you , if you 
ft ay here , you cannot fail of making a great fortune 
in a jhort time, Thofe who brought Fulvius’s 
head, had nothing, becaufe they were of the lowed 
of the rabble. 

His body is The bodies of Caius and Fulvius, and of all 
thrown who had either been killed in this tumult, or 

7 # 

TiLl ^ executed in prifon by the Con ful’s order, to the 

number of three thoufand, were thrown into the 
Tiber. All their eftates were confifcated. Their 
wives were forbade to wear mourning. Licinia, 
the wife of Caius, was deprived of her dowry. 
Fulvius’s fecond Ion, he who had been flopped 
by the Conful’s order, when he came to propofe 
conditions of accommodation, a youth of only 
eighteen years old, and very innocent of all things 
laid to his father’s charge, who had neither 
fought, nor could fight, as he was a prifoner at 
the time of the fkirmifh, was however inhumanly 
put to death. All the favour fhewn him was to 


toremn 
into the 
Tiber. 


put to death, 
chufe his death. 


But as he could not refolve on 


Teirplt 


any, he w r as firangled in prifon, notwithflanding 
his prayers and tears. 

What moft fenfibly fhocked and afflifted the 


erected to People, was the infolence of Opimius in building 
Concord. a tem pi e t0 Concord in memory of this event. 


[a) Quid tibi vis, infane? 
Tanta malofum eft mukitudo 
cirium, ut tibi ego hcc con- 
trmem, fi Rom 2 manferis, te 


paucis annis ad maximas 
cunias efie venturum. Lie, 
de Or . ii. 269. 


For 
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For he feemed thereby to affume glory to himfelf ^ t R ‘ 6 ^ r r ' 
from his cruelties, and to confider the murdering 
of fo many citizens, as matter of triumph. It is 
from hence, that fomebody, under the infeription 
upon the front of the temple* cut the following 
verfe in the night, the fenfe of which is, This 
temple of Concord is the work of fury and difeord. 

The allufion and elegance either of the Latin or 
Greek is not eafily preferved in another language. 

Vecord?# opus adm facit Concordia . "Ef^ov dnoioiat 

mov O fAQvola; '?roi«. 

The People, who had fo bafely abandoned th z Honours 

Gracchi to the fury of their enemies, after their^^^ 
deaths rendered them barren honours and too late t ^p € L^ 
regret. Statues were erefted to them in publick: 
the places where they were killed were confecrated, 
and the firft fruits of each feafon were carried to 


them. Many even offered facrifices there every 
day, and faid prayers on their knees, as in the 
temples of the gods. 


The Great’did not oppofe thefe vain expr t[-The Agra- 
fions of honour and refpeft, that had no tendency . rian lavjs 
But they applied themfelves to abrogating th 
Agrarian laws, which really hurt them. They pro- annu iiJ. 
ceeded therein by degrees. They firft caufed the 
prohibition paffed by Tiberius to be taken off by 
a Tribune; “ that thofe to whom the lands of 


“ the publick had been diftributed, fhould not fell 
“ them/’ which gave the Rich an opportunity of 
buying them of the poor, and even fometimes of 
feizing them by force. Another Tribune pafied a 
decree, that all enquiries and diftributions of the 
publick lands fhould ceafe, and that they fhould 
continue in the hands of thofe, who pofleffed 
them, paying a quit-rent to be diftributed amongft 
the poorer citizens. This was at lead a confola- 
tion and relief for the poor. But foon after a 
third Tribune difeh^rged thofe lands from the quit- 


rent, 


/ 
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A-^^rent, that had lately been laid upon them. Thus 

‘the great defign of the Gracchi was reduced ro no¬ 
thing 3 and a project fo fatal to its authors left no 
trace of any utility either to particulars, or to the 
Commonwealth. 

Retreat of It remains for me to fay fomething of Corne- 
Comeliato Ha and Opimius. The body of Caius, having 
Mifmum. been taken out of the Tiber, no doubt by fome 

friend of the Gracchi, was carried to Mifenum, 
whither Cornelia had retired after the death of Ti¬ 
berius. She there palled the remainder of her life 
in a country-houie, without any change in her 
manner of living. Her extraordinary merit always 
drew about her the beft company either of the 
learned, or the principal perfonsof the Common¬ 
wealth. She charmed all that came to fee her, 
when fhe related particularities of the life of her 
father Scipio Africanus, and his manner of living. 
But lhe filled them with admiration, when, with¬ 
out’the leaft fign of grief, or fhedding a Angle 
tear, flie gave the hiftory of all her children had 
done or fuffered, as if fhe had been fpeaking of 
perfons entirely indifferent to her. It was even 
ufual with her to fay, fpeaking of theconfecrated 
places, where they were killed, that they were 
tombs worthy of the Gracchi. This conftancy, 
feemed fo extraordinary to fome, that they ima¬ 
gined her age and misfortunes had impaired her 
judgment and undemanding. Weal: people, fays 
Plutarch, who did not know, how much an ex¬ 
cellent genius and a good education can exalt the 
foul above fortune, and enable it to triumph over 
for row. 

Tau of As to Opimius, his Confulfhip was no fooner 
Otimiui. expired^ than the Tribune P. Decius accufed him 

before the People, tor having put to death citizens • 
without being tried or condemned according to 
the forms of law. Carbo, then Conful, the very 
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perfon fo intimately united 'with Caius, who bad^*- 6 3^ 
been Commiffioner with him for the diftributionof AnC,c,iai ' 
lands, who had carried his violence for that party 
to fuch . an height, as to imbrue his hands in the 
blood of Scipio Africanus; this very Carbo was 
the defender of Opimius. What is ftill more fur- 
prizing, a criminal fo defervedly odious to his 
judges, efcaped condemnation. Carbo was one of 
the moft eloquent orators of his time. But how¬ 
ever, all that he had to fay, and could aftually al¬ 
ledge in vindication of Opimius, amounted only 
to infilling, that he had done nothing but by or¬ 
der of the Senate; fo that his caufe was that of 
the Senate itfelf. This, one would think, was a 
reafon for the People to condemn him: he was 
however acquitted. Perhaps the multitude had 
not yet recovered the terror, which the recent ex¬ 
amples of the dreadful revenge of the Senators 
had given them. 

But if Opimius extricated himfelf out of this 
danger, it was only to fink under a more ignomi¬ 
nious accufation fome years after. Having been 
lent Commiffioner to the court of Numidia, he 
fuffered himfelf to be corrupted by Jugurtha, and 
at his return was formally condemned. He paffed 
his old age in obfcurity, equally defpifed and ab¬ 
horred by the People, (a) Cicero every where 
.gives him great praifes. This is not furprizing. 

Befides the general intereft of the ariftocratical 
party, Cicero had a perfonal one in the caufe of 
Opimius. He had been banifhed himfelf for 
having caufed the accomplices of Cataiine to be 

■put to death, without obferving the juridical forms. 
Opimius’s cafe had too much refembiance to his 

(.2) Hunc (Opimium) fla- beravit. Alia qusdam civem 
grantem invidia propter inte- egregium iniqui judicii pro- 
ritum C. Gracchi Temper ipfe cella pervertit. Pro Stxt. 140. 
populus Romanus periculoli* 


own, 
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a- r. 6 3 i. own, not to intereft him much. Befides which, 
Aat.c.121. t he judges, who condemned Opimius, were the 

Roman Knights eftablifhed in the judicature by 
Caius Gracchus: and their hatred for the murtherer 
of Caius had a great fliare in the condemnation 
of that unfaithful and avaricious Commiffjoner, 
This is what authorizes Cicero to tax this fentence 
with injuftice. 

Rejkxion - I cannot make an end of the hiftory of the 
*pon the Gracchi, without looking back a little upon them ; 
Gracchi, ^ runn j n g 0V er their different qualities with a 

general view. The mild and infinuating eloquence- 
of the one, the warm and animated of the other, 
both excellent in the higheft degree, was the leaft 
part of their merit. They both gave glorious 
proofs of their valour and conduft during their 
iervice in war; and were capable, according to 
Plutarch, of becoming equal to the greateft Cap¬ 
tains, if they had lived longer. They were 
equally beloved and efteemed by the troops, and 
lived familiarly with them, without thereby leffen- 
ing the refpedt due to their birth, and iuperior 
talents. The glory of their family ferved only to 
inlpirc them with noble fentiments and inclinati¬ 
ons, and an ardent dcfire to fupport the luftre of 
it by their behaviour. They had all the qualities 
neceffary in government; an air of authority 
tempered with mildnefs; an happy penetration ; 
a great extent of views and defigns; indefatigable 
application to affairs; a generous difinterefted- 
nefs, in effcdt of which, they always kept their 
hands unfullied in the higheft employments; and 
laftly, a great love of publick good, and an avow¬ 
ed abhorrence for all injuftice. 

It mull alfo be owned, and their greateft ene¬ 
mies have confelfed it, (a) that amongft the many 

(a) (Gracchorum' confiliis, fapientu, legibus, mulras effc 
video Reipublxse parte; conftitutas. Cic, in Hull. ii. to. 

4 efta- 
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eftablilhments they undertook, and laws which 
they pafled, there were fome of real utility to the n ' 
Commonwealth. Some circumftances, which I 
could not conveniently infert in their hiftory, will 
fupply us with a proof of what I advance. For 
inftance, every body mull approve the erefting of 
publick granaries, by the means of which the city 
of Rome would always have a fufficient provifion 
of corn, and never be expofed to the calamities of 
famine. The law paired by Caius for the fecuricy 
of the citizens perfons againft the violence of ma- 
giftrates, and to fubjeft thofe to thegreateft penal¬ 
ties, who Ihould caufe them to be whipt, or put 
to death, was the afylum of the weak : and we Aft. A- 
fee in the Afts of the Apoftles, the ufe St. PaulP° ft * XV1 * 
made of it more than once, and the terror he gave ^ 
thofe, who had violated it. He wasalfo the au-29, 26.* 
thor of another very wife law, againft fuch as by Cic. pro 
cabals and intrigues Ihould caufe an innocent per- Clucnt - 
fon to be condemned. The Senate itfelf was ob- 
ligcd to him for a law, by which their body aloneDomo & 
were authorized to determine the provinces of Ge-deprov. 
neralsand Magiftrates, and which prohibited the^° n ‘* 3 « 
oppofition of the Tribunes to be admitted in re- I7 ‘ 
fpebl to the provinces of Conluls. Plutarch tells 
us, that the fame Caius frequently opened excel¬ 
lent counfels in the Senate ; and cites an example 
of this kind. Fabius, Propraetor in Spain, hav¬ 
ing lent com, which he had levied in his province, 
to Rome, Caius perfuaded the Senate to fell it, 
and return the money to the cities of Spain, that 
had fupplied it, and at the fame time to reprimand 
the Propraetor feverely, for rendering the Roman 
government odious to the fubjefts of the Com¬ 
monwealth. 

What a pity it was that fo many noble qualities 
and great actions Ihould be difhonoured by a 
fingle vice. Ambition rendered the Gracchi, not 

ufelefs, 
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a. n. 63 u ufelefs, but fatal to their countrey. u An (a) in- 
,1Z1 ‘ “ ordinate third of glory, and an unbounded de- 
tc fire of raifing themfelves and lording it over 
<c others, is, lays Cicero, the great danger of 
“ thoft, who pique themfelves upon elevation of 
cc fenriments and greatnels of mind, and this oiten 
“ makes them commit great injuftice. 5 ’ Towhac 
exceffes did not the Gracchi run on ? Though 
equity had been the motive of Tiberius in his 
fchtme of the .Agrarian law, how (hall we excufe 
his, and his brother’s inveteracy, for depreffing the 
Senate, which was the foul of the Commonwealth, 
and depriving that augufi body of its moll valua¬ 
ble and legitimate rights? Should not the murder 
of Scipio Africanus, which was the effedt of thefe 
divifior.s, and of which Caius cannot be fuppofed 
innocent, infpire horror for thofe, w r ho perpetrated 
fo black a crime? Accordingly, all the wiled and 
mod judicious perfons have been lavifh in ftigma- 

tizing the Gracchi with the terms of fadlious, fe- 
dnioU', and wicked citizens: and theirdeaths have 
been confidered as punifhments juftly deferved. 
Let us conclude, that there can remain no doubt 
eiihe- in refpect to the merits of the two brothers, 
or t .e ill ufc they made of it. 

However, 1 do not entirely approve the con¬ 
duct of tneir adverfaries. The Senate, on this 
occafion, degenerates in a drange manner from the 
mil end's and wife condcfcenlion, that in former 
times had reflected lb much honour upon it in civil 
cifrnfions. In this light wedifeern a fanguinary 
violence and detedabie cruelty in them, to which 
the Gracchi, and efpecially Caius, oppofe only a 

(d Iliad odiofum eft, quod ad res injaftas impellitur, ut 
in hac thiione k magnitude quifque ett altiffimo animo, & 
ne animi racillime perrinacia, gloria: cupido : qui locus eft 
& r.imia cupidiras prir.cipatus fane lubricus. Cic,deQjfic. 1 , 
innafekur — Faciilimeautem 64, 65, 

mode- 





moderation, that cannot be fafficiently commend¬ 
ed. Thefe two brothers, who were fo brave 


* 

A.R. 631. 
Anc.C. lit* 


againft the enemy, have no courage to fhed the 
blood of their fellow-citizens. The Gracchi de¬ 


fend a bad caufe in a manner, the Senate ought td 
have employed in the defence of a good one. 


SECT. II; 

Wines of the Confuljhif of Opimiits. Africa ruined 
by grajhoppers^ and afterwards infefted with d 
plague > occaftoned by their dead bodies . Sempro - 
nius triumphs over thejapodes , andMeiellus over 
the Dalmatians. War againft the Balearians^and 
fom'c States of Gallia Tranfalpina. Fulvius tri¬ 
umphs firft over the Tranfalpine Gauls. Sex tins 
fnbjefts the Salluvians , and builds the city ofAix. 
The Allobrcges , and Arverni draw the Roman 
arms againft them. Opulence of the latter people . 
Embajfyfrom the King of theArvernitoDomitius* 
The Allobroges and Arverni are defeated by Do - 
mi tins. * Great viftory gained by Fabius over the 
fame people . Perfidy of Domilius in refpett to 
Bituitus. Roman province in the Gauls . Tro¬ 
phies erefied by the viftors. Their triumphs* 
War againft the Scordifci . Lepidus noted by the 
Cenfors for living in an houfe of too great a rent . 
Thirty-two Senators degraded by the Cenfors ; 
among ft the reft CafthtsSabaco , Marius's friends 
Beginnings of Sc-aurus . Character of his elo¬ 
quence. His probity fufpefted in Matters of gain. 
He had wrote his life. His Confuljhip . He rs 
elefied Prince of the Senate . Good fortune of Me^ 
iellus Macedonicus . Surprizing accumulation of 
dignities in the houfe of the Metelli. Three veftals 
foffer themfelves to be corrupted. They are con¬ 
demned. The orator Marcus Antonins ■involved 
in this affair , and acquitted* Temple trebled to 
Vql. IX* G Venus 
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Detached Facts. 

Ventts Verticordia. Human victims. Car bo 
accufed by L. Crajfus . Generoftty of Crajfus, 
His timidity. Single occaftcn on which Crajfus 
oppofes the Senate . C. Cato condemned for extor¬ 
tions. Scrupulous exaftnefs of Pifo in refpeft to 
a gold ring. 

T HE * defire of relating all that concerns 

the Gracchi together, has obliged me to 
omit many fadts, to which it is now time to re¬ 
turn. To thefe I fhall add the events of the years 
elapled between the death of C. Gracchus and the 
war with Jugurtha; which were nine. The whole 
affords only very dry and barren matter. The 
monuments come down to us of the fadts* I am 
going to relate, we have either from writers of fo 
little value, that their works deferve rather the 
name of Gazettes than of Hiftories, or from fome 
detached fragments of more eftimable authors. 
Freinlheimius, in his fupplement to Livy, has col- 
ledted all thefe difperfed fragments, to form the 
matter and ieries of the hiftory. In this he has 
done literature great fervice, and has fupplied me 
with a very ufeful aid. 

Before I begin to relate the wars, made by the 
Romans during the fpace of time I propofe to run 
over, I am going to infert here two Angular cir- 
cumftances, entirely diftindl from any thing elfe, 
and which may be confidered as fadts of natural 

Wim of The firft is, that the year Opimius was Con- 
tbcConful- ful, was Angular for wines, all fpecies of which 
^</0;;- came ; n [ c [0 ^ hjgheft degree of ripenefs and 
m ' k *' good perfedtion. Every body knows, that the 



* All this part of the hi for y omitted the fads contained in 
to the nvar with Jugurtha, is it , no doubt with deflgn to re- 
th: Editor 1 s. Mr, Rollin bad cur to them. 


Romans 



*3 


Detached Facts. 

Romans kept their wines during many years: but 
thofe of Opimius’s Confulfhip fubfifted ages. 

Some of it was in being in Pliny’s time, almoftPlin. xiv. 
two hundred years after it was made: but it was 4 - 
of the confidence of honey, and fo bitter, that it 
was impoffible to drink it, without mixing it with 
a great quantity of water. In confequence little 
of it was drank. It was only ufed to give a fla¬ 
vour to other wines, with which it was mixed in 
very fmall portions. It is eafy to judge, that the 
price of it was become excefflve. F. Hardouin 
deduces from the text of Pliny, (which to me 
feems very obfcure) that an hundred and fixty 
years after the Confulfhip of Opimius, this wine 
was fold for about four pounds ten Ihillings an 
ounce. 

The other event is fome years prior to this, and ^ r - ca 
of a quite different kind. In the Confullhip ofmW by 
M. Fulvius Flaccus, the 627th year of Rome, a 
dreadful multitude of grafhoppers overfpread 
Africa, that is, what we now call the coafts til Lards in - 
Barbary, and did not only eat up the corn in th tfeftidwitb 
blade, herbage, and leaves of trees, but even the a P ia Z ue > 
bark and wood. And this was but the leaft par ^ their 
of the evil, which the country fuftained fro mdeadly 
them. A great wind carried them all into th edits. 
fea, where they were drowned. But the waves 
driving their dead bodies upon the coafts, immenfe 
heaps of them accumulated, which infefted the 
air to fuch a degree, that a peftilence enfued a- 
mongft men and beafts, I do not know, whe-Orofv. 
ther Oroius is to be believed on this head. But 11 - 
that writer allures us, eight hundred thoufand men 
perifhed in the kingdom of Micipfa, orNumi- 
dia, and two hundred thoufand in the province of 
Carthage. He adds, that an army of thirty 
thoufand men, which the Romans kept in Utica 
for the defence of the province, were deftroyed by 

G 2 the 
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the contagion, fo that not a Angle man furvived: 
and that on one day fifteen hundred dead bodies 
were carried out through one of the gates of that 
city. I fear there is fome exaggeration in this 
Liv. Epic, account. But that there was a peftilence occafioned 
lx. by the dead bodies of gra(hoppers is certain, and 
JaL Obf. fuffices to fhew, that when it is the will of God to 

punifh mankind, the lead and vileft infefts may 
become dreadful fcourges. Livy, in fome parts 
of his hiftory, mentions great havock caufed by 
clouds of gralhoppers*, and he even tells us, that 
in the year 579, a Praetor was fent into Apulia to 
affemble the country people, to make war -upon 
this new kind of enemies. But the example, 
which I have related here, is the mod extraordi¬ 
nary we find .in the hiftory of any times. 

Wars. 

Amongd the wars of which I am now to fpeak, 
thofe againd the Japodes and Dalmatians were 
little confiderable. 

Semprmui The Japodes were a nation mixed with Illyrians 
tnumpbs and Gauls, who inhabited almod the fame, now 
cw the ca ]] ec j Croatia , between the Sava and the Adria- 

i c k Sea. Thcfe people havirg offended the Ro- 
hsozer the mans by incurfions and ravages made upon the 
Dzlr.M- lands of the Commonwealth bordering upon them, 

were attacked and conquered in one campaign by 
' the Confu! C. Sempronius Tuditanus, the 623d 
year of Rome. The victor was granted the ho¬ 
nour of a triumph. 

That honour colt L. Gedlius Metellus dill lefs 
to acquire, if it be true, as Appian tells us, that 
the exploits of this Metelius were only having 
marched an army into the country of the Dalma¬ 
tians, 2gainft whom he had caul'cd war to be de¬ 
clared without any juft caufe, and -having paffed 

the 
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the winter without ailing at* Salona, into which 
he had been received as a friend. The LXIJ. 
epitome of Livy fays neverthelefs, that he fub- 
jefted the Dalmatians. However that were, L. 

Csecilius Metellus, having been Conful in 633, 
triumphed over the Dalmatians in 634, and af- 
fumed the furname of Dalmaticus. 

Ql Metellus, his near relation, had fome years War a- 
before fet him the example of feeking eafy cow-g ain ft *&* 
quells, by which a name might be acquired with- 
out much danger, or much regard to juftice. He 
had attacked the Baleares, a people hitherto al- 
moft lavages, and who had never appeared in 
wars, but as auxiliaries to the Carthaginians. 

The Baleares inhabited the two iflands we nowDiod. Sic. 
call Majorca and Minorca. As they lived almoftj; v * & 
with all the fimplicity of grofs nature, they had ?[ ra * ' 
undoubtedly no ambition to make war with the 
Romans. Caves under the rocks, or holes in the 
earth, which they dug them (elves, ferved them 
for habitations. They were almoft naked, except 
that during the coldnefs of winter they covered 
themfelves with Iheep-lkins. They found in 
their country, of which the foil is fertile, the ne- 
ceflaries of life ; except only wine, of which they 
were very greedy. Accordingly, fuch of them 
as had ferved in the Carthaginian armies, did not 
fail at their return to lay out all the money they 
had left in wine. For they were not allowed to 
bring that money into their country j the ufe of 
it being prohibited in both iflands. They faid, 
as Diodorus tells us, that Geryon’s riches had of 
oJd been fatal to him, in drawing Hercules upon 
him as an enemy: and that, taught by that exam¬ 
ple, they had from the moft remote antiquity al¬ 
ways apprehended introducing a metal amongft 


* A city now in ruins, which are fawn at four miles from 
Sfolatro. 
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them, capable of exciting the avidity of other 
nations,' and thereby dangerous to their repofe. 

They are particularly famous for their dexterity 
in the ufe of the fling: And they took a certain 
method for attaining it. They were exercifed in 
it from their infancy : and mothers did not put 
bread into their children’s hands, but made them 
beat it down with their flings. They united force 
with this add refs, and the beft tempered arms were 
fcarce proof againft the (bones they difcharged. 
When they went to battle, they carried three 
flings with them of unequal length, according to 
the different diftances, at which they might have 
occafion to ufe them againft the enemy. 

This people were pacific, as we have faid. 
However, feme individuals having leagued themr 
Pelves wiih the pirates, that infefted the feas, no¬ 
thing more was wanting to give Metellus a pre¬ 
text, who was Conful the 629th year of Rome, 
for carrying the war into their country. They 
were defirous to oppoie the defeent of the Roman 
army. Bur the Conlul rendered their flings ufe- 
lefs, by placing (kins upon the fidcs of his decks, 
which deadened the blows. As foon as the Ro¬ 
man troops landed, they fled, and difperfed on 
all fides in the country, fo that it was more diffi¬ 
cult to find, than defeat, them. 

To fecure his conqueft, Metellus planted two 
colonies, Palma and Pollentia, the one at the 
eaft, and the other at the weft. He triumphed in 
631, and a 1T11 med the furname of Balearicus. The 
family of the Metelli feem to have been very fond 
of thefe pompous i’urnames. The father of him 
I am now fpeaking of, had affumed that of 
■Macedonia's, though what he had done in Ma- 
cedonia W2S incomparably fhort of the conqueft • 
of that kingdom by P. dEmilius, who however 
fook no new furname on that account. Wo fee 
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here the Ton and nephew of Macedonian, who ' 
adorn themfelves with the titles of Balearicus and 
Dalmatian. We (hall foon fee in the fame fa¬ 
mily thofe of Numidicus, Creticus, &c. We fee 
from the truth of Livy’s obfervation, that the 
example of the firft Scipio Africanus made way 
for the vanity of thofe, who came after, to adorn 
itfelf with the like titles, without having deferved 
them like him. 

The war againft fome ftates of Tranfalpine^ r 
Gaul, was more confiderable than thofe of which I gainftfimt 
have fpoke hitherto, and incurred byjufter caufes J^ tes °f 

The Romans had not yet made any conqueft i ni-Q - ; 
Gaul beyond the Alps. They had before pafled^** 
thofe mountains in the 598th year of Rome. But 
this expedition, which we have related in its place, 
had no other confequence than to fecure the tran¬ 
quility of the People of Maffylia, [Marfeilles] at 
whofe requeft it had been undertaken, againft the 
incurfions and infults of their neighbours. 

It was again at the requeft of the fame Maffili- 
ans, that the Romans, at the time of which we are 
fpeaking, paffed the Alps. But they did not 
content themfclvcs with having aided their allies. 

They eftablifhed a lading fettlemcnt in the Gauls, 
and began to form a province, or conquered coun¬ 
try, there. 


M. Plautius Hyps^us. 
M. Fulvius Flaccus. 


A. R. 627. 
Ant. C.125, 


The * Salkivians, a people off Gaul, in whofe p Mtts 

territory MafTilia had been built, had always con- triumphs 
fidered the augmentation of that foreign colony fir ft over 
with a jealous eye. The MafTilians, harrafted and the Tranf- 

alpine 

* This people is called Salyi, Salvii, and Salluvii. GauU% 

•f Some authors make this people Ligurians by origin: hut they 
were fettled in Gaul . 
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A. 627. fatigued by them, had recourfe this year to the 
* '^protection of the Romans. Rome had then Ful¬ 
vius for Conful, the friend of Caius, a turbulent 
and feditious man, whofe unfortunate end we 
have related. The Senate was very glad to re¬ 
move a factious Conful; and Fulvius no lefs to 
have an occafion of acquiring a triumph. To his 
great fatisfadtion therefore, as well as that of the 
Senate, he was charged with, the war againft the 
Salluvians. 


A. R. 62S. 
AnJ.C. 12^ 


C. Cassius Longinus. 
C. Sextius Calvinus. 


The exploits of Fulvius in Gaul were not very 
confiderable. He however obtained the honour 
of a triumph either through the favour of the 
People, or becaufe the Senate itfelf believed a 
triumph over the Tranfalpine Gauls an happy 
prefage. C. Sextius, Conful of this year, was 
fent to relieve him. But he did not fet our, till 
towards the end of his Confulfhip, or the begin¬ 
ning of next year in quality of Proconfui. 

A. R. iz 3. Q CADMUS METELLUS. 

Ant.c. 123. x. Quintius Flamininus. 

Sextius Sextius finding the war rather juft began, than 
fubjiSs the muc h advanced, by Fulvius, carried it on with 

r )] _ - / 1 7 

i U u vigour. He gained feveral fmall advantages over 

DUttuS O 

the city 5/them, and at length a confiderable vidfory near 
Jix. the place, where the city of Aix now ftands. 

This General, by a wife moderation, highly ne- 
ceflary in new conquefts, had the addrefs to unite 
Diod. 2 p, lenity with force and the terror of arms. Diodo- 
Vaief. rus relates, that at the time he had ordered the in- 

P- 377 ; habitants of a city of the enemy to be fold, which 

he had taken, one Crato, who was in chains 

4 amongft 
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amongft the reft, came to him, and told hirrr, he A * R - 6 z 9 » 
had always been a friend of the Romans, and on ' ,ia3 ’ 
account of his attachment to their interefts, had 
differed much ill treatment from his countrymen. 

Sextius, on being affured of the truth of the fad, 
not only gave Crato, and all his family liberty, 
but differed him to deliver nine hundred prifoners 
at his choice from flavery. 

The Proconful took up his winter-quarters in 
the place where he had fought the battle; and as 
the country was good, and abounded with fprings, 
of which fome were hot, he built a city there, 
which from thofe waters, and the name of its 
founder, was called Jqu* Sextia. This is now 
the city of Aix, the capital of Provence. 

He alfo cleared all the coaft from Marfeilles to 
Italy, by driving away the Barbarians to a thou- 
fand or fifteen hundred paces from the fea : and 
he gave the whole extent of thofe coafts to the 
Maffilians. The following year he returned to 
Rome, and triumphed, having been fucceeded by 
Cn. Domitius, of whom we fhall now fpeak. 

’ C. Fannius. a. R.630. 

Cn. Domitius Ahenobarbus. Ant,c,I22 ‘ 


The Salluvii were fubjeded, but the war was fbe Alio- 
not over. Their misfortune, and no doubt the brogts and 
apprehenfion of the like fate, engaging other ^fArwer- 
powerful neighbouring dates in their caufe; and ^ r ^ an 
Domitius on arriving in Gaul, found more enemies arm u p on 
than Sextius had overcome. Teutomalius, th zthemfelves. 
King of the Saluvii, had retired into the country 
of the Aliobroges, who openly took upon them 
his defence : and Bituitus, King of the Arverni, 
who had given refuge in his dominions to many of 
the principal perfons of the conquered nation, fent 

even 
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A.R.630. even AmbafTadors to Domitius, to demand their 
Aat.c.1—-eftablifhment. 

Thofetwo dates united formed a very confider- 
able power. The Allobroges inhabited the whole 
country between the Rhone and the Ifara, as far 
as the lake of Geneva: and the Arverni not only 
Strab. I. ii. poflcfled Auvergne, but, if we believe Strabo, 
P- 2 9 ! * almod the whole fouthern part of Gaul from the 

Rhone to the Pyrenees, and even to the ocean. 
Ofulence c/The opulence of the lad was in proportion to the 
the latter. extent 0 f their territory; and it is faid of Luerius 

apud° D * -^ n S’ r ^ e f at her of Bituitus, who then 

/then. I. reigned, that to fliew his riches, and gain the fa¬ 
vour of the multitude, he eroded a large plain in 
a chariot, throwing on all Tides pieces of gold and 

diver, which thoufands of Gauls gathered, as they 

followed him. It is added, that being defirous 
to give a fead, he formed an inclofure of fifteen 
hundred paces fquare, in which he caufed tons to 
be placed full of codly liquor, and fo prodigious 
a quantity of provifions of all kinds, that during 
feveral days, as many as pleafed were entertained 
at table, without the lead interruption of the 
fead. 

Erzbafy We have faid before, that Bituitus fent an em- 

frSJK tb( 

Hgpkr kind, that amazed the Romans. 

Domitius. Ambaflador iuperbly dred, and attended by a nu- 
App. ap. merous train, had alfo a great pack of dogs with 
Falv. Ur- him, and one of thofe Gaulifh poets, called Bards, 

whofe employment was, in his verfes and fongs to 
celebrate the glory of the King, the Nation, and 
the Ambaffador. This embaffy was ineffectual, 
and probably ferved only to inflame the divifion 
on both Tides. 


baffv to Domitius. It was magnificent, but of a 

The 


A new fubject of war was fupplied by the 
iEdui, who inhabited the country between the 
Sacne and the Loire, and whofe principal cities 

were 
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were thofe now called Autun, Chalons, Macon, 
and Nevers. Thefe people were the firft of 
Tranfalpine Gaul, that fought the alliance of the 
Romans. They deemed it a great honour to be 
termed their Brothers \ a title which was often 
given them in the decrees of the Senate. The 
Arverni and they had been very warm rivals in 
all times, concerning the firft rank and principal 
power in Gaul. At the time of which we are 
fpeaking, the iEdui, attacked on one fide by the 
Allobroges, and on the other by the Arverni, 
had recourfe to Domidus, who heard them fa¬ 
vourably. Accordingly every thing was prepared 
for the war. 


L. Opimius. 

Fabius Maximus. 


A. R. 6jr/ 
Ant. C.i2i« 


The Allobroges and Arverni fpared the Roman The Alio- 
General the pains of marching in quell of them \br 0 gesand 
they advanced againft him, and incamped at 
confluence of the Sorgue and the Rhone, a little,^ />* 

a « # f 1 1 ~ 


above Avignon. 


The battle was fought there, mitius. 


The Romans were victorious: But they were prin¬ 
cipally indebted for their fuccefs to their elephants, 
whofe ftrange and unufua] form terrified both the 


horfes and their riders. The fmell of the ele¬ 


phants, infupportable to horfes, contributed un¬ 
doubtedly to this diforder. Orofus tells us, that 
twenty thoufand remained on the fpot; and three 
thoufand were taken prifoners. 

So great a defeat did not difcourage the two al¬ 
lied people. They made new efforts: and when 
the Conful Fabius arrived in Gaul, the Allo¬ 
broges and Arverni fuftained by the Rutheni (peo¬ 
ple of Rouergne) marched againft him with an 
army of two hundred thoufand men. The Con¬ 
ful had only thirty thoufand: and Bituitus de- 

fpifed 
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the fmall number of the Romans fo much, 
that he faid they weie not a match for the dogs 
in his army. The event fhews on this occafion, as 


Great vic¬ 
tim veined 
£> 

hi Fabius 

CrT£T tC£ 


well as many others, how much advantage good 
order and difeipline have over mulritude. 

The armies met near the confluence of the Ifara 
and the Rhone. The accounts come down to us, 
teach us little in refpeft to the circumftances of this 


faxef.ain. great aftion. The Gauls did not fuftain the firft 

charge of the Romans, if it be true, as we find it 
in hiftorical monuments, that they loft at leaft an 


hundred and twenty thoufand men in it, and that 
only fifteen were killed on the fide of the Ro¬ 
mans. The Confjl difcharged the funftions of 
General with amazing good conduft in this battle, 
though he was actually fick of an ague, or, ac¬ 
cording to others, fiiii weak from a wound he had 
received fome time before. He caufed himfelf to 


be carried in a chair from rank to rank ; or, when 
it was neceflary to be fet down, fupporced under 
the arms he gr.v: hborders, and animated his 


fc’diers to do tneir duty. It is to be prefumed, 
that he attacked :he enemy, either whilft they 
were paffing the Rhone, or immediately after, 
without giving them time to draw up and form 
their line. A vigorous charge prcfer.tly put this 
army into confufion, which its multitude, far from 
being an advantage, ferved but to augment. But 
the flight was exceedingly difficult. The Rhone 
was to be pa fled over two bridges, one of which 
had been built in hafte with boats, and with little 


l’oliditv. It broke under the weight of the multi- 

- w 

tude that fled, and thereby occafioned the lofs of 
an infinite number of Gauls, who were drowned 


in that fiver, which, every body knows, is ex- 
ceffivtly rapid. Some undoubtedly were preffed 
hard, and pufhed into the river. Many more 
perifhed in the water, than by the fwords of the 

viftors, 

% 
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Viftors. This great victory was gained by the A.R. 6 3 *. 
Romans on the ioth of Auguft: and the Conful, AntC,Ia4, 
according to Pliny, even gained in it the recovery pij n . vii. 
of his health, and was rid of his fever from the s°- 
day of battle. 

The Gauls, crufhed by fo great a blow, refolved 
to afk peace. Nothing remained, but to know 
to which of the two Roman Generals to apply: 
for Domitius was (till in the province. Reafon Val.Max. 
was for preferring Fabius/who was Conful, andh- C. 
whofe viftory was far more glorious than that of 
Domitius. They did fo: but Domitius, a proud Treachery 
and haughty man, revenged himfelf for it upon^/^f^' 
Bituitus, by a black treachery. He engaged that 
Prince to come to his camp under the pretext of Bituitus. 
an interview; and when he had him in his power, 
he caufed him to be laden with chains, and fent 
him to Rome. The Senate could not approve fo 
criminal an aft *, but would not lole the advantage 
of an ufcful perfidy: fo much did, what politicians 
call Reafons of Slate, prevail at that time in the 
Roman Senate over the rules of honour and 
juftice. Bituitus was kept prifoner. It was alfo 
decreed, that his fon Cogentatius fhould be taken, 
and brought to Rome. A kind of half-jufticeDiod.ap. 
was however done that young Prince. After Valef. 
great care had been taken in his education, he was?*^. 
fent back to the kingdom of his forefathers, 
where he faithfully cultivated the amity he had 
fworn to the Romans. 

It appears, that the conquered dates were diffe- R man 
'rently treated by the Romans. The Allobroges province™ 
were made fubjefts of the Commonwealth. As to 
the Arverni and Rutheni, Caviar tells us, that the 
Roman People pardoned them, did not reduce K 
them into a province, and impofed no tribute up¬ 
on them. Hence it is probable, that the Roman 
province in the Gau.’s at firlt included only the 

countries 
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AR. 6 3 i. countries of the Saluvii and AlJobroges. The 
Ai2taii0 ’fo]lowing years do not afford any more confider- 

able events; though it is not unlikely, but that the 
Confuls of thofe years were fent into Gaul, and 
perhaps extended the Roman province along the 
iea as far as the Pyrenees. It is however certain, 
that three years after the vi&ories we have juft re¬ 
lated, the Conful Marcius founded the colony 
of Narbonne, to which he gave his name, Narbo 
Marcius . We cannot better exprefs the defign 
of this fettlement than in Cicero's terms, who calls 
Narbonne (a) the watch-tower of the Roman 
People, and their bulwark againft the Gaulifh 
nations. 


a. r. 652. I return to Domitius and Fabius who continued 
^;°m Gaul part of the year 632. They both eredted 
ereSidby trophies, adorned with the fpoils of the enemy, on 
the vigors, t he fields of battle, where they had defeated them. 

This was a novelty to the Romans, who, as an 
hiftorian (b) obferves, never infulted the ftates 
they fubjected with fuch monuments. Pompey 
alfo erefted a trophy on the Pyrenees, after having 
quieted Spain and was blamed for it. It has 

been farther remarked, as an inftance of pride and 
arrogance in Domitius, that he made the tour of 
the province riding upon an elephant. This kind 
of circumfiances, which denote characters, ought 
not to be omitted in an hiftory intended to pro¬ 
mote the knowledge of men. 


Their tri¬ 
umphs. 


On their return to Rome, both Fabius and Do- 
mit:us obtained triumphs. That of Fabius was 
both the firft and the moft fplendid. Bituitus was 


( c ) Narbo Marcius colonia (b) Nunquam populus Ro- 
DOilrorum civium, ipeculapo- manus hoftibus domitis vic- 

puli Romani, ac propugnacu- toriam fuam exprobavit. Flor, 
lum iftis ipfis nacionibus op- iii. 2. 
po fit urn & obj echun. Pro 
Font. n. 3. 


the 
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the principal ornament of it. He appeared in itA.R.632. 
fitting in the fame filver chariot he had ufed on 
the day of battle, and with his arms painted with 
different colours. In confequence of his viftory, 

Fabius affumed the name of AUohrogicus , and 
thereby augmented the glory of the houfe Fabia , 
of which he had been the difgrace by his ill con- 
duft in his youth. An uncommon example ! but 
which proves however, that, though the early 
part of life pad in debauchery gives reafon to ap¬ 
prehend the fame for all the reit of it, it does not 
however determine that abfolutely as a neceffary 
confequence. Fabius Allobrogicus was the Ion of 
CK Fabius, Scipio’s eldeft brother, and confe- 
quently the grandfon ofPaulus Aimiiius. 

It remains for me to fpeak of the war againft^W with 
the Scordifci, a * Gaulifh nation by origin, but^?°”“ 
tranfplanted to the banks of the Danube. Their j^ n 
forefathers inantient times had accompanied Bren-ix X ii. 3.* 
nus in plundering the temple of Delphi. After 
the horrid difafter, which ruined that army, as has^*/. Hijl. 
been related elfewhcre, the remains of it difperled^- V IL 
into different countries. Part of it fettled about 
the confluence of the Danube and the Save, that 
is to fay, in the country where Belgrade now 
ftands, and took the name of Scordifci. Their 
natural ferocity increafed by the rigour of the cli¬ 
mate they inhabited, and by their commerce with 
the barbarous nations around them, carried them 
on to afts to cruelty, which the Roman hiftoriansFlor.iu.4. 
cannot mention without horror. They tell us, 
that they facrificed human vifrims to Bellonaand 
Mars, drank out of the fkulls of their enemies, 

(this was cuftomary with the Gauls) deftroyed their 
prifoners with fire, or ftifled them with fmoke; 


* Ifollow yujlin 
of what he advances. 


hut do not pretend to warrant the truth 

and 
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and laftly, which can hardly be told without 
trembling, ripped up women with child, and de- 
ftroyed at once both mothers and the fruit of their 
wombs. 

The occafion of the war between the Romans 
and thefe Barbarians is not known : but C. Cato, 
the firft Conful, who commanded againft the Scor- 
difci, was entirely defeated the 638th year of 
Rome. He fuffered himfelf to be drawn on by 
the enemy, who united ftratagem with force, into 
forefts and mountains, where the Roman army 
was entirely deftroyed. The victors fpread like 
a torrent into the provinces of the Commonwealth, 
as far as Dalmatia and the Adriatick fca. That 
barrier ft opt them: but in rage and revenge, if 
we may believe Florus, they difcharged their 
darts againlt the waves, that oppofed an invincible 
obftacle to their progrefs. 

The Roman Generals, who fucceeded Cato, 
were more fortunate: and hiftory mentions three, 
T. Didius, M. Livius Drufus, and M. Minucius, 
who gained feveral victories over the Scordifci i 
after which little is faid of this nation. 

Affairs of the City , and other detached Faffsr 


A r. 5 27 . Two Cenforfhips firft give us fome great ex¬ 
amples of ie verity. 

Up-jus The Cenlors Cn. Servilius Csepio, and L. CaF 

noted kj fins Longinus, cited M. iEmiiius Lepidus before 
Cf" their tribunal, as guilty of luxury and profufion, 

^bitir.^an * or P a y ,n g thoufand felterces a year (about 
bzujtcftczibh furling) for the houfe he lived in. Velleius 
great a Paterculus, who relates the fact, adds this reflexion: 
rint * 44 In (a) thefe days, if any of us were to pay fo 


(*) At none fi quis tanu ha- vitia, a vitiis in prava, a pra- 
birat, vix ut Senator agnoici- vis in przecipitia pervenitur. 
tur. Adeo mature a reclis in Fell. ii. 10. 

cc little 
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“ little for an habitation, he would fcarce be 
“ owned as a Senator. So fudden is the fall 
“ from good to bad, from bad to depravity, 

“ and from depravity to the greateft excefles.” 

The fame Lepidus had alfo at the fame time, or 
not long before, another affair as Angular upon his 
hands. He was accufed before the People, and Xfb ^ aX * 
fined for having built a country-houfe too high at V1U * 
fome diftance from Rome. 

All remedies were too weak againft the corrup-A.R 637. 
tion of manners, which continually gained ground: 

and ten years after the time of which 1 have juft Zmded 
fpoke, Metellus Dalmaticus and Domitius Aheno -by the 
barbus being Cenfors, degraded thirty-two Sena- Cenfors. 
tors: to find fo many perfons worthy of being 
noted in that illuftrious body, was a thing without 
example. Amongft thefe degraded Senators was 
one of Confular dignity, C. Licinius Geta, who 
was Cenfor himfelf fometime after; whether he 
had retrieved his reputation by a change of cotl- 
du£i, or perhaps the very vices, that had drawn 
that difgrace upon him, ferved to recommend him 
to a great number of citizens, who might have 
good reafon to defire to have a Cenfor perfonally 

interefted in not carrying feverity too far. 

Another note of infamy, infli&ed by the fame Catfm 
Cenfors Metellus and Domitius, fell by reflexion Sabaco. 
upon Marius, then Praetor, but ftill far from the Marin? 1 
greatnefs and glory, to which he afterwards 
tained. It was pretended, that to raife himfelf to others. 

the Prsetorffiip, he had ufed falfe fuffrages : and 
what authorized this fufpicion was, that a (lave of 
Caffius Sabaco, the intimate friend of Marius, had 
been feen amongft thofe who voted. The Prae¬ 
tor eledt was accufed in form, and his judges in¬ 
terrogated Caffius, who replied, that being very 
dry, he had made his (lave bring him a glafs of 
water, who immediately withdrew. The affair 

Vol. IX. H went 
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went no farther before the judges : but the Cenfors 
thought, that Caffius deferved to be noted, either 
for his intemperance, if he had fpoke the truth, 
or for petjury, if otherwife; and degraded him 
from the ranks of a Senator. 

The fame year M. Scaurus was Conful, an il- 
luftrious perfon, whom we (hall have occafion to 
mention frequently in the fequel. For that reafon 
I take the prefent occafion to introduce him. He 
Begitaiir.:* was a Patrician, of the houfe /Emilia , but of a 
efScaunu. branch fallen into fuch extreme poverty, that his 

father had been reduced to maintain himfelf by 
dealing in charcoal. He himfelf was fometimes 
in fufpence whether he fhould not take up thepro- 
feffion of a banker. But being confcious of me¬ 
rit, he threw himfelf in the way of honours, and 
refolved to labour with courage to overcome ill 
fortune, and to renew the almoft extindl glory of 
his name. He applied himfelf to the ftudy of 
eloquence and pleaded very much. The cha- 
CbaraBer racier of his eloquence fuited that of his manners; 

bis eh- it was grave, auftere, and void of ornaments. We 
quence. have the following pifture of it from the hands of 

Cicero. u The ( a ) eloquence of Scaurus, a wife 
and upright man, had in it a lingular gravity, 
“ and kind of natural authority , fo that in plead- 
“ ing for a client, he feemed rather a witnefs 
“ than an advocate. This manner of fpeaking 
“ was thought not fo proper for the bar and be- 
u fore the people : but for giving opinions in the 
“ Senate, of which he was long the chief and 

(a) Id Scsuri oratiooe, fa- turn videbatur: ad Senatoriam 
pienris hominis S: recti, graw- vero fententiam, cujus erac 
tas fumma, & natunlis qc£- ilie. princeps, vel maxim&. 
dam inerat audoritas: non ut Significabat enim, non pru- 
caufem, fed ut teftimonium dentiam folum, fed, quad 
dicere poiares, quum pro reo maxime re;n contindbat, -fi- 
diceret. Hoc dicendi genus dem. Cic. Bruto, in, 112. 
ad patroduia mediocriter ap* 

“ leading 
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u leading man, it was admirable. For it nbt 
“ only implied prudence, but what is more im- 
tc portant, it carried with it an air of truth, 

“ highly adapted to engaging confidence.” It de 
appears, that he very eafly acquired the great au- vir ‘ 1 u r ‘ 
thority in the Senate, of which Cicero fpeaks; as 
many years before he was Conful, it is faid, that 
the decree, which armed Opimius againft C. Grac¬ 
chus, was pafied by his advice. 

As to probity, it is certain he had the outfide of H"probity 

it in a fupreme degree. Cicero praifes him every/^^ 

where as a man truly virtuous: but we muftown,^ 
that other authors, as Salluft and Pliny, are not 
quite fo favourable to him upon this head, and ac- 
cufe him of not being over nice in the means of 
enriching himfclf. His reputation was not clear* 
efpecially in refpeft to the gold of Jugurtha. We 
fhall fpeak of it in the fequel. It may alfo be 
looked upon as another blot in his life, to have 
been accufed of caballing by P. Rutilius, the moft 
worthy man of Rome in his times; if the perfo- 
nal intereft of Rutilius in that profecution had not 
diminifhed the weight and authority of his accu- 
fation. They had demanded the Confullhip at 
the fame time, and the preference having been 
given to Scaurus, it may be believed, that animo- 
Sfity and revenge magnified things in the eyes df 
Rutilius. What is uncommon in this, was, that 
Scaurus having been acquitted, accufed Rutilius in 
his turn of the fame crime. But what may be 
thought more for the honour of both, and per- 
haps moft true, is, that both were wrong in their 
accufations. 

For the reft Scaurus, full of a noble confidence He wrote 
in himlelf, and as well as Cato major, between own 
whom and him there is a great fimilitude of cha-^* 
rafter, {a) not being in the leaft inclined to abate 

(a) Haiid fane detreflator laudum fuarunii Lh<. xxxiv. i c. 

H 2 any 
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any thing of the praife he might deferve, wrote 
his own life in three books: and (a) Tacitus ob- 
ferves, that neither he, nor Rutilius, who did the 
fame, were either cenfured, or difbelieved. 

Scaurus did not negleft the art military, and 
made fome campaigns in his youth. When he 
was iEdile, he applied himfelf entirely to the 
functions of his charg.-, that regarded the govern¬ 
ment of the City *, and in the games, which he was 
to give the People, he did not pique himfelf upon 
a trivial magnificence, which was equally incom¬ 
patible with the fmallnefs of his fortune and his 
natural difpofition. His Prsetorfhip is entirely 
unknown •, and as to his Confullhip, we have 
fome detached circumftances, which 1 am going 
to relate. 

He fuftained the rights of his dignity with 
haughtinefs: and P. Decius, who was Prsetor, 
having continued fitting as he paffed by, Scaurus 
commanded him to rife, ordered his robe Prsetex- 
ta to be torn, and his curule chair to be broken in 
pieces, and prohibited all perfons whatfoever to 
appear before his tribunal. 

He had Gaul for his province, and gained fome 
advantages over people little known, which how¬ 
ever acquired him the honour of a triumph. But 
the exaft difeipline, which he caufed to be ob- 
ferved in his army, is much more eftimable : it 
was fo ftrief, that, as he tells us himfelf, a fruit- 
tree, which happened to be within his camp, was 
fo fecure from the foldiers, that the next day, 
when the army decamped, it had not loft one of 
the fruit, with which it was laden the night 
before. 

{a) Plerique foam ipil vi- lio Sc Scauro citra (idem, au.t 
tarn r.arrare fiduchm potms obtrafUuonifuk.Ttfc.’V. Agric, 
moron), quam arrogantiam ar- n. I. 
bi:rati font: neque id Ruu- 

As 
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As the war did not engrofs him during the 
whole campaign, he employed the leifure of his 
troops in ufeful works, and caufed the marfhes to 
be drained, which the inundations of the Po had 
formed in the countries of Placentia and Parma. 
For this purpofe he caufed vents to be opened, and 
canals of fufficient depth cut to carry off the water 
from the lands overflowed before. 


Scaurus, during his Confulfhip, was defied HiiteUa- 
Prince of the Senate by the Cenfors Metellus 
Domitius, in the room of Q^Metellus Macedoni-f^/ * 
cus, who died fometime before. 


Many w;iters, in emulation of each other, haveGW fir* 
celebrated the good-fortune of this Metellus Ma- /6IW °f 

cedoni us. If we were to trace back the hiftories MuijJni* 
of all nations, ages, and conditions of the world , cus . 
fays Velleius Paterculus, we fhould fcarce find a Veil. I.i i. 
Angle perfon to be compared for good-fortune 
with Metellus. Jf we confider him as a publick ’ 
perhn we fee him adorned with triumph, and 
the moll exalted dignities; we fee him enjoy, 
during a long life, the firft rank amongft his 
countrinen, and maintain warm contefts in re- 


fpeft to the publick affairs, without the lea \ ble- 
mifh or his reputation. As a private perfon, ne¬ 
ver was father of a family more happy. He had' 
four Ions, all of whom he faw arrive at the ase of 
maturity, and at his death had the confolation to 
leave all of them alive, and in the higheft digni- 

D 

ties. His bier was carried by his four fons, of 
whom one had been Conful, and was actually 
Cvnfor; the fecond had alfo been Conful; the 
third was then Conful ; and the fourth had been 


Praetor, and was raifed to the Confulfhip two 
years after. Add to thefehis fon$-in-law -for he 
had three daughters, all honourably married, and 
had borne him grand fons) two of chefc were Con- 
fuls afterwards. Is this dying , cries the hiflorian, 

H 3 or 
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or quitting this life with happinefs ? A thought of 
little folidity, a frivolous diftinftion with men, 
who having no certainty of another life, could fee 
nothing in death, but the annihilation of all felici¬ 
ty. It is to thofe, who have eternal glory in 
view, that death is really an happy removal from 
life, according to the force of the word migrate , 
ufed by Paterculus. Hoc eft nimirum magisfeliciter 
de vita migrare , quarn mm. 

This good fortune itfelf, which Metellus enjoyed 
during his life, was not fo compleat, as Velleius 
PI in- vii. reprefents it: and Pliny, who fometimes carries 
44 - his mifanthropy too far, is not wrong, when he 

obferves upon the fubject in queftion, that two 
tilings made a confiderable breach in this fuppofed 
felicity. The one is the unworthy and cruel ad¬ 
venture, by which he was very near perilhing 
through the fury of the Tribune Atinius: the 
other, hi having been the enemy of the great Sci- 
pio Africanus. And might we not add, the ex¬ 
treme mortification he experienced, when Q^Pom- 
peius his enemy was elected to fucceed him, and 
the narrownefs of fpirit and injuftice of the refent- 
ment he expreffed upon that occafion ? This laft: 
fact proves both that his happinefs was neither 
without cloud, nor his virtue without ftain. 


It may however be faid, that the good fortune 
of Metellus Macedonicus was indeed exceedingly 
fingular: and that good fortune feemh to have ex- 
£xtr fl e r - ten ded itfelf to his whole family. For in the fpace 
dinz>j dig- of twelve years we find more than twelve Conful- 
rv-i, cf {hips, Cenforfhips, or Triumphs of the Metelli: 

y ear ^39’ two Metelli, brothers and 
if 1 ’ both fons of Maced on icus, triumphed on one day, 

the one pver Macedonia, and the ether over Sar¬ 


dinia. This amazing number of Confulfhips in 
one and the lame houfe, occafioned the poet Nse- 
vius to fay: Fato Metelli Roma fiunt Confutes : 

" It 



Detached Facts. ioj 

“ It is fate, it is deftiny that makes the Meteili 
“ Confuls at Rome: 9 ’ Words that offended the 
family, as if extolling their good fortune were 
depreciating their merit. 

The 638th year of Rome, gives us an exam- A.R,638. 
p]e of corruption amongft the veftais, never heard^^ 
of before. In the preceding times it had very fcl-^" rf ^‘ 
dom happened, that a veftal had been found e * 
faulty : and the day of their punifhment was a day 
of univerfal mourning at Rome. But this year, 
of the fix, which they were in all, three were 
proved criminal, two of which had even almoft 
pubiicldy abandoned themfelves to diffolute prac¬ 
tices. This unhappy event was believed to have 
been foretold by the misfortune of a young maid, 
who being on horfeback with her father was killed 
by thunder, and her body thrown one way, and 
the horfe another. The Augurs having been con¬ 
futed upon this accident, replied, as is faid, that 
this pretended prodigy threatened the veftais, and 
the order of the Knights with great infamy. Per* 
haps thofe Augurs had fome fufpicion of what be¬ 
came publick loon after. But let the prediction 
be as it will, the fact is as follows. 

One L. Butaetius Barrus, a Roman Knight, a 
. profeffed debauche, weary of too eafy conquefts, 
was defirous to exalt the gull of his infa¬ 
mous pleafurcs by the charm of difficulty and 
danger. He therefore attacked a veftal, called 
^Emilia: and when he had fucceeded in feducing 
her, the contagion foon fpread, and two other 
veftais, Licinia and Marcia, followed their com¬ 
panions example. There was however this dif¬ 
ference, that Marcia entered into an intrigue only 
with one; whereas jEmilia and Licinia admitted 
a multitude of gallants*, becaufe when they had 
once began to extend their criminal amours, and 
faw that their fecret took air, they engaged all 

H 4 thofe 
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thofe to filence, whom they apprehended as wit- 
neffes, by making them accomplices. 

They art All this infamous myftery, after having been 
cnwnatd. Jong concealed, was at length brought to light by 

a flave, whofe mafter was one of the guilty. 
This flave was one of the confidents, and liberty,' 
with many other rewards, had been promifed him. 
As he faw they did not keep their word, he went 
and difcovered the whole. The college of Pon¬ 
tiffs, which by the conftitution of Numa were 
judges of this affair, afted with great indulgence. 
Only /Emilia was condemned : a favourable fen- 
tence was paired upon Marcia and Licina, for 
which they were probably indebted, the one to her 
being lefs criminal, the other to the eloquence of 
the famous L. Craffus, her relation, who being 
then twenty-feven years of age, defended her in 
an oration, of which Cicero fpeaks with praife. 

But the affair did not reft there. The whole 
People cried out againft this lenity of the Pontiffs 
on an occafion, .wherein the crime was equally 
evident and odious; and the Tribune Sex. Pedu- 
ceus having put himfelf at the head of thofe who 
complained of the fentence, caufed an extraordi¬ 
nary commiflion to be voted by the People, for 
re-hearing the caufe of Marcia and Licinia, and 
at the head of that commiflion placed L. Caffius, 
who for that purpofe was created Pnetor a fecond 
time, after having been Conful and Cenfor. He 
was a perfon of rigid virtue and inflexible feveri- 
ty ; and one, (a) Cicero obferves, who had ren¬ 
dered himfelf agreeable to the people, not by 
politenefs and popular behaviour, but by an aufte- 
rity of manners, which acquired him relpeft. He 
entirely anfwcred the expectation of thofe who 

(a) Homo non liberalise, ut alii, fed ipfa trifiitia & feve- 
ritate pepuiarii. GV. Brut, 97. 


had 
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had chofen him •, for he not only condemned the 
two veftals, but a great number of others, fo that 
his tribunal was called the rock of the accufed: Vall.Max. 

f ■ • 

fcopulus reorum. 111 ‘ 7 ‘ 

It however is not probable, that a perfon fo 
much praifed for his virtue, fhould confound in¬ 
nocence with guilt; and that, according to Dio’s Dio apud. 
expreffion, not only thofe who were convi&ed, Va ^* 
but all that were accufed, were punifhed. The^ 6 ^^ 
example of M. Antonius, the illuftrious orator,^, t be 
of whom we ftiall frequently have occafion to orator is 
fpeak in the fequel, is a proof, that to be accufed xn ™l<ved^ 
did not fuffice for being reputed a criminal. 
true, he behaved with fuch courage and refolution, acquitted. 
as highly prejudiced his judgment in favour of his 
innocence. 

He was aftually Quseftor, and having Afia for 
his province, was upon the point of fetting out 
from Brundifium, when he was informed, that he 
was accufed before L. Caffius. There was a law 
to exempt thofe. from profecution, who were ab- 
fent on the fervice of the Commonwealth. But 


M. Antonius would not take the advantage of it, 
and returned from Brundifium to Rome, to ap¬ 
pear for himfelf, and anfwer the accufations 
brought againft him. His trial came on: and one 
circumftance rendered the offence very difficult 
for the accufed. The profecutors demanded, that 
a (lave, who they pretended had carried a torch 
before him in the night, when he went to the cri¬ 
minal rendezvous, fhould be delivered up tO- 
them, in order to his being put to the queftion,- 
This Have was very young : and Antonius was in 
extreme apprehenlions. both from the weaknefs of 
his years, and the violence of torments. But the 
flave himfelf exhorted his mafter to deliver him 


up without fear; affuring him, that his fidelity 
was proof againft the moft cruel infliftions. He 
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kept his word ^ and the queftion, which was very 
rigorous amongft the Romans, whips, racks, and 
red hot irons, could not overcome his conftancy, 
nor make him fpeak in a manner prejudicial to the 
accufed : an example, which proves, that virtue, 
and confequendy true Nobility, is of all ranks 
and conditions. Antonius was acquitted, and fet 
out for his province with honour and tranquillity 
of mini 

The Senate beheld this degeneracy of manners 
R&r. Hijt.zs a publick calamity , and had recourfe, as had 
VoLllL happened before on the like occalions, to religion. 

The books of the Sibyl were confulted, and in 
confequence of the anfwer they were fuppofed to 
Simple give, it was refolved, that a temple ihould be 
r rtfftdto ere{ 3; ec j te Venus under the new firname of Verti- 

ticc^dia C CQr ^ a ^ which implied, that fhe was invoked to 

change the heart . It was alfo added, that the da- 
tue of Venus fhould be placed, and dedicated, in 
this temple, by the mod virtuous woman of 
Rome : a Angular regulation in a matter not a 
YaL Max. little delicate. In order to this choice, the Ladies 
vi. 15* nominated an hundred amongft them : outot this 

hundred, ten where chofen by lot, by whofe voices 
Sulpicia, the daughter of Sulpicius Paterculus, 
and wife of Q. Fulvius Flaccus, was chofen. 
This fact no doubt puts the reader in mind of that 
concerning Scipio Nafica, declared by the whole 
Senate the mod worthy and upright man of Rome,, 
and deputed with that glorious title to receive the 
mother of the gods, jud arrived from Peffinunturri 
in Phrygia. 

Another fuperdition was alfo put in praftice 
via:™, with the fame view of appeafing the wrath of the 

gods, but a cruel one, and highly unworthy of 
Rome, efpecially at a time, when philofophy, 
and the arts of Greece, had begun to enlighten 
the minds of the Romans, and to reform their 

man- 
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manners. In one of the publiek places of the 
city they buried a male and female Gaul, and a 
Grecian man ^nd woman. And what is entirely 
odd, whilft they pra&ifed thefe abominable facri- 
fices themfelves, they prohibited them feverely to 
fome barbarous nations, amongft who,m they 
were authorized by law and cuftom. 

I proceed now to relate two famous trials, that 
ruined two illuftrious perfons, inverted with the. 
principal dignities. 

We have feen C. Carbo a ft very different parts, farbo *c- 
Though he had been friend to C. Gracchus, even 
to madnefs, he afterwards took upon him thede- ra ^ uu 
fence of his murderer. On the expiration of his. 
Confulfhip, that is, the 633d year of Rome, heA.R.633. 
was accufed, it is not faid of what crime, by 
L. Craffus, who was then but one and twenty years 
old, and who made this caufe his firft trial of fkill : 

For his oration for the veftal Licinia, of which I 
have fpoke above, was fix years later than this. 

It was much the cuftom of young perfons, who ^ 
afpired at the glory of eloquence, to endeavour toCauf.corr. 
make themfelves known by fome remarkable ac- Eloc l- 
cufation, that gave them opportunity to difplay n * 
their talents, and at the fame time to prove their 
zeal for juftice, and their hatred for bad citizens. 

Carbo, whom Craffus attacked, was certainly 
highly capable of defending himfelf. . With cre¬ 
dit, power and honours, he united great elo¬ 
quence, which occafioned him to be confidered as 
the beft orator of his time. But it had probably 
happened to him, as to other (a) deferters of 
their party, who make themfelves odious to thole , 
they quit, and are fufpefted by thofe to whom 


(a) Trans fugse r.omcn execrabije v^tcribus fociifi, no\is fuf- 
pedlum, Liv. xxvii. ij. 
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they go over. He was undoubtedly not fupported 
by the faction of the people, which he had aban¬ 
doned, and the part fans of the ariftocracy did not 
confide in him. The young accufer omitted no¬ 
thing to leflen the merit of his return.to the party 
of the Nobility, in repeating to the judges the 
exceffes he had been guilty of, during his attach¬ 
ment to the Gracchi. He proceeded againft him 
with fo much vigour, that Carbo, to prevent an 
inevitable condemnation, poifoned himfelf, as was 
believed, with cantharides. 

Qfr.iTof.ty Craflus acquired great honour by this affair. 
c/Gafus. ^ ) { c was thought very glorious, that at an age, 

when thofe who exercife themfelves deferve praife, 
this young orator (hould praftife at the bar, what 
he might ftill be only ftudying in his clofet with 
honour. But his eloquence was not the only thing 
that gained him applaufe. An aft of juftice and 
generofity in refpeft to his enemy was more ad¬ 
mired, and with reafon. One of Carbo’s flaves 
brought his matter’s papers to Craflus, which 
might have been ufed for convifting him. Craf- 
fus conceived horror for this treachery, and fent 
back the flave to the accufed in chains, with the 
cafe of papers, which he would not fo much as 
open. He knew, that this kind of war, as well 
as That made with arms, has its laws, which 
ought to be obferved even between enemies. 
p: : But his too great timidity was upon the point 

an. of making him lofe the whole fruit of his labours, 

and of favin^ Carfco. When he began to fpeak 
he was quite difconcerted, and loft ground. He 
would have been under the neceffity of retiring 

(a) QjA q-;i exercen- fo r o optime jam facere. qued 
tor hade afrei ic- cv: —casen- p.-.vr. t domi cum l-mde r,ic- 
:c L.CririTu: oitecdii id fe in ai:ari. Cic.de Off. If. 47. 


with 
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with confufion, if the Prefident of the tribunal 
had not come into his aid. Maximus (this 
Prefident was fo called) took companion of the 
condition, in which he faw the young orator, who 
promifed infinitely. He broke up the aflembly, 
and put off the caufe to another day. Craflus by 
this means had time to recover himfelf, and not 
only terminated the affair againft Carbo with fuc- 
cefs, but in the fequel both pleaded, and fpoke 
before the Senate and People with all the refolu- 
tion neceffary j-retaining of his former timidity 
only an (a) amiable modefty, which not only did 
no hurt to his difcourfe, but ferved to recommend 


it, from the advantageous idea it gave of the ora¬ 
tor’s probity. This modefty rofe to a kind of 

fear: and Cicero, juft at the end of his career, 

introduced it again; declaring, that he never 
fpoke in public without changing colour, efpe- 
dally at the beginning of his difcourfe, and trem¬ 
bling all over, (b) The more tafte and eloquence 
any one has, the more he perceives the greatnefs 
of the art of fpeaking, and the difficulty of fuc- 
ceeding in it. 

L. Craffus, the year after he had caufed Czrbo Sole occe- 


to be condemned, feemed defirous to make trial/™™ 
of the party of the People, in the affair of the™^ 
colony of Narbonne, of which he pretended.to p n °jh\ht 
be, and really was *one of the founders. It ap- Senate. 


(tf)Fuit mirificus quidam in 
Crafi'o pudor, qui tamen non 
modo non obeflet ejus oratio- 
ni, fed etiam probitatis com- 
mendarione prodcfl’er. C/V. 

/. I. de Or. n. 122. 

(b) Ur quifque optime dicit, 
ita maxime dicendi difficulta- 
tem, variofque evcntus orati- 
onis, exi'pcdationcinquc ho- 


minum pertimefcit. Cic. ibid. 
n. 220. 

* It was the cuftom of the 
Romans > when they founded a 
colony , to nominate three diftin- 
guifoed perfons to prftde in fett¬ 
ling it. Tbrfe were called , 

Triumviri colonise dedu* 
cendre. 


pears, 
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pears, that the Senate oppofed the eftablifhment of 
this colony; and Craffus, in a difcourfe which 
Fe made upon this fubjecfc, and which Cicero 
praifes, as being of (a) greater maturity, than 
could be expe&ed from the orator’s years, warmly 
attacked the authority of the Senate, and (pared 

no pains to reduce it. This is the only ftep of 

this kind, that could be imputed to him. All the 
reft of his life he was a zealous defender of the 
ariftocratical party, and died, as we fhall fee, ih 
defending it. 

L. Craftiis, and M. Antonius, who was accufed 
in the affair of the veftals, are the two firft Ro¬ 
man orators, that Cicero thinks, can be com¬ 
pared with the Greeks. We may fee what has 
Pol. XII. been faid upon that head, at the end of the Ancient 

Hiftory. 

Cato con- We have not fo large a detail to make concern- 

** att {f 9T ing the condemnation of C. Cato. We have 
extortions. ^ en fh amc f u ]]y defeated by the Scordifci in 

638. It was faid, that he behaved no better in 
the civil government of his province Macedonia, 
A.R.659.2nd at his return to Rome he was accufed and 

condemned for extortion. The damages of this 
kind, which he had done the fubje&s of the 
Commonwealth, were however but very incon- 
fiderable, as they were rated in the trial at only 
eighteen thoufand fefterces; about an hundred and 
ten pounds fterling. For a perfon of Confular 
dignity, the grandfon of Cato the Cenfor, and 
Paulus /Emilius, and the nephew of Scipio Afri- 
canus, to be condemned for fo fmall a matter, is 
an inftance of great feverity. Butrin thofe 

days, 

(a) Senior, ut ita dicam, (b) Adeo illi viri magis 
qaam ilia sea5 ferebat, oratio voluntatem peccandi imue* 
Cic. Brut. c. ito. bantur, quam modum fa£U- 
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days, fays Velleius, the will of doing ill, and 
not the quantity of the ill done, was confided : 
the intention was the rule of judging fa&s; and 
the quality, not the extent, of the injuftice was 
enquired into. Perhaps alfo C. Cato’s bad con¬ 
duct in the war, and his defeat, were the real 
•motives for the fentence palled againft him. 

Let us conclude this fe&ion with a circum- 5 '™/^' 
ftance more capable of pleafing a reader, 

has a regard for the glory of Manners. Abou ilefttato* 
the beginning of the war with Jugurtha, L. ?[{o,gold ring. 
the fon of him who pafied the fir ft law againft 
publick extortions, was fent with the authority of 
Prartor into Spain, where fome commotions had 
arofe. There, whilft he was exercifing himfelf 
in the ufe of arms, he happened to break the 
ring he wore on his finger. The queftion was to 
make another. Pifo, who piqued himfelf upon 
fhewing, that he was worthy of his father, and 
of the honourable firname of- Frngi , or man of 
probity, which he had tranfmitted to him, and 
being unwilling, that any body fhould fufpedt 
the ring he ufed, to be a prelent received in his 
province, had recourfe to a very Angular precau¬ 
tion. He fent for a goldfmith into the forum of 
Cordova, where he then was, and weighed to 
him the gold in the fight .of all that were prefent, 
of which he ordered him to make a ring upon 
the fpot before every body. Thus, fays (a) Ci¬ 
cero, who has preferved this fadl, “ though only 
“ half an ounce of gold was in queftion, Pifo 
<c was defirous, that all Spain fhould know 
“ whence it came \ and that it was part of his 


que ad confilium dirigebant; 
& <juid, non in quantum, 
admifium fo;et, <eflimabant. 

VJL ii. S. 


(a) Ille in auri femuncia 
totam Hifpaniam fcire vo- 
luit, unde Praetor! annulus fi- 
eret, Cic. iv. m Vcrr. n. <57. 

“ own 
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et own property, and not the gift of any body.” 
This niccnefs, which perhaps abundance of peo¬ 
ple atnongft us would think exceffive, cannot dif- 
pleafe thofe, who judge rightly of virtue. If 
there be excefs in it, how laudable is that ex- 
cefs •, and how much were it to be wiflied, that 
men would err in having too much refpeft for the 
laws, and too much care in preferving their re¬ 
putation clear of blemifli! This Pifo was killed in 
Spain, it is not known how. 
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BOOK THE TWENTY-NINTH. 


THE 

ROMAN HISTORY. 


War with Jugurtha. 

T HIS book begins from Jugurtha’s afcend- 

ing the throne, and contains about four¬ 
teen years, from the 634th to the 647th 
year of Rome. It contains the war with Jugur¬ 
tha, and fome detached fads. 


SECT. I. 


r ? *y 
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Preamble. Abridgment of the kiftory of Mafnijfa. 
Praife of that Prince . Partition of his dominions 
after bis death . Char aster and great qualities of 

Jugurtha. Micipfi , Sou of MafriJJ'a , ft 
gartha to ferve at the Siege of Numnniia. lie ac¬ 
quires great reputation there. Sofia feuds ken 
Jugurtha with a utter to Micipfi, full of his 
praifes . Midp fa , at his ; darn , adopts him . 
Being at the point of death , he exhorts his three 
fons to live in great unity, hi scrapJaf the young eft 

fon y quarrels with Jugurtha , who caufes him to 
be killed . Adherbal the eldefi , /V defeated in a 
battle by Jugurtha , at Rone. 

Vot., IX. I 


% * 
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Jugurtha fends Deputies to Rome , and corrupts 
the principal perfons of the Senate, The Senate 
fends Commijf oners to Numidia , to make a new 
partition of that kingdom between Jugurtha and 
Adherbal Jugurtha attacks Adherbal , and ob¬ 
liges him to take arms. He defeats his brother s 
army, and befieges him in Ciria. The Senate , by 
their Deputies , order them to lay down their arms. 
Jugurtha , notwithfunding thofe orders , continues 
the Jiege with vigour. Adherbal writes to the 
Senate , implore its aid. Deputies are fent to Ju- 
gurtha , who conclude nothing, adherbalfarrendcrs , 
/; murdered. I Anns declared againft Jugurtha . 

//<? fends bis fon as a Deputy to Rome , who is or¬ 
dered to quit Italy. The Cenful Calpurnius ar¬ 
rives in Numidia at the head of the army. Ju- 
gurtba corrupts him and alfo Scaur us , makes 

a pretaided treaty with them. Calpurnius returns 
to Rome , W /j itniv erf ally blamed. The Tri¬ 
bune Memmius animates the People by harangues 
againft Jugurtha , and his accomplices. L. CaJfius 
is deputed to Jugurtha , and perfuades him to go 
to Rome , to give an account of his conduit. Ju¬ 
gurtha arrives at Rome , and corrupts the Tribune 
C. Babius. Memmius interrogates Jugurtha 

juridically before the People. Pabius forbids him 
to an fiver , and breaks up the affembly . Jugurtha 
caufes Majftva to be affajftnated at Rome. He re¬ 
ceives orders to quit Rome and Italy. 

Preamble. 

T H E war with Jugurtha, which I am going 
to relate, and which I (hall continue accord¬ 
ing to my cuftom to the end, without interrupting 
the leries of it with foreign events, fubfifted only 
fix years, but gave the Romans great occupation 
and difquiet, their armies fuffering the mod Ihame- 

ful 
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fill defeats. What rendered it more confiderable, 
wa^ its being in a manner in the bofom of this 
war, the civil diffentions between Marius and Sylla 
took birth, which coft the Commonwealth fo much 
blood, and fpread defolation throughout all Italy. 

It is no doubt a great advantage to have fuch an 
author as Salluft for my guide in this hiftory. 
His merit univerfally admired for fo many ages, 
ftands in no need of my praife. But I cannot 
omit Quintilian’s judgment, who in that excellent 
chapter, wherein he gives us the characters of all 
the ancient authors, thinks it enough in refpeft to 
Livy, to fay, that (a) by the different kinds of beauty 
which he knew how to .unite in himfelf he had ac¬ 
quired the immortal glory Salluft had merited by the 
brevity of his ftyle , and was rather equal to , than 
like him. 

Jf the (b) brevity and concifenefs of Salluft’s 
ftyle, which contains almoft as many thoughts as 
words, as has been faid of Thucydides his mode], 
muft extremely pleafean intelligent reader, it muft 
alfo be the defpair of one, who fhould attempt to 
preferve its beauties in another language. Let no 
one therefore be furprized frequently to find the 
copy infinitely fhort of the perfection of the ori¬ 
ginal. I might, to lpare myfelf the comparifon, 
kipprefs the Latin : but I am far from being wil¬ 
ling to deprive my readers ol io great a plea- 
fu re. 

Before I enter into the war of Jugurtha, I muft 
go back a little, and give a brief idea of the hif¬ 
tory of MafinifTa, from whom he was defeended. 


(*) Ideoque immortalem ■!- 
Jam Salluftii velocity ten) di¬ 
ve rfis virtutibus ccnlecmus 
eft. Nam mihi egreg’e uixif- 
fe videter Servilius Noviami5, 


pares eos magis quarn fimiles. 

(/■■) ilia Salluftiar.a trevifa?, 
qua nihil a pud aurcs vacuas 

atque erudi'a: pore ft effe per* 
fettius-./. U, 
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Brief Hifcry ^/Masinissa. 

B-ief bif- Two Princes, Syphax, and Gala the father of 

Mafinifia, reigned ac the fame time in Numidia, 

i ^ over ( jiff erent ftates. The fubjedts of the firft 

were called Mafcejuli , and occupied the weftern 
part as far as Mauritania. The others were called 
A'laffyl:, fituated at the eaft of the former, and 
bordering upon the dominions of the Common¬ 
wealth or Carthage. The name of Numiiians , 
which was common to both, is more known. The 
principal force of their armies confided in ca¬ 
valry. They rode their horfes without faddles; 
and many guided them without bridles ; from 
which they are called in Virgil, A T umid<e infrani. 

L>. xxiv. The fixth year of the fecond Punic war, Sy- 

phax had attached himfelf to the party of the 
Romans. Gala, to prevent the progrefs of a 
neighbour already too powerful, thought it necef- 
fary to fupport himfelf with the alliance of the 
Carthaginians, and fent a numerous army againft 
him under his fon MafinifTa, then only feventeen 
years old, Syphax was defeated in a battle, 
wherein thirty thoufand men were killed, and fled 
into Mauritania. But in the fequel things very 
much changed afpect. 

\ y xx j x# Mafmiffa, after the death of his father, expe- 
u. rienced all the viciffitudes and rigors of fortune, 

✓ ^ » O * 

deprived of his kingdom, re-eftabiifhed, dethron¬ 
ed again, warmly purfued by Syphax, and every 
moment upon the point of falling into his ene¬ 
my’s hands, without troops, arms, or a fecure 
afylum. In thefe fad circumftances, his valour 
and the amity of the Romans were his refource. 
Having attached himfelf to the firft Scipio Afri- 
canus, he Ihared in his viftory over the Carthagi¬ 
nians, and Syphax. From thenceforth his life 

was 
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was one continued feries of profperity, without 
being interrupted by any unhappy accident. He 
not only recovered his kingdom, but added to it 
that of Syphax his enemy ; and became the mod 
powerful Prince of Africa. 

As he owed every thing to the Romans, he con¬ 
tinued firm in that honourable alliance with invio¬ 
lable zeal and fidelity. He retained a very robuft 
date of health to the end of his life, which was 
partly the effeCt and reward of his extreme fo- 
briety in eating and drinking, and of the care 
which he took to inure himfelf continually to la¬ 
bour and fatigue. Polybius obferves, ( which *\n feni 
pafiage we have from Plutarch) that the next daygerenda 
after a great victory over the Carthaginians, he lu * Rcf P* 
was found before his tent, making a meal of a p * /9 ‘ 
piece of brown bread. 

Scipio the younger, who afterwards ruined Car¬ 
thage and Numantia, was lent to Mafiniffa by 
Lucullus, under whom he ferved in Spain, to afk 
elephants of him. He arrived exaCtly at the 
time, that Prince was going to give the Carthagi¬ 
nians battle. He was fpeCtator of it from the 
top of an hill near the place where it was fought. 

I have, already obferved elfevvhere, that he was 
very much amazed to fee Mafiniffa, then more 
than fourfcore years old, mounted on an horfe 
without a faddle, according to the cuftom of the 
country, giving his orders on all Tides, and like a 
young officer, {attaining the greateft fatigues. He 
contracted a particular iriendfhip with that Prince, 
who was extremely pleated that he was prefent at 
his victory, and paid him all the honours due to 
the worthy heir of his benefactor. 

Some few years after Mafiniffa falling fick, and Val. Max 
finding himfelf near death, wrote to the Procon-^ 2 - 
ful, under whom Scipio then ferved at the fiege of ppp ' 3 
Carthage, to defire him to fend the latter to him; 

I 3 adding, 
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adding, that he Ihould die contented if he could 
expire in his arms, after having made him the 
depofitary of his laft will. But perceiving, that 
his end approached before he could have that con- 
folation, he fent for his children, and told them, 
That he knew no people upon earth except the 
cs Romans, and of that people only the family 
“ of the Scipios: That in dying he left Scipio 
<c AEmilianus abfoiute power to difpofe of his 
“ eftates, and divide his kingdom amongft his 
cc children : That it was his will, whatever Sci- 
<c pio Ihould decide, fliould be punctually exe- 
cc cured, as if himfelf had fo appointed in writ- 
“ ing.” After having fpoke this, he died * at a 
very advanced age, having retained the whole 
ftreng'h of his mind and body to the lad. Cicero 
C ; ". dc tells us, that even in the laft years of his life, if 
Ser. c.? 4 *he had fet out upon a march on foot, he did not 

mount on horfeback •, that if he was on horfeback, 
he did not difmount to walk *, that neither cold, 
nor rains, could oblige him to cover his head *, in 
a word, that he enjoyed a very robuft ftate of 
health, fo as to difcharge all the functions and du¬ 
ties of the fovereignty. He left behind him a pro¬ 
digious number or children, (fome fay forty four) 
of which one was but four years old, and three 
only born in lawful marriage, Micipfa, Gulufla, 
and Manaftabal. 





Polvb. 

2Dud 

Vaief. 

p* * i 4* 


This Prince may be deemed one of the great- 
eft Kings, of whom hiftory has preferved the me¬ 
mory. As a warrior, and able politician, he 
knew how both to acquire, and preferve, a pow¬ 
erful ftate, which he governed during almoft fixty 


* Aloft cut hors, when they teer ., as five have /aid after 
fpeak of bis death, make him at Livy, when he died, he could 
left ninety years old. But , if he only in his fourfcore and 
: * the fixth year of the fecond third year. 

P tni' -tsar he rvas but fevcn- 

9 


years 
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years with great wifdom. Refpedted by his nu¬ 
merous family, he always maintained peace and 
good intelligence in it ^ and hishoufe was exempt 
from all thofe jealoufies, thofe violent enmities and 
horrors, with which the courts of the Kings his 
coteaftporaries abounded. His fuperior genius 
raifed him above the barbarity of his nation, and 
made him even labour to eftablifh good polity, 
and to civilize his people, who had been almoft 
favages till his time, and lived by hunting and 
upon the milk of their cattle. He difciplined 
them, and from robbers, which they were before, 
he made them foldiers. He made agriculture 
flourifh, or rather introduced it, in his dominions. 
Numidia was not culti T ated before him, and even 
palled for a barren country. But it was not the 
land, that was wanting to the inhabitants; but the 
inhabitants who negle&ed a fertile foil, and who 
left it for a prey to beafts; chufing rather to rob 
and pillage from one another. Mafiniffa knew 
the goodnefs of the land, and caufed it to be cul¬ 
tivated 3 and Numidia by his care and pains be¬ 
came as rich in grain and fruits as any other nation 
of the world. 

His eftates and dominions were divided by Partition 
Scipio, whom he left abfolute arbiter in that r t-of bn do- 
fpecl. Scipio decreed, that the name and autho- 7 ^ 77 ^* 
rity of King fhould appertain in common to the 
three legitimate Princes, and gave the reft confi- 
derable eftates. According to Diodorus, each of 
them had a thoufand acres of land, with all that 
was neceffary for cultivating them. In the par¬ 
tition of the functions of the fovereignty between 
the three Princes, he had regard to the charadter 
and genius of each. Micipfa, who was the el- 
deft, was a lover of peace and letters. He gave 
him the capital city and the finances. Guluffa, 
who was a warrior, had all that related to war 

I 4 and 
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2nd the troops for his part. Manaftable, a great: 
lawyer, was charged with the adminiftration of 
D'oi. 2p ju(tice to the people. But Micipfa foon united 

the whole authority in his own perfon by the 
death of his two brothers. He reigned thirty 
years, always in peace, making the ftudy of let¬ 
ters and philofophy his delight, and taking great 
pleafure in the convention of learned men, whom 
he invited from Greece to his court, and attached 
to his perfon. 
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Micipfa had two fons, Adherbal and Hiemp- 
fa:: and canlrd his nephew Jugurtha, the fon of 
Mancfraba! by a concubine, to be educated in his 
palace, and took as much care of him as of his 
own children. The latter had excellent qualities, 
that acquired him general eftcem. He was well 
made, of a beautiful afpecl, abounded with wit 
and fenfe, and did not, as is ufual with young per- 
fons, give into luxury and plealure. He exercifed 
himfelr with thole of his years in racing, darting 
the javelin, and riding the war-horie. Hunting 

. ' o O 

was his foie amufement; efpecialiy hunting of lions, 
andother fierce beafts. (a) Though he was fupe- 
rior in all things to his companions, he had the 
addrefs to acquire their affeftion : he was more 
intent upon deferring, than receiving praife \ 
doing much, and fpeaking little of himfelf. 

So fhining, and fo generally approved a merit, 
began to give Micipfa difquict. He (b) faw him- 


V Ci:m omrcB cr.orid an- 

teiret, orr : nib js [amen cams 

eiTe. Piurimujn facere, Sc 

minimum ipfs de fe locui. 
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i erreci: eum r.afsra 


rr.cruli jm avida imperii, & 
przeeps ad e.xplcndam animi 
cupidinem : prsterea opportu- 
nitas fuse liberorumque setatis, 
qu^etiam rnediocres viros fpe 
prards tranfverfosagit. SaUuft. 
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ielf far advanced in years, and his children very 
young. He knew of what ambition is capable, 
when a throne is in queftion ! and that with much 
fewer talents, and lefs moderation than Jugurtha 
had, it was eafy to be allured by fo affecting a 
temptation, efpecially when fupported by circum- 
ftances entirely favourable. He difcerned with 
grief, that he had brought up a fecret enemy in 
his houfe, and one who would perhaps be its 
deftroyer. 

In order to remove fo dangerous a rival of his Miatfa, 
children, he gave him the command of the troops f™ °f 
he was going to fend to the aid of the Romans, 
then before Numantia, under the command oigunbato 
Scipio iEmilianus. He flattered himfelf, that^w at 
Jugurtha, brave as he was, might precipitate him-^^.^* 
ielf into fome dangerous attion, that might coft 
him his life. That young Prince acquired fo acquires 
much reputation by his affiduity in the fervice, 
his exa£l obedience, and his ardour to fignalize tal ' m% 
himfelf on the mod hazardous occaflons, that it 
was hard to judge, whether he was more efteemed 
by the Romans, than dreaded by the enemy. 

And (a) what is very extraordinary in his age, he 
was not only intrepid in battle, but of Angular 
prudence in council! of-which the one is apt to 
occafion a too cautious timidity, and the other a 
too rafh boldnefs. Accordingly the General, 
having difcerned ail his merit, treated him with 
more and more regard, and profeffing peculiar 
amity and confidence for him, he ufually charged 
him with the moll difficult and dangerous commif- 
fions. Befides this, Jugurtha was liberal and 
magnificent, was very engaging in his manners, 


( 5 ) Ac fane, quod difficil- videntia timorem, alterum ex 
limum in primis eft, & pras- audacia temeritatem adferre 
iio ftrenuus erat, & bonus con- plerumque folet. Saliujl. 

Alio : quorum alterum ex pro- 
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and poffeffcd the art of infinuating into favour in 
a fuprcme degree, fo that he gained the hearts of 
a great number of Romans, who contrafted a 
very ftrid and intimate friendfhip with him. 

There was at that time many in the army, as 
well of the Nobility as of lefs confiderable fami¬ 
lies, who let a much greater value upon riches 
than probity thefe were of a turbulent and fac¬ 
tious difpofition, and by their intrigues had ac- 
quirtd credit at Rome and with their allies \ but 


had a more extenfive than advantageous reputa¬ 
tion. Thefe dangerous fpirits, to kindle Jugur- 
tha’s ambition, which was but too ardent before, 
gave him to und'erftand, that when Micipfa died, 
he might have the kingdom of Numidia alone : 
that his valour made him worthy of it; and for 
the reft, every thing was fold at Rome. 

Sifhfcr.r i Scipio, after the taking of Numantia, defign- 
iari Ju - ing to difmifs the auxiliary troops, and to return 
:o to Italy himfelf, gave Jugurtha great praifes, and 
* s honoured him with military rewards in the prefence 

of whole army. He afterwards took him 
to Mi alone into his tent ; and as he was not ignorant of 
the dangerous intimacies he had contra&ed, and 
the pernicious counfels of the young Romans men¬ 
tioned above, he gave him falutary advice in re- 
ipect to his conduct, well worthy of that wifdom 
and virtue, which rendered Scipio (till more ad¬ 
mirable than the glory of arms. He told him. 
That the amity of the Roman People was to 
be cultivated rather by methods of honour, than 
by dark praftices, ai d by attaching himfelf lefs 
to particulars than to the body of the State 
itfelf. That it was dangerous to defire to buy 
of fome citizens by gifts, what belonged to the 
publickf That if he perfevered in the paths of 
“ virtue, as he had hitherto, he could not fail of 
“ glory and the royal dignity, which would in 

“ fome 
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ic fome fenfe meet him half way: whereas, if 
<c through a precipitate ardour, he propofed to 
<c obtain it by dint of prefents, his very money 
“ would prove the caufe of his ruin.” 

After having given him this advice, with which 
he mingled abundance of exprefTions of friendfhip 
and efteem, he fent him back to his own country 
with a letter for Micipfa, conceived in # thefe 
terms: Jugurtha your nephew has extremely diftin- 
guijhed himfelf by his valour and wifdom in the war 
of Numantia . I know that this news , will give 
you extreme pie a fur e . His merit has made him very 
dear to me. I jhall endeavour fo to aft, as to make 
him alfo beloved by the Senate ■ and People of Rome . 

I fhould believe my jelf wanting to our friendfhip , if 
I did not congratulate you upon having in the perfon 
of Jugurtha , a nephew worthy of you , and of his 
grandfather Mqfiniffa . 

When the King faw, that all the good things Micipfa 
publick report had faid of Jugurtha, were co n- aio P i him 
firmed by the Roman General’s letter, moved with^j" re ' 
fo authentic a teftimony, he refolved to change 
his conduft for the future, and entertained no 
thoughts but to win him by force of favours and 
obligations. He began by adopting him •, and 
by his will he appointed him joint heir with his 
two fons. 


M. Porcius Cato. a. r. « 34 .- 

Q^Marcius Rex. Anl,c * 


Micipfa feeing himfelf at the point of death, Atihe 
fent for the three Princes together, and made them point of 
approach his bed. There, in the prefence of the death, be 
principal perfons of his court, he fpoke as follows. e *k° rts ^ ,s 
You remember , Jugurtha , that having loft your fa- tfuiTin 
ther at a very tender age , you were left without hope perfect 
or fupport , when I received you into my houfe , be- 

lieving 
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4- lieving that Ifhould net be lefs dear to you on account 

1 ‘ of my favours, than if I bad given you life, and that 
you would do great honour to our family . I have 
not been deceived in my expectation. For, not to 
mention many others of your actions, by your lajl be¬ 
haviour at the JVar of Numantia, you have acquired 
the bighefi glory for me, and my kingdom ; from de¬ 
clared friends, as the Romans were before , to us you 
have induced them by your merit to become dill more 
fo: you have given new birth to the name and ime¬ 
mory of our boufe in Spain : and laftly, which is 
very extraordinary and difficult amongft men , you 
furmounted envy by the luftre of your glory, (a) Now , 
when 1 fee the end of my life draws nigh, I call upon 
you, 1 conjure you, by this right hand with which I 
adopted you, and have affociated you in the fovereignty 
with my fens, /merely to cherifh them, who are your 
near relations by birth, and are become your brothers 
by my favour *, and that you will not do them the in - 
juftice to chafe rather to attach ftrangers to you, than 
to retain the ajfeClicn of thofe, who are united to you 
by blood. It is neither armies nor treafares that are 
theJuppcrt of a kingdom ■, but friends, who arenei- 


(C, Nun:, quoniam mihi 
mtura finem viiz facita per 
hanc cextram. per rtrgni fidem 
me-neo ob:e. r :orque, u:i hos, 
qui tibi gene-e > ropinqii, be- 
TiL-ic io f.-rje? \a v, cares 
habeas ; nec raalis alienos ad- 
jungerr, quim fanguine con- 
jj.ndos retinere. Non cxer- 
citus, neque thefauri, yrxi:- 
dia regni iunr, verum amici: 
cues neque crm:= cogcrc, r,e- 
qoe auro par2re queas: officio 
Sc fide pariuntur. Qais au'.em 
amicior, quam fraires r aut 
quern alien am fidum invenies, 
fi niishoftis fueris r Eqcidem 
ego regnum vobis trado, fir- 


mum fi boni eritis : fi mali, 
imbeci'Ium. Nam concordia 
res par vs crefcur.t, difeordia. 
maxamsdiiabuntur. Ceterbm 
ante i«os, Jegertha, qui state 
u: fapien'.ia prior es, nu ali- 
ter qui ever.int, providere 
decet. Nam, in omni cer- 
tamine, qui opulentior eft, 
e:i?.mi"i accepi: injuriam, ta¬ 
rn en, quia plus po'.eft, facerc 
videtur. Vos riutem, Adfier- 
bal & Hiempi'al, colite, obfer- 
vare t2lem hunc virum : imi- 
tamini virtutem, & enitimini, 
ne e^o meliores liberos fum- 

O 

fifte videar, Guam genuifie. 

Saiiujt. 
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ther acquired by arms , nor gold , but by real fervices , j*; ^ 
inviolable fidelity. Now can one have better 
friends than one's brothers \ and what faith can he 
expeft from fir angers, who becomes an enemy to his 
near relations ? I leave you a kingdom , Jlrong if you 
behcrve with virtue ; but weak , if otherwife. For 
the fmalleft fates augment by unity \ and the greateji 
are defrayed by difcord. For the ref , Jugurtha , as 
you have more years and capacity than my other two 
fons , it is incumbent on you to fee this rule duly ob- 
ferved. Remember that in all difputes , he who is 
flrongefl is always fufpefled to have done the injury, 
even though he has received it, for the very rcafon , 
that he has more power and occafion to do it. As to 
you Adherbal and Hiempfal , be careful to efteem and 
refpeft the great merit of Jugurtha. Imitate his 
virtue , and endeavour to prevent it from being faid , 
that my children by adoption were better than tbofe I 
had from nature . Micipfa concluded with recom¬ 
mending to them all to continue faithful to their 
engagements with the Roman People, and to con- 
fider them always as their b. Refactors, patrons, 
and matters. 

Jugurtha, who rightly perceived, that the 
King had not lpoken according to his real lenti- 
ments, and that the conduft of that Prince in re- 
fpeft to him had more of fear than good-will in 
it, returned him feint lor feint, and concealing his 
thoughts with profound diilimulation, he replied 
with fuch profettions of affeftion and gratitude, as 
the conjunftion of affairs required. Some few $ eat ij 0 f 
days after Micipfa-died. As foon as the laft ho 
nours were paid him with a royal magnificence, 
according to the cuftom of the country, the 

Princes met to deliberate upon the prefent ftate of 
affairs. Hiempfal, the youngeft of the two bro¬ 
thers, a Prince of a proud and haughty difpofiti- 
on, and who had always exprefled great contempt 

for 
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^ 4 -for Jugurtha, on account of the meannefs of his 

birth on the mother’s fide, on this occafion took 
his feat upon his brother’s right hand, to hinder 
Jugurtha from taking the poll of honour in the 
middle. It was not without great difficulty, that 
Adherbal prevailed upon him to go to the left, by 
reprefenting to him, that fome regard was to be 
had to feniority. 

Hu w*. After this beginning, which did not promife 
<// /** much unity, many things were brought upon the 

humrjA car pg t concerning the adminiftration of the (late : 

H Zb an( ^ am o n gft ot her propofals made by Jugurtha, 
gurtbz, he faid, that it was neceffary to annul all the de- 
vthccufis cr ee S made by the late King, during the laft five 

^illd ^ 7 ears hi s reign, becaufe having been fuperannu- 

ated, his mind had (hared in the infirmity of his 
body. Hiempfal haftily replied, that he was en¬ 
tirely of that opinion, becaufe his father had adop¬ 
ted Jugurtha but three years before his death. 
That expreffion, was too home a ftroke not to be 
fenfibly felt by Jugurtha-, and left a deep wound 
behind it. From thenceforth he gave himfelf up 
to the impreffions of the mod violent rage and 
difquiet; ftudied nothing night and day but means 
for deftroying Hiempfal, and endeavour’d by dif¬ 
ferent methods to enfnare him. Hiempfal, on his 
fide, did not fpare him, and feemed to take plea- 
fure in aggravating his hatred. This did not laft 
long for the next year Jugurtha found means to 
have him murdered. 


A- It* 635* 

Ant.C. 117, 
Adherbal 
th* el deft is 
defeated in 
a battle by 


L. C^cilius Metellus. 
Q. Mucius Sc^vola. 


The news of the murder of Hiempfal foon 
Jugurtha] fpread throughout Africa. Adherbal (aw from 
and takes thence, what he had to fear for himfelf. Numi- 

at d* a was divided into two parties between the two 

brothers. 
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brothers. Great armies were raifed on both fides. A - R - Hs- 
Adherbal, after having loft moft of his ftrong Ant,C ' 117 ' 
towns, was defeated in a battle, and forced to take 


refuge at Rome. 

O 

Jugurtha, having effected his defigns, faw him- Jugurtha 
felf mafter of all Numidia: but he had realon to \! cnds Dem 
fear from Rome. The remembrance of what he^^ t0 * 
had heard of the avarice of the Nobility, capable corrupts 
of any thing for money, gave him hopes. He^ pried- 
immediately difpatched Ambaffadors with great^^"*' 
fums, and orders to fpare nothing, and to corrupt^™* 
the Senators at any price. They foon found the 
reality of every thing being venal at Rome. They 
prefently acquitted themfelves of their commiffion, 
and made an almoft inftant change in people’s 
fentiments. The caufeof Jugurtha, fo notorious 
and fo hateful in itfelf, and againft which at firft 
all the world were prejudiced, foon wore a diffe¬ 
rent afpedt. 

When the Senate gave both parties audience, 
Adherbal related, u the unhappy condition, to 
“ which he was reduced, the injuftice and vio- 
“ lence of Jugurtha, the murder of his brother, 

<c the lofs of almoft all his fortreffes, and the fad 
<c neceffity he was under of abandoning his king- 
“ dom, and feeking an afylum in a city, that 
u had always conceived it for her glory to protect 
“ princes unjuftly oppreffed. Fie infifted princi- 
c< pally on the laft orders his father had given him 
“ at his death,, to place his foie confidence in the 
u Roman People, whofe amity would be a more 
u firm and fecure fupport for himfelf and his 
“ kingdom, than all the troops and riches in 
“ the world.” His fpeech was long and pa¬ 
thetic. 


Jugurtha’s Deputies anfwered in few words: 
“ That Hiempfal had been killed by the Numi- 
M dians on account of his cruelty. That Adher- 

“ bal 
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bal had been the aggreffor; and that after having 
been conquered, he complained of not having 
done all the ill he could have defired. That 


“ their mailer defired the Senate to judge of his 
“ conduct in Africa by that which he had ob- 
ts ferved at Numantia, and to have more regard 
to his actions, than to the reports of his ene- 

“ mies.” 


TceStnxte They had ufed, as I have faid before, an elo- 

ar'/frurT q uence in l" ecret > more perfuafive than that of 
IrjoKuni. words *, and it had all its effeft. Except a fmall 
to number of Senators, who Hill retained fome fen- 


Kaze a timents of honour, and were not fold to injuftice, 

a 'l l ^ e re ^ inc *i nc d to favour Jugurtha. The de- 
kir.gcom liberations of the Senate terminated in appointing 
bween ten Commiffioners to make a new partition of 
Jxgui'ja MidplVs kingdom between Jugurtha and Ad- 
tu herbal. At the head of this commiffion was L. 

Opimius, whole authority was then great in the 
Senate, after the fervice he had done that Order, 
by the murder of C. Gracchus, M. Fulvius, and 
by the many other violences he had committed a- 
gainft the Plebeians. Jugurtha gave him the 
moft honourable reception ; and knowing his great 
avidity, took him in his foible, made him great 
prefents, and dill much greater promifes. He at 
length fucceeded fo effedtually in bringing him 
over, that he engaged him to prefer his interefts 
to his faith, reputation, and honour. He afted 
in the fame manner with the other Commiffioners, 


amongft whom he found few, that had more re¬ 
gard for their duty than for money. The parti¬ 
tion was made as Jugurtha wifhed, however with 
fome appearance of equity. He had for his ffiare 
the provinces adjacent to Mauritania, which were 
peopled with the bed men, and were the beft cul¬ 
tivated and mod fertile. Adherbal had thofe. 


which the more adorned with buildings, and more 

abundant 
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abundant in fea-ports, had not fo many foiid. as*- *• 6 5 '- 

, - *■ J Ant.L. 117. 

feemwg, advantages* 

Jugurtha, who at firft could not be without Ju^-tba 
fome fears, feeing his guilt in a manner rewarded,*''"^' 


M v J3 Ji 1 

and having thereby experienced what his friends 
had told him at Numantia, that all things were “Z 7 * ^* 
venal at Rome, no doubt became more bold in takeurms. 


his endeavours to compleat the defign he had fo 
happily begun. He however continued five years 
without moving, whatever reafons he had for it. 
But at length, tired of that reftraint, he deter¬ 
mined to invade AdherbaPs kingdom. This 
feemedeafy to him. (a) He was aftive, enter- 
prizing, and well flailed in the art of war: A'd- 
herbal, on the contrary, was indolent, tranquil, 
and pacific; and as he had little experience of 
war, had little tafte for it; and confequently was 
more expofed to infult, and more liable to fear 
others, than to be feared himfelf, Jugurtha ac¬ 
cordingly entered his brother’s territories with a 
confiderable body of troops, carried off great 
numbers of captives and cattle, burnt towns and 
villages •, and after having committed all kinds of 
hoftilities, returned into his own kingdom with 
great Spoils. This paiTed in the Confulfhip df 
Drufus and Pifo. 


A 4 R. 640. 
Ant.C, tils 

Jugurtha was in hopes, that thefe hoftilities 
would induce Adherbal to ufe reprizals,and thereby 
give him occafion to purfue the war with vigour, 
and even to juftify himfelf to the Romans, if ne- 


M. Livius Drusus. 
L. Calpurnius Piso. 


(a) Tp fe acer, beliicofus r at portunus injuria, metuens ma¬ 
le quem petebat, quietus, im- gisquam metuendus. 
belli. 6 , piacido ingenio, op- 
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a. r. 643*ceffary. But chat Prince, though highly enraged 
^ ,m ‘by fuch an infuk, perceiving himfelf die we^keft, 

and relying more uppn amity pf R-pjpans 
than the fidelity of Iris fubje&s, contented himfelf 
with fending AmbaiTadors -vyith complaints tp his 
brother, who brought back only a disobliging an- 
fwer. Notwithftandipg this ne,w affront, Adher- 
bal refoived to fuffer every thing r^thsr than un¬ 
dertake a war, in w.hjch his firft trial hadSucceed¬ 
ed too ill. His timidity fp openly ayipwed, ferved 
only to increafe Jugurtlja’s boldnefs. , H£ tppfe 
the field, not with oply a flying camp before, 
but with a numerous army. He ravaged all the 
places, through which he paffpd,- putting all to 
Are and fword, in order to fpread terror among# 
the enemy, and to encourage his own troops. Ad- 
herbal forced by neceflky, and having no other 
choice to make, but either to abandon his king¬ 
dom, or defend it, railed troops, and marched 
again# Jugurtha. 

The two armies met near Cirta, not far from 

fea, but they did not come to hlows then, 

him in becaufe it was late in the day. When the night 

Cir (l7 . was f ar advanced, but before day-light appeared,' 

Jugurtha’s foldiers, on the firft fignal given them, 

attacked the enemy’s camp, and finding fome half 

afleep, and others taking arms, they prefently put 

them to flight. Adherbal elcaped to Cirta with 

fome cavalry •, and if the * Romans and' Italians, 

♦ 

great numbers ot whom were then in that city, had 
not it opt the purfuit of the viftors, the bufi- 
r,ds had been over j Circa had been taken, and 
the war between two powerful Princes would have 
begun and ended in one and the fame day. 


him in 

Cirta. 


* All tee ci'-ies of ir,.di , 
ruber fubjeS 10. or in cUian e 
-uth Rome, *izc.s full of ivr- 


rr.am and Italians t whom com* 
mcrce drew thither, and in¬ 
duced to fettle there. 

Jugurtha 


9 
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Jugumha, without lofing time, laidfiege to the**£ 
place, and made all his machines advance to at¬ 
tack it in form. He loft ho time to prevent the 
effed of the embafiy, which he knew Ad herbal 
had fent to Rome before the battle. As foon as % e $ enaU 
the Senate received advice of the war between the^v their 
two brothers, three young Senators were appoint-^"*" 
ed to go and declare in the name of the Senate zn& or f r j* m 
People of Rome, that they mould lay down their their arms. 
arms; the honour of the Commonwealth, and their 
own intereft, requiring it. 

Thefe Deputies ufed expedition, and the more, j U g U >tha f 
as before they fet out a report fpread at Rome of noiwith- 
the battle and fiege of Cirta. Jugurtha, 
having heard them/anlwered: “That he had^y 
the higheft regard and refped for the authority tiJes the 
of the Senate. That from his earlieft youth h 
had made it his ftudy to deferve the efteem of w i Wr * 




c 


i 


the moft Worthy perfons of the Commonwealth. 
That it could only be by virtuous adions, that 
he had been fo happy as to pleafe fo great a 
man as Scipio. That the fame motive had in¬ 
duced Micipfa to adopt him, as he had children 
of his own. That for the reft, the more he 
had aded with prudence and generofity, the left 
he was difpofed to fuffer injuries. That Ad- 
herbal had ufed the moft odious.expedients to 
deftroy him *, and that fo prefling a danger had 
reduced him to take arms. That the Roman- 
People was too wife and equitable to tie up his 
hands on fuch an occafion, and prevent-him- 
from taking juft precautions for the fafety of his> 
perfon, which would be contrary to the law of 
nations. And laftly, that he fhould imme¬ 
diately difpatch Ambaffadors to Rome to inform- 
the Senate and People of the true ftate of 
things. 0 After this difcourfe they parted,- with-' 

K 2 0U£ 
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k. R. 64** out the Ambafladors 
* l,4# fion to fee Adherbal. 

As foon as Jugurtha believed they might be out 
of Africa, feeing that Cirta, in effedt of its fitua- 
tion, defended itfelf with eafe againft all his at¬ 
tacks, he drew a line of circumvallation flrength- 
ned with towers, and fufficient troops to guard 
them. He acted continually night and day, either 
.by,open attacks, or ftratagem. Sometimes he en¬ 
deavoured to bring over the garrifon by promifes, 
and fometimes to intimidate it by threats. Hein- 
ceffantly animated his own troops, difpofing all 
things, and being himfelf the foul of his enter¬ 


being able to obtain permif- 


pnze. 

ASh&hd Adherbal, reduced to extremities by an enemy 
y.-nt's a f rom w h orn he had no quarter to expeft, without 

hopes of aid, and the fcarcity of provisions not 
triers it: permitting him to fuftain the fiege long, faw no 
mV. other refource but in the Romans. By great pro¬ 
mifes he engaged fome Numidians to pals the ene¬ 
my’s works in the night, in order to gain the fea- 
coaft, and carry a letter from him to Rome. It 
was read in the full affembly of the Senate, and 
its contents were as follows. 


It is 71 ot tny fault , father r, if Ifeern importunate 
to you , by fo often imploring your aid: it is Jugur¬ 
tha's violence and injuftice that force me to do fo. He 
is fo determinately bent on my deftruftion , that he fets 
both you and the immortal gods at nought: only my 
blood can fatiate his cruel ambition . He has kept me 
befieged five months in contempt of the alliance and 
amity by which I am united with the Roman People. 
Neither the benefaftions , with which my father Mi - 
cipfa loaded him , nor your decrees are of any fupport 
to me. I cannot tell whether I am moft diftrejfed by 
arms , or by famine. I be prefent ft ate of my fortunes 
prroents me from faying more in refpeft to Jugurtha: 
I hanje experienced how little credit is given to the 

complaints 
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complaints of the unfortunate. I plainly perceive , he k - *• 6 4 ®-_ 
has not my perfon only in view ; be carries bis jehemes 
and defigns higher . He has no hopes of retaining my 
kingdom and your amity at the fame time: but which 
of thofe two advantages he has moft at heart is not to 
be doubted . He began by killing my brother Hiemp - 
fal . He afterwards drove me out of my dominions . 

Be infenfible to our pcrfonal evils •, I confent to it; 

But the queftion here is a kingdom dependant upon 
you, of which he has poffeffed himfelf by force of 
arms: it is the perfon whom yourfelves eftablifhed 
King of Numidia, that he now keeps befieged. tfhe 
fiiuation I am in, fhews the regard he has for your 
orders ; which have been fignified to him by your Am - 
baffadors . What remains then that can make him 
return to his duty, except the force of your arms ? 

For, as to me, I fhould chufe much rather, that the 
complaints I now make, and thofe I have made before 
in full Senate , were without foundation, than to con¬ 
vince you, by my misfortunes, that they are but too 
true . But, as 1 am born to be the evidence of Ju- 
gurtha's crimes, I ajk no longer, that you would pre¬ 
serve me from mifery or from death \ but only that you 
would prevent me from falling into the hands of fo 
cruel an enemy, and that he may not degrade me fo 
far, as to infill all kinds of torments and cruelties 
upon my body . Difpofe as you pleafe of the kingdom 
of Numidia, that is your part \ but extricate me out 
of the hands of this impious wretch , I conjure you by 
the majefty of the Roman Name, and by the rights 
of amity . If you retain any remembrance of Maft- 
niffa, Jhew it in preferving his grandfon. 

After this letter had been read^, fome Senators ®^ ut f n ttg 
faid, that it was neceflfary to fend an army 
ly into Africa, and not to defer aiding Adherbal • who return 
that they fhould afterwards deliberate upon the pu- without 
nifliment Jugurtha deferved, for not having 
obeyed the orders, which had been fignified to 

K 3 him. 
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A- *40-him. His friends prevented this refolutiori from 
lu# palSng: and {&) private intereft, as happens in moft 
affairs, prevailed over the publjck good. Per- 
fons of age and birth, who had palled through 
the greateft offices, were however nominated to 
go to Africa. Of this number was Scaurus, then 
a perlon of Confular dignity, and Prince of the 
Senate. Salluft, who is by no means favourable 
to him, as we have before obferved, gives us this 
defcription of him. “ He (b) was a roan of high 
<c birth i of a warm, enterprizing, factious dif- 
u pofition; greedy of power, honours, riches; 

“ to which may be added great conning in dif* 

“ guifing his vices under the appearance of vir- 
P tue.” As the affair was notoriouOy vile, and 
they fet out three days after they were appointed, 
foon arrived at Utica, and from thence fent Ju- 
gurtba orders to repair to them as foon as poffible. 
This at firft gave him great perplexity, and the 
more, as he knew that thefe Deputies • were il- 
luftrious perfons, and of great authority. On the ' 
one fide he was afraid of irritating the Senate, if 
he refufed to obey : on the other, he could not 
refolve to quit his enterprize. After much re* 
fiexion, he determined to make a general affaukon 
the city fuddenly, in hopes of carrying it, and 
thereby terminating the affair, before new orders 
from the Senate to the contrary Ihould be notified 
to him. But not having fucceeded, and appre¬ 
hending that* Scaurus, of whom he was moft 
afraid, might take offence at his affefted delays, 
he at length refolved to repair to the place ap¬ 
pointed by the o Deputies with a fmall efcorte of 

(7) I:a bar.urn publicum, oobiiis, impiger, factioftiF, a- 
u: in plerifqae i egotiis Tolet, vidus po'eneix, honorum, di- 
privata gra:ia dtvlctum. viriarura : caeteium vitia fua 

(b) j£mUius Scaurus, homo caliide occultai\5. 

4 

horfe. 

« < 
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horfe. They made him warn* reproaches with R - 6 4* 


great,menses in the name of the Senate, for not *' * ,w * 
having raifed the fiege. We do not know what 
reafops he could give to juftify himfelf: Hiftory 
fays nothing of them. It only tells us, that after 
muohdifepurfe on both Tides, the Ambaffadors 

returned without having concluded any thing: 
aft ! extern el y fufpicious conduft, which gives 
roO^'to.think, that from thenceforth:Scaurus was 
not wholly inaccefiible to Jugurtha’s prefents. For 
nothing is more contrary to the character of 
haughtinefs and inflexible aufterity,-which he flieiv- 
ed upon all occafipns, than this eafmefs, with 
which he fuffers a Nu’midian Prince to treat the 
orders, of the Senate* delivered by himfelf, with 
■cppeempt.- Florus affirms pofitively, what we ad- 
<vande.here.only as conje&ure. 

•• .Howevler it were, this gave Adherbal his mor -Adherbal 
tal tfpund. The Romans fettled in Cirta, who fumnde-^ 
had the-principal part-in defending the place, fee- 
ing that no farther aid was to be expeded from™*” r 
Rome, and not apprehending much for them- 
felVesf, becaufe they concluded, that the majefty 
of : the Ronlan name would be a fafeguard for 
them, perfwaded Adherbal to capitulate, on con¬ 
dition only that his life fhould be faved. That 
unfortunate PrinceTaw plainly, that this was deli¬ 
vering himfelf up to (laughter: but forced by ne- 
ceffity^he furrendered himfelf, and was imme¬ 
diately .put to death by Jugurtha in the moft cruel 
torments. 

Notwithstanding the horror this news excited &War ude- 
Rome, Jugurtha’s money (till found him defenders 'bred «- 
in the Senate; and the affair, by delays, obfta-^^ 1- 
cles-, and the falfe pretexts, with which endeavours^ r u ' 

were -ufed to cover and embroil it, took a turn, 

* 

that gave reafon to fear the criminal would again 
efeape the punilhment due to his crimes. But C. 

K 4 Memmius, 
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a. r. ^Memmius, Tribune e left, a warm man, and the 

declared enemy of the Patricians, told the people, 
that there was a powerful cabal formed, which em¬ 
ployed their whole credit to fave Jugurtha ; and 
ftrongiy reprefented, what a fhame it would be, if 
fo many atrocious crimes, known to all the world 1 , 
fhouid be fuflered to pafs with impunity. ■ The Se¬ 
nate apprehended the confequences of the People’s 
iuft indignation 5 and war was declared againft 
Jugurtha. 


A. R. £41. 

Ant.C. in. 


P. Scipio Nasica. 

L. Calpurnius Bestia 


T'tf.n of The Conful Calpurnius was charged with this 
Jvrunba war. When Jugurtha faw, that Rome was aftu- 
J'j as , a ally preparing to attack him, he was exceedingly 
jw/ re. f ur prized. For he had affured himfeif, that money 
cnves or- would falve every thing. He however did not 
*ersticuit\ Q fe courage, nor fufter himfeif to be difconcerted. 

He made his fon, with two of his intimate friends, 
fet out immediately, with orders to fpare no mo¬ 
ney for fecuring the Senate in his intereft. .When 
they approached Rome, the Conful Calpurnius 
afked the Senate, whether they judged it proper 
that they ftiould be admitted. The anfwer was, 
that if they did not come to deliver up the King 
kingdom of Numidia to the Romans, they 
N*n d:a fnould quit Italy in the fpace of ten days. This 
a threadzxfoitx was fignified to them, and they returned 
toe without having done any thing. 

The Conful however made all preparations for 
war. But as he propofed rather to inrich himfeif, 
than to conquer, he chofe perfons of great credit 

for his Lieutenants, whofe authority might ferve 
or.i me. in to fcreeniiim, and infure him impunity. Of this 
ep number was Scaurus, who returned in confequence 
tte,t r . into Numidia, to compleat the lofs of hisrepu- 

%v.i biter.. * - •* 

tation. 


OTPiy. 

CVrrup’s 

h:ns as 
sjsell as 
Scaurus, 
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tation. ( a ) Calpurnius did not want merit. He 6 4»- 
was laborious, had great penetration of mind, and 
forefight. He was not ignorant in the art of war, 
and neither dangers nor ambufcades could daunt 
him. But the love of money fpoiled all thefe good 
qualities, and rendered them ufelefs. When he 
was arrived in Numidia, he at firft made war with 
vigour, and took fome towns and a great number 
of prifoners. Jugurtha’s firft care was to inform 
himfelf well of the genius and charafter of the 
General he had to deal with. He fent Deputies to 
•him, who artfully founded him, and, after having 
jeprefented to him the difficulty of this war, Ju- 
gurtha being both able and determined to defend 
himfelf well, infinuated at a diftance, that their 
Prince did not want gratitude for thofe who rende¬ 
red him fervices. The (b) Conful underftood this 
language well; and nothing more was wanting to 
awaken and aftuate his ruling paffion. 

• Scaurus entered into this infamous negotiation, 
to which he ought to have been the more averfe, 

‘ as in the beginning, after the murder of Hiempfal, 

'he had ffiewn himfelf one of the warmeft of Ju- 
•gurtha’s adverfaries. But Salluft makes no diffi¬ 
culty to fay, that even then his zeal was mere 
hypocrify; that he feared difcovery, not injuftice; 
and that on the prefent occafion, the greatnefs of 
the' fum offered him, took the malk off his falfc 
virtue. Florus, who agrees in the fa£t with Sal¬ 
luft, expreffes himfelf however in a manner lefs 
difrefpeftful for Scaurus, and which even implies, 
that he had an high idea of him. “ Jugurtha, 
w fays he, triumphed over the Roman virtue in 


{< 2 ) In Confule noftro mul- 
t<e, bonsque artes anirai 8c 
corporis erzint: quas omnes a- 
varitia praepediebat. Patiens 
■ Jaborum, aero ingenio, facia 


providens, belli haud ignaruF, 
firmifFunuis contia pericuia & 
infidias. 

(£) Animus *eger avaritii 
facile ccnverfus eft. 

“ the 
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Cfi the perfon of Scaurus.” /« Sc aura ipfos 

Romapi imperii mores expugnaffet . . 

The Numidian at firft had not thoughts but of 
gaining time, in order to give his friends opporti*- 
nity to act in his favour at Rome, ahd to ftrength'- 
en his party there. But whemhe was affured of 
Scaurus, and had brought him into his interefb, 
he was in hopes of obtaining peaces $nd in order 
to thar, demanded an interview. It was granted 
him, and even an hoftage was given him for hifc 
fecurity. This was the Quseftor Sextius, whU 
was carried to a city of Numidia, called V>c<$. 

It was pretended, that he went thither to bring 
proviuons from thence, which Jugurtha had en¬ 
gaged to furnith. 

That Prince came therefore to theCoriful’s camp. 
The council of war wasaffembled. He prefented 
himfeif to it, and after having made a fhorc apo¬ 
logy for his condud, he concluded with protejffing, 
that he put himfeif into the hands of the Senate and 
People of Rome. The reft of the negotiation was 
concerted in lecret with Calpurnius and Scaurus : 
and the next day the council, after an appearknefe 
of deliberating, concluded, that the offer of Ju¬ 
gurtha, to deliver himfeif up to the Romans, 
ffould be received. Jugurtha immediately, as 
partly in execution of the treaty, caufed thirty ele¬ 
phants, a great number of cattle and horfes, with 
a next to inconfiderable fum of money, to be de¬ 
livered to the Quseftors. Thus the peace was 
concluded in Numidia without the authority of 
the Senate and People ; and the Conful returned to 
Rome for the creation of magiftrates. His Col- 
legue P. Kafka died during the year of his Con- 
fuifhip, as much efteemed, as Calpurnius had made 
himfeif defpifed and hated. Nafrca, defeended 
from an houfe, in which virtue feemed heredita¬ 
ry, fupported the honour of his name by ftrid in¬ 
tegrity, 
■ 
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tegrity, and was always proof againft corruption. Hu 
His mind was improved by philofophy : but in *“ 1# 
his application to that ftudy, his chief attention 
was to form his heart: fo that he was more a phir 
Jofopher by his manners, than his learning. For 
the reft, his philofophy had nothing of rigid and 

auftere in it: it was even polite with gaiety. This 

appeared both in his familiar converfation, and 
publick difcourfes, in which, as Cicero tells us,q c g rut# 
he united elegance of language with the fait ofn. 128. 
humour and pleafantry... I return to his Collegue, 
who refembled him fo little in. conduct and fen* 
timents. 

When the manner,, in which things had been Q'lpurmus 
carried in Numidia, was known at Rome, the relu' tis to 
Conful’s condudt was univerfally condemned, zn<\^ on ' e > and 
was the foie fubjeft of converfation throughout 
the city. The people loudly declared their rage 
and indignation. The Senators were at a lofs, ap¬ 
prehending, that if they ratified fo fhameful a 
peace, they fhould.difgrace themfelves j and on 
the other fide, were not inclined to annul a treaty, 
concluded by a Conful who was dear to the party 
of the Great.- For it was this Calpurnius, who, 
being Tribune of the People, had recalled P. Po- 
pilius, banifhed by the faftion of C. Gracchus. 

Befides which, the authority of Scaurus, by whofe 
advice it was known, that the Conful had afted 
throughout this whole affair, ftopt thofe who 
were belt inclined, and prevented the taking of a 
vigorous refolution. 7 '/, e cf rim 

However, the Tribune C. Memmius, in all/•«*,? Mu¬ 
tinies the declared enemy of the Patricians, ha - mius nvA ~ 
rangued the People in the ftrongeft terms, and 
exhorted them not to fuffer both the glory of th thh b,J 
Commonwealth and their own liberty to be anni- rangufs a~ 
hilated ; letting before their eyes an infinity of 7 U ~ 
haughty and cruel aftbnsof the Nobility, to 

flam t flues. 
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A.R. Ui- flame their zeal, and to infpire them with coura- 
A«tc.in.gj ous p ent i ments - m th e important affair, of which 

we are fpeaking. Salluft in this place inferts an 
harangue, which, he fays, he chofe out of feveral 
Cic. B:j\ G f that orator’s, who was very famous in his time, 

H 1 - J ' efpecially for accufations; which gives reafon to 

believe that it is really Memmius’s. 

Many reafons , Romans , would prevent me from 
prefenting myfelf before you at this time , if my zeal 
for the publick good did not outweigh all other mo¬ 
tives: the credit of the faction that prevails here , 
the exccfs of your indolence , the open violation of the 
laws and cf juftice, and, which mcft affefts me, the 
grief to fee, that innocence , /^r from being honoured 
as it deferves, only incurs dangers. I am afhamed 
to repeat in what manner you have been for fifteen or 
twenty years the fport of the pride of a few power¬ 
ful men ; with what bafenefs you fuffered your defen¬ 
ders to perifh without avenging their deaths ; to how 
great a degree indifference and infenfibility have taken 
root amongfi you , and debafed your ancient courage \ 
and laftly , even now, when your enemies give you the 
juftcjl caufe to lay hold of them , in what a manner 
you negleft the advantage of their downfal for your 
rife, and continue to fear thofe to whom you ought to 
male yourfelves dreadfuL Though all thefe confide- 
rations (bould check me , yet the impulfe of courage , 
and zeal for the publick good within me , force me in 
a manner to oppofe this powerful cabal. Ijhall ftill 

endeavour to ufe the liberty my father left me: Whe¬ 
ther my efforts are effectual , or not , depends on you.- 
I do not exhort you , Romans, to repel the injuftice 
and violence cf your adverfaries with arms, as your 
forefathers often did . There is no occafion for ufing 

force, or abandoning the city. Their ruinjhall be the 
• work of 1 heir own hands . After Tiberius Gracchus. 


whc, as they tell the ftory, was for making himfelf 
King , bad been killed, cruel inquiries were made 

againft 
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avainlt the People. The murderers of C. Gracchus and A R - 6 + r - 

^ # J* 11 J m J J t « /« « AiU* Vi I 1 If 

M. Fulvius were followed with the imprtjomnent and ■ 
deaths of many of you. It was not the authority of 
the laws, but the mere caprice of your enemies, that' 
determined thefe two bloody executions. Admit, /to 
undertake to re-eftablifb you in your rights , toj 
actually a defign formed to make themfelves Kings . 

alfo, /to »0/ being able to prevent that effett 
without fhedding abundance of blood, they did fo le¬ 
gally. ito/ with what pretext can they colour their 
rapines and depredations ? Do you remember, w/ 7 >& 
wto fecret indignation you have feen for years paft 
your revenues diffipated, Kings and free States pay 
tribute to a few Patricians, the fame men affume 

to themfelves both riches, /fo fplendor of digni¬ 

ties. They did not flop there. Impunity rendered 
them fill more bold and enterprizing . In a word, 

/fo Amw, themajeftyof the Commonwealth, all things 
facred and profane, have been given up to the enemy. 

And the authors of all thefe excejfes know neither 
fhame nor repentance of them. ‘They ftrut before you 
toffing up their heads, with pompous and magnificent 
trains , difplaying their Pontificates , Confulfhips, 

/cw 0/ /fo/» their triumphs: as if all this argued 
true merit , not infatiable ambition. Slaves , 

bought for money, 0*000/ bear the unjuft rule of 
their mafters: and you, Romans, born to command, 
fuffer Jlavery without emotion. But who then are 
thofe, that have thus ufurped the Commonwealth ? 

The vileft of wretches, murderers, in whom enor¬ 
mous avidity for money difputes the preference with 
inhuman cruelty and barbarity \ and who, «&/£ all 
this , puffed up with pride and haughtinefs : *0 
* word, men void of faith, honour, probity , who 
make a traffick of every thing, even of the mcft fa- 
ered duties . 0/ them have killed your Tri- 

banes \ others have perfecuted you with opprcffcns 
and mercilefs profecutions, moft of than have im - 
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a. R. 641 ^brewed their hands in your blood : W- they ccnftder 

aduc. cranes as their ftrength and great defence. The 

moft criminal of them are tbofewho for that very 
reafon believe tbemfelves the moft fecure. Inftead of 
their crimes keeping them , as they ought , under con¬ 
tinual dreads your indolence has given them occafm to 
make terror go over to your fide . United by the 
fame defires, the fame enmities, and the fame fears, 
they continue firmly attached together. But what is 
amity amongft the good 3 ought to be called confipiracy 
amongft the vile. If you were as zealous for pre* 
ferving your liberty , as they are for eftabhjhing their 
/way, the Commonwealth would certainly not be given 
up to be plundered as it is , and your favours would 
be the reward of true merit , not the prey of auda¬ 
cious guilt. Your ana ft errs retired twice to mount 
Aventine, to eftablifh their rights , and fecure the 
dignity of their order: and will not you, by their ex¬ 
ample, fipare no efforts for preferring that liberty 
which they have trafmitted down to you ? You are 
the more cbhged to this , as it is moft Jhameful to lofe 
that we poffefs , than never to have poffefjed it at all. 

Some body may ajk , what then } conceive it necefi- 
fary to do ? It is, feverely to punifb thofe , who have 
betrayed the Commonwealth , not by employing violence 
agaihft them *, ibey well deferve it, but methods of 
force do not fiat the Roman People. There are tri¬ 
bunals and laws. Decree enquiries , in order to affure 
yourfehes of the truth by certain proofs , and the 
teftimeny cf Jugurtba bimfelf. If he has made his 
fuhmiffon in earneft , he will obey pur orders: if he 
defpifes them, you will know from thence what you 
ought to think of this pretended peace and fubmijfon , 
which will only have fierced to fecure Jugurtha s im¬ 
punity for bis crimes, to enrich confiderably a fmall 
number of the Nobility, and, not to mention the in¬ 
finite evils which will be the effeft of them , to cover 
the Commonwealth with fhame and reproach . 
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And are you then not yet tired of their unjuft /way ? A - R - $ 4 ** 
Ton have, during many years, /mz kingdoms, fro- * 4w * 

laws, judgments, juftice, peace % in a 

wordy all things human and divine, /» hands, 

/ the mercy of a fmall number of men \ whilji 
you, hitherto invincible in refpeft to your enemies, 

IWj of all nations (for that is the idea we have of 
the Roman People) you, 1 fay , contented to be 

fujfered to protrafl an obfeure and languijhing life * 
iw 0/ Jlavery, which of you has 

dared to refufc complying with it ? 

For the reft, though I am convinced, that it is ex¬ 
tremely jhameful for a man of courage to fuffer in¬ 
juries with impunity, 1 Jhould willingly confent, that 
you pardoned tbefe vile wretches, becaufe they are 
your fellow-citizens, if I did not'forefee, that your 
clemency would prove fatal to you. ‘The love of their 
crimes are too deeply rooted in them. They will not be 
contented with impunity for the paft ; and if you do 
not deprive them of the power to do ill for the time 
to come, you will live in eternal difquiet, always be¬ 
tween the two extremes, either of being reduced to 
fuffer a Jhameful Jlavery, or of employing the force 
of arms in defence of your liberty. 

For do not imagine, that you can ever rely upon 
their fidelity, or that any fincere and folid union can 
ever fubjift between them and you. They will reign , 
and you will be free. They pretend to exercife all 
kinds of injufiice, and you are determined to oppofe 
them. In Jhort, they treat your allies as enemies, 
and your enemies as allies. Is it pojjible, whilft 
your fentiments are fo oppofite, that you Jhould live 
together in peace and a good underftanding ? I invite 
and exhort you therefore not to fuffer fo deteftable a 
fa 51 as that which has lately been perpetrated in the 
affair of Numidia, to pafs-with impunity. 




144 Scipio, Calpurnius, Confuls. 

a. r. 641. fhe queftion at prejent is not peculation nor ex- 

* tortion, certainly very great crimes, but become fo 
common , they are novo reckoned as nothing . 

The authority of the Senate, 2#^ the majefty of the 
Roman People, have proftituted to an audacious 
enemy. 'The good , /if honour of the State have been 
fold for money in your army, and in the midjl of 
Rome itfelf If a commiffion be not appointed to en¬ 
quire into this whole intrigue, if the guilty are not 
punifbed, what have we left to chufe , except to fub - 
mit to tyranny ? For to commit whatever crimes one 
will, is to be a tyrant . It is not for the fake of 
having the plea fure of revenge, you ought to deftre 
that your fellow-citizens may rather be found guilty 
than innocent: but you ought to fear , that whilftyou 
are for faving the bad, you fhould deftroy the good . 
And further, the oblivion of good a ft ions is not of 
fo dangerous a confequence in a State, as the oblivion 
of bad ones . The man of probity, when he fees 
himfelf negleSed, becomes only lefs warn and atfive 
for good: but the villain from thence becomes more 
bold and determinate for evil . Nothing is of great¬ 
er importance than to check crimes by feverity . If 
violence and injuft ice were not committed, there 
would be no occajton for any aid in order to live in 
peace. 

L. Coffins Memmius, by often making the like reprefen- 
i s dtputtd tations to the People, prevailed to have L. Cafiius 

c ^ en P rsetor f* ent ^ nt0 Numidia, with inftrudions 
ptr/vssdes 10 bring Jugurtha to Italy under the guaranty of 
kvn to go the Roman People, in order to his being interro- 
to Rom gated, and that from his anfwers the truth of the 
ta Z l<ve “"fads, of which Scaurus and the others were fuf- 

/ wt + r. r • 

light be cleared up. 

thefe things paffed at Rome, thofe whom 
the Conful had left to command the army in his 
abfence, imitated the condud and example of their 
General, and committed all kinds of extortions 

and 
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and enormities. Some, corrupted by Jugurtha’s A - R * 6 * u 
gold, returned him his elephants: others gave him n ' ’ m * 
up the deferters, for which they made him pay a 
great price: many inriched themfelves by plun¬ 
dering people, with whom they were not at war; 
fo (a) much had avarice, like a peftilential dii- 
eafe, infe&ed them all! 

The decree of the People, which commiffioncd 

Caffius to bring Jugurtha to Rome, had fpread 
confirmation amongft the Nobility, He foon ar¬ 
rived in Numidia, and found Jugurtha himfclf 
very much alarmed. He however perl waded him, 
without much difficulty, to chufe rather, as he had 
fubmitted to the Romans, to make trial of their 
clemency, than to draw their arms upon him. 

He (b) promifed that Prince entire fecurity in his 
own private name ; an affurance, on which Jin 
gurtha relied no l.efs, than on the publick faith, 

So great was the general opinion, fays Salluft, of 
Caffius’s probity. Let us add : and it is in this 
manner that even vice and guilt cannot help pay¬ 
ing homage to virtue. The manner, in which 
our hiftorian fpeaks of this Caffius, gives us reafon 
to believe, he was the fame perfon, who was ap¬ 
pointed to t rehear the caufe of the veftals, of which 
we have fpoken above ; though there is.fome dif¬ 
ficulty in refpedt to thefe Praetorfhips fo often re¬ 
iterated. 

Jugurtha arrived at Rome, not with the mag- 
nificence of a King, but in the mournful equipage ^ riv * s a * 
of a perfon accufed. However intrepid he was in co °'^f ’ n 

himfelf, and whatever proteftations of fervice his tbtlrihw 
friends and protestors could make him, he couldC. i; 
not help being anxious for the event of his affair. 


(a) Tanta vis avaritue in 
nnimos eorum, veluti tabes, 
invaferat! 

(b) Privatim prreterca fidem 

You. IX. 


fuam inreryonir, qnam ille 
non minoris. quam publkam 
ducebac. 
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a . r 64 T * But having been fo fuccefsful to bring over the 
Ant.c. m. Trjb U n e C. Basbius by prefents of money, one 

who had impudence enough to fupport him againft 
the evidence of truth and juftice, he was entirely 
at eafe. 

Memmius aflembled the People, who trembled 

Some were 
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with indignation againft the King. 
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/** for having him dragged to prifon: others de¬ 
manded, that if he would not difcover his accom- 


* 1 


e tut 




That though the Ro- 


phces, he ibould be punifhed according to the 
laws as an enemy to the State. The Tribune, far 
from giving in to the impetuous emotions of a 
People inflamed with rage, afted with great dig¬ 
nity, appeafmg their fury, checking their violence, 
and protefting, that he would never fufFer the 
. publick faith to be infringed. 

When fllence was made, and Jugurtha had 
been ordered to appear, the Tribune repeated the 
crimes committed by that Prince both at Rome 
and in Xumidia, whether againft his father by 
adoption, or his brothers -/and, addreffing his dif- 
courfe to him, he added: 
mans well knew his accomplices, they were defi- 
rous to be again aflured of them from his own 
mouth. That if he declared the truth he might 
hope every thing from the faith and clemency of 
the Roman People: but if he concealed it, he 
would not fave his accomplices, and would ruin 
himfeif. When Memmius had made an end of 
> 'y. Tri- hj s difcourfe, he ordered Jugurtha to reply. Bae- 

bius, on the other hand,(the Tribune corrupted by 
i:shv to Jugurtha, as we have faid above) forbade him to 
ay-JL'tT. fpeak. The People, extremely incenfed, teftified 
b'tah by tumultuous cries, menacing looks and geftures, 
and all-other marks of rage, the impatience with 
which they fuffered this proceeding of the Tri¬ 
bune. Baebius audacioufly perflfted in his firft 

conduct. Thus the People, infuked by their own 

ma- 
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magiftrate, and become the fport of an impudence, A - R ; 6 4 : * 
that had no example, law the affembly break up nr,e ' m% 
without concluding any thing. This was a tri¬ 
umph for the King, Calpurnius, and all the reft, 
who extremely apprehended the confequence of 
this information. The boldnefs, with which this 
fuccefs hadinfpiredJugurtha,foonmanifefted iticlf. 


M. Minucius Rufus. 

Sp. Postumius Albinus 


A- ft. 642/ 
Aat C iic. 


There was at that time a Numidian Prince at y :i0 . lf( }, a 
Rome, called Maftiva, the fon of Guluffc, and cavfn 
grandfon of Mafiniffa, who had openly declared Mojfiya u 
againft Jugurtha in the quarrel of the Kings, 
who, for that reafon, after the taking of Cirta, % om£t 
and the murder of Adherbal, had fled, and quit¬ 
ted Africa. The Conful Albinus, to whom the 
province of Numidiahad fallen, and who for that 


reafon defired, that the war there might break out 
again, advifed that Prince to demand Jugurtha’s 
kingdom. The latter was apprized of this, and 
cauied Mafliva to be affaflinated in the mid ft of 


Rome. The murderer was feized, and put into 
the hands of juftice. He confeffed every thing 
to the Conful Albinus, and particularly, that it 
was Bomiicar, Jugurtha’s near relation and confi¬ 
dent, who had engaged him to commit this mur¬ 
der. As Bomiicar had come to Rome with Ju¬ 
gurtha, the law of nations feemed to refuge him 
againft profecutions. An accufation was however 
laid againft him, and it was believed, that the 
laws of juftice would take place on .this occafion a- 
gainft all other confiderations. Fifty of the King’s 
friends offered to be fecurity for him, obliging 
themfelves to appear for him when it fhould be ne- 
ceffary. Jugurtha, convicted as he was of fo 
black an aftion, had however the boldnefs to keep 

L 2 his 
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a. r.. 6 +;. his ground ftill for fome time, always affuring 
Aat ' Cl .“'himfe!f, that he fhould extricate Bomilcar by the 

help of his friends. But he found, that the cry¬ 
ing enormity of fuch a murder was above all his 
credit, and all his gold and filver. He made Bo¬ 
milcar fly, and foon followed him •, the Senate 
r having fignified to him, that he Ihould quit Italy 
-p !V ., immediately. He accordingly fet out; at which 
anih-,h. time he faid feveral times, looking back upon the 

city, ( a) That Rome wanted only a purchafer to fell 
herfilf, and would foon perijh, if fuch an one could 
le found. 

J 

SECT. II. 


jugurtha eludes the attacks of the Conful Albtnus . 
Reflexion of Salluft upon the prefent ftateof Rome . 
Met elks is charged with the war of Numidia. He 
makes choice of Marius for one of his Lieutenants. 
On his arrival in Africa, his fir ft care is to re- 
c tablifh difcipline in the army. Jugurtha fends 
Deputies to Metellus: who engages them to deli¬ 
ver up their mafter to him. Metellus marches his 
an my into Numidia with great precaution . Ju- 
gurtba , finding himfelf amufed\ refolves to defend 
himfelf by arms. Battle > in which that Prince 
is defeated. He raifes a new army. Metellus ra¬ 
vages the whole flat country . Jugurtha furprizes 
part of the Roman army. Great joy at Rome for 
the viftory gained ever JugurthaNew vigi¬ 
lance of the Conful to prevent being fur prized - 
Jugurtha continus his fkirmifhes. Metellus be - 
jfieges Zama. During the winter-quarters he en¬ 
deavours to bring over Jugurtha 1 s confidents. Lbe 
King, betrayed by Bomilcar , confents to furrender 
at diferetion to the Romans. Deprived of every 
thing he again takes up arms. Metellus is con- 

(a) Urban renalem,& mature perituram/i empiorem invenerir. 

tinuefi 
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tinned in the command. Jugurtha prepares for 
the war. "The inhabitants of Vaccamaffacre the 
Roman garrifon . It is put to fire and fword by 
Metellus. Origin of the enmity between Marius 
and Metellus. Beginnings of Marius. His birth. 
His education and character. He makes his firfi 
campaigns under Scipio Africanus, and acquires 
his efieem. He is created a military Tribune \ and 
afterwards tribune of the People. He caufes a 
law to pafs, notwithfianding the oppofition of the 
Senate. He prevents a largejs, which one of his 
Collegues is for giving the People. He fuffers 
two repulfes in one Day. He is chofen Praetor 
with great difficulty, and acetified of caballing for 
that office. He marries Julia. His fortitude againfl 
pain. He is chofen Lieutenant General by Me¬ 
tellus. His conduct in that employment. Metel¬ 
lus refufes him permiffion to go to Rome to demand 
the Confulfhip. Marius decries Metellus. Con- 
fpiracy of Bomilcar againfl Jugurtha difiovered. 
He is put to death. Extreme dread and trouble 
of Jugurtha. Metellus grants Marius his dif- 
charge. Marius is elected Conful. The war 
againfl Jugurtha is confided to his care . Cicero's 
opinion of the means ufed by Marius for attain * 
mg the Confulfijip. Jugurtha*$ perplexities. Bat- 
tle, in which he is defeated. He retires to 'I hala, 
and quits it foon after. The place is befieged, and 
taken by the Romans. Jugurtha arms the G<e- 
tuli. He engages Bocchus to declare againfl the 
Romans. ‘Ihe two Kings march towards Cirta. 
Metellus repairs thither alfo. Grief of Metel¬ 
lus, when he receives advice, that Marius is ap¬ 


pointed to fiicceed him. 
Bocchus by Deputies. 


He holds a conference with 

A. R. 642, 


Ant.C. no. 



HE war 
Albinus, 


is renewed again, 
who was to return 
L 3 


Juan, ibu 

The Conful dukah* 

T> 4 . Otlocks cf 

to Rome to,/,.. c J ul 
prefide.* 
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a r. 6 -^.prefide at the eleSion of magiftrates for the year 
I10 'cnfuing, haftened his departure for Africa, in or¬ 
der to terminate the war as foon as poffible either by 
arms, a treaty, or fome other way. But Jugur- 
tha, on his fide, expeding every thing by gain¬ 
ing time, fought only how to protraft it. Some¬ 
times he promifed to furrender, and then profeffed 
diftruft. Sometimes he fled before the Romans, 
and at others, not to difcourage his army, harrafTed 
them vigoroufly. Thus between delays, and the 
flow alternative of negotiation and war, he 
2mufed the Conful, and eluded all his efforts. 
Whether through negligence, or connivance, for 
he was fufpected of it, Albinus fucceeded very 

ill. 

The accroach of the time for the elections ob- 

i- i 

lining him to return to Rome, he left his brother 

O O * 

Aulus to command the army in quality of Pro¬ 
prietor. Jugurtha had much more advantage 
from him, than from the Conful. He had no 
merit, and his felf fufficiency made i im uncon- 
fcious of his incapacity. The blind defire of in- 
ricbing himfeif induced him to form the fiege of 
Suthui in the midft of winter, a very ftrong place, 
fituated upon the brow or a fttep mountain, and 
furrounded with a marlh, in which the King kept 
part of his treafures. The cliflembled fear of 
that Prince, who fometimes caufed % pr,opofals of 
accommodation to be made to him, and fome¬ 


times fled before him, (till more increafed his 
blindnefs. Jugurtha, long accuftomed to artifice 
and ftratagem, acted his part fo well, that he in¬ 
duced him to raife the fiege of Suthui, in order to 
follow him into a remote region, where he gave 
him hopes of tranfacling in fecret with him. 
And, what is almoft incredible, he brought over 
by his emiflaries not only part of the Propraetor’s 
auxiliary troops, but even fome of the Romans, 

whp 
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who promifed to ferve him on occafion. Ac-^* R * ***• 

1 . T » , 7 . , Ant.C. no, 

cordingly, upon Jugurtna s attacking the camp 
of Aulas in the night, fome companies of Ligu¬ 
rians and Thracians went over to his fide : and a 
Roman officer, the firfi: Captain [. Primipilus ] of 
a legion, delivered up to the enemy the part of the 
intrenchment where he commanded. The camp 
was taken and plundered: and all that Aulus 
could do, was to retire with part of his troops to 
an adjacent eminence. The next day it was nc- 
ceffary to come to a compofition. Jugurtha, not 
contented with haying overcome, was alfo for in- 
fulting ; and in a conference, which he had with 
the Propraetor, with feigned moderation, he told 
him, that though he had him inclofed on all Tides, 
and it was in his power to deftroy both himfelf and 
his whole army, either by famine or the fword, 
however, reflecting that the fuccefs of arms was 
precarious and tranfitory, and human things fub- 
jeft to many viciffitudes, if Aulus would make 
peace, he would difmifs them all with their lives 
faved, after having made them pafs under the 
yoke, and upon condition, that they fhould quit 
Numidia in the fpace of ten days. However hard • 
and ignominious thefe conditions were, the fear of 
death, which feemed inevitable, made him accept 
them. 

When this news arrived at Rome, it occafioned 
great confirmation. Some lamented the difgrace 
of the Roman name by fo ffiameful a peace •, and 
others even apprehended the confequences of the 
advantages gained by the Numidian. All in ge¬ 
neral, and efpecially the military perfons, cenfu- 
red Aulus with contempt and indignation, for hav¬ 
ing chofe rather to owe his fafety to cowardice, 
than to courage, whilft he had arms in his hands. 

The Conful Albinus, apprehending that he ffiould 
be made accountable for his brother’s conduft, 

L 4 pro- 
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A. r . 641. propofed to the Senate to deliberate upon the treaty 

AouC.uo. j u ft b een concluded. It was declared 

void, as having been made without the authority 
of the Senate and People. The Conful, not hav¬ 
ing it in his power to carrv the troops he had le¬ 
vied along with him, becaufe the Tribunes oppofed 
it, fet out however for Africa. His army, in 
execution of the treaty, had quitted Numidia. 
He found it in fuch diforder and irregularity, oc- 
cafioned by the licentioufnefs that prevailed in it, 
that he was afraid to make it march againft Ju- 
gurtha, though he much defired it, to obliterate 
the difgrace of the treaty concluded by his bro¬ 
thers. . 

At Rome, however, the Tribune Mamilius 
Limetanus propofed to the People the decreeing 
of a commifiion, for informing againft thofe, 
who had emboldened Jugurtha to defpife the or¬ 
ders of the Senate •, who had received money from 
him wnilft Ambaffadors, or in the command of 
armies ^ who had reftored him his elephants and 
deferters •, and laftly, who had made conventions 
with the enemy concerning war and peace. Many, 
who were under apprehenfions for themfelves or 
their friends, uftderh..nd and fecretly oppofed this 
law : for to have done it openly, would have been 
to have conreiTed themfelves guilty. But the Peo- 
pie fhewed an extraordinary conftancy upon this 
occafion *, lefs through zeal and affeftion for the 
publick good, than hatred for the Nobility, who 
dreaded this law : fo violent was then the diffen- 
tion between the two orders. It was therefore 
decreed, that three Commifiioners fhould be ap¬ 
pointed to prefide in preparing the proceedings 
againft ail luch as ftiould be within the cafes 
mentioned in the law, and to bring them to 
trial. 


Scaurus 
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Scaurus had fufficient credit to get himfelf ad- £J 
niitted into the number of thefe Commiflioners, 
though he ought rather to have appeared as one 
of the accufed, than as one of the judges: but the 
affair was however carried on with no lefs vigour. 
Four perfons of Confular dignity were condemned, 
Calpurnius, Albinus, Opimius, and C. Cato. 
Neither Salluft, nor any other author, tells us, 
what part the laft had afted in the intrigues of Ju- 
gurtha. We have already feen him condemned 
on account of extortions: but, without making 
much intereft, only (light penalties had been laid 
upon him. On this occafion he was banifhed, as 
well as the three others firft named. There were 
alfo many others condemned of a lefs illuftrious 
rank, but however perfons of diftinftion *, and in 
particular C. Galba, who was the firft citizen, in¬ 
verted with a publick priefthood, who had been 
found guilty on a criminal accufation. Thefe 
were a kind of reprifals taken of the Nobility by 
the order of the People, who from the death of 
the Gracchi had not been able to furmount oppref- 
fion. It is no wonder, that Cicero exclaims a-ci 
gainft thefe condemnations, and treats them as ini-12 
quitous; as Salluft, who always favours the par¬ 
ty of People againft the Nobility, agrees, that 
popular rumours, and the caprice of the multi¬ 
tude, had a (hare in the judgments given upon 
this occafion. This is not to infer, that all who 
were condemned, were innocent. He has him¬ 
felf particularized the bad dealings of fome. But 
in general it was the fpirit of party, that directed 
the judges, more than the love of jufiice. The 
reader may turn back to the end of the hiftory of 
the Gracchi, for what we have obferved concern¬ 
ing the condemnation of Opimius. 

This event gives Salluft occafion to make a di- 
greflion upon the origin of the furious animofities, 

which 


*53 

• 642. 
.C.iio. 


Brut. 
7. 12S. 



!£{. Minucius, Postumius, Confuls. 

&.K. 642* which tore the city, and at Jength became bloody 
^^^’wars. We muft firft obferve, as that hiftorian 

has done elfewhere, that the civil diflentions are as 
ancient in Rome as liberty. But befides that the 
quarrels of ancient times always terminated with 
moderation and concord, there had been a very 
long calm, in which the two orders perfedtly con¬ 
curred in their endeavours for the publick good. 
That time, which may well be called the Golden 
Age of the Roman Commonwealth, continued 
from the fecond Punic war, to the taking of Car¬ 
thage. The fa&ions then not only began to re¬ 
vive, but became more violent than ever. It is 
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this period Salluft has in view in the reflexion, 
which I proceed to give the reader. 

“ It is, fays he, only fome years fince furious 
u divifions arofe between the Senate and People, 
“ and factions carried to the laft excefies on both 
“ Tides: and thele evils have no other origin than 
<c the leifure of peace, and the abundance of all 
“ that men confider as their greateft good. Be- 
“ fore the deftruction of Carthage, the two bo- 
“ dies of the State, treating each other without 
<c violence and paffion, were in good intelligence 
“ with refpeft to the management of affairs. Nei- 
tc ther the love of glory, nor the defire of rule 
“ armed the citizens againft each ocher. The 
“ fear of the enemy kept every thing within 
<( bounds. When Rome was no longer under that 
cc check, licentioufnefs and pride, the ufualeffefts 
“ of profperity, were introduced into the city. 
“ Thus the tranquillity and leifure, which adver- 
fity had made her defire with fo much ardor, 
4t when flie had obtained it, became more fatal to 


<c her than all the calamities of war. The Nobi- 


<c 

(( 

it 


lity on one fide made their preheminence, and 
the People on the other their liberty, ferve as 


pretexts for their unjuft pretenfions. So that 

" whilfl 
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“ whilft each aimed at the maftery, and was for a. k. 642. 
“ engroffing all to itfelf, the Commonwealth/ 

“ tuated in a manner between the two faftions* 

“ was torn in pieces by that divifion. For the 
“ reft, the party of the Nobility continuing al- 
“ ways united, had moft ftrength: whereas that 
“ of the People, divided into an infinite number 
46 heads, and not having any common tie, was 
44 much lefs powerful. Both in war and peace* 

44 every thing paffed through the hands of a 
44 fmall number of the Nobility. They had the 
44 difpofal of the publick revenues, of the go- 
44 vernments of provinces, the.great offices, ho- 
44 nourable rewards and triumphs. Whilft the 
44 Generals divided the fpoils taken from the ene- 
44 my with a few perfons, the People were de- 
44 preffed under the fatigues of military fervice, 

44 and the miferies of poverty ; and it often hap- 
44 pened, that the fathers or children of foldiers, if 
44 they had the misfortune to live in the neigh- 
44 bourhood of the Great, were driven out of their 
44 houfes, and deprived of the little lands they 
“ had. Thus avidity continually increafing with 
44 power, knew neither bounds, nor meafure. 

44 Every thing became the prey of the ftrongeft. 

* c The Nobility violated the moft facred rules, 

44 and facrificed all things to the defire of grati- 

“ fying themfelves, till by their excefies they 
44 drew upon them avengers out of their own 
44 bofom.” 

By this Salluft means the Gracchi, of whofe 
views he fpeaks with great efteem : and after hav¬ 
ing related their unhappy end, he adds : “ Wc 
44 muft own, that the defire of getting the better 
44 of their adverfaries carried them too far, and 
“ that they did not aft with moderation enough.’ 

44 For ( a ) it is better to be worfted with the right, 

[a) Sed bona vinci fatius eft, quam mala more injuriam vincere. 

u than 

* 
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a. a. 64a. « t han to overcome injuftice by bad mean?: 

11 * u The Nobility, on their fide, tyrannically abufing 

“ their victory over the Gracchi, either put to the 
“ fword, or banilhed, a great number of the ci* 
“ tizens; and by thofe violences, made them* 
u felves more dreaded, than they augmented 
“ their power. The abfolutely reducing enemies 
“ at any price whatfoever, and after having fo 
cc reduced them, exercifing the utmod vengeance 
“ poflible upon them, is what occafions the ruin 
“ of the mod powerful dates.” 

It is remarkable that hidorians, as if in con¬ 
cert, aferibe the ruin of manners and difeipline in 
Rome to its too great power, the increafe of its 
riches, and to luxury, the inevitable confequence 
of them. They fix the epocha of this fatal change 
at the dedruclion of Carthage. I have repeated 
in the hidory of the third Punic war a paffage 
from Velleius Paterculus, entirely conformable to 
what Sallud obferves here. I return now to my 
fubjed. 

A.R.645- Q. C.£CILIUS METELLUS. 

•“li* » L. J - T \ r -J- P 

M. Tumus Silaxus. 


/.W/.,- People (a) began to conceive great hopes of 

““ the war of Numidia, when the conduft of it was 

• * * - 

given to Metellus. That Conful had all thequa- 
t •••:• v.-luies, that can render a man edimable : but'par- 

ticularly a perfeft, and abfolutely incorruptible 
cifinteredednefs j the mod efiential quality at that 
rime sgaind fuch an enemy as Jugurtha, who hi¬ 
therto had made more ufe of money, than the 


InNumidiam prcfccifci- avaritia magiilratuum ante id 
ti*r, m 2 gna fpe civium, cum tempus in Numidia noltras 
pr*' p:er ar;e: bena?, turn max- opes contufe, hoftiumque auc- 
i:: h. cjod adverfum divitias tie erar.t. 
ii.v.ciaa animum gerebai 6: 


fword 
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is 


fword for conquering. The choice Metellus made^^-n* 
of two excellent Lieutenant-Generals, Marius and ‘ti/chujn 
Rutilius, confirmed the idea conceived in his Marius for 
favour; and the happy prefages people formed to**.' *f kii 
themfelves of his fucceis. And indeed, the belt ' 
concerted defigns often mifcarry through the bad 
choice of officers, when intrigue and cabal direfts 
it. We fhall foon give fome particulars of what 
relates to Marius. We are now going to follow 
the thread of our hiftory. 

When Metellus arrived in Africa, he found the 0/7 

-,, 1 ; 

army in a deplorable ftate, plunged in idlenefs /;!^/' l f . 
little inured to war, fearing both danger and la -/pa-reis 
bour, more valiant in words than action, dread-^ 
ful to the allies, contemptible to the enemy, in a 
word, without either difcipline, rules, or obe-^'^ y< 
dience. This difpofition of the army gave the 
new General more pain, than the number of the 
troops did confidence. Though he knew that 
Rome impatiently expefted the news of what paf- 
led in Africa, he however refolved not to begin 
.the operations of the war, till he had reformed 
the army according to the rules of the ancient dif¬ 
cipline. He (a) afted in this like a man of lupe- 
rior genius, obferving a wife medium between ex- 
ceffive rigout, and popular indulgence. 

The firft orders which he gave, were in refpedt 
to retrench whatever conduced to intemperance 
and effeminacy. He forbade his foldiers to have 
either (laves or carriage-horfes in the camp or upon 
a march; fervants to follow it; and all perions 
whatfoever to fell either * bread or meat ready 


(a) Sed in eadifHcultate Me- 

tellum non minus, quam in re¬ 
bus hollilibus, magnum & fa* 
pientem virum fuHTe compe- 
fior: tanta, temperantia inter 


ambitionem fovitiamque mo- 

deratum. 

* Every fold ]f f carried cor)} 
for twelve orffuend v;, c-ni 
giounj^ and. made tread of it 
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A- R. 643 -dreft, within the camp. As to every thing elfe, 
Act • 10 9 -f }e rec juced it, as much as poffible, to the Amply 

neceflary, He did not keep his troops long in 
one place. He made them countermarch, and 
incamp and decamp continually. He obliged 
them to intrench themfelves with as much care, as 
if they had always been in view of the enemy. 
He often relieved the guards, which he vifited in 
perfon with his principal officers, to keep every 
body in their duty. In marching, he was feen 
every where, in the front, the centre, the rear; 
taking care that the foldiers fhould keep their 
ranks, march always under their colours, and carry 
both their arms and provifions. {a) By this means, 
he foon re-eftablifhed difcipline, making ufe of 
an admirable principle*, rather to prevent , than 
punijh faults . 

jacurtba When Jugurtha was informed how Metellus be- 
/^haved, he was exceedingly anxious. Befides 

teliMj'wL which, he had been told from Rome, that prefents 

would be of no effeft with that General. That 
/««/9^.- re fource failing, which had hitherto been of fuch 
U J . fervice to him, it was neceflary to try other me- 
fa* J thods. He fent Deputies to Metellus, who afked 

no other conditions but life for that Prince and his 


children, adding, that for the reft he fubmitted en¬ 
tirely to the Roman People. The Conful had al¬ 
ready experienced, that there was no truft to be 
repofed in the Numidians, who were naturally ca¬ 
pricious, inconftant, and treacherous. He thought, 
that with a deceitful perfidious Prince, it was al¬ 
lowable to ufe fraud and ftratagem. He founded 
his Deputies feparately, and finding them all in¬ 
clined to do what he defired, he propofed, and 
effe&ually perfwaded them, to deliver up Jugur- 


(a') Ita prohibenao a deliftis magis, quam vindicando exerri- 
turn brevi confirmavit. 
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tha to him alive or dead. This conduct was little 
generous, and Ihews that in the times, of which *’ * I09< 
we are fpeaking, the moft deferving perfons had 
fome tinfture of the corruption of manners. Me¬ 
tellus, the better to cover his defign, gave the 
Deputies a favourable anfwer in publick, and 
room to amufe their matter with good hopes. 

Some days after he fet out from the Roman Metellut 
province, that is the part of Africa fubjeft to the f ^ rc ^ es 
Romans, and marched his army into Numidia.^J*^ 
He found every thing there in the fame ftate, as miiia 
if there had been no war: no houfes abandoned ,with abut* 
the flocks and herds with their keepers, the huf-^ 7<rf °l 
bandmen in the midft of their fields, and th^’ ecau ien ' 
Prince’s officers coming from the towns and vil¬ 
lages to offer corn and provifions, and do every 
thing they fhould be commanded. Metellus, not- 
withftanding, fpared nothing of his vigilance. 

He marched in the fame good order, and was no 
lefs upon his guard, than if the enemy were in 
view. In a word, he took all poffible precautions, 
knowing that thefe appearances of peace might 
cover ftratagems and ambufcades. And indeed 
Jugurtha was of fuch ability and art, that it was 
hard to fay, whether he was more to be trufted at 
a diftance, than when near; when he made war 
openly, or feemed to defire peace. 

Metellus continued his march, and arrived near 
a city called Vacca. It was the greateft place of 
trade in alt Numidia. He put a garifon into it, 
either to take the advantage of the place, or to 
know, by that ftep, the real difpofition of Ju¬ 
gurtha. 

However, new envoys came perpetually 
that Prince, who earnettly follicited peace, and, himfdf 
as.before, offered to furrender every thing to the amufeJ, 
Romans; provided they would grant himfelf and 10 
his children their lives. The Coniul received them^^^ 
4 as armis 
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a. r. 643-as he had the firft 3 that is, perfwading them to 
aw.c.ic©. betray their mafter; after which he fent them back 

to Jugurtha, without either promifing or refufing 
him peace: and, in the intervals, he expefted 
the fuccefs of what he had negotiated with thefe 
envoys. 

The artful Jugurtha perceived that his own 
example was followed againft himfelf, and that he 
was attacked with his own arms, that is, by ftra- 
tagem and deceit; as in reality Metellus’s words 
did not agree with his actions; and at the fame 
time he was given hopes of peace, a cruel war 
was made againft him. He therefore determined, 
as he had no other refource, to defend himfelf with 
arms. 

He affembled numerous forces, and obferving 
the march of the Romans, ported himfelf fo as to 
be able to attack them with advantage. When 
they came to a battle, the Numidians had the fu- 
periority at firft from the fituation of the place, 
where they lay in ambufti: but the Romans foon 
refumed courage. The King and the Conful 
fhewed all the bravery and ability that could be 
expected from two of the greateft Captains of 
thole times. Metellus had the fuperior valour of 
the foldiers on his fide, but the difadvantage of 
the place. Every thing favoured Jugurtha, ex¬ 
cept the nature of his troops, which were much 
inferior to the Roman legions. At length valour 
prevailed, and the Conful remained mafter of the 
field of battle. At the fame time, and at a fmall 
diftance from thence there was another aftion be¬ 
tween Bomilcar and Rutilius, and with the fame 
fuccefs *, fo that the Romans were entirely vifto- 
rious. 

Metellus incamped four days upon the place 
where he had given battle. He took care of the 
wounded, honoured thole with gifts who had 

diftinguilhed 
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diftinguiflied themfelves in the a&ion, highly ^ 
praifed the whole army, and exhorted the troops ‘ '* C9 
to finilh the campaign with the fame courage j 
adding, that they had done enough in refpeft to 
viftory, and that all that remained was to gather 
thefpoils, which were the juft reward of it. 

However, he fent out fpies to know where Ju •*} ugur tb& 

gurtha was, what his defigns might be, what re- raija a 
mainder of troops he had, and what afpeft they new army. 
had after his defeat. They brought advice, that 
he was retired into places covered with woods, and 
of difficult accefs; and that he was raifing an army 
there more numerous than the firft, but little in¬ 
ured to war, and compofed of hufbandmen and 
ihepherds. It is no wonder, that he was reduced 
to make new levies. Amongft the Numidians 
only thofe who formed the King’s guards, follow¬ 
ed him in the defeat. All the reft difperfed as 
they thought fit, without being deemed criminal; 
for that was the cuftom of the nation. 


When Metellus faw, that he was upon the point Mettllus 
of being obliged to begin a war again, in which'’'"/” th ‘ 
he would have enemies to deal with, who always 
took advantages from the knowledge they had of 
the country, and who even, when defeated, loft 
lefs than the vidtors; he conceived, that it was 


necefiary for him to change his plan, and not to 
come to a battle. But he entered the richeft pro¬ 
vinces of Numidia, ravaged the whole flat coun¬ 
try, took and burnt abundance of towns and 
caftles little fortified and without garrifons, put 
all to the fword that were capable of bearing 


arms; and for the reft he abandoned every thing 
to be plundered by the foldiers. The terror which 
he fpread by thefe cruel hoftilities, occafioned hof- 
tages to be fent him from all parts. Corn and 
munitions of all kinds were fent him in abundance 
Vol. IX. M accord- 


* 
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a . r . 643 . according to his order, and Roman garrifons 
^ C * IC9 'were received every where. 

Juzwtbd Jugurtha, more terrified by this new manner of 


yu£W ibd 
J-rtr:z£» 


fur^r:zus making war, than the defeat which had preceded 
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it, however did not lofe courage, and had recourfe 
to his ufual ftratagems. He left the greateft part 
of his army in his camp, and with the flower of 
his Cavalry, followed Metellus in the rear. The 
better to furprize him, he marched in the night, 
and through by-ways, fo that whilft the Romans 
believed him far diftant, and were difperfed in 
great numbers about the country, he fell iuddenly 
upon them with great vigour. Mod of them were 
unarmed. He killed many, and took a great num¬ 
ber of priioners. Then with as much circumfpe&ion 
as valour, he retreated to the neighbouring hills with 
hisNumidians,accordingto the defign he had form¬ 
ed, and the orders he had given before the battle. 

Whilft all this paffed, the news of the Conful’s 
firft fuccefs arrived at Rome. It was heard with 


great joy, that Metellus hadreinftated the ancient 
"caV '7 dilcipline in his army 3 that he had gained a vic- 
j u - tory in a difadvantageous poft; that he was in 
gurtla. pofieffion of the enemy’s country; and that Ju- 

gurtha, lb elate before from the defeat of Aulus, 
now faw himfelf reduced to feek his fafety in de- 
ierts and by flight. It was decreed by the Senate, 
that folemn thankfgiving fhould be made to the 
gods, and the whole city univerfally praifed the 
merit of Metellus. 


This made the Conful more intent upon his 
la*:eoftU& uty. He knew that glory generates envy. The 
Confui to more reputation he acquired, the more he labou- 

r rec ^ t0 ^ He made hafte to terminate the 
}r;£ e d.' ir ^ ar » but however took no falfe meafures through 

impatience, and gave the enemy no room to take 
advantages. Since Jugurtha’s laft furprize, he did 
not fuffer his troops to ftraggle. When it was 

neceflary 
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neceflary to bring in forage or provifions, thofe 
who were fent for them, were always fupported by nt ’ ,I0J 
a good body of infantry with all the cavalry. He 
had divided his forces: he commanded one part 
of them himfelf, and gave the other to Marius: 

Thus there were always two bodies of troops, at 
a fmall diftance from each other. They joined, 
when it was neceflary to give battle; but without 
that, they kept different routes, in order to carry 
terror and defolation into a greater extent of coun¬ 
try. For the reft, they burnt every thing in the 
country, and fcarce gave themfelves the trouble to 
plunder it. 

Jugurtha followed the Romans upon the hills, Jugurtha. 
and fought times and places for attacking them^/ ;// "^ ; 
with advantage. He laid wafte the country, 
wherever he forefaw the enemy were to pafs. He 
burnt the forage, and fpoiled the water of the 
fprings, which are very rare in thefe regions. He 
fometimes incommoded Metellus, and fometimes 
Marius. He charged their rear-guards from time 
to time, and immediately after regained his hills. 

He made feints of fometimes attacking one body, 
and then the other. Thus, without hazarding a 
battle in form, he kept them in continual alarm, 
inceffantly harraffing them, and breaking all their 
•meafures. 

The Conful finding himfelf fatigued by the Mete!hi: 
ftratagemsof theNumidian, was obliged to think 
of coming again to a battle. But Jugurtha in- ” 
duftrioufly avoided it. To force him to it, Me¬ 
tellus refolved to attack Zama, a very ftrong place, 
fituated in the weftern part of Numidia; con¬ 
ceiving, that Jugurtha would at any rate prevent 
the taking of fo important a place, which might 
bring on an aftion. That Prince, having dif- 
covered the Conful’s defign by deferters, marched 
with lb much diligence, that he was there before 

M 2 him. 
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him. He went to Zama to exhort the inhabitants 
I09 'to make a good defence; and to reinforce their 
garrifon, he left them all the Roman deferters in 
his army, entirely relying on their fidelity, be- 
caufe they could expedi no quarter from Metellus. 
Befides this, he promifed the people of that great 
city, that, at the proper time, he would not fail to 
come to their aid with powerful forces. 

After having thus given his orders, he retired 
into places out of the common way, watching the 
motions of the enemy. He was informed, that 
Marius was detatched from the grofs of the army 
with fome cohorts to fetch in corn, and convoy it 
to the camp. He fell fuddenly upon him. But 
the valour of the Roman troops, and good con- 
dud of their commander, prevented confufion; 
and ! Jugurtha miffed his aim. 

Marius arrived before Zamah. It was a city fi~ 
tuated in a plain, lefs fortified by nature than art, 
but well furniftied with all things neceffary for fuf- 
tainin^a fiege. Metellus inverted it, and having 
ported each of his Lieutenant Generals, he affaulted 
the place. The Roman army, according to cuf- 
tom, began by raifing great cries on a {udden, and 
on ali 'fides. The Numidians were not daunted by 
them. They feemed prepared to make a good 
defence. The attack was begun. The Romans 
difcharged abundance of darts and flones. Some¬ 
times they endeavoured to fap the wall, and fome- 
times to fcale it. They were eager to join the 
enemy, and come to blows with them. The be- 
fieged, on their fide, fhowered great pieces of 
ftone, beams,- javelins, and melted pitch mixed 
with fulphur upon them. Such of the Romans, 
who kept at a diftance through fear, were not fafe 
from wounds. Darts either difcharged with 
the hand, or by machines of war, reached them 

every 
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every where. ( a ) Thus the cowardly lhared the^^R- 6+3* 
danger with the mod valiant, but not the glory. n ’ ' ‘ ° 9 ' 

Whilft they were fighting in this manner around j U gu r tba 
the walls of the city, Jugurtha well attended cam cattach (be 
fuddenly on to attack the Roman camp, where Ro/n ™ 
nothing was lefs expe&ed, and having pufhed the f ^* 
guard he forced the gates. The troops were foon 
in diforder. Many were killed and wounded. 

The greateft part fled. Metellus, who was af- 
faulting the place with ardour, hearing the noife 
of fighting behind him, immediately faced about, 
and faw the troops flying towards him. He in- 
ftantly detatchrd all the cavalry to the camp, and 
made Marius follow with part of the Latin infan¬ 
try. Jugurtha, on their approach, retired.. 

The next day, Metellus, before he gave a new 
affault to the place, ported all his Horle around 
the lines: he thence advanced to Zama. Jugur¬ 
tha returned to the charge. But as preparations 
had been made to give him. a good reception, his - 
attack did not interrupt the affault, which the Ro¬ 
mans were giving the place, who fought at the 
fame time on both fides with vigour. The be* 
fieged from the top of the walls faw all that paffed 
round the lines, and with anxiety watched the ad¬ 
vantages and difadvantages of Jugurtha. Marius, 
who remarked this from the fide where he com¬ 
manded, defiring entirely to turn their attention to 
the object upon which it already was partly fixed, 
for fome time abated the efforts of his foldiers, as 
if defpairing of fuccefs. Then on a fudden he 
caufed the ladders to be planted, and attacked the 
walls with more vigour than ever. The Romans 
had almoft carried the parapet, when the inhabi¬ 
tants poured a ftorm of ftones, fire, and darts 
upon them. This was not all. Some of the lad- 

(a) Parique periculo, fed fama impari* boni atque ignavi 
mnt. 

M 3 ders 
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Aat R c j- ; *^ ers being broke, thofe who were on them were 

*‘da(hed to pieces in their fall, and the reft got oft 
as well as they could, moft of them wounded. 
Night put an end to this affault, and alfo obliged 
Jugurtha to retire. 


The Ccnjul 


Metcllus confidering, 





that the fummer drew 
nifts the towards an end; that the city feemed ftill in a 
' e '° e C S condition to defend itfelf a great while; and that 

Jugurtha fought only by ikirmifhes and ambuf- 
cades 5 refolved to raife the fiege. He put gar- 
rifons into the cities, that had revolted from the 
King; after which he went into winter quarters 

in the Roman province, upon the frontier of Nu- 
inidia. 

He did not devote this interval to idlenefs and 


Duri k? lb* 


** l * ter be pleafures, as other Generals often did : and keep- 

ing Jugurtha always in view, he formed new de- 


t'j br-v.7 


nnfijer.ts would have been highly praife-worthy, if he had 
: r , employed only honourable methods. But we 


atr tr ( figns for effectually putting an end to the war. He 

/■* i 

£3 

* 

cr 

have feen, that he was not fcrupulous in that point. 
Every means for fucceeding was juft to him. He 
therefore propofed to furprize an enemy, he could 
not reduce by force *, and in order to that, to 
bring over thofe, in whom he placed moft confi¬ 
dence, and to engage them to betray him. Bo- 
milcar, who was the intimate confident of the 
King, feemed to Metelius more capable of ferving 
him in his defign, than any other. He caufed 
propofals to be made to him : he had even a fecret 
interview with him : and as that Numidian had 
actually incurred the juftice of Rome, been pro- 
fecuted as a criminal, as we have laid above, for 
the murther of Mafliva, and had efcaped by 
flight, the Conful promifed him, that if he would 
deliver up Jugurtha alive or dead, the -Senate 
would not only pardon his crime, but affure to him 
the poffuTion of his whole eftate. Bomilcar fuf- 

7 fered 
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fered himfelf to be eafily perfuaded; whether his W 
genius was naturally inclined to perfidy, or that 
he feared on the concluding of a peace, his pu- 
nifhment would be one of the conditions. 

He therefore did not let flip;the firft occafion 
that offered, One day perceiving Jugurtha anx- 
ious about the prefent ft ate of his affairs, he ac- (or j enti ' tQ 
cofted him, and with tears in his eyes conjured furrender 
him, ct to take pity on himfelf, his children and"' di f re - 

the whole Numidian nation, who had ferved^^/^ 
“ him fo well. He reprefented to him, that the 
tc events of all their battles had been fatal to 
“ them; that the country was laid wafte; that 
“ great numbers had been killed and taken pri- 
“ foners ; and that the whole kingdom was either 
cc impoverifhed or ruined. That he had made 
“ fufficient proof of the valour of his people, and 
“ fufficiently tried fortune. That in a word, it 
tc was to be feared, whilft he was deliberating, 

a that theNumidians would chufe for themfelves, 

“ and make an accommodation.” 

Jugurtha hefitated no longer. He difpatched 
Deputies to declare, that the King made an en¬ 
tire fubmiffion, and refigned without condition, 
both himfelf and his kingdom to the faith and 
difcretion of Metellus. The Conful immediately 
alfembled all the perfons of the order of the Se¬ 
nators, who were then with him : and in the coun¬ 
cil, which he held according to cuftom, with 
them, and feme others, wfiofe prefence he thought 
proper at this deliberation, it was decreed, that 
Jugurtha fhould pay two hundred thoufand pounds 
weight of filver, about five hundred thoufand 
pounds fterling ; that he fhould deliver up all his 
elephants, with a certain quantity of arms and 
horfes.- When this was executed, Metellus again 
ordered him to fend him all the deferters in chains. 

M<?ft of them were aftually delivered up: the 

M 4 reft. 
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Aatx.^09. re ^ 5 2ft°°n as they were informed, that Jugur- 

tha intended to furrender himfeif, had efcaped to 
King Bocchus in Mauritania. They had done 
wifely. For Metellus rofe upon the rigour ufually 
exercifed againft deferters by the Romans. Many 
of them, as Appian tells us, he caufed to be fixed 
in the ground to their middles, and in that condi¬ 
tion to ferve as marks for arrows and darts, and 
then to have fires made around them, whilft they 
were ftill alive. 


Though When Jugurtha had been derpived in this man- 
deprived ner 0 f money, men, and arms, the conful fent to 

him, to come in perfon and receive the orders* 
ref*™ which were to be given him. At that moment* 
<ir«. all the horror of his palled crimes prefenting itfelf 

to his imagination, he began to fear, that the Ra¬ 
mans would inflidt the punilhment upon him he 
deferved. Full of thefe fad thoughts, he was 
feized with terrible agitations and confufion of 
mind. There was no retreat from the diftrefs to 
which he faw himfeif reduced. To refume arms 
after all the blows he had fuftained, and in the 
defencelefs condition he was in, feemed of all 
things the lead pFa&icable. The thoughts alone 
of the wretched ftate into which he was about to 
fall, from the throne into flavery, made him 
tremble. After having paft fome days in thefe 
cruel uncertainties, he at length determined to re¬ 
new the war. 


A. R. 644. 
Ani.C, xoS, 


Servius Sulpicius Galba. 

• s 

M. Aurelius Scaurus. 


Metilius is 
e*r.tuj*id 
in tot asm 
mend. 


Metellus was continued in the command of 
the army ofNumidia with the character of pro- 
conful. 


Jugurtha 
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Jugurtha prepared for war with great attention, 
without lofing a moment’s time. He aflembled Jugurtha 
his troops; endeavoured, either by hope or fear, prepares 
to bring back the places, which had quitted his/ or rwar ' 
party, to their duty •, put thofe which had not re¬ 
volted into a condition of defence *, caufed the old 
arms to be mended, and new to be bought * folli- 
cited the (laves of the Romans, and even the fol- 


diers, with money *, and fpared nothing that could 
conduce to a good defence. 

We have faid, that Metellus, in the beginning 
of the preceding campaign, put a garrifon into 
Vacca. The principal inhabitants, at the King’s [acre the 
earned requeft, and befides having always been Roman 
well difpofed in regard to him, formed a confpi-^'^* 
racy againft the Romans. It broke out upon the 
day of a folemn feftival, when all the city were 
making merry, and the burghers had invited all 
the officers of the garrifon to entertainments. 

The mafiacre was genera!. Ml the Roman offi¬ 
cers and foldiers in the place were butchered. Only 
Turpilius, the governour of the city, found means 
to efcape. 

The news of this maffacre extremely affii&ed This city is 
Metellus. He fet out at fun-fet with the legion pt to fire 

that was with him in winter-quarters, and all his 
Numidian cavalry. The defire of revenging fo ^ 
cruel a treachery, and the hopes of plunder, made 
them fupport the fatigue of a forced march with 
great fpirit. They arrived about three in the 
morning before the city, which expe&ed nothing 
fo little. The punilhment in a manner trod upon 
the heels of the crime. Every thing was put to 
fire and fword. The place, which was very rich, 
was abandoned to the foldiers. Turpilius was then 
cited before the council of war, as fufpefted of 
treafon, and holding intelligence with the inhabi¬ 
tant^ of Vacca, who had fpared him. The cafe 
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a.r. 644-was not in his favour: and he defended himfelf 
AmX ’ IC *’ill. Accordingly, though he was the particular 

friend of Metelius, who did his utmoft to fave 
him, he was condemned to be whipt with rods, 
and to lofe his head. 

It was on this occafion, that the mifunderftand- 
ing between Marius and Metelius broke out. Ma¬ 
rius was violent for the condemnation of Turpi- 
hus, only becaufe the General protected him. And 
fome time after, the innocence of that unfortunate 
officer appearing, when every body declared the 
fhare they had in the Proconful’s grief,' Marius 
took a malicious pleafure in infulting him, and 
bcafting of having drawn the wrath of the gods, 
avengers of the violated rights of hofpitality, upon 
the hJad of Metelius. 


Or*;* of The * origin of this enmity was of a prior 
the ruw'jdate. Marius, who was confcious of his fuperior 

merit, with which he united unbounded ambition, 
ad Afr- when Metelius had chofe him one of his Lieute- 


ulhs. nant-Gtnerals, did not confider himfelf as obliged 

to the Conful for an important employment, but 

by fortune on a great theatre, where his 
ight fhine forth, and raife him to what¬ 
ever was higheft: and inftead of labouring like 
the other officers for the General’s glory, he took 
no pains but for his own; endeavouring to ac¬ 
quire efteem, and to turn the eyes of the army 
upon himfelf, in order thereby to raife himfelf to 
the Confulffiip, which was the height of his willies. 

I believe it will not be dilagreeable to the reader, 
rflhtnus, if a f cer Pl u tarch, I give in this place a brief ac¬ 
count of the fir ft years, and rife of a man, who is 
going to have a great and illuftrious part in our 
hiftory, and is equally famous for his virtues and 
vices, for proiperity and adverfity. 


as placed 
talents m 


* 7bis account of the h?ginning! of Marius s is (ht editors, 

Marius 
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Marius was, as every body knows, a foldier of A - R - 
fortune, born * of very indigent and obfcure pa 
rents. The place of his birth was Arpinum, or 
fome village in the territory of that city. He 
paffes in hiftory for a native of Arpinum; and 
Cicero, who was of the fame town, in more than 
one place, takes great honour to himfelf from fuch 
a countryman, and boafts the glory of his native 
city, which had given two deliverers to the Com-£ ,c \!* e 
monwealth, Marius and himfelf. n ‘ * 

The education of Marius fuited the fortune of His educa - 
his parents. They worked for their living, as \\ttionand 
alfo (a) did, during the firft years of his youth, ^ araQir * 
a day labourer in hufbandry. It is eafy to judge 
from thence, that he had no tinfture of the Greek 
letters: and afterwards, when he was fettled at 
Rome, he affected to defpife what he did not un- 
derftand. Engrofled by the ambition of power, 
he even thought it ridiculous to ftudy the arts and 
fciences of a people, who were aftually in fubjec- 
tion to a foreign yoke. He had, however, fays 
Plutarch, great need to facrifice to the Grecian 
graces and mufes: and if he had learnt by the ftu¬ 
dy of philofophy and the polite arts, to (often the 
ferocity of his chara&er, and to moderate his paf- 
fions, he would not have di(honoured the moft 
glorious military exploits, and the moft important 
fervices rendered his country, by perpetrating cru¬ 
elties and barbarities, that give horror only to hear 
him named. But even in the moft fhining and 
moft glorious times of his life, a kind of rufticity 
and ferocity was always remarkable in him. He 

* Vdlius is the only one I with himfelf ; for elfhere 
know, that makes Marins de- ( 1 . ii. c. 128.) be gives him an 
ftended t from Roman Knights (I. obfcure and unknown origin, 
li. C. 2 2.) Nor d.es he agree 

(a) Alpinus alias Volfcorum in monte folebat 

Poicere mercedes, alieno laffus aratro. Juv. Sat. 8. 

had 
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had all the good as well as all the bad of a ruftick 
education. His manners were always rude and 
grofs: but he (a) was fober, auftere, inured to 
labour and fatigue, defpifmg riches and pleafures, 
and only greedy of glory. As to the probity af- 
cribed to him by Salluft, he could only have de¬ 
fended that praife by the regularity of his man¬ 
ners. For he never knew either integrity, finceri- 
ty, or gratitude, when the purfuit of his views 
were in queftion. He was a man that had but 
one pallion, the defire of aggrandizing himfelf, to 
which he never made any fcruple to facrifice every 
thing. 

It was this ambition that made him quit the 
plow, to take up the profeffion of arms, by which 
he was in hopes of raifing himfelf. He had the 
'good-fortune to be formed by a great mafter. He 
'made his firft campaigns at the fiege of Numan- 
tia, under Scipio Africanus. That great man, 
who fpared no pains to know his foldiers, and had 
the greateft penetration with the moft unerring 
judgment, diftinguifhed young Marius from the 
reft. He obferved, that he gave more readily 
than any one into all the reformations he made in 
his camp, and the re-eftablilhment of difcipline. 
He was a witnefs of his bravery on an occafion, 
wherein Marius killed an enemy in his fight. In 
confequence he attached him to himfelf by praifes 
and honourable rewards: and it is even faid, that 
Scipio being one day at fupper with . feveral offi¬ 
cers, the difcourfe happening to turn upon Gene¬ 
rals, one of the company, either to make his court 
to him, or in Ample fincerity, afked him, who 
was the perfon capable of fucceeding him ? Sci¬ 
pio, ftriking Marius foftly on the ftioulder, faid, 


{a) Induftria probitas 
animus* lubidinis & divitiaruj 


victor, tantummodo glorias a- 
vidus. Salluji , 


Perhaps 
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Perhaps this will be the man . If this faft be true, ^ 

it undoubtedly proves, as Plutarch obferves, a great u ‘ 10 * 
fuperiority of genius, both in him, who fo early 
appeared fo great, and in the perfon who from the 
firft beginning judged fo well of the future. The 
hiftorian adds, that this faying'of Scipio’s was 
catched up by Marius as an oracle, which exalted 
his courage, and emboldened him to enter the path 
that led to honours and offices. 

He was at firft Tribune of the foldiers: 

Salluft (a) obfi^V-es, that when he was chofen into “ftllfd- 
that office by the people, his aftions alone toWi- tiers. 

cited in his favour. For he had appeared much 
more in camps and armies, than in the Forum ; 
and moft of thofe, who voted for him, did not fo 
much as know him by fight. 

He afterwards became tribune of the People And after- 
the 633d year of Rome, not without having be-^ r ^ 
fore experienced a refufal, according to Valerius^"”' °{ 

Maximus, who even fays, that he had received Max! 

the fame affront in his little town of Arpinum,vi. 9. 
where he could not obtain any municipal office. 

But nothing was capable of difconcerting him; 
and the confcioufnefs of his own merit, joined 
with his ambition, fupported him againft all the 
events that were moft capable of difeouraging him; 

He was affifted in obtaining the office of Tribune, 
by the credit of one Metellus, to whofe houfe 
himfelf and his forefathers had been attached many 
years. 

Salluft ( b ) fays, that in all the inferior offices, 


(a) Stipendiis fatiupdis, non 
Graca facundia, neque urba- 
nis munditiis fefe exercuit— 
Ergo ubi primum Tribunatum 
militarem a populo petit, ple- 
rifque faciem ejus ignoranti- 

bus, facile (or rather faclis) 

8 


notus per omnis .tribus deda- 
ratur. 

(£) Semper in poteftatibus 
eo modo agitabat, ut ampli- 
ore quam gerebat dignus ha- 
beretur. 


through 
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a. r. 644.through which Marius palled, he afted fo, as to 
AntC ‘ IoS 'lhew himfelf worthy of the greateft. This he 

particularly confirmed in his Tribunefhip, in 
which he acted with a dignity, conftancy, and 
loftinefs above his prefent condition and fortune. 
His great exploits afterwards, and mod fplendid 
profperity, could Icarce have inspired him with a 
more noble pride. 

Hepafei a He propofed a law, which indituted a new pre- 
1 °*?* not ' caution againft cabals in the affemblies of the 

People, and in the manner of giving fuffrages. 
fofition o/This law difpleafed the Senators, whole credit it 
tU *Sf/w//.feemed to abridge *, and the Conful Cotta paffed a 

decree in the Senate, for citing Marius to give rea- 
fons for his conduct. He obeyed, and appeared 
before that augud affembly, not as a fubaltern, 
that was to juftify himfelf before fuperiors, but as 
a mader, that gives the law ; and declared to the 
Conful, that, if the decree which had juft paffed, 
were not cancelled, he would commit' him to 
prifon. They were not much terrified by that 
menace, and Metellus, who gave his opinion firft, 
leconded the Conful. Upon that Marius made 
his Serjeant enter, and ordered him to feize Me¬ 
tellus, and carry him to prifon. Metellus im¬ 
plored the aid of the other Tribunes, but ineffec¬ 
tually. The Senate was obliged to give way, and 
the law paffed. This vigorous aftion did the 
Tribune great honour: and the People confidered 
him as a defender, ready to efpoufe their party on 
ail occafions againft the Senate. They were miff 
taken •, and had foon proof of it. 

One of his Collegues brought on a law for diff 


Be 

vcnti a 

large/:, 

^f^laft, prevented the law from being paffed. 

°leguej this conduft he made himfelf equally efteemed 

fsr g;<zy*£ by both parties, as not Peeking to pleafe either the 
tht fiz/u. one 


tributions of corn to the citizens. Marius rofe up 
againft this largefs, and continuing firm to the 

By 
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one or the other, and having the publick good A * R - 6 h- 

z' t 1 • • C« ioS« 

lolely in view. 

After the Tribunefhip, he flood for Curul tHelofa 
iEdiie. But, as {a) Valerius Maximus obferves, bis e/e a 10a 

ft « 

he could only make his way into the Senate by'^'f m 
dint of fuffering many repulfes. The adventure 3 ” 1 ' a '*' 
is fingular, and without example* When he faw 
he was upon the point of lofing the Curule .ZEdiie- 
fhip, he renounced it through neceflity. But the 
fame day the Plebeian TEdiles were elected. He 
offered himfelf for this fecond charge inferior to 
the other: and was again rejedted. Thus he was 
the only Roman, that had ever experienced two 
repulfes in one day. He however loft nothing of 
•his haughtinefs or hopes, and foon after flood for 
the Prsetorfhip. 

He was not rejected; but was very near i t.Hehtha- 

For of the fix Praetors, which were elefted, he ? rat}r 

was the lafl chofen, and not without great diffi-T^'^* 

culty, He was prefently after accufed of cabal-*’,//, 

ling. I have fpoke above of Caffius Sobaco, who cufed of 

was noted by the Cenfors on this occafion. As to c * nv '$ n Z' 

• _ 

Marius, he fupported the hazards of a trial with 
his ufual loftinefs. The accufers having demand¬ 
ed, that Herennius fhould be heard as a witnefs, 
the latter pretended, that he ought to be difpenced 
with, as Marius and his relations were his clients. 

It was the interefl of the accufed to fuffer the 
thing to pafs in this manner without noife*, and 
to fpare himfelf a witnefs againft him. But That 
his pride could not admit. He rofe up, and de¬ 
clared, he was not any perfon’s client, from the 
moment he had been a magiftrate. This howe¬ 
ver, as Plutarch remarks, was not flriftly true. 


(«) Patientia repulfarum irrupit magis in Curbm quam vcnit. 
VaL Max. vi. 9. 


For 
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Ante, F° r only the curule officers difeharged clients 

‘from their dependence upon their patrons. Now 
Marius had'not yet filled a Curule chair. How¬ 
ever it were, the affair at firft went very much 


againff him. But at laft, the judges being divided 
in their fuffrages, he thereby efcaped condemnati¬ 
on, and continued in poffeffion of the Prae¬ 
tor ffiip. 

He exercifed it the 637th year of Rome with 
no great reputation. The next year he was fent 
into Hifpania ulterior, where he chafed feme troops 
of robbers. 


At his return to Rome, as he had neither 


riches nor eloquence, he wanted the two advan¬ 
tages, which at that rime attrafted moft confide- 
ration. However, the virtues of ancient times, 


wliich were feen to Chine out in him, a lofty foul, 
a courage fuperiour to all fatigue and danger, a 
perfect Simplicity in his way of living, and, in a 
word, his feverity of manners, did not fail to 
make him honoured. He married at this time, 
and made a good alliance, his wife being Julia, 
who was Csefaris Aunt •, and this was the firlt en¬ 


Hii forti - 
tudtin 



gagement that brought Csefar into the popular 
fadtion. 

Plutarch gives us here a remarkable inftance of 
Marius’s courage in fuffering pain. He had 
fwolien veins (varices) which disfigured his legs, 
and refolved to have them cut. In confequence 
he had one of them treated by a furgeon, whom 
he would not permit to tie him, and fuffered the 


operation without moving, or crying out in the 
leaft, with a calm countenance and profound fi- 


lence. The pain was however cruel, (fonie fay it 


was fearing with hot irons) and he would not 
fuffer the furgeon to operate upon the other leg, 
fayiDg, that the cure was not worth the pain. 

‘Thus, 



Sulpicius, Aurelius, Confuls.’ 


■ m 


Thus, fays (a) Cicero, he bore pain like a man ^ 64 |‘ 
of courage*, but thought it was not confident with n1, ,xo * 
human nature to fuffer it unneceffarily out of 
choice. 

Marius had paffed five years fince his Prsetor- 
fhip, without making any new advances towards 
fortune. ■ The quedion with him now was to at¬ 
tain the Confuifhip. But the Nobility barred the 
entrance to it againft new men. They fometimes 
permitted them to fhare in the other offices : but 
they referved this fupreme dignity to themfelves, 
which they would have thought difgraced, if it had 
fallen into the hands of a man of mean birth. 
Metellus, againd his intention, fupplied Marius^^ 
with the means of forcing this barrier, by making c y u j es him 
him his Lieutenant-General in the army of Numi-^w Lieu- 
dia. This was putting him into his own element \ t€nant 
and in this employment he behaved in the mod pro- n ^J) on , 
per manner to deferve univerfal edeem and admi ~dua in 
ration. No labour or danger, though ever fo thatOjf.cc 
great, were capable of difmaying him; nor any 
ufeful fun&ion, fo low and minute, as to be did 
dained by him. He took place of all his own 
rank by prudence, and fuperiority of views, and 
for fimplicity in eating and drinking, and patience 
in fatigues, vyed with the meaned of the fod 
diers: and thereby he made himfelf extremely 
beloved. For, fays (b) Plutarch, nothing con¬ 
fides thofe, who are obliged to undergo great fa- 


[a) Ita & tulit dolorem, ut 
vir: & ut homo mnjoreni fer- 
re fine eaufa ncceflaria noluit. 

Tu/c. Qu'rfi. ii. 53 

[b) flit yy-% toixs t« 
mzfjctuv IkoLtu wagafAvh# to airy- 

O'jKih y&? 

crvxt-y.v tyv ccyayxr,v V/'irw oe 

r , (S' ' V ' 

p upcuu rcxriw rjj f-x- 

T r,y^ 

VOL, 


Vi t vj.' £ * X.v\,<iV 


rov 1 ? hr) 

tVTtXaj, y, TT-pl raopjiotv t»p* 

t 'ey# awitya.7rr(ju.i\&-' 

1 ' 1) \ •- % \ ***' 

a yap ara ra<; 7 r.<; r jjxjjs t«v 
XfnpxTuv pttTa^.dorta;, w? T« 
7T3i& Kj fcndVvy pfcfc1aJ\au.oay&yTa? 
r.yiuoizq QuvpxQiaw , 

~ 1 *v fs ^ 

pca?v?.cv ccyanua i Tuv ’ -,v 

z~”f: 7 :ji 7 yi ra; a\/[Air&tw i§t- 
?. r A rx;. 

N turtles. 




Sulpicius, Aurelius, Confuls, 


A.R 644. d^ues, like feeing others fhare voluntaryin them, 
AnuC.ios.y—$ ; n ;ome meafure removes their neceffity and 

conftraint. Accordingly the moft agreeable of all 
fights to the Roman foldiers, was a General eating 
brown bread with them, lying upon leaves, and 
lending a hand in opening a trench, or fixing the 
palifadcs. They did not efteem the commanders 
lb much, who ftiared glory and riches, as thofe 
who condefcended to ihare in fatigues, with them : 
and to fliare in labours with them was a more cer¬ 
tain means to gain their affedtion, than to fuffer 
them to be idle. Such was the condudt of Ma¬ 
rius : and this method of attaining the Confulfhip 
had undoubtedly been highly laudable, if he had 
not added dark contrivances, bad practices, and 
at length declared enmity againft a General, of 
the greateft merit and virtue, and one to whom he 
had obligations. 

Mctellus indeed did give him fome caufe of 
complaint. That general had excellent qualities: 
but he was [a) proud, haughty, and contemptu¬ 
ous •, a fault very common to the Nobility. 

Mitt!!** When Marius therefore afked to be difmified 
rtfujhbin the fervice, and permiffion to go to Rome, to 
perir.ijji:r. ft an( j f or the Confulffiip, Metellus feemed amazed 

t R-L t °ti at P r0 P°^ a ^ ^ at foniething extraordinary, 
pljf* and adviled him as a friend, “ not to imbark in 

the Cor.- “ fo ftrange an enterprjze, and form defigns 
juljbr r cc above his condition. He told him that it did 

“ not fuit every body to afpire at the firft offices: 
“ that he ought to be fufficiently fat'isfied with 
<c his fortune: and laftly, that it would argue 
“ prudence in him not to demand that of the 
41 People, which would draw upon him the fhame 
“ of a juft repulfe. That for the reft, he would 


(*} Inenr contemptor animus, & fuperbia, commune Is obi- 
litatis malum. Sclhjt. 

“ difcharge 
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u difcharge him, as foon as the publick affairs^^ 6 ^ 
u would admit.” As he found himfelf extremely 
perplexed by Marius, who afterwards repeated 
the fame defrmnd, he anfwered him with infult, 
u That he fhould not be in fucli hafte to fet out 
u for Rome': That it would be time enough for 
“ him to afk the ConfuKhip, when his own fon 
“ fhould -do fo.” This young Metellus, who 
then ferved under his father, was only twenty 
years old ; and a perfon could not be Conful till 
forty-three. 

So declared a contempt only ferved to increaf hMarius 
the ftrong defire Marius had to attain the Conful-*/^/" 
lb ip, and to exafperatc him againft his General. 

He (a) harkened from thenceforth to nothing but 
his refentment and ambition, evil and dangerous 
counfellors. His foie care in the winter-quarters, 
where he commanded, was to gain the foldiery, 
by abating in the feverity of the difcipline, and 
treating them with more than common indulgence. 
Befides which, as there were a great number of 
Roman-merchants at Utica, he never ceafed de¬ 
crying Metellus to them, as a man of greater 
ftew than merit; whofe pride was infupportable, 
and who exprefsly fpun out the war, to have the 
pleafure of commanding the longer. That as for 
himfelf, with half the troops Metellus had, he 
could eafily take Jugurtha in a few days, and 
bring him bound hand and foot to Rome. This 
difcourfe made the greater impreffion upon thefe 
merchants, as they were very weary of a war, 
that ruined their trade. Thus all, as well fol- 
diers as merchants, in hopes of feeing the'war 
foon terminated under another General, in their 
letters to their friends at Rome, made great com¬ 
plaints of Metellus, and highly extolled the merit 
of Marius. 

( t ?) Itacupidine atqueit*, pell m s confultoribu?, graflari. 
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Factious perfons make ufe of every aid. Ma • 
rius gained even a Numidian Prince, named 
Gauda, to his incerefts; he was Mafmiffa’s grand- 
fon by Manaftabal. He allured him by the hopes 
of the kingdom of Numidia, which could not fail 
of being his, as foon as Jugurtha Ihould be 
killed, or taken. The fpirit of that Prince was 
damped by great and continual ficknefs. Befides 
which, he was diffatisfied with Metellus, who 


had rcfufed his fervices upon feveral chimerical 


and ridiculous pretences. Gauda, in effe&, was 
eafily perfwaded by Marius, and joined thofe 
who foilicited the Confulfhip for him. 

In the mean time Jugurtha found himfelf in 


danger of being deftroyed by the artifices of the 
C y air ^u - Roman General, and the treachery of fome of the 
'T.Crtud. principal perfons of his court. We have faid be- 
H: u *ut fore that Bomilcar, brought over by Metellus, had 


a d.z.c. advifcd that Prince to furrender to the Romans, 


Jugurtha having only followed that counfel in 
part, and ftopt juft when it was to be put in final 
execution, conceived a diftruft of the perfon, who 
had given it him. Bomilcar difcerned this * and 
to prevent the revenge of a violent Prince, who 
fpared nobody, was refolved to compleat his work, 
and to fave his own life by killing his matter. He 
brought a Numidian Lord into his d.efign, who 
was highly confidered by his country, on account 
of his birth, employments and riches, and in great 
efteem with the King. Unhappily for them the 
confpiracy was difcovered : It coft Bomilcar his 
life ; the juft reward of his perfidy. 

Extrmi But the alarm, which a confpiracy, formed by 
anxiety '/the deareft and mod intimate of his confidents, 
Jugun-a. g ave Juguj-tha, affected him fo much, that he had 

no longer a moment’s tranquillity. He thought 
himfelf lafe no where. The night, the day, the 
citizen, the ftranger, all made him tremble. He 


never 
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never (lept but by ftealth, frequently changing his ***• 
apartment and bed, without regard to the decorum 
of his rank. Sometimes Parting up, he would 
feize his arms and raife great cries, fo much had 
fear got the better of his reafon. 

When Metellus knew, by the report of tie- Met elks 
ferters, that the confpiracy had been difcovered,^ ; ^ / ‘ 2 '' 
and Bomilcar put to death, he prepared to renew 
the war. Marius continually demanded to be 
difmiffed. As he could not hope much fcrvice 
from a man, who believed himfelf injured, and 
was difagreeaBle to him, he at length permitted 
him to retire. 


Marius was received at Rome by the People ^Unu$ is 
with great marks of efteem and affeftion. What^'^j ^ 
had been wrote thither from Africa, had rna 
great imprefiion in his favour. The high birth wit/j the 
of Metellus, which had before acquired him re--™*'* a - 
fpett, ierved no longer but to excite enmity a 
gainft him ; and, on the contrary, the obfeurity* 7 ’* 
of Marius’s extraftion recommended him to the 


People, who thought themfelves defpifea in the 
contempt expreffed for that new man % as the No¬ 
bility termed him. The Tribunes, on their fide, 
laboured inceflantly to animate the People, and ne¬ 
ver harangued, without giving Marius the great- 
eft praifes, and loading Metellus with reproaches. 
For the reft, it was not by the good or bad quali¬ 
ties of either the one or the other, that the affair 


was determined: cabal, and the fpiric of party, 
were the foie motives in it. 


The credit of the Nobility was very much 
funk, fince many of them had been condemned, 
as we have feen, for the crimes of peculation and 
extortion, and the power of the People much 
augmented. This appeared fully in the eleftion 
of Confuls. The People declared openly for Ma- 
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rius, and, what had not happened for many 
years *, a new man was elected into this Office. 
L. CafTius Longinus was given him for Collegue. 
This was not all: at the requeft of one of the 
Tribunes, the command of the army of Numidia, 
which had been continued by the Senate to Me- 
tehus, was conferred by the People upon Marius. 

We now fee the new Conful fatisfied and tri¬ 
umphant : but he attained all this greatnefs folely 
at the expence of pr:bity and gratitude. It will 
not perhaps be difagreeable to give Cicero’s opi¬ 
nion of fuch a conduct a place here. He begins 
with a brief account of the intrigues and artifices, 

O 7 

ufed by Marius to diferedit Metellus; and then 
adds: u He (a) was at length defied Conful ; 
“ but he departed from the Rules of honour and 
<c judice in calumniating an excellent and illudri- 
cc ous citizen, who had made him his Lieutenant 
“ General. Can we, fays he, after this confider 
u him as as honed man? Can an honed man, 
cc from the motive of intered, lye, calumniate, 
cc deceive, and defraud others of their right ? Cer- 
u tainly, No. Is there upon earth any advan- 
u tage, however defirable it may appear, for. 
ct which it is allowable to facrifice the name and 


* T Pomftius is believed 
to have beer, -.be Id ft neve min, 
<zuu<} attained the Confuljoip, 
four ani thirty years before. 

(<7) FcQus eft ille quidem 
Conjj!, led a fide juftitiaque 
difcenit, qui optimum S: gra- 
vifiimum civem, cujus legatus 
taera:, in invidiam failo cri- 
niine adduxerit. PofTumufne 
Marium virum bonum jjdi- 
c'are?—Cadit er^o in virum 

O 

bonum, meotiri eraolumcnti 
luicau-a, criminaii prsripere, 
f-llere ? Ntail profcctc minus. 


EH ergo ulla res tanti, aut 
commodum ullum tarn expe* 
tendum, ut viri boni k fplen- 
doremS: nomcn amittas. Quid 
efi quod aiferre tantum udli- 
tas ilia, quse dicitur, poffit, 
quantum auferre, fi boni viri 
nomen eripuerit, fidem jufli- 
tiamque detrax«rit?.Qu;denim 
intercil utrum ex homine fc 
quis conferat in belli) am an in 
hominis figura immanitatem 
gerat bellua? ? Cic. de Offic. 

iii. 79, 81, Sz. 


“ repute 
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u imagined utility compenlate the lots untamed 
“ by renouncing jullice and probity ? Is it not 
“ transforming one’s felf into a brute beaft, when 
“ under the form of a man are concealed the avi- 
“ dity and violence of a brute ?” Could the mod 
fevere cafuift exprefs himfelf with greater energy ? 

C. Marius. 

L. Cassius. 

Metellus did not yet know what had pa fled at 
Rome, and not doubting but that he fliouid be 
continued in the command in Numidia, he ap¬ 
plied to the war with vigour. 

Jugurtha having loft his friends, moftof whom Perpl.xity 
he had put to death himfelf, and had reduced th 
reft to take refuge either amongft the Romans, or^"* 
with Bocchus King of Mauritania, was in ftrange 
perplexity. He could not make war alone, and 
without officers. And having lately experienced 
the perfidy of his old fervants, how could he rely 
upon the fidelity of fuch as were but juft entered 
into his fervice ? Every thing was fufpicious to 
him. He changed his route and officers every 
day. Sometimes he feemed to intend to feek the 
enemy, and fometimes he retired into his folitudes. 

He often fled, and foon after exprefied impatience 
for coming to a battle. He relied neither upon 
the fidelity nor valour of his fubje&s. Wherever 
he turned his thoughts and defigns, he could fee 
nothing that was not fmifter. 

Whilft he was fluctuating in thefe uncertainties, Battle, in 
Metellus appeared on a Hidden with his army, which 7*- 
Jugprtha, in this furprize, drew up his troops \n^ r{1 ° a IS 
as good order as the little time he had would ad- ' 
mic. The battle began, and in the place, where 
the King was, there was fome refiftance. All the 

N 4 reft 
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thence he repaired to Thala, a great and rich city, 


eva ti. Ken 

by tbt 
Remans. 


a. r. 645. re ft gave way, and were routed, at the firft 
Abs.c.ic 7. c j iar ge^ The Romans remained mafters of the 

coJours and arms; but they took few prifoners, 
becaufe mod of the Numidians efcaped by flight. 
For, fays (5) Sailuft, that they know much better 
how to do, than to fight. 

lit retire1 After this defeat, Jugurtha again defpaired of 
u Tbaia, t h e fuccefs of his affairs. He fled to the deferts 
and quiti deferters, and part of his horfe. From 

jt Jeon r 

after. 

Thplace is where he kept moil of his treaiures, and his chil- 

dren were educated. Though, in order to arrive 
there, it was neceflary to crofs fifteen leagues of a 
fandy country without water, Metellus followed 
him thither, in hopes of terminating the war by 
the conqueft of that place, and caufed water to be 
carried thither in leathern bags. The fudden ar¬ 
rival of Metellus extremely furprized both Ju¬ 
gurtha and the inhabitants. That Prince, feeing 
that nothing was capable of flopping the Roman 
General, efcaped by night from Thala, carrying 
with him his children, and the greateft part of his 
treafures. The flight of the King did not pre¬ 
vent the city from making a good defence : it was 
very well fortified both by art and nature. The 
fiege continued forty days, at the end of which 
the Romans, after many fatigues and dangers, 
made themfelves mafters of the place. But they 
loft the whole plunder of it. The deferters, fee¬ 
ing that the rams had made a breach in the walls, 
and they had no refource left, carried the gold, 
fiiver, and every thing of mod value in the city, 
into the King’s palace. There, after filling them¬ 
felves with wine and good chear, they fet fire to 
the palace, and deftroyed themfelves with every 

(a) N-m ferine Nuraidas in omnibus praeliis magis pedes 

cuim ajT.a uuta funt. 

* 
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thing there m the flames; thereby condemning ^- r a 

. & . 1 1 1 °Ant.C. 107, 

themielves to a greater pumihment, than they 
could have apprehended from their enemies. 

Jugurtha, after the taking of Thala, feeing Juganha 
that nothing could withftand Metellus, removed, 
with few followers, through great defanrs into the u 
country of the Getuli, a favage and barbarous peo¬ 
ple, who did not fo much as know the name of 
Roman. He affembled them, accuftomed them 
by degrees to keep their ranks, follow enfigns, ex¬ 
ecute the orders of their commander, and in a 
word, to perform all the duties of war. 

On another fide, he fupported himfelf with th t faeces 
alliance of Bocchus. That Prince, at the begin- Bocchus to 
ning of the war, had fent Ambaffadors to Rome,^"''* a ~ 
to demand to be received into the alliance of the^^/^ 
Roman People. This was a confiderable advan¬ 
tage in refpeft to the war undertaken againft Ju- 

But the avarice of a fmalt number of 
Senators made this affair mifcarry; whether they 
were bribed by Jugurtha’s money, or were for 
making Bocchus buy the alliance of the Common¬ 
wealth, 
head. 

Mauritania againft the Romans, and made him the 


gurtha. 


For Salluft is not very explicit upon this 
This refufal had prejudiced the King of 


more ready to hearken to the Pollicitations of his 
kindred and friends, who gained by the Numidi- 
an, determined him to unite with him. Befides 
which, Jugurtha was his fon-in-law. But indeed, 
thefe alliances had no great weight with the Afri¬ 
can Princes, who had many wives. The two 
Kings agreed upon a place for joining their armies. 
They there gave each other their faith in form. 
Jugurtha animated Bocchus, by reprefenting to 
him: “ That the Romans were the moft unjuft 
“ people upon earth, of infatiable avarice, ene- 
u mies to all mankind, and in particular to all 
46 Kings. That as it was ambition alone, that 

“ made 
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a . f. 645 “ made them arm, they fucceflively attacked all 

Kings and States, now him (Jugurtha) hereto- 
u fore Perfeus and the Carthaginians, and as foon 
as poffible Bocchus himielf.” 

The two allied Kings marched together towards 
the city of Cirta, where Metellus had laid up his 
plunder, and kept his prifoners and the baggage 
of his army. Jugurtha judged that taking the 
city would be a great blow, or that, if the Ro¬ 
mans fhould come to its relief, there would be a 
battle, which he much defired. For his view was, 
by fome fignal action, to engage Bocchus on his 
f;de in fuch a manner, as fhould make it impofli- 
ble for him to recede. 

NctiHu! Metellus having received advice of the alliance 

junction of the two Kings, marched to in- 
/rf cim P near c he city of Cirta, and took care to in¬ 
trench himfelf well there. His defign was not 
immediately to offer Jugurtha battle, as it had 
been his cuftom before. He thought it neceffary 
to change his conduct, in order to know previ- 
oufly to all things what kind of enemies the new 
ones were, who had lately joined the others; af¬ 
ter which he would be more capable of taking his 
advantages in a battle. 

0 9/ Ic was here that he received the news, that 

MiuJuicr. Marius was appointed to fucceed him: he knew 

* * r before, that he had been chofen Conful. What- 



Mz- ever force of mind Metellus had in other refpe&s, 
rica i} to h e could not fupport this unforefeen ftroke, which 

made him fhed tears, and fay things little worthy 
of fo great a man. It was indeed a mortifying 
thing, to have an almoft certain victory, which he 
Had fo much advanced, torn out of his hands. 
But; what affected him moil, was that the ho¬ 
nour of it fhould be transferred to his enemy. 

For, had the command been taken from him to 
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be given to any one but Marius, he would have A * R * 6 4$. 
been much lefs fenfibly afflifted. 1 Ant * l07 ‘ 

The concern Metellus was under, prevented him tiisdep- 
from afting with his ufual vigour ; befides which ties hatue 
he thought it madnefs for him to forward an 
terprize at his own peril, of which another was to c bus. 
have all the advantage and glory. He contented 
himfdf with reprefenting to Bocchus by his envoys, 

That he fhould not make himfelf an enemy of 
u the Koman People without caufe: That he 
u had a fair occafion of making an alliance and 
“ amity with Rome, which were much prefer- 
u able to war for him. That, whatever confi- 


“ dence he might have in his forces, it was not 
“ prudent to hazard certainty for uncertainty. 
? c That it was eafy to engage in a war, but often 
“ highly difficult to extricate one’s felf out of it. 
tc That the entrance of it was open even to the 
“ molt cowardly, but to quit it depended only, on 
“ the viftor. That therefore he Ihould ma- 


5‘ turely confider what fuited him and his king- 
u dom \ and not compound his prefent flourifli- 
u ing fortune with the unhappy fate of Ju- 
“ gurtha.” 

Bocchus replied, That peace was his defire*, 
but that he pitied Jugurtha’s misfortunes; and 
that if Metellus thought fit to make his ally the 
fame offers as had been made to himfelf, all parties 
would foon come to an agreement. The General 
fent again to Bocchus, who approved fome of the 
propofals made to him, and rejected others. Thefe 
negotiations took up time, and prevented both 
from afling, as Metellus defired. 


SECT. 
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SECT III. 

Marius prefares every thing for his departure. He 
barrangues she People. He fets out from Rome , 
and arrives in Africa . Met elks is perfectly well 
received at Rome. The honour of a triumph is 
granted him. Upon an accufation of extortion, his 
judges refufe to examine the journal of his admini- 
jiration . Marius begins by forming, and inuring 
his troops for war. He befieges and takes Cap fa, 
a place of importance. He befieges a cafile, which 
was thought impregnable , and is almofl difcouraged 
by the difficulties he finds at it. A Ligurian climbs 
up the rocks , and gets to the top of the fort. He 
reafcnids it again with a fmall detachment given 
him ly Marius. ’The detachment enters the fort, 
and the place is taken. Sylla arrives in the camp. 
Birth and character of that famous Roman. Boc - 
chus joins Jugurtha with his troops. They attack 
Marius , and havefome advantages at fir ft. They 
are afterwards defeated and put to the rout. Ma¬ 
rius's care in marching. New battle , in which the 
Romans are again victorious. Bocchus fends De¬ 
puties to Marius , and then to Rome. Marius, on 
the vftances cf Bocchus , fends Sylla to him. After 
muchftufiliation , he delivers upjugurtha intoSylla’s 
bands. The latter afcribes the glory of this event 
to timfelf Marius's triumph: inferable end of 
Jugurtha. Detached Facts. Cenforfhip of 
Scaur us. The fon of Fabius Servilianus banijhed 

the city, and then put to death by his father, for 
his infamous condufi. The fin of Fabius Allobro - < 
gicus interdicted by the Praetor. Singular charac¬ 
ter of T. Albucius. His vanity. He is condemned 
for extortion. Scanrus acetified before the People , 
and acquitted net without great difficulty. The 
Tribune Domitius transfers the elections of Pontiffs 
and Augurs to the People , 
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W HILST thefe things paffed in Africa, 

Marius took extreme care to provide every ju a -iu, 
thing that was necelfary for the war configned to prepares 
him. He levied recruits for the legions •, and 
manded auxiliary troops of the Allies, States, aad fartur ^ 
Kings: he invited the braveft of the Latines to' 
join them, and even perfwade thole, who had 
ferved out their time in war, and been difchar-ged, 
to follow him in this expedition. Everybody 
was eager to give in their names for ferving unr 
der him. They allured themfelves pf viffory, 
and did not doubt but they fhould return laden, 
with booty. This declared zeal for Marius mor¬ 
tified the Nobility very much. On his .fide. be. 
treated them with haughtinefs, dipt no oeeafion 
for attacking, and decrying them publickly, and. 
hoafted frequently, that the. Confulfhip was a tro¬ 
phy he had gained over the effeminacy and worth- 
leflnefs of the Nobility. The vehemence of his 
harangues to the People may be. judged from that 
which Salluft has preferved, or perhaps lent him, 
and I proceed to repeat here. 

I know , Romans, faid he, that mojl of thofe,s: irc h,/ 

whom you raife to dignities, behave in a quite diffe- Mam,, t, 
rent manner after they have obtained them ., from 11 '* 
what they do when they follidte them, /it firfi they 
appear laborious, fuppliant and modefl: but after-, 
wards , affoon as they are invejlcd with your fa voters, 
they abandon themfelves to floth and pride. In my 
opinion, the reverfe of this behaviour ought to be ob- 
ferved. For as the inter eft of the publick is infinitely 
to be preferred to the Pratorfhip and Cenforfhip , 
more attention ough to be had in the adminiftration of 
the State, than in folliciting offices. I am not igno¬ 
rant how heavy a burthen that is, which you have 
conferred on me. Fo labour in making preparations, 
of war, and at the fame time to be frugal of the pub- 

lick 
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5- lick money \ to oblige perfons to enter into the fervice , 
''whom one would not willingly offend \ to have the 
care of all things at home and abroad ; and to acquit 
cnefelf of all thefe duties in the midft of the invidious> 
the factious, and declared enemies, is a more rude and 
arduous fit u at ion, than can well be imagined, To 
this add one more inconvenience, which is peculiar 
and perfonal to me. If others commit a fault, their 
ancient Nobility , the glorious a It ions of their ancefors, 
the credit of their families and relations, the great 
number of their clients, all the/e, in a manner, 
v xotne in to their aid, and ft cure them : whereas all 
my refources are in myftlf, and I have no fupport, 
but what I am to find in virtue and innocence: for 
all the reft are wanting to me, I fee that the eyes of 
all the world are upon me. The equitable and judi¬ 
cious favour me, becaufe they are convinced, that 1 
have no view in all my aBions, but the publick good: 
but the Nobility feek only cccafions to difcredit and 
prejudice me. This is one reafon, that induces me to 
make new efforts, that I may not fruftrate your ex¬ 
pectation, and may render their bad defigns ineffeBu- 
al. From my earlieft youth I have a ecu Homed and 
inured myftlf to labour and danger . What I have 
hitherto done from the mere love of virtue, I ought 
now with more reafon to do out of gratitude, fince 
you have laden me with your favours: and this is en¬ 
tirely my ref elution. It ts hard for thofe, who, to 
attain dignities, have affumed the mafk of virtue, to 
continue long in that conftraint, when their ambition 
is fatisfied. As for me, who have exercifed myftlf in 
it all my life , I can fay, that long habit has in a man¬ 
ner rendered it natural to me, 2 ou have charged me 
with the war again ft Jugurtha: and this is what 
gives extreme offence to the Nobility . Now 1 defire , 
Romans, you will confider with yourfelves, whether , 
inftead of the choice you have made , it would be better 
for you to take , out of that troop of the Nobility, to 

fill 
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fill up the office in queftion or fome other the like, a R c * 45 - 
wan of an ancient family, and one adorned with 0t * ‘ IO * 
having borne all the great offices of the State, but 
without fervice and experience ; in order that in the 
condudi of fo important a war, perplexed for want 
of pr a diice, and entirely dife oncer ted, he may take out 
of the very people he defpifes a guide and monitor, 
to Jhew him his duty. And indeed, it often happens , 
that a man whom you have chofen General to com¬ 
mand an army, has more need of another General to 
command him, and to be to him inftead of a mafter. 

I know fome, who when eledled Confuls, have began 
to read our hiftories, and to ftudy the art military in 
the Books of the Greeks . This is manifeftly reverfing 
the order of things . For, though they do not.com¬ 
mand till after they have received authority \ before 
they have authority, they ought to learn to command. 

Suffer me now, Romans, to compare with thefe proud 
Nobles your Conful, whom they are for leffening with 
the title of New Man. What they {earn from read¬ 
ing and precepts, I have learnt by ptadiice and expe¬ 
rience themfelves. The inftrudtion they have from 
books, I have from many years of adlual fervice . 

And now judge on which you ought to fet moft value , 
on words or adlions. They defpije the meannefs of 
my birth \ and I that of their valour. I am re¬ 
proached with my fortune, they with the unwortbintfs 
of their condudi. But, after all, I know, that, men- 
are all of one and the fame nature and that, confe- 
quently, the moft worthy are the moft noble . And in¬ 
deed, could we afk at prefent the forefathers of Al¬ 
binas or Calpurnius, who they would rather have for 
fons, thofe adiually defeended from them, or me, is it 
to be doubted but they would anfwer, that they al¬ 
ways defired to have children virtuous and eftimable 

for their own merit ? If they think they have a 
right to defpife me, they mu ft then defpife their an- 
cejtors, who began their nobility by virtue . They 

envy 
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s- envy my dignity: why don't they alfo envy my la¬ 
bours^ dangers, and the innocence of my life, that 
are the ftps by which I attained it. Bat thefe men, 
‘tr&s/Tj /Acir perverfe pride has blinded, behave as if 
they defpifed your dignities, and ajk them with as 
much coldnefs and confidence , if they had deferved 
them by the wifdom and virtue of their conduct. They 
are certainly in a very great error, to think of 
uniting in themfekes things fo incompatible , and to 
pretend to the rewards of virtue, whilfi they enjoy 
the plea fur 6 of rdlenefs. When they fpeak before 
you , or in the Seriate, they take extreme care to ce¬ 
lebrate their ancefiors, and believe repeating their 
glorious exploits , reflefis great honour upon themfekes. 
But this is juft the rover ft. For, the more the l.ves 

of thofe great men abound with noble aftions, the 
more thefe of their defendants, if without them, de- 
ferve contempt. The glory of ancefiors, it mnfi be 
owned, is a light for their pofterity: but a light that 
equally illvfirates vices and virtues . As for me, I 
cannot boaft my ancefiors, but I can repeat my own 
exploits, which is undoubtedly more glorious. Obferve, 
I beg you, bow unjuft they are. They pretend to de¬ 
rive luftre from the merit of others \ and will not ad • 
mit me to derive any from my own, becaufe I 
have not thofe ancient ftatues at home, with which 
fhoy adorn their houfes, and becaufe my glory is re¬ 
cent. But is it not better to be one's felf the author of 
one's own nobility, than to dijhonour that derived from 
ancefiors ? I know, if they Jhould undertake to an* 
fwer me, they would not fail to employ fine Words, 
and to make very eloquent difeourfes. 1 his is a glory 
I do not pretmd to difpuie with them. But as, whilfi 
you take p/eafure in doing me honour, .they jpare no 
calumnies on ail occafions againfl you and me, 1 
thought it incumbent upon me not to hold my peace, 
left my filence Jhould be taken for admitting what 
they fay. For, at bottom, I have nothing to fear , 

and 
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and no difcourfe can hurt me. If it be truCj it can * ^ 6 4f* 
be only to my piraife ; and, if faife , my affidhs fujfi - °' ' X07, 

bely, and refute it. But, Romans , 4* all 
this is intended againft you, /&y prefume to 

cenfure you, for having Jirft confided the fupreme 
dignity of the Commonwealth, W next the command 
of a very important war, to me \ refleS ferioufly, / 
conjure you, whether you have any caufe to repent it. 

1 cannot, 0 / what you are to expelt 

from me , produce the Statues, Confulfhips, and Tri¬ 
umphs of my anceftors ; £«/, if it is necejfary, / f/j# 
fet before you military rewards of every kind ; pikes * 
enfigns, crowns: I can fhew you the fears of ho¬ 
nourable wounds all received before. Thefe are my 
flatues, thefe the titles of my nobility, which have not 
fallen to me by inheritance, /a wy adverfaries, 

/ /Sot* acquired by my labours and dangers . 

T5w find no art or order in my words: that is an 
art upon which I neither pique myfelf nor fet much 
value. Virtue makes it felf known fujficiently by it - 
felf: others may fiand in need of fine difcourfe to co¬ 
ver the fhame of their actions. I have not applied 
my felf to the Jludy of the Greek literature ; as I faw , 

that thofe who have, did not become better men in 
effeSl. But what I have learnt, and which is of 
more value for the fervice of the Commonwealth, is to 
' ufe the /word, to keep my poft, to attack or defend a 
place well, to fear nothing but infamy, to fujfer cold 
and heat alike, to have no other bed but the earth, 
and at the fame time to fuppert both hunger and fa¬ 
tigue. And thefe are things I jhall teach my foldiers. 

I will not let them live in Want, whilft I riot in 
plenty. I will not affume all glory to my felf, whilft 
they have only toil and labour. Such a conduit 
ought not to be obferved in refpeSt to citizens. To live 
one's felf in Jloth and luxury, and exalt rude fervice 
and fatigue from the foldier , is to alt as a mafter. 

• Vol. IX. O over 
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I 1 over Jlaves , not as a General It was by a quite 
different conduit our anceftors acquired tbemfelves fo 
much glory * and did the Commonwealth fo much ho¬ 
nour. Now the Nobility, after having entirely de¬ 
generated from their glory, defpife us, us, who en¬ 
deavour to tread in the Jieps of their anceftors \ and 
exalt dignities from you as their right, without taking 
any pains to deferve them. I repeat it: thefe men fo 
proud of their birth impefe ft range ly upon tbemfelves. 
Their anceftors left them all that it was in nature to 
tranfmit, their riches, ftatues, the glory of their 
names and great alliens: but they have not left them 
their virtue , nor indeed could they do it ; virtue of 
all good things being the only one, that can neither 
be tranfmit ted , nor inherited. They fay I live in a 
grofs manner, and without what they call elegance 
and politenefs, becaufe I have no great Jkill in fetting 
out a feaft\ make no ufe, at the entertainments 1 
give, of comedians and buffoons •, and that I give no 
more for a fierce, that is to Le my cook, than for one 
to work in my field. All this is true, and I freely 
confefs it. I learnt from my father, and other per- 
fens of virtue, that ornament is for women, as la¬ 
bour is for men : that men of worth ought rather to 
afpire at glory, than at riches: that arms do more 
honour, than the mo ft magnificent robes. As they 
think quite otberwife, let them follow their tafte. 

Let them pafs their days in wine and debauches \ 
let them end their lives, as they have begun them ; 
and leave to us duft, andfweat, and military fa¬ 
tigues, which we prefer to all their voluptuonfnefs . 

But they do not alt in this manner . After having 
wallowed in fhameful pie a fur es, they come to deprive 
us of tbs rewards of virtue and valour. Thus, 
through infuppcrtable injuftice, depravity of manners # 
and luxurious eafe, which ought to exclude them 
from all offices, does them no hurt, and are only fatal 

to 
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to the Commonwealth , in giving it unworthy leaden A * K - 6 ^* 
and ma^ifir ales. . - Ant ' C ' ‘° 7 * 

After having anfwered my enemies , not fo much 
as their infamous conduSt, but as my own character 
required , I jhall add a few words upon the publick 
affairs. Above all things , Romans , jw/ faould ex - 
petty with a kind of affurance , good Juicefs of the 
war in Numidia. Ton have removed all the obfta- 
cleSy that formed Jugurtha’s Jlrength: 1 mean ava¬ 
rice, ignorance > and pride. You have an army in 
Africay that perfectly knows the country , that has all 
the courage neceffary , but that hitherto has not had 
good fortune . A great part of the troops ai e pe¬ 
riled either by the avarice or temerity of their com¬ 
manders. 0 you then , who are of age to bear arms, 
come and join your efforts with miney and fujlain 
with me the honour of the Commonwealth. Do not 
be difcouraged by the example of paft misfortunes , 
nor JeaTy that your Generals will treat you with 
pride and infolence . After I have given you orders, 
you Jhall fee me, in marchingy in bailie , divide fa¬ 
tigue and danger with you. Except in point oj com¬ 
mand, 1 Jhall make no difference between you and 
myfelf. 7ou may conceive , that with the ajjifiance 
of the godsy viRory, fpoils , and glory wait for, 
and feem to invite, you . But though you had not all 
theje advantages to hope, the interejl only of the 
Commonwealth would fuffice to induce good citizens , 
as you arey to defend it with valour. Cowardice 
never exempted any one from death . Never did fa¬ 

ther defire that bis children Jhould be immortal\ but- 
that they Jhould become men of great honour and 
probity . 1 Jhould fay more on this heady Romansy if 
words could make cowards brave: for as to the va¬ 
liant, I think I have faid enough . 

Plutarch gives realon to think, that many 
ftrokes of this fpeech are really Marius’s : and the 
thing is not improbable in itfelf. At lead: it is 

O 2 certain, 
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a. r. 645 . certain, that his character is wonderfully fuftainetf 

I07« • » « • « f * • • 1 • • * 1 

m it, his vanity as a ioidier, his antipathy to the 
Nobility, and his contempt of polite learning. 
We (hall fee him throughout his life juft what he 
appears here, a great warrior, but with nothing 
elfe to recommend him. 


MltittS 
'ns out 
frsmRcm/y 
and ar¬ 
rives in 
Africa . 


He put himfelf into a condition to make good 
his promifes by effedts. He embarked with the 
utmoft diligence the provifions, arms, military 
cheft, and the other things neceflary for the army. 
He at the fame time made Aulus Manlius, one of 


his Lieutenants, fet out. As to himfelf, in the 


mean time, he made hafte to compleat the levies, 
without confining himfelf to the ancient cuftom, 
which admitted no citizens to ferve in the legions, 
but thofe who had fome eftate •, in order that the 


Commonwealth might thereby have fome fecurity 
for the zeal and fidelity of her foldiers. Marius 
accepted all that offered themfelves indifferently,, 
even the pooreft, and thofe who had nothing at 
all, Thefe dregs of the multitude were always 
extremely attached to him •, and ambitious as he 
was, he conceived that with their aid he fhould 


form a confiderable party at Rome. He put to 
fea, with a much-greater body of troops than he 
had orders to raife, and arrived in a few days at 
Utica. Rutilius, the Lieutenant General, refigned 
the command of the army to him ; for Metellus 
had induftrioufty avoided feeing a fucceffor, the 
fight of whom only would have been extremely 
mortifying to him. 

MetAlusis That General, on his arrival at Rome, expe£T 
■perf ( sly ec j t0 g n( j gvery body highly difgufted with him j 

'•tivedat knowing how much his adverfary, by his inveterate 
Reme. and calumnious harangues* had laboured to ren¬ 
der him odious to the multitude. He was agree- 
:rLm?L ably deceived. The firft heat of difpleafure being 
■ • gra::ud 0 ver, he was very honourably received, not only 

by 
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by the Senate, but even by the People. A Tri-^* R 
bune however oppofed his triumph : and Mete!lus Ant * ' 107 ‘ 
on that oceafion made a fpeech to the People, of 
which Aulus Gellius has preferved us a paffage 
entirely noble, and of the utmoft elevation of fen- 
timents. “ Romans, (a) faid he, as it is a con- 




<< 


“ ftant maxim, that it is more eafy for good men 
<c to fuffer, than to do, injury ; this Tribune, 
who is for having you refufe me a triumph, 
does you more wrong than me. For I fhould 
" fuffer injuftice, and you would do it: fo that 
though I fhould have caufe to complain, you 
“ would deferve to be blamed/’ Metellus ob¬ 
tained a triumph, and affumed the firname of 
NumidicitSy which perpetuated the remembrance of 
1 his exploits in the war of Numidia. 

It is very probable, that it was alfo at this time AccufrHof 
that (£) being accufed of extortion, he received a extortion, 
teftimony in his favour from his judges more glo -bujuAgt* 
rious than the triumph ijfelf. For, when he pro-^^/J 
duced the regifters of his adminiftration in his de- t b e journnl 
fence, not one of the judges would fo much as of hi, ad- 
caff an eye upon them, nor ieem to doubt a mo- w/,// ^ r *' 
ment, whether what Metellus advanced were true tm ' 
or not; declaring loudly, that to be affured of 
his innocence, there was no oceafion for any other 


fa) Quanto probi injuriam 
faciliu* accipiunt, quam alteri 
tradunt, tanto ille vobis,quam 
gratiam mihi, pejorem hono- 
rem habuit. Nam me inju¬ 
riam ferre, vos facere vulr, 
Quirites: ut hie conqueftio, 
lftic vituperatio relinquatur. 

A. Gill. xii. 9. 

[b) Audivi hoc de parente 
meo puer quum Metellus 
caufam de pecuniis repetundis 
diceret—-quum ipfius tabulse 
circumferrenturinfpiciendi no¬ 


minis caufa, fuifle judicem ex 
illis Equitibus Romanis, gra- 
vilBmis viris, neminem, quin 
removeret oculos, & fe totum 
averterct, ne forte, quod ille 
in tabulas publicas retuliffet, 
dubitafle quifquam, verum-ne 
an falfum effet videretur. Cic. 
pro Balbo. 11. 

Non in tabulis, fed in vita 
Q^Metelli argumema fmcere 
adminiilratse provineix legen- 
da fibi judicies crediderunt. 


Vail, Max. ii. 10. 
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proof than that of his whole life, and univerfallp 
acknowledged integrity. 

The Cohiul Marius, after having com pleated 
his legions and the auxiliary troops, marched his 
army into a plentiful country: and diftributed all 
the plunder he took in it amongft the foidiers. 
Fe attacked and took fome towns and cattles of 
little ftrength, ar.d fought fometimes, or rather 
Ikirmiihed, in different places. By this means, 
the new-railed foidiers accuftomed themfclves • to 
(land firm upon occafion. Th-.y faw, that thofe 
who fled, were either killed or taken: that the 
braveft have lead to fear: that arms are the fource 
of glory and riches, and the l’upport of their coun* 
try, their iiberty, 2 nd all that is deareft amongft 
men. Thus, in a lhort time, there was no differ- 
ence between the old and the new-raifed troops. 

■ Marius, after having difeiplined his foidiers in 
this manner, and gained various advantages over 
, the enemy, feeing himfclf in a condition to form 
fome great enterprize, refolved to furprize Capfa. 
It was an important place, ftrong both by art 
and nature, defended by numerous inhabitants, and 
provided with muniti ns of every kind. The 
horror < f the country in which it was fituated, 
rendered the conqueit of it dill more difficult. 
Except the places around the city, the whole 
country was deferrt, uncultivated, barren fands, 
and intefted with very venomous ferpents.. This 
fituation feemed to render the accefs to Capfa im¬ 
practicable to the enemy. But Marius juftly 
thought, that would undoubtedly be the very 
thing, that would make them lefs upon their guard, 
as having nothing to fear. He therefore concealed 
his defign with the utmod care, and in other 
refpefts took his meafures with abundance of pru¬ 
dence. He begain by carrying off all the cattle 
in the country, which he gave to the care of the 

2 auxiliary 
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auxiliary cavalry, with orders to drive them on 
with the troops. Every day part of thefe cattle 
were diftributed to the army * and of their fkins 
Marius caufed leathern bags to be made. The 
fixth day he arrived on the banks of the *Tana. 
After a fhort (lay he left all the baggage there, 
and loaded the carriage-horfes only with the bags 
filled with water. Each foldier was alio ordered 
to carry one. In this condition they moved for* 
wards about fun-fct. They marched all night, 
and halted in the day. The third night before 
day-break they arrived at a place abounding in 
valleys and fmall eminences, which were only two 
miles diftant from Capfa. Marius kept his troops 
as much concealed as poflible between thefe little 
hills; and at day-break, many Numidians, who 
fufpe&ed no danger, having quitted the city, he 
made his horfe, with the nimbleft of his foot, ad¬ 
vance on a fudden towards it to feize the gates. 
The inhabitants immediately furrendered; either 
through the amazement and terror occaiioned by 
fo unexpected an attack, or becaufe they faw 
many of the people had been furprized without 
the walls, and had already fallen into the enemy’s 
hands. The city was burnt. All the Numidians 
'capable of bearing arms were put to the iword; 
the reft were fold, and the fpoils were diftributed 
amongft the foldiers. This rigour, fays Salluft, 
was contrary to the laws of war. However, nei¬ 
ther avarice, nor cruelty, induced Marius to com¬ 
mit it. He confidered this place was of great 
advantage to Jugurtha: that the Romans could 
not approach it without great difficulty : that he 
had an inconftant and perfidious nation to deal 
with, which it was impoflible <:o keep within 
bounds either by lenity or fear. Could all thefe 

* Geograpbcrt don't mention this iiSiofy. 
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a. r. 6-5. reafeas fuffice to juftify a cruelty contrary to the 

'*Iaw of nations, exercifed upon inhabitants, who 
had furrendered without deceit ? Was it not fuf- 
ficient to demolifh the place ? But the motives of 
intereft, in war, had long taken place of juftice, 
and ferved inftead of reafons. 

4 

So extraordinary a fuccefs did Marius great 
.honour,, and highly in.creafed his reputation. His 
■ lead prudent enterprizes were however attended 
with glory, becaufe they paffed for effects of his 
courage. The foldiers, charmed with the mildr 
nefs with which they were commanded, and at the 
fame time enriched vvith fpoils, extolled their Ge¬ 
neral to the {kies. The Numidians dreaded him, 
as if there had been fomething in him more than 
human. In a word, both allies and enemies be¬ 
lieved, that the gods directed and infpired him in 
all his undertakings. 

After this happy event, he advanced towards 
other places: fome of them he forced ; many 
others he burnt, which the difader of Capfa had 
induced to dcfert; and putting all to fire and 
fword, he filled the country of the enemy with 
defolation and horror. Thefe conquefts cod the 
Romans very few men. 

Marwsle- He formed another enterprize, the execution of 
fizgn a which was very difficult. Not far from the river 
eajiUbt - 0 f Mulucha, which feparated the kingdoms of 

fugnuT .l J u g urc h a and Bacchus, in the midft of a vaft 

plain, was a mountain, or rather a rock of great 
circumference and prodigious height, upon the 
top of which flood a caftle of moderate bignefs, 
to which there was but one very narrow avenue 5 
all rhe rell being nothing but precipices, as deep, 
as if they hadtiot been the work of nature, but 
cut and levelled by human indudry. The gar- 
rifon wanted nothing: they had provifions in a- 
bundance, and a fpring of water in the rock. Ju- 

gurths 
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gurtha had depofued his treafures in this fort. Ma- A * 645 * 
rius was very defirous to make himfelf mader of Ant,c * 10 '' 
it. It was extremely difficult to carry-on ap¬ 
proaches, to cut the foil, and to make ufe of 
machines againft it. • When they had gone fo far 
as to make the batteries advance with great pains 
and danger, the befieged either broke them to 
pieces with (tones, or fet them on fire, and re¬ 
duced them to allies. The foldiers could not (land • 
fall at work, on account of the unevennefs of the 
ground. The braved of them were left upon the 
place either dead or wounded, and the red loft 
courage. 

Marius, after having fpent many days ineffec- He h aU 
tually, and without advancing his works, was ex- mo ft di f" 
tremely perplexed, and did not know what to 
folve. However, the extraordinary good fortune ,ficuhUsbt 
which had attended him in all his enterprizes,yWf/W 
fupported him. He experienced it again here. 

A Ligurian foldier gathering fnails, which he faw ju gu . 
in the clefts of the rocks, arrived infenfibly al -rian % l>y 
moft at the top of the mountain. Curiofity, wi- clim ^ n g 
tural to man, induced him to advance dill far- 
ther •, and fometimes by the help of oaken branch- 10 tbe top , 
es, which fortunately grew there, and fometimes Uvelwith 
by the rocks that afforded mod hold, he got up tke f ort * 
to the platform of the fort, and faw, that it was 
entirely abandoned \ all the Numidians being 
poded on the fide the befiegers attacked. The 
Ligurian immediately defcended, and gave Ma¬ 
rius an account of what he had feen. The Conful 
being allured of the truth by other foldiers, whom 
the Ligurian condufted to the fame place, re- 
folved to take the advantage of fo lucky a difco- 
covery. He chofe five of the mod aftive trumpe¬ 
ters of the army. He detached four Centurions 
with their companies to lupport them, and com¬ 
manded them to obferve the Ligurian’s orders. 
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next ^ et out ’ a ^ cer havin g p ro * 

^J^vided them fe Ives with every thing neceffary. The 
^/a^foldiers, by their guide’s direction, left every 
efazhdi- behind that might retard them, took off their 
tacbvitrj^ h e lmets to fee the better, and bared their feet, to 

be the lefs expoled to Aiding. Their fwords 
were tied behind their backs, as well as their 
fbields, which were of leather after the Numidian 
faffiion, and confcquently lighter, and not fo apt 
to make a noife. The Ligurian went foremoft, 
and when he found either points of rock, or roots 
of trees, that projected, he took care to make 
cords faff on them with running knots, which the 
foldiers might lay hold of in order to climb with 
lefs difficulty. He lent his hand from time to 
time to thofe whom fo ftrange a way daunted. In 
the rougheft parts of it, he made them go one by 
one before him, and difburthened them of their 
arms, which he carried after them himfelf. When 
a place feemed dangerous, he made the firft trial 
of it. They faw him afcend and delcend feveral 
times ; and by that means he encouraged the 
whole troop under his diredlion. They arrived 
at laft, after many fatigues and dangers, on the top 
of the mountain, which they found abandoned 
on that fide; becaufe the Numidians were all em¬ 
ployed at the place which the Romans at¬ 
tacked. 

The it- Marius had harraffed the enemy all day. But 
tacbmnt w ben he was informed by couriers, that were dif- 

'flurtfi* P acc ^ e ^ co him diredtly, of what the Ligurian 
The place had done, he exhorted his troops anew, led them 
u taken, on to the attack in perlon, and commanded them 

to cover themfelves with their bucklers, joined 
together. To terrify the enemy at diftance as well 
as near, he ordered the archers, (lingers and ma¬ 
chines, to difcharge all together. The Barbarians, 
who had fucceeded feveral times in throwing down 

and 
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and burning the batteries of the befiegers, were^ 8 - 6 ^* 
full of confidence. Far from keeping behind U I07 ‘ 
their parapets, it was their cuftom to (hew them- 
felves day and night oh the fide of the walls, 
proudly infulting the Romans, reproaching Ma¬ 
rius with the tolly of his enterprife, and threat- 
ning the foldiers to make them fpeedily the flaves 
of Jugurtha. 

Accordingly at this time feeing the befiegers re¬ 
double their efforts, they alforedoubled their con- 
ftancy and courage. But on a fudden, whilft this 
paffcd, they heard a great noife of trumpets be¬ 
hind them. The women and children, whom cu- 
riofity had brought upon the rampart, immedi¬ 
ately fled: thofe who were neareft the danger food 
followed, them : and not long after all in general 
betook them felves to flight, as well the armed as 
the unarmed. The Romans feeing their diforder, 
preffed them with dill greater vigour, bore down 
all before them, put all to the fword, and ad¬ 
vanced continually fighting, withoyt the defire of 
plunder’s being capable of flopping a Angle man 
of them.. Thus, Marius’s temerity, corrected by 
a lucky effeft ot chance, made his fault redound 
to his honour. 


Quaeftor 


camp with a great body of horfe. Marius had ”fa"amp. 
left him at Rome in order to raife that .cayairy in Birth and 
Latium, and amongft the Italian allies. Th\$‘* ara # ir 
Quaeftor is the famous Sylla, of.whom fo mueh^ that f a ' 
will be faid in the fequel. For this reafon I think^j^ 
it neceffary to make him well known. He was of 
the houfe of Cornelia, fo productive. of great 
men, and fo abounding with honours.. But the 
branch from which he defcended, had fallen into 
obfcurity. I have related el few here the caufe of 
the fall of this branch, where 1 fpeak of the note 
of infamy, inflifted upon P. Cornelius Rufinus, 

who 
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***• who was the ftem of it, and after have been twice 
'Conful and Dictator, was expelled the Senate by 
the Cenfors in the 477 th year of Rome, for hav¬ 
ing above ten pounds of filver plate in his houfe. 
What is Angular, this note of infamy in lome 
meafure extended to his defendants, none of 
whom attained the Confulfhip, chough fome of 
them had been Praetors. This decline in point of 
dignity was attended with indigence. Sylla inhe¬ 
rited but a very fmall fortune from his father, and 
paffed his youth in great ftraits. He was after¬ 
wards reproached with this by a man of fenfe 
and virtue, who hearing him boaft very much of 
his exploits in Numidia, faid to him : And how 
can you be an honeft man , you , whom your father 
■left nothing , and are however fo rich? For, adds 
Plutarch, though manners in thofe days had not 
preferved their ancient feverity, and were already 
much changed and corrupted by luxury, the per- 
fon who fpeaks thus to Sylla (a) feems to confider 
as equally fhamefd, the fquandering of a great 
patrimony, and not continuing in the poverty of 
one’s anceftors. For the reft, if on the fide of 
riches, Sylla’s lot at firft was hard, on that of 
great talents and genius, he had all that was ne- 
ceffary to reinftate the glory of his name. This is 
his pifiure, as Salluft has given it us. 

Sylla { b ) was carefully inftru&ed in the Greek 

(a) Jt^ito lis : ad fimulanda negotia alti- 

ivutopcu asroXe- tudo ingenii incredibilis: mul- 
^airaj, zmat srar^ar temm reruin, & maxime pe- 

Zutp t/Aa'Iajrxc. cunis largitor ; atque felicifli- 

(£) Salla literis Gracis at- mo omnium ante civilem vic- 
<jae Latinis juxta atque do&if- toriam nunquam fuper induf- 
fime erudims, animo ingend, triam fortuna fuit; muldque 
eupidos volupt2tuin, glome dubitavere fortior an felicior 
eupidior: orio luxuriofo effe, effet. Nam quas poftea fecit 
tamen ab negouis nunquam incertum habeo pudeat an pi- 
voluptas rcmorata——-fa cun- geat differ ere. 
dos, callidus, & amicitia faci- 

and 
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and Roman letters, and was perfectly matter of A - 
both. He had a great heart, loved pleafure; but m 
glory more. In times of leifure, he gave himfelf 
up to his tafte for pleafures and diverfions ; how¬ 
ever fo as his affairs never fuffered by it. He was 
eloquent, infinuating, an eafy friend, and of in¬ 
credible addrefs in concealing and difguifing his 
defigns. He loved to give, and when his circum- 
ftances would admit of making prefents, he gave 
of all kinds, but particularly money, with pro- 
fufion. He was always fortunate, and even the 
moft fo of mankind, till the vidtory, by which 
he terminated the civil war; however, his merit 
was never below his fortune 5 and it has been 
doubted, whether it were more juft to term him 
brave, or happy. But after that fatal epocha to 
his virtue, he was no longer the fame man: and 
perhaps profperity never produced either more 
fudden, or more violent, effedls. 

When Sylla arrived in Marius’s camp, he was 
abfolutely ignorant of the art of war: but he was 
not long before he made himfelf a perfect matter 
of it. He made it his particular care amongft 
other things to gain the foldiers favour by his po¬ 
lite and obliging behaviour. He took pleafure in 
ferving every body that defired it; and often an¬ 
ticipated requefts. When he received any good 
office from others, which he fhunned as much as 
poffible, to avoid laying himfelf under obliga¬ 
tions, he confidered gratitude as a debt, which he 
was defirous to difeharge on the firft occafion. On 
the contrary, when he had done a favour, he re¬ 
quired no return: and the more of this kind of 
debtors he had, the better he was pleafed. He 
made himfelf familiar, whether in ferious affairs, 
or at games and exercifes, with perfons of the low- 
eft rank. As to military funftions, works, march¬ 
es, guards, he difeharged them with ardour, and 
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troops 


a « r . 645. was prefent every where. Far from cenfuring 
I0 '*the Conful’s conduCt to gratify a miftaken ambi¬ 
tion, his only care was not to be furpaffed by 
any one in prudence and courage, and even to fur- 
pafs every body if he could. Such fine qualities 
at firft gained him the hearts both of the General 
and the troops: fo that Sylla and Marius were 
friends for fome time. But a good underftanding 
could not long fubfift between two men of their 
ambition. We fhall foon fee a declared enmity 
fucceea their friend (hip. 

Boccbus Jugurtha, in the mean time, reflecting upon the 

joins J 11 - lofs of his beft towns, and the greateft part of his 
* treafures, perceived, that he was not in a condition 
to fupport the war, and that it was abfolutely ne- 
cellary either to conquer in a pitched battle, or fee 
him deprived of his whole kingdom. But Boc- 
chus, without whole aid he could do nothing, was 
averfe to this conduct. To make him come into 
it, he employed his ufual arts, corrupting with 
prefents of money thofe who had mod afcendant 
over the King of Mauritania. On his -fide, he 
promifed that Prince the third part of Numidia, 
if they fhould drive the Romans out of Africa*, 
or if a peace fhould be concluded, that fhould 
not cod him any part of his dominions. Thefe 
offers determined him. 

at. He joined Jugurtha with a great army*, and at 
tack. Ma- a time when Marius lead expeCted it, and was 

r *!l’ u P on a march retiring into his winter-quarters, 
^they both attacked him aimoft at the lad hour of 
at fxrfi. 6 the day. They purpofely chofe that time, becaufe 

the darknefs of the night might very much dif- 
concert the enemy, to whom the country was un¬ 
known *, whereas on their fide, whether victorious 
or defeated, night was in their - favour. The 
furprize at fird caufed fome confufion amongft 
the Romans, who had not time either to form 

themfelves 
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themfelves in order of battle, or to take their ufual A - R; *45- 
jftations*, the infantry being mingled pell-mell in Ant,c,1 ° 7 * 
the midft of the horfe. They loft abundance of 
men in this firft attack, notwithftanding the great 
valour, with which they behaved. They were 
furrounded on all fides by the Numidians, whofe 
number greatly exceeded theirs. However, the 
old foldiers, taught by long experience, and the 
new ones by their example forming different com¬ 
panies, as chance brought them together, drew 
themfelves up in a circle, and fronting on all fides 
in clofe order and well covered, fuftained the 
charge of the Barbarians with intrepid bravery. 

Marius, in fo warm an action, capable of dif- 7 btf an 
concerting the moft experienced Generals, retain- a f ttr ‘ 
ed all his coolnefs of temper. With the company ' 
of horfe that never quitted his perfon, and which 7 
he had compofed, not of thofe moft nearly attach¬ 
ed to himfelf, but of the moft brave, he fup- 
ported his troops; threw himfelf every moment 
into the thickefi of the enemy •, and not being 
able to make his voice be heard to give the necef- 
fary orders, he endeavoured to make himfelf un- 
derftood by different figns with his hand. 

The day was now paffed, and the Barbarians 
did not ceafe fighting: on the contrary, conceiv¬ 
ing that night gave them a great advantage over 
the enemy, they redoubled their ardour. Marius, 
intent upon fecuring his army a retreat, feized two 
hills at a fmall diftance from each other, and by 
degrees drew off his troops thither, and intrench¬ 
ed there. The two Kings then, from the difficulty 
of fallowing him upon thofe eminences, put an 
end to the battle. They however did not remove 
their armies, but made them continue at the bot¬ 
tom of the hills, which their numbers enabled 
them to furround. 


The 
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a r. 645* The Barbarians, drunk in a manner with their* 
Ant-L. toy. p ro fp er ^ t y an j fuccefs in the battle, paffed a great 

pm of the night in dancing and rejoicing, raffing 
great cries according to their cuftorn. Marius, 
who attentively obferved all that paffed amongft 
the enemy, commanded his army to keep a pro-* 
found filence, and for that purpofe, ordered the 
different fignals, ufually made by the trumpets for 
the watches of the night, not to be founded. But 
affoon as day approached, he commanded the 
trumpets to found the charge all together, and the 
troops to march out of their intrenchments with 
great cries on all (ides. The Mauritanians and 
Getuli, fatigued with their nofturnal exercifes, 
had hardly began to fleep. In confequence, a- 
wakened fuddenly by thi^rrible noife, they could 
neither take to their ai®>, efcape by flight, nor 
determine upon any thing falutary. Seeing them- 
felves preffed by the enemy, without any body to 
encourage and draw them up, the tumult, fur- 
prife and terror in a manner ftupified, and put 
them out of their fenfes. They were entirely dif- 
perfed, and abandoned moft of their enfigns and 
arms •, a greater (laughter was made of them in 
this battle, than in ail the reft; drowfinefs and 
fear having deprived them of the means of ef- 
caping. 

Caution Marius, after his viftory, continued his march, 

•f Marius to ta ke up his winter quarters in the maritime 
in march- cities. The great advantage he had lately gained, 

had made him neither lefs circumfpeft, nor more 
prefumptuous. He marched with as much cau¬ 
tion, as if the enemy had been always in view. 
After.having given the officers all the neceffary' 
orders, he however afted with as much care, as 
if he had no-body to fecond him. He was feen 
on all fides, and praifed and reproached every one 
as they deferved. He was no lefs vigilant in the 

camp 
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camp than upon the march, (d) He went the^^^s’ 
rounds himfelf, not through any difturft, that his ' ’ I07, 
orders were not obeyed, but to make the foidiers 
love fatigue, by (hewing them, that their General 
fhared in it with them. And indeed Marius, du¬ 
ring this whole war, kept up the difcipline rather 
by the fenfe of honour and emulation, than by 
chaftifement and feverity. And this method iuc- 
ceeded. The Commonwealth was as well ferved 


under his mild anti indulgent command, as it he 
had treated his foidiers with more rigour. 

After a march of four days, the Romans ar- Another 


rived near Cirta. Jugurtha and Bocchus came^^ m 
thither to attack them again, having taken their tf3e 
meafures to do fo in four different places at th t are again 
lame time. But Marius was upon his guard again ft a-z^zW. 


all furprizes, and the Numidians and Moors were 
entirely defeated. Sylla diftinguilhed himfelf in 


this battle. Jugurtha did wonders in it : and 


having killed an enemy with his own hand, he 
even went up to a conftdcrable body of Roman 
infantry, and (hewed them his bloody fword; 
crying out to them, that they fought in vain •, and 


that he had juft killed Marius. This lie was very 
near fpreading terror and diforder amongft the 
Romans. But Sylia, and Marius himfelf, coming 
up to reanimate them, Jugurtha, alter having ex- 
haufted all the refources of his addrcfs and cou¬ 


rage, and fought tenacioufly, till he remained al- 
moft alone, eicaped with great difficulty. 

This fecond defeat difcouraged Bocchus, and 
made him think of leparating his intcrefts from /■>*- 
thole of jugurtha. He accordinaly let Marius^'/'*' !0 


{a) Ipfe circuire, non trim 

difiidentia—quam uti miliii- 
hus exxquatus cum unperaiore 
labos 'volcntibr.s euV:. Ma¬ 
ri u*—pudore majrii quitm in a- 

V O L. IX. 


lo excrcituin coercebat—Niii * ^ J 

. . -I 

rumen rcipubifca punter, ac 
itK'. iiTr-r0 nnpcriu, bei.e 
dfcort- i-clla. 


‘t* • 
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know, that he defired an accommodation, and 

'That he would lend two perfons of cruft, with 
whom he might enter into a conference. Syllaand 
Manlius were charged with this com million. Sylla 
was eloquenr, as we have faid, which advantage 
gained him the honour of being fpeaker upon this 
occafion. “ He expreffed to the King the joy he 
“ conceived, that the gods had at length opened 
“ his eyes, by infpiring him with the refolution 
tc of preferring peace to war. He reprefented to 
“ him, that the alliance of a Prince, whofe crimes 
“ were fo greac as Jugurtha’s, was unworthy of 
“ him ; That on the contrary, that of the Ro- 
44 mans was equally honourable and advantageous. 

He gave him to underftand, that he had in his 
44 hands the means of purchafing it •, and con- 
44 eluded with faying, that as the Roman People 
44 knew how to repel injuries, they alfo knew how 
“ to reward fervices •, and that they never fuffered 
41 themfelves to be outdone in generofity and gra- 

44 titude.” Bocchus, on his fide, to juftify his 
conduct, complained,, that he had been refuted at 
Rome the alliance, which he had demanded by his 
Ambaffadors: he offered however to fend others 
thither, if Marius approved it. Accordingly, 
fume time alter, he chofe five out of thofe, in 
whom he repo fed molt confidence, and made 

them let out with full powers to conclude a peace 
at any price whatfoever. 

Thefe Ambaffadors were met by Getulian rob¬ 
bers, who ftript them of every thing, and treated 
them with great cruelty. They accordingly came 
to Sylla in a very bad equipage, who command¬ 
ed iu the abfence of Manus, who was then em¬ 
ployed in attacking a fort in defert and remote 
places. Sylla, who was naturally generous and 
magnificent, inftead of defpifing the Mauritanian 
Ambaffadors in the fad condition wherein they 

joined 
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Joined him, gave them a very good reception, 
and treated them fplendidly during forty days, till ' ,107 
the General returned. By this means he gained 
their confidence, and by them that of their maf- 
ter, of which he made fuch great advantage in 
the fequel. When Marius arrived, the Maurita¬ 
nians, directed by Sylla’s advice, demanded afaf- 
penfion of arms, and permifiion to go to Home. 

Their demands were granted : and immediately 
two of them returned to Bacchus, to give him an 
account of their negotiation, and the other three 
fit out for Rome. 

When they arrived there, they applied to the 
Senate, and, according to their inftruftions, laid, 
that Bocchus had been furprized by the artifices of 
Jugurtha; that he repented of his fault; and that 
he afked the alliance and amity of the Romans. 

They were anfwered in thefe terms: (a) The Senate 
and People of Rowe forget neither fervices nor inju¬ 
ries. As Bocchus repents his faulty they grant him 
pardon . As to their alliance and amity , he will ob¬ 
tain them , when he Jhall have aeferved them . What 
a ftile, what haughtinefs, is this! Could we be¬ 
lieve, that it is to a powerful King this anfvver is 

addrefTed ? 

The new Confuls were undoubtedly in office, 
when this paffed. 


C. Atilius Servants. 
Q^Servilius CyEPio. 


A, R. 646, 
Ant. C, jc6. 


This year is famous for the birth of Cicero, 
and that of Pompey. 

When Bocchus had received the Senate’s anfwer, Martus.at 


he wrote to Marius, who had been continued 

of Bo C: bur s 

nitet, dilefli grariam facit ff n< ^y)lia 
1 f •*?.,! to him. 

Ecedus cV amiaua aabuauir. 


(a) S. P. Q^R. beneficii & 
ifijuriae mem or efle folec. Ce- 


teram Boccho, quoniam pa'* quum mcrucrit. 
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An*'c 6 ic6 commanc ^ to defire him to fend Sylla to him, in 

order to their conferring together. Marius made 
him fet out with an efcort of a fmali body of 
horfe and foot, with fome light-armed troops. He 
had fcveral fubjeSts for difquiet in his march, at 
firft through the unexpected meeting of Volux the 
fon of Bocchus, who appeared with a thoufand 
horfe * and, foon after of Jugurtha himfelf. Sylla 
believed himfelf betrayed by Volux, when he faw 
the King of Numidia with forces confiderably fu- 
perior to his own fo near him. He however was 
neither difcouraged, nor conceived thoughts of 
revenging himfelf upon the Moorifh Prince: and 
this proved well for him. Volux acted with 
fidelity: and they paffed together quite through 
Jugurtha’s camp, without the latter daring to 
attack the Romans, whom he faw efcorted by the 
fen of him, in whom all his hopes were placed. 
Sylla, in conlequence, arrived in lafety at the 
court of Bocchus. 

sfttTRuch c ^ e ^cret con fe rence they had together, the 
fiugudtion King of Mauritania at firft, in order to deferve 
Roahui - the alliance of the Roman people, feemed to 

confine himfelf'to the offer he had made, to inter- 
joa no f arc } ier j n Juffurtha’s affairs, and not 

to aid him with either troops or money. Sylla 
gave him to underftand, “ that the Romans 
would not be fatisfied with that kind of neutra^ 
lity. That to obtain their amity, it was necef- 
farv to do them an effeftual fervice: that he 
had the power in his own hands, and that to 
deliver up Jugurtha was at his difcretion. That 
in-that cafe the Romans would have an obli- 
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gation to him *, that their alliance and amity 
would be allured effects of it •, and that they 
would add to his dominions the part of Nu¬ 
midia, to which he pretended to have a right.” 
Bocchus expreffed great repugnance to this pro- 
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pofal. Whether he was really (hocked at it, or to. A - R - 646. 
preferve fome outfide of probity, which the mod nt * ’ lo6 ‘ 
wicked do not avowedly renounce; or lailly, to 
fell his crime the dearer, he reprefented, “ that 
“ there was an alliance fubfifting between him and 

Jugurtha, as well as a very near affinity both 
“ by birth and marriage: and that if he ffiould 
“ break his faith with him, he ffiould rifque alie- 
u nating the affection of his own fubjefts, who 
“ hated the Romans, and loved Jugurtha very 
“ much.” Sylla was not difcouraged by this re- 
fulal, and renewed the attack fo often, that he at 
length extorted a promife from him, to do what 
was neceffary for dcferving the amity of the 
Romans. 

Whether Bocchus made this promife fincerely, 
and with a refolution to keep it, is matter of 
great doubt. For at the fame time he was 
aftually treating with jugurtha, at whofe court he 
had an Ambaffador. He even promifed to deliver 
up Sylla to him, upon the Numidian’s having 
remonftrated, that That was the only means to 
bring the Roman Senate into a good peace, which 
would never leave an illuflrious perfon long in 
chains, that had incurred them by expofmg him- 
fclf for the fervice of the Commonwealth. Thus 
did this Barbarian engage himfeif in a double trea- 
chery, giving good words both to Sylla and Ju- 
gurtha’s Ambaffadors ; promifing the Roman to 
deliver up the Numidian, and the Numidian to 
deliver up the Roman. A conference was ac¬ 
cordingly agreed upon, under pretext of treating 
of peace; but neither Sylla nor Jugurtha came 
to it, becaufe each was aflured, that his enemy 
was upon the point of .being delivered up to 
him. 

The night before the day fixed for the inter¬ 
view, Bocchus was in a ftrange perplexity. The 

P 3 nearer 
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a.r. 646. nearer the moment for deciding approached, the 

Aut.C. 1064 1- * - • r a i* 1 * • 1 • ■ 

more his uncertainties mcreaiec. riis inclination 
was for favouring Jugurtha ; but fear reduced him 
to efpoufe the Romans. The agitation of his 
mind appeared in his countenance. His aftions, 
his air, his whole deportment, which changed 
every moment, fpoke the different fentiments he 
felt within. At length fear, the all-powerful mo¬ 
tive of hide abjeft iouls, prevailed. He fent for 
Sylla, and concerted meafures with him for feizing 
the Numidian. The conference was held ; and 
fugurtha being come to it without arms, and with 
jittle or no guard, perfons placed in ambufeade, 
killed all that attended him, feized himfelf, loaded 
him with chains, and in that condition put him 
into Sylla’s hands, who immediately carried him • 
to Marius. 


Thus ended the war in a manner wholly for the 
honour of Sylla, if there can be honour in con¬ 
quering by the perfidy of another. However it 
were, Marius, in juft return for having deprived 
Meteilus wf the glory of compleating the conqueft, 
was himiVif deprived of that of the la ft aft, that 


determined 
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This adventure was the more affefting to him, 
as Sylla openly triumphed upon it without any 
referve. He afted on this occafion, fays (a) Plu¬ 
tarch, like a young man immoderately greedy of, 
and duffed with, glory, of which he now firft 
began to tafte the charms. Inftead of aferibing 

O O 

the honour of this event to his General, as he was 
obliged to do by his duty, and as he ought to have 
made an inviolable rule, he affumed the created 
part of it to himfelf, and had a ring made, which 
he always wore, and ufed as a feaf, on which he 


(a] 'iasti am c-|“- ysyvjfjJt^ tx r'uyx • 

furc-z; to Piui. prj’.rpt nip ger. p. Sc-5. 


was 



Rut i lius, Mallius, Confuls. 215 

was reprefented, receiving Jugurtha from the^- R ^ 6 4 6 * 
bands of Bocchus. Marius, itung to the heart by n ' ,I0 * 
thi kind of infult, never forgave it. And this 
wts the origin of that implacable hatred, which 
afterwards broke out between thofe two Romans, 

.and which coft the Commonwealth fo much 
blood. 


P. Rutilius Rufus. 

Cn. Mallius Maximus. 


A. R. 647. 
Ant.C,105. 


Marius palled the greateft part of this year ftill 
in Africa, no doubt employed in regulating his 

new conqueft. It is not cafy to fay exactly what 
thofe regulations were. But Numidia was not 
then reduced into a Roman province, and we fhall 
again fee Kings of Mafinifla’s race rife up. 

Marius was (till in Africa, when he received 
news, that he was elected Conful for the fecond 
time. The extreme danger of Italy, which was 
threatened with an invafion by the Cimbri, after 
the bloody defeat of Caepio and Mallius in Gaul, 

had made it neceflary to break through all rules 
and party interefts, to reinftate a perfon in office 
at the end of three years, who had found fo much 
difficulty to attain the ConfuKhip for the firft time, 
but who was then confidered as the foie refource 
of the Commonwealth. 

He therefore immediately returned to Italy, Marim's 
and entered Rome in triumph on the firft day he triumph. 
entered upon office, that is, on the firft of Janu-^™^ 
ary ; exhibiting a fight to the Romans, which‘* r/ ^ u 

they could fcarce believe, even when they faw it, 

Jugurtha, a captive and in chains: that formida¬ 
ble enemy, during whofe life they could not fo 
much as flatter themfelves, that they fliould lee an 
end of the war; fo united in him was valour with 
arts and ftratagems, and fo fertile was his genius 

P 4 • in 
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Aa- R c 6 ~- * n r “f° urce? > even in of the mod defpe- 

'"’rate misfortunes. His two Ions followed him in 
this mournful ceremony. It is laid, that in the 
proceffion, he appeared like a man out of his 
ienfes. He was thrown into a dungeon, where 

the goalers, in their hafte to (trip him of his fpoils, 
tore his robe to pieces, and pulled off the tips of 
his ears for the fake of the pendants he wore in 
them. He palled fix whole days in that horrid 
prilon, ftruggltng with famine, and retaining to 
the laft moment an ardent defire to livv: a fit end, 
adds Plutarch, a due reward for his atrocious 
crime. It is of good example, that fuch vile 
wretches as he, do not tfeupe the divine vengeance 
even in this life. 


Piet. in 
I*ur:o. 



Marius, either through abfer.ee of mind, or 
haughtincls, entered the Senate, after the ceremony, 
in his rube of triumph, which was without example. 
He perceived, that the whole prelence was fur- 
priz:d and fhocked at that innovation. He quitted 
the hail that inliar,r, and returned in the ufual 
habit, that is, the robe bordered with purple. 
He however had iiill on a fingle iron ring ; it was 
not till his third 
gOid one. 


Conl^ilhip, that he a Burned a 


Detached Facts. * 

\ 

Rr-. Before * I proceed to relate the war with the 
C r/-.-., p Cimbri, I lkall give fome facts a place here, which 
e.w-u IVe jj ct | e connexion with the hiftory in general, 

an i however dtlerve not to be omitted. 

Scaurus in his Ccnforfhip, which was during the 
Coniulfhip of Metcllus Numidicus and Silanus, 
fur r. i(hed a new proof of his obftinate and un- 
u-cLblc difpoiition. For his Collegue M. Drufus 

* 71 ii article of ditcchid faftt is tht Editor V. 
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being dead, he pretended, contrary to invariable 
cuftom, to continue in office, though in the like 
cafe the furviving Cenfor was obliged to abdicate. . 

But the Tribunes of the People, by threatning to 
put him in prifon, compelled him to fubmit. 

His Cenlbrffiip, though abridged in this man¬ 
ner, was however famous for works, that do him 
honour. He made a grqat highway, which began 
at Pifa, and extended acrofs part of Liguria. 

The building alfo, or at lead the rebuilding, of 
the bridge Mulvius, now called Ponte Mela, over 
the Tiber, at a fmall didance from Rome, is 
aferibed to him. 

The fame times almoft give us two examples The fon 
of the exceffes, into which vice fometimes hurries fabim 
young perfons, even of illudrious birth, and of 
the misfortunes that attend him. The fon o \ ni jk e d' an d 
Fabius Servilianus, having abandoned himfelf to after- 
the mod infamous courfe of life, his father fird ™ ardi P ut 

baniffied him into the country, and then caufed him ^ death 

1 ill n \ J 0r tn " 

to be put to death by two naves, whom he made famous 

free, in order to exempt them from enquiries. prices. 

He * was however profecuted on that account, and 

baniffied to Nocera in Campania. 

The fecond example is of-another Fabius, who The fon of 
having imitated the irregular conduct of his father FahiusJl- 
Fabius^Allobrogicus in his youth, did not follow 
his example in his amendment. He carried the^./^* 
exceffes of debauchery and extravagance to fuch Pr*t*r. 
an height, that the Praetor was forced to inter¬ 
dict him, and appoint him a keeper. Thus the 
State fupplied what paternal authority ought to 


* Romulus had given to fa¬ 
thers power of life and death 
over their children. But it 
however appears from this ex¬ 


ample and fome others , that 
the excej/ive rigour of fathers 
was fubjett to the enquiries of 
the laws and mag f rates. 
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Detached Facts. 

have done *, and the perfon (a) whom the too great 

indulgence of his father had conftituted heir of 
his fortunes, the feverity of the magiftrate difin- 
herited. 

The exaft date of thefe two fafts is not certain, 
but cannot be far from the times, of which we 
have now been fpeaking. 

I fhall give two trials a place here, that are at 
lead memorable in refped to the perfons they 
concern. The firft regards one T. Aibucius, a 
Angular man, and one who proves, that if learn¬ 
ing adorns and improves folid geniuffes, it only 
hurts little minds, or weak heads. This Aibu¬ 
cius was Greek-mad , fo much as almoft to re¬ 
nounce his mother tongue, and chofe rather to 
pafs, as the poet Lucilius reproaches him, for a 
Greek than a ib) Roman. The fame poet relates 
on what occafion he was very agreeably turned into 
ridicule upon this caprice. * Scaevola, on his 
way to his government of Afia, paffed through 
Athens. Aibucius, who was in that city, coming 
to pay his refpects to him, Scaevola faluted him 
in Greek: at the fame time his whole train, all 
his officers, even to the Lidtors, did the fame, fo 
that Aibucius heard nothing around him but the 
word Xx* 6 i ( javeyou) repeated by all that were 

(a) Quem nimia paths in- feveritas publics exhceredavit, 
dulgemia h^redem reiiquerat, Val. Max. iii. 4 . 

\b) Gnecum te (Sc<evo!a/peaks ) Albuci, quam Romanum 
atque Sabinura 

Majuifti dici. Grsce ergo prastor Athenis, 

Id quca ir.aluifii, te, quum add me accedi’, faluto. 
Xzr ;£ , inquam, Tite : liclores, turma omni\ cohorfque, 
Xa 7 r i Tite. Hinc hoflis mi Albudus, hinc inimicus. 

hue 'll, apuil Cic. 1 . de Fin. 9 . 

* This is Sesvola the Au- logue&e Amicitia, am/book I. 
"a*-, Lalius s /sn-in-lu r w, who de Oratcre. 

sne if the/pecker- in the dla- 


prefent. 
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prefent. This jeft ftung him fenfibly *, and as all 
the philofophy he had ftudied in the Greek books, 
had taught him neither more moderation, nor 
made him a greater matter of his temper, he con¬ 
ceived fo much refencment upon the occafion, that 
he refolved to be revenged. When Scsevola re¬ 
turned to Rome, he accuied him of extortion. 

But the probity of that irreproachable perfoneafily 
refuted this accufation, which turned only to the 
confufion of its author. 

He was not fo fortunate himfelf, when he was Hisvani- 
in the like cafe. Albucius was Prsetor about 
the 647th or 648th year of Rome, and being fent 
into Sardinia, he gave chace to fome wretched 
bands of robbers. After which, with as much 
pride, as if he had gained fome important vifto- 
ry, he exhibited in his province the ceremony of 
a kind of triumph. At the fame time he wrote 
to the Senate to demand, that publick thankf- 
givings fliould be decreed at Rome for the advan¬ 
tages he had gained over the people of Sardinia. 

Till then there had been no example of refufmg a 
General the like requeft. But befides that, the ex¬ 
ploits of this perfen little deferved fuch an honour, 
the vanity, with which he had crowned himfelf 
with his own hands, drew upon him a difgrace, 
wich nobody had experienced before him. He 
was rejedted ; and that was not all. On quitting 
his province, he was accufed of extortion by the 
people of Sardinia. He had evidently not learnt 
in the fchool of Epicurus, whofe opinions he fol¬ 
lowed, highly to refpedt virtue, and to prefer his 
duty to his intereft. He was condemned in con- 
fequence, and baniflied to Athens. A little ad- 
verfity does fome people much good. Albucius 
was of this number. He bore his banifhment 
more honourably, than good fortune. Me con¬ 
futed himfelf with philofophy, fometimes alfo 

amufing 
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amufing his time in compofing fatyrs after the 
manner of Lucilius. 

About the fame time Scaurus, Prince of the 
Senate, who had been Coniul and Cenfor, was 
accufed before the people by Cn. Domitius, who 
was Tribune during the third Coniulffiip of 
Marius. The matter in queflion was a very great 
crime-, but mentioned only in indefinite terms by 
the fingle author that fpeaks of it. Domitius ac¬ 
cufed Scaurus of a kind of profanation of certain 
facrifices of the Roman people, and in particular 
of thofe celebrated in honour of the Dii Penates 
[houfhold gods] of Troy, brought, as was faid, 
into Italy by ./Eneas. The accufer was very 
warm : for he had caufe of pcrfonal enmity to 
Scaurus, who had prevented him from being 
chofen to fucceed his father in the office of Augur. 
However, he had generofity enough to refufe the 
fecret memoirs, one of Scaurus’s Haves brought 
him again ft his mafter. He conceived horror 
both lor the traitor and the treafon, and lent that 
wretch back to his mafter. We have feen a like 
circumfiance of the orator L. CrafTufc in refpeft to 
Carbo. And thefe two examples give Valerius 
Maximus occafion to cry out : 4C How {a) mult 
“ juftice have been obferved in thofe days between 
t; friends, when it took place to fo great a degree 
“ between accufcrs and the accufed!” Scaurus was 
acquitted, but not without great difficulty. Of 
the thirty-five Tribes three condemned him : and 
even of thofe who favoured him, the number of 


the fuffrages for acquitting him did not much ex 

cted thole againft him. 


(<:) Quo paSo igitur inter 

amicos vigeiifs tun: juiUtiam 

creuimus, quum inter accuia- 

9 * 


tores quoque & reos tantum 
virium obticuiHe videamut! 
Val. Mux. iv. 4. 


Domitius 
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Domitius not being able to revenge himfelf on TfoTri- 
Scaurus, attacked the whole body of the publick ^ 

Priefts of Rome, whom he deprived of a very transfirs 
fine privilege. The publick Priefts, that is, the the etcaion 
Augurs and Pontiffs, were in poffeffion of# right °f Pontiffs 
to fill up the vacancies in their colleges by 
optation. The irritated Tribune caufed a law to people 
pafs, which transferred that right of election to 
the people. But as refped for religion did notCic. ii. in 
permit, that the people fhould confer the title, ^ ul g Urn ’ 
Domitius regulated that according to the cuftom 11 * 1 
already eftablifhed in refpeft to the Pontifex 
Maximus. The leaft half of the people were 
affembled, that is, feventeen tribes only, drawn 
by lot: and the perfon who had the plurality of 
fuffrages in this affembly of feventeen tribes, was 
chofen by the Pontiffs. The Tribune caufed it to 
be decreed, that the fame thing fhould be done 
in refpeft to all the other places of Pontiff and 
Augur. He was well rewarded for his trouble. 

For foon after he was elefted Pontifex Maximus 
himfelf. 
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BOOK the THIRTIETH. 


THE 

ROMAN HISTORY. 


T HIS book, to begin at the Conful (hip 

of Rutilius, contains the fpace of four¬ 
teen years, from the 647th to the 660th 
year of Rome. It contains principally the war 
with the Cimbri, the fecond revolt of the flaves 


in Sicily, the lcdition of Saturnius, the banifh- 
ment and recal of Metellus Numidicus, and feve- 


ral memorable trials. 


SECT. I. 

Of tbe Cimbri and Teutones , German nations. In- 
curficns of tbofe nations into different countries. 
I bey are attacked in Noricum by the Conful Car- 
bo , and defeat him. I bey move into the country of 
the Helvetii. I’be Ti°urini and Tugeni join 
them. They beat tbe Conful Silanus in Gaul 
Tie 7 igurini gain a great viftory over the Conful 
L. Caff us. Tbe Conful Ccepio plunders the gold 

of Touloufe. Cn . Maliius , a man of no merits 
is made Conful , and font into Gaul to fupport Cat- 
pic, Dffention between Ccepio and Maliius . Au¬ 
relius Scaurus defeated and taken by the Cimbri. 

Terrible 


CONTENTS. 

terrible defeat of the Roman armies. The Cim - 
bri refolve to march to Rome . Alarm and con- 

flernation of the Romans . Rutilius exercifes and 
difciplines the troops perfectly. Marius is defied 
Conful for the fecond time . The Cimbri fet out to¬ 
wards Spain. The marching of the Cimbri into 
Spain leaves Marius time to form his troops. Ge¬ 
nerous afiion of Marius. He digs a new canal 
for the Rhone. He is defied Conful for the third 
time . Sylla perfwades the Marfi to enter into an 
alliance with the Romans. The Cimbri are defeated 
in Spain. Marius is defied Conful for the fourth 
time. The Cimbri and Teutones feparate , and the 
Confuls alfo. Marius declines fighting with the 
Teutones . Martha , a Syrian woman , given out 
by Marius for a prophetefs. Marius refufes a 
Jingle combat. The Teutones continue their march , 

and advance towards the Alps. They are entirely 
defeated by Marius near the city of Aix . The Ro¬ 
man army prefents Marius with the fpolls > who 
caufes them to be fold at a very low price. Ma¬ 
rius , whilfi employed at a facrifice^ receives ad¬ 
vice that he is defied Conful for the fifth time. 
The Cimbri enter Italy. They force tkepafs of the 
Adige. Marius joins his army with that of Ca - 
ililus. Battle fought near Ver cell*. The Cimbri 
are entirely defeated . The news of this vifiory 
occafions incredible joy at Rome. Marius tri¬ 
umphs jointly with Cat ulus. Misfortune of Cce • 
pio. He makes himfelf agreeable to the Senate by 
a law , which reflores the adminifiration of juftice 
in part to that order. He is divefied of com¬ 
mand , and his eftate is confifcated. He 
wards excluded the Senate. He is again 
ned by the People for plundering the gold of Tou- 
loufe. Confequences of that fentence. 


; s after- 
condem- 
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Incur/ions of the CimbRI. 


7b: dm- 

bri and 
7rut ones, 
German:: k 
nations. 


T HE * Cimbri and Teutones, who made 

the Romans fuffer the bloodieft defeats, and 

before whom Rome trembled at the time of its 

greateit power, were a people, that came from 

the north of Germany, and the coafts of the 

/ * 

Baltick fca. I do not enter into the antiquity of 
thefe people, which is foreign to my fubjeft. It 
fuffices to obferve, that from the earlieft times it 


had been the cuftom of the Celtick and Germanick 


nations, to tranfplant themfelves with their wives 
and children, and to go in oueft of fettlements in 

7 w x 

remote countries. Europe and Afia were full of 
their colonies. The northern nations were always 
the terror of the fouthern. 

h'urF.orj ^hol'e °f whom we fpeak having advanced at 
of tkofi firft towards Bohemia , were repulfed by the Boii, 
nations inhabitants of the country, who dill retain that 
tyrougb They afterwards approached the Danube, 

Jar/™* w hich they pafied, and went on as far as the 

country of the Scordifci, who are placed upon the 
banks of the Save, from thence turning weft- 
ward, they entered the country of the Tauridte 
or Taurifci, which anfwers to that we now call 
Stiria. All the nations, through which we have 
juft traced the route or the Cimbri and Teutones, 
were Gauls by origin. It does not appear, that 
they either could, or would, fix in any of theie 
regions. Therefore continuing their march, thev 

C O ' j 

entered Noricum, where they made their ufual 
ravages: and it was here they firft found them- 
itlves -embroiled with the Romans. 




r • 
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■} From the name Foii, Boio- 
hen Jin was formed, which we 
cu.l Bohemia. 


This 



lncurfions of the Cimbri. 22$ 

This country, which contains very near what are 
we now underftand by the names of the Upper 
Aufiria , and the Circle of Bavaria , placed the^ Con/ul 
Cimbri at too fmall a diitance from Italy, not to Carbo, 
give the Romans jealoufy. The Conful Cn. Pa -and defeat 
pirius Carbo polled himfelf in the paiTes of the^^ 6 
Alps to intercept them. But perceiving, that the 
Barbarians feemed to have quite different defigns, 
he became bolder, and fent Deputies to afic with 
menaces, why they ravaged the territory of the 
Norici, who were the Iriends of the Romans. 

There was however no treaty fubfifting, by which 
the Romans were obliged to take upon them the 
defence of that people. The Cimbri appointed 
Ambaffadors to carry back their anfwer, which 
was conceived in very moderate terms. They 

protefted, “ that they refpefted the Roman name: 

“ That they would not attack any nation in alii- 
“ ance with Rome: That they were going to 
“ quit Noricum, and feek a fettlement in coun- 
<c tries, about which the Romans would have no 

“ reafon to concern themfelves.” The Conful 
probably taking that for fear which proceeded 
from the moderation of thefe Barbarians, who 
were more equitable than himfelf, believed it 
highly prudent to endeavour to furprize them. 

He gave their Ambaffadors guides, who conduc¬ 
ed them much round about, and marching his ar¬ 
my by fhorter ways, he advanced againft the 
Cimbri, whom he found incamped near Norcia, 
a city which Freinfibemius believes to be Goricum 
in Corinthia. His ftratagem proved unfuccdsful. 

The Barbarians, though furprized and attacked 
in the night, found refuge in their courage. The 
Conful was repulfed with lofs *, and if a great 
rain had not put an end to the battle, the Roman 
army would have been entirely cut in pieces. The 
viftors did not take any advantage of their fyc- 

Vol. IX. cels i 



226 


Gaul. 


Incurfans of the Cimbri. 

# 

cefs; and, for what reafon cannot be faid, turned 
towards Gaul and the HelvetiL 
They enter The latter, now the Swifs , far different then 
the country from what they are in thefe days, were very rich, 

according to Strabo, and had great quantities of 

"The Tigu- g°ld. But as they faw their new gueits were be- 
rini and come richer than themfelves by the plunder of fo 
lugenijan man y countries, they liked the trade, particularly 

StrS 1 iv Tigurini, (the people of Zurich) and the Tu- 
p. 193. &geni, (thofe of Zug.) The natives of thofe two 
1. vii. p. cantons joined the Cimbri: but it is hard to fix 

2 93 - the date of this junction, which might perhaps 

not have taken place, till fame years after the de¬ 
feat of Caroo, as we {ball foon fay. 

A.R 643. We lofe fight of the Cimbri for three or four 

at t h e enc [ 0 f which they appeaF again in 
aul, demanding lands of the Conful Silanus to 
fettle in *, and on that condition, offering to ferve 
the Romans in war. They were far from accept- 

The Cimbri therefore refolved 
to obtain that by force, which had been refufed 
to their requeft. They attacked the Conful, and 
gained a fecond victory over the Romans. 

A.R.64$. Two years after the Tigurni eroded the coun- 
nefigu- try nt the Allobroges, in order to join the Cim- 
^* tf bri, and defeated another Roman army, com- 
txyowr man ded by the Conful L. CafTius. That Con- 
tbeConfult ul fell in the battle himfelf, with L. Pifo, his 
L. Cajfius. Lieutenant, a perfon of Confular dignity. The 

other Lieutenant, whofe name was C. Popillius, 
could not fave the remains of this unfortunate ar¬ 
my but at the expence of its honour. Their lives 
were granted them only, upon condition of paf- 
fing under the yoke, and leaving all their baggage 
at the d i fere t ion of the enemy. Popillius, at his 
return to Rome, was accufed before the people, 
and prevented an inevitable condemnation by ba- 
nifbine; himfelf. 

So 


ing thofe offers. 


cri 


r:ni 


treat vie- 
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So .many repeated defeats wereiOnly^the prelude 
of one more horrid and bloody, which the Ro¬ 
mans foon fuftained from -.the Xa^e^jjemy, and of 
which a more particular account is cowrie down to 
us in the ancient monuments. 

The principal author of the dreadful difafter I 
am going to relate, was Servilius Caepj o } a raft, 
arrogant man, and of Rich avidly, ; that to enrich 
himfelf, peculation and [facrilege were nothing 
with him. Being Conful the year after the de- A ^ , -• 

feat of L. Caffius, and going into .Gaul again kq be Conful 
the Cimbri, he fignalized the beginning of his C<?pi 0 
military expeditions by plundering the gold of c tQU-.P l f <n ‘ iers 
\oufe , a place fo famous in the ancient world. 

The inhabitants of that city, who were before the 
allies of the Romans, having been drawn into a 
revolt by the promifes of the Cimbri, furprized 
and laid the Roman garrifon in chains. Csepio 
marched againft them, and with the affiftance of 
intelligence in the place, entered Toyloufe, and 
abandoned it to be plundered by the foldierjs. 

Nothing was fpared: all things facred and pro¬ 
fane were the prey of the troops. But the moft 
extraordinary part of the booty was an immenfe 
weight of gold taken out of the temples, and a 
lake near the place, which is faid to amount to 
at leaft the value of fifteen thonfand talents, or 

about two millions two hundred and fifty thoufand 
pounds fterling. . 

This gold, authors fay, was originally taken 
out of the temple of Delphi, and brought from 
thence to their own country by the Tedtofages, 
who accompanied Brennus in that expedition. ButPofufon. 
the moft judicious writers confider this tradition as^P u ^ 
a fable. According to them, the Gauls being p , gg j 
very rich, little additted to luxury, and extremely ’’ 
fuperftitious, confecrated treafures to their gods, 
and often depofited them in lakes and marfhe$, 

Q, 2. into 
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into wbich they threw their gold and filver in In¬ 
gots. And when the Romans became matters of 
the country, on felling or letting thefe lakes to 
particulars, it frequently happened that thofe who 
bought or farmed them, found golden bars in 

them. 

Csepio, when poffcffed of fo rich a prey, con¬ 
verted the greateft part of it to his own ufe. Very 
little of it was brought into the public treafury 
Oof. v. of Rome. And Orofius even tells us, that the 

Conful having firft fent away thefe treafures under 
a guard to Marfeilles, fecretly caufed that guard 
to be affafiinated on their way, and in that man¬ 
ner feized the whole. He was fevereiy punched, 
as we (hall fee in the fequel, for his horrid avi¬ 
dity. His whole future life was one continued 
Aul.Gell.feries of misfortunes: and all thofe who had 
hi. 9. fhared in the facrilege came to fuch miferable 

ends, that to exprefs a man fupremely unfortunate, 
it became a proverb to fay, he had Jhared in the 
gold cf Teuloufe. 

It had been a part of wifdom in the Romans 
to have recalled fuch a General after the expira¬ 
tion of his year, and to make choice, againft luch 
formidable enemies, of Confuls capable of op- 
pofing them. Regard was had neither to the one 
nor the other of thofe objcfts, at once fo impor¬ 
tant and fo ttmple. Csepio was continued in the 
command in Gaul: and as to the eleftion of the 


Confuls, the caprice of the multitude decided it. 
^ ^ f Amongft others, two candidates, who merited 
a van whole efteem and confidence of the Roman 
ofmm- -People, offered themfelves; thefe were Rutilius 
rit, is and Catukis. Rutilius was the mod virtuous citU 
cooftnCsM- of Rome, and after having ferved under Sci- 

I'rffi P*° Africanus at the fiege of Numantia in his 
GW.-? youth, he had formed himfelf entirely in the arc 


ivtprt 

Cjf 1 10 . 


military under Metellus Numidicus, whofe Lieu¬ 
tenant 
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Rutilius. Mallius, Confuls. 

I ' * 

tenant-General he had been with Marius. Catu- 

Jus was infinitely deferving in every refpefi, and 
we ffiall fee him in the fequel ffiare the glory of 
the lalt vifiory over the Cimbri with Marius. 
Rutilius was afiually defied Conful; but a per- 
fon was preferred to Catulus, whom Cicero de- 
fcribes in four words, that he was not only ( a ) of 
mean birth, but had neither merit, genius, nor mo¬ 
rals. .His name was Cn. Mallius. And as if 
chance had been of intelligence with the caprice of 
the multitude, of the two provinces allotted to 
the Confuls, the one in Italy, the other in Gaul, 

Rutilius had the firft; and the fecond, which re¬ 
lated to the Cimbri, fell to Mallius, who was ac¬ 
cordingly fent into Gaul with a new army to 
fupport Caspio. Thus of the two armies fent by 
the Romans againft the Cimbri, the one had a 
ralh man at its head, and the other one of no ca- 
parity. And, to compleat the misfortune, difcord 
tirofe between them. 

P. Rutilius. a. r . e 47 . 

Cn Mallius. Ant.0,105. 

Never had union between Generals been more Di/enfio 
neceffary than in the prefent conjunfiure of thtbetween 
Roman affairs: but never were Generals fo 
fuited to them. Caepio was proud and contempt luu 
tuous: and Mallius was unfortunately too worthy 
of contempt. He was however Confyl in office, 
and in that quality had a right to take place. But 
che Proconful regarding only the unworthinefs of 
the perfon, and not the authority of his office, 
would do nothing in concert with him. He pre¬ 
tended, that his was a feparate province, and 
placed the Rhone between him and the Conful. 

M'Non folum ignobilem, verum fine virtute, fine ingenio, 
vita etiam contempta h fordida. Cic. pro Plane . n. 12. 

Q. 3 This 
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Rutil ius, Mallius; Confute. 

• This was the word condudt he could' ha vt 
‘chofen: and be had foon reafon to be convinced of 
it. M. Aurelius Scaurus, a perfon of Confular 
dignity, and one of the Conful’s Lieutenants, was 
defeated by the Barbarians, with a confiderable 
detachment, which he commanded, and remained 
prifoner in the hands of the victors. Immediately 
after this blow, the Conful fent to defire Cspio to 

join him- affoon as poffible with his army. The 
latter brutally anfwered, that each of them ought 
to keep within his own province for the defence of 
it. But foon after,, fear left the Conful fhould 
have afl the-glory of the vidlory, which he confi- 
deren- as certain, induced him to change his opini¬ 
on. He therefore approached the Conful, but did 
■not incamp in the fame place, and had no com¬ 
munication with him. He placed his camp be¬ 
tween tlie army of Mallius, and that of the Cim- 
briy in order to be ready to attack the enemy firft, 
and not to divide with any one the glory of their 
defeat. 

When the Cimbri were apprized of the junc¬ 
tion of the two Roman armies* fuppofing. it the 
effect of a reconliation, for they had been in¬ 
formed of the difcord that prevailed between the 

Generals, they fent Deputies to the Rorhans to 

treat of peace. Caepio, into whofe camp they 
firft entered, feeing that it was not to him, but to 
the Conlul, they had orders to addrefs themfelves, 
conceived a mean and ridiculous jealoufy of it, 
and tar from giving them pacifick language, was 
very near ordering them to be put to death. 

This violent manner of treating the Deputies^ 
was extremely condemned in his camp. What 
fatal conlequences the diffenfton of the Generals' 
might have, were perceived; and it was appre¬ 
hended, that it might occafion the entire deftruc- 
tbn of the two armies. Such ftrong remon- 

ftrances 
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{trances were made in confequence to Csepio, that A * R - 64 7 
he repaired, in a manner through force and a- u * t05, 
gainft his will, to the Conful’s camp. The coun¬ 
cil of war was affembled, to deliberate upon the 
meafures it was proper to take. Nothing was 
concluded in it. The whole time patted, on both 
fides, in difputes, reproaches, and grofs affronts. 

The two Geaerals parted more embroiled than 
eyer. 

So wretched a conduct had the deferved iffue, Horridde- 
and drew upon the Romans the rpoft horrible de-Mtoftht 
feat they had ever fuftained. No particulars oP™ 0 
this bloody aftion are come down to us. We wm> 
even do not know e^adtly the place where it hap-Liv. Epit. 
pened ; which we may however conjecture not to 6 7- 
have been far from Orange, We are only told by v# 
fome abridgers, that the (laughter was dreadful, 
and almoft incredible. The two armies were en¬ 
tirely cut to pieces, and both camps were taken. 

The number of the (lain is faid to have amounted 
to fourfeore thoufand foldiers, as well Romans as 
allies, in which are included two fons of the Con- 
iul, and forty thoufand fervants and followers of 
the army. Some affirm, that only ten perfons 
efcaped to carry the news of the (laughter. The 
Cimbri before the battle had made a vow, which 
was common enough in thofe days with the Gauls 
and Germans, to lacrifice to the gods, and to 
deftroy, all that fhould fall into their hands. They 
punctually performed this barbarous vow. The 
gold and filver were caft: into the Rhone; the 
baggage was torn in pieces *, the arms, cuiraffes, 
and bridles, were broken *, the horfes were drown¬ 
ed, and the men hanged upon trees. The famous 
Sertorius, who was then very young, and ferved 
in Csepio’s army, had lufficient ftrength and cou¬ 
rage to fwim over the Rhone, armed as he was 

with his cuirafs and buckler. 

♦ « 
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*;• R ; 6 ;;* Eutropius and Orofius mention four nations, who' 

.~'Tnared in this victory; the Cimbri, Tetitones, Ti- 

gurini, and Ambrones. Plutarch aicribes the 
principal glory of it to the lad, who appear to 
have been one of the Swifs Cantons. He fpeaks 
of them, as of the braved and mod terrible of 

php 
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whole allied army, 
land in number. 


They were thirty thou- 


‘ Cir: 


r.rri 


After fo great a viftory, they deliberated on 
rifilv't* the neceflary means for improving their ad van- 


rrturcb to 
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tige. 




They were not divided in opinion. It was 
agreed, that it was not proper to give the enemy 

time to look about them. The Barbarians, hav- 

* 

ing fo eafily defeated thofe they had attacked, re- 
folved net to dop, nor fettle any where, till they 
had ruined Rome, and ravaged all Italy. They 
were however previously for confulting Aurelius 
urns,* whom they had taken in the fird battle. 
They cauled him to be brought into the alfem- 
biy, to which, according to the cuftom of the 
nation, they repaired compleatly armed. The 
chains, which he had on his hands and feet, did 
not bind his tongue. Being afked his thoughts 
concerning their defign to pals the Alps, in order 
to march againd Rome, he endeavoured to divert 
them from it, as from a chimerical and impra&i- 
cablc project ; exalting the power and greatnefs of 
the Romans, which no human force was capable 
of fubtnling. Boiorix, one of the Kings of that 
nation, a young and violent Prince, could not 
hear a captive continue fpeaking with fo much 
freedom and boldnefs, and thruft his lword thro’ 
him. 

It is not eafy to conceive the alarm and confter- 

/i.nrm n-i , . , J . 

n fttrr.a- nation, which lo terrible a lois occafioned at 
thi of ib. Rome, that threatened dill more dangerous con- 
Lbrxu -j. j c q U encrt/“ A dreadful cloud of Barbarians were 

at the very gates of Italy, three hundred thou land 

men 
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men bearing arms, and followed by their wives ^^47* 
and children, not fq much to make war againft ’ ,I0S ' 
Italy, as to fubjeit it entirely, fettle in its cities, 
poffefs its lands, and extirpate moft of its in¬ 
habitants. Fame from the beginning had fpread 
terrible things of their ftrength,' great ftature, and 
valour, or rather ferocity, that bore down and 
ravaged all before them like an impetuous torrent, 
and the effefts {till exceeded all that report had 
hitherto faid of them. 

'the fjrft thing done was to recal Caepio, who 
had not been afhamed to furvive a difafter, of 
which himfelf had been the principal caufe. I 
fhall make the different fentences palled upon him 
a feparate article in the fequel. As to the Conful 
Mallius, nothing more is faid of him in hiftory. 

Rutilius his Collegue was appointed to make new Rutilius 
levies for oppofing the Barbarians, and he per-'**™/" 
fedly acquitted himfelf of that commiffion. JF or VitJ'/hi] 
he not only raifed foldiers, but exercifed them,/ 0 ^^. 
with infinite care. He even introduced the cuftpm .fealj. 
unknown ’ before, of giving them matters, to 
teach them to fence, in order that they might 
be capable of uniting addrefs with courage on oc- 
cafion. For this purpofe he employed the matters 
of the gladiators; thereby converting an art, that 
had hitherto been deftined only to the inhuman 
diverfion Of the multitude, to the utility of the 
Commonwealth. This practice was adopted by 
fucceeding Generals: and in later times, mention 
is made of thefe fencing-matters for the foldiery, 
under the name of Camp doftores. The good 
difcipline eftablifhed by Rutilius in his army, may 
alfo be judged from the condu& he obferved in 
refpeit to his own fon. Inftead of keeping him 
about his own perfon, with greater conveniences 
and diftinftion, he made him only a private legio¬ 
nary foldier; in order that he might form him- 

fclf 
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A.R. 6 4 7.f c jf for commanding by learning to obey in the, 
Ant ’ ’ I05 ‘loweft rank of military life. It was in this man¬ 
ner, that Rutilius prepared foldiers for Marius, 
and conquerors for the Cimbri. For it was this 
army, that Marius, when appointed to a&againft 
the Cimbri, chofe, in preference to that, with, 
which himfelf had conquered Jugurtha. 

Marius is ^ ave a teeady faid, that Marius, whilft ftill 

ekaU in Africa, and only three years after he had been 
Conful for elected Conful for the firft time, was again raifecf 

t0 ^ at ^* u P rerne though it was not the 

cuftom to eledt an abfent perfon, and the laws 
required an interval of ten years between a firft 
and fecond Confulfhip. But on this occafion the 
publick utility took place of cuftom and the laws. 
F. Flavius Fimbria was given him for his Col¬ 
logue. 


A.R. 64S. 

Aat.C. 104. 


C. Marius II. 

C. Flavius Fimbria. 


The Cim 

bri turn 

towards 

Spain. 


The Romans, always wife in adverfity, had at 
laft taken the moft effeftual meafures againft the 
ftorm that threatened them. But thofe meafures 
would perhaps have been too late, if Providence, 
that was watchful tor the prefervation of Rome, 
and which had deftined that city to be the capital, 
and miftrefs of the univerfe, had not taken care 
early to remove the danger. The time was not 
yet come, when the Roman empire was to be the 
prey of Barbarians. We left the Cimbri in the 
refolution of marching againft Rome: and if they 
had immediately put that relblution in practice, 

every thing was to be feared. But, without any 
known reafon, they turned their backs upon Italy, 
and after having ravaged the whole country be¬ 
tween the Rhone and the Pyrenees, they entered 
Spain. The Romans in confeque.nce had time to 

recover 
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recover from their terror, and Marius to exercife^R. 643, 
and form his foldiers, to enure them to labour, to n ‘ ,I04 * 
exalt and confirm their courage, and above all to 
make himfelf acquainted with them, and to ac- 
cuftom them to his difcipline. For inftead of the p l ut - 
indulgence and lenity afcribed to him by Salluft Mar * 
in refpeft to the troops of Numidia, as we have 
feen, Plutarch defcribes him here as very rigid 
with regard to thofe now under his command. 

“ His rough and fierce demeanour, fays he* 

44 which they could not endure at firft, and his 
44 inflexible aufterity in punifhing, t affoon as they 
4 ‘ were accuftomed to rule and obedience, feemed 
not only juft, but falutary. They grew familiar 
with all that was terrible in him •, the fliarpnefs 
of his 


cc 


cc 


cc 


anger, the amazing roughnefs of his 
44 voice, the haughtinefs of his looks, and the 
44 ftern air of his countenance *, and conceived 
all this ought not to give them, but his enemies, 

44 Gerror.” 

An affion of juftice and equity much con- 
ciliated every body in his favour. His nephew C.aaion of 
Lufius, who ferved under him as a legionary^™"* 
Tribune, an officer of corrupt manners, having at u * 1 1 ’ 
different times 11 fed great folicitations to debauch 
a young foldier under his command, and finding 
him always inflexible, had at length recourfe to 
violence, (a) The foldier, chufing rather to ex- 
pofe himfelf to the danger of death, than to con- 
fent to fuch an infamous crime, ran Lufius thro* 
with his fword. He was cited before Marius, as 
deferving death for killing his officer. When that 
General had heard what had paffed from the 
foldier’s own mouth, for nobody had dared to take 


('a) Interfe&usab eo eft cu" Atque hunc ille vir fumraas 
vim afferebat. Face re enim [Marius] fcelere folutum, pe- 
probus adolefcens periculose, riculo liberavit. Cic. pro Mil. 
quam perpeti turpiier maluit. 18. 
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S f* u P° n ^ defence, and had been allured by 
* the evidence of fome witneffes, that Lufius more 
than once had made the young man infamous pro- 
polals, he caufed one of the crowns, ufually given 
as a reward of the moft glorious a&ions, to be 
brought, and crowned the foldier with it himfelf, 
exhorting him always to retain the fame fend- 
rnents of probity and honour. 

This was however not a year of entire leifure 
to the Romans in refpeft to military expeditions. 
But the accounts of them come down to us are fo 
little circumftaatial, that all we know of them is. 
Plat, b that Sylla, who was then Marius’s Lieutenant, 

beat theTe&ofages, a people on the banks of the 
Garonne, of whom we have fpoke before, and took 
their General Copillus prifoner. 

Nnu ca- I think we may aferibe to this or the enfuing 
°f ^year the new canal of the Rhone made by Marius, 
m 2 *fy t h° u g* 1 Plutarch does not lpeak of it till his fourth 
Marias. Conlulffiip. Such a work feems to agree witlvthe 

' leifure the Barbarians gave him at firft. As he had 
moft of his provifions from the fea by the Rhone, 

he obferved, that the entrance of that river was 
difficult, becaufe the mouths of it were full of 
mud, and vaft quantities of fand, brought thither 
by the fea. He therefore caufcd a new canal to be 
dug by his foldiers, which beginning at the Rhone 
below Arles, croffed the plain of Crau, as far as 
the village of Foz, the name of which is a monu¬ 
ment fubfifting of that ancient work, which the 
Romans called Fojfa ALariana , and which probably 
ended at the tower of Bouc orEmbouc. After 
the viftory, Marius abandoned the canal to the 
Maffvlii, (people of Alarfeilles) in reward for their 
good and faithful fervices. That people drew a 
eonfiderable revenue from it during fome time. 
But it has been again filled up with fand for many 
ages. Honorius Bouche, in his chorography of 

5 Provence, 
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Provence, fays, that the Galejon is a remainder ^ M. 
of it. • This is a lake, which empties itfelf into the nt,c ‘ I04< 
fea, and formerly communicated with the Rhone 
by a canal called Bras wort: for fourfcore years 
paft it has been fhut up with large palifades. 

The time for ele&ing new Confuls being arrived, Marias is 
every body were again inclined in favour r 

Marius. The Barbarians were expected, and the t bt third 
Romans feemed determined to fight thofe terrible time. 
enemies only under his command, and with him 1° 
at their head. He was accordingly eletted 
Conful by the people for the third time, and the 
Senate again decreed the province of Gaul to him, 
contrary to cuftom, and without drawing lots; 

and that .with the advice of Scaurus, the Metelli, 

and all the Nobility. In great dangers the in- 
tereft of the pyblick- prevailed over private re- 
Tenement. 


Mar. 


C. Marius III. 

L. Aurelius Orestes. 


A. R, 649. 
Ant.C. 105. „ 


The Cimbri did not return fo foon as was Sylla en- 
expefted, and Marius’s third Confullhip palled 
without any confiderable event. Sylla however , A 

. , 3 , . . T7 r , enter into 

acquired new glory in it. He lerved this year as a ona lliance 

Jegionary Tribune, and brought over the numerous wtb the 
nation of the Marfi to the Romans, who mult have^ ow *'"* 
been a German people in alliance with the Cimbri, 
ana other Barbarians. 

Sylla’s glory, which continually increafed, gave 
Marius ftill more and more jealoufy. Seeing 
therefore that that General fullered him with pain, 
gave him no longer any honourable commiffions, 
and on the contrary oppofed his advancement on 
all occafions, he quitted him, and attached him- 
felf to Catulus, who the following year was elected 
Marius’s Collegue in the Con fulfil ip. 


The 



Marius, Aurelius, Confuls. 

a . r . 649. The Cimbri were not fuccefsful in their ex- 
Tbfch?- pedition in Spain. The Celtiberians defeated them. 
briare di~ But their lofs could not have been confiderable. 
feated in They returned to join the Teutones, and pre- 

Lw^Epit P arcc ^ ac t0 attac k Italy with their whole 

force. 



Marim is Before the Barbarians were rejoined, Marius was 
ekaed elected Conful for the fourth time. His CoUegue 

Corfu!for l. Aurelius being dead, he was obliged to go to 
t tw / <Mrt ^ Rome to prefide in the affemblies, leaving his 

army under the command of Manius Aquilius. 
Many perfons of great merit flood for the 
Confulfhip: butSatumius, Tribune of the people, 
of whom we {hall foon have occafion to fpeak 
largely, having been gained by Marius, en¬ 
deavoured in all his harangues to induce the 
People to eledi him Conful for the fourth time. 
As Marius affedted difficulty, and declared, that 
he could accept that office no more, Saturnius, 
affuming a tone of reproach and indignation, called 
him traitor to his country, for refufing the com¬ 
mand of the army in fo preffing a danger. Every 
body perceived the game they played, or rather 
comedy, in which Marius adted the moft un¬ 
worthy part in the world for a man of honour, 
and the moft capable of drawing univerfal con¬ 
tempt upon himfelf. But there was oceafton for 
a General of experience and reputation. Marius 
was accordingly eledted Conful for the fourth 
time, and the fame Catulus was given him for 
Collegue, to whom Cn. Mallius had been preferred 
three years before. He was, as we have.faid 
before, a man ot true merit, and had abundance 
of credit with the Nobility, without being dif- 
agreeable to the People, 


C. Ma- 
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C. Marius IV*. 

Lutatius Ca-tulus. 


A. R. 650. 
AntiC. 102: 


The Confuls, who had prepared every things C/«- 
for taking the field, fet out from “Rome, afToon as 
they received advice,' that the Barbarians were Qn j 
upon their march. The latter, having divided the Con- 
their troops, advanced by two different routes .fulsalfo. 
The Cimbri took theirs through Noricum, (Ba¬ 
varia and Tiro!) to enter Italygby the Trentine. 

The Teutones and Ambrones propofed eroding the 
Roman province of Gaul, (Dauphine and Pro¬ 
vince) and to turn off* through Liguria. The 
Confuls, upon this news, feparated alfo. Catulus 
pofted himfelf on the fide of the Norican Alps, 
to wait there for the Cimbri; and * Marius moved 
to incamp at the confluence of the Kara and the 
Rhone, to oppofe the Teutones and Ambrones. 

The Cimbri had a long march, and nothing is Marivide* 
Laid of them till the approaching year. But the f j^. 
Teutones were Toon in view of Marius. Their^f,^, 
troops were innumerable, and occupied a great tones. 
extent of country. They raifed cries, or rather 
bowlings, capable of ftriking with terror, and 
every day offered Marius battle, with great infiilts, 
and reproaching him with abjett cowardice. All 
their infults and bravadoes did not move him. 

He kept clofe within his camp, folely intent for 
the prefent upon checking the ardour of his 
troops, who exprefied incredible defire and im¬ 
patience to come to blows with the enemy. To 
accuftom them to fuftain the terrible afpeft of the 
Barbarians, and their brutal and favage tone of 


* Tbe ex aft date of all thefe 
movements cf tbe Barbarians 
and Confuls is not certain. It 
is hard to fay whether they are 


to be aferibed to the beginning 
or middle of tbe campaign. Wt 
only relate fa£ts in the grofs, 
having no more of them . 

voice, 
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a. r. 650, vo ] ce he fent different bodies of his army, one 

Ant« C* 102 t 1 • 1 /+ 1 • 

after another, to the mtrenchments or his camp, 
and made them ftay there a confiderable time ; 
convinced, that novelty adds much to objedts 
though terrible in themfeives, and on the con¬ 
trary, that habit makes die moft hideous things 
familiar. 

Martha , It was not without pain, that they faw them- 
a Syrian felves kept in inadion, confidering thefe long 

delays as reproaches of cowardice. In order to 

^Marius them, he faid he did not ad in this manner 
/?r a pro- through a diftruft of their courage, but that in 
ponefi. confequence of fome oracles from the gods, he 

waited the occafion and place favourable for 
victory. For he carried every where with him a 
Syrian woman, called Martha , who paffed for a 
great prophetefs. She was carried about in a litter 
with great honours and refped \ and he took the 
order for the facrifices from her. She wore a large 
purple mantle faftened with clafps, and carried a 
pike in her hand wrapt round with wreaths and 
bunches of flowers. The ftupid* multitude, who 
would Icarce fubmit to the authority of fo great 
a General-as Marius, fuffered themfeives to be 
governed by a female foothfayer. 

Marius One of the officers of the Teutones, remarkable 


re f u J** a for the greatnefs of his ftature, and the glitter of 
follt com- h; s arms? challenged Marius to a Angle combat. 

The Conful anfwered. That if be had fo great a 
defire to die , be might go and hang bmfelf. Marius 
knew too well, that it is not for the glory of 
a General to pique himfelf upon the bravery of 
a foldier. 


TheTeu- The Teutones foon grew weary of repofe, for 
tfue ,^r which they were not made. They endeavoured 


march, to force Marius in his camp: but being over- 
andad- whelmed with a fhower of darts, and having loft 


towards S reat numbers of men, they refolved to continue 
U °Aips. their 
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their march, affuring themfelves, that they ffiouiCi^ n R, c 6 ^ 
crofs the Alps without difficulty or oppofition. 
Accordingly they fet forwards, and in a manner 
paffed in review before the Roman camp. Their 
dreadful numbers were then known better than 
ever* from the length of time their march conti¬ 
nued : for they were fix whole days filing off be¬ 
fore Marius’s intrenchments in continual motion. 

As they paffed very near the Romans, they alked 
them fneeringly, Whether they had any news to fend 
their wives ? that they Jhould foon be capable to give 
them an account of their hujbands . 

When the Barbarians were entirely paffed, and Tbfy are 
a little advanced on their way, Marius decamped * nttrc k'jf- 
and followed them in the rear, always potting 
himfelf near them,, and chufing places ftrong by ,, e «r t'-e 
nature, and intrenching, that he might have no- city of Aix. 
thing to fear in the night. The Barbarians, who 
continued moving on, came to the city of Aix, 
from whence they were not far from the Alps. 

They fixed their camp here near a little river. 

This was probably the river Arc, which runs a 
quarter of a league from Aix. Marius refolved 
to give them battle here* and pofted himfelf in a 
very advantageous place but where it was not 
eafy to get water, (a) It is not known, fays Plu¬ 
tarch, whether he did this exprefsly, to enliven 
the courage of his troops, by laying them under 
the neceffity of going to fetch it at the little river 
in fight of the Barbarians; or whether his ability 
gave the fault he had committed a turn to the ad¬ 
vantage of his army. However that were, it is 
certain, this circumftance occafioned the viftory. 

When the foldiers complained of wanting water, 

(*) Confuko-ne id egerit te neceflitate aufta virtus, 

Tmperator, an errorem in con- caufa Victoria fuit. Flor. iiiv 
itlium verteric, dubium: cer- 3. 

Vol. IX. R 


the 
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a r. 650. the Conful pointing to the little river, cried out, 

I0 " Therms water before you ; but you muft pay blood for 
it. On thefe words all railing their cries, replied. 
Lead us then againft the enemy^ wbiljl cur blood is 
not exbaujled and dryed up by tbirfi. Marius re- 
fufed, telling them they muft firft fortify their 
camp. In this he followed the ancient maxim of 
the Romans, as we have obferved in our account 
of the condud of P. iEmilius in the war with Per- 
feus. The foldiers obeyed, and fell to work up¬ 
on their intrenchments: and in the mean time the 
fervants, having armed themfelves as they could, 
went to bring in water. The Barbarians were in- 
camped on the other fide of the river. 

At firft only a fmall number of the enemy at¬ 
tacked thefe Roman fervants *, for it .was exadly 
the hour, when fome were at dinner after bathing, 
and others were (till in the baths * the place 
abounding with fprings of hot water. It was no 
longer in Marius’s power to keep in his foldiers, 
who were in great fear for their fervants. Befides 
which, the Ambrones, who were the beft troops 
of the enemy, rofe on a fudden, and ran to their 
arms. Their bodies were full and heavy with 
the good cheer they had made: but their refolu- 
tion was the greater in effed; and being in higher 
fpirits from the wine they had drank, they ad¬ 
vanced not like Barbarians, and with furious emo¬ 
tions, but in good order, ftriking their arms in 
time, and with great cries repeating their own 
name, Ambrones , Ambrones , either to encourage 
one another, or to terrify their enemies, by letting 
them know whom they had to deal with. It ac¬ 
cidently happened, that the Ligurians marched 
at the head of the Roman army. Now the fame 
name, Ambrones , was anciently that of their na¬ 
tion : They therefore immediately began to re¬ 
peat it on their fide, fo that the field refounded 

with 
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with it from both armies. The Ambrones had A * R - *$<>• 
the river to pafs, which broke their order. 
fore they could draw up again, the Ligurians' 
charged their front with great fury, and began 
the battle. The Romans came on at the fame 
time, and from the advantageous poftsthey occu¬ 
pied, fell fo rudely on the Barbarians, that they 
bore them down before them. Mod of them were 
either killed, or crowded each other into the ri¬ 
ver, which was foon filled with blood and dead 
bodies. The Romans purfued thofe who fled, 
pafling 'the river with them, and pulhed them 
quite to their camp. 

But here a new kind of enemies prefented them- 
felves againft both Tides. The wives of the Am¬ 
brones came out againft: them with fwords and 
axes, gnalhing their teeth with rage and grief, and 
difeharged their fury equally on thofe who fled, 
and their purfuers; upon their hufbands, whom 
they called traitors, and upon the enemy. They 
threw themfelves into the midft of the prefs, feized 
the fwords of the Romans with their naked hands, 
tore their fiiields from them, received wounds, 
faw themfelves cut to pieces without being difeou- 
raged, and to their laft breath (hewed a truly in¬ 
vincible fpirit. The Romans went no farcher, 
and being ftopt either through the boldnefs of 
thefe women, or the coming on of night, after 
having cut mod of the Ambrones to pieces, they 
retired. 

Their army was not heard to refound with fongs 
of viftory, as was natural after fuch great fuccefs. 

They paffed the whole night in terror and anxiety: 
for their camp was neither fecure, nor intrenched. 

The greateft part of the Barbarians had not fought :• 
but their grief was not lefs than that of the Am¬ 
brones, who had efcaped the (laughter. During 
the night they all raifed dreadful cries, which did 
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* not feem like the cries and groans of men, but 

* like the roaring and howling of beads. Marius 
expe&ed to be attacked every moment, and ex¬ 
tremely apprehended the tumult and diforder of 
an action, that was to pafs in the night. The 
Barbarians did not ftir that night, nor the next 
day j but pafled that whole interval in preparing 
for a battle. 

In the mean time Marius knowing, that be¬ 
yond the camp of the Barbarians, were hollow 
ways covered with wood, he fent Marcellus thi¬ 
ther with three thoufand foot, to lie in ambufh, 
and to take the enemy in the rear, affoon as the 
battle began. The reft he ordered to refrefh them- 
felves with food and repofe. At day-break next 
morning he drew them up in battle upon the emi¬ 
nence before his camp, and made his cavalry ad¬ 
vance into the plain. The Teutones did not flay 
till the Roman infantry alfo came down, in order 
to fight it with equal advantage as to the ground ; 
but tranlported with rage, they took their arms, 
and ran on to attack it on the eminence. Marius 
fent principal officers on all fides, to order his 
troops to wait for the enemy without moving, and 
affoon as they fhould advance within length, to 
diicharge their darts, to draw their fwords, and 
puffi them back with their fhields: for the place 
being a declivity, he thought with reafon, that 
the ffrokes given by the Barbarians would neither 
have force, nor their clofe order be maintained, 
as they would totter, and have no firm footing, 
in effefi of the defcent and unevennefs of the 
ground. 

ij 

He did not content himfclf with giving thefe 
orders: but he added his own example, being ac- 
cudomed to fight in perfon as well as to com¬ 
mand. The Romans accordingly facing the Bar¬ 
barians, and flopping them fhort as they endea¬ 
voured 


* 
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voured to afcend, the latter were prefled and ob- A R - > 6 so- 
liged to give way by degrees, and to regain the Ant,c * 102 * 
lower ground. The firft battalions began to rally 
and draw up in battle ; but thofe' behind were in 
confufion and diforder. For Marcellus, intent 
upon all that pafled, on the firft cries of the charge, 
which refounded as far as the adjacent hills, under 
which he lay in ambufh, had feized that moment 
for fetting out, and had fallen impetuoufly with great 
cries upon the latter in the rear, cutting them to 
pieces. Thefe, pulhed with fuch fury, carried 
the diforder with them into the ranks in front. In 
an inftant their whole army was in confufion. 

They could not long fuftain lo vigorous an attack 
before and behind, and quitted their order and 
fled. * The Romans purfued them, and killed and 
took above an hundred thoufand, The Epitome 
of Livy fays, that there were two hundred thou¬ 
fand killed, and ninety thoufand made prifoners: 
which feems incredible. 

The fpoils taken were immcnfe: and the whole W* 
army unanimoufly made Marius a prefent of *'* 77arm i 
them: that prefent, great and magnificent as it ^ 
was, feemed ftill below the fervice he had done Ufa, ; W| 
on fo dangerous an occafion. He made a mofl wbocau/es 
generous ufe of it; and defiring to reward fuch^^j* 
brave troops, he caufed this booty to be fold to ^ 
them at a very low price ; chufing rather to act in low price. 
that manner than to give it them as a mere dona- ^ ir j d a P* 
tion ; no doubt that he might not feem to let lit¬ 
tle value on the prefent they had made him ; and 
befides, that his liberality, not feeming without 
advantage to himfelf, might not give thofe pain, 
who had the benefit of it. This conduct acqui¬ 
red Marius the univerfal efteem in the higheft 
degree poffible ; and the Great united in applaud¬ 
ing him with the people. 
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A * 6 5 °- As to the arms taken from the Barbarians, Ma- 

icz# 7 

Marius”' rius, immediately after the battle, chofe out the 
employeiat richeft and lead damaged of them, and fuch as 
a J jcri f ce were’ fitted to adorn his triumph. Thefe he fee 

apart, and having caufed all the reft to be laid up- 
tbotbehasOn a great pile, he made a magnificent facrifice of 
beenehacd them to the gods. His whole army was drawn 

around this pile, crowned with lawrel, and 
tce10 himfelf in a robe of ftate, attended in the mod 

auguft: manner, took a lighted torch, and lifting 
it up towards heaven with both his hands, he was 
going to fet fire to the pile, when couriers ap¬ 
peared riding full fpeed towards him. 

When they were near Marius, they difmounted, 
and running to falute him, declared that he was 
Conful for the fifth time, and delivered him let¬ 
ters that notified his eledtion. This was a new 
fubjedi of joy: and the-whole army, to teftify the 
pleafure it gave them, raifed great cries, which 
they accompanied with the warlike clafhing of 
their arms *, and all the officers adorned the head 
of Marius with new crowns. At this moment, 
he fet fire to the pile, and com pleated the fa¬ 
crifice. 


A.£. 651. 
Jlnt. C.ici. 


The Cist - 

bri enter 

Italy, 


C. Marius V. 

M. Aquillius. 

The Conful Aquillius was fent into Sicily againfl: 
the revolted flaves. We fhall fpeak of that war 
after we have made an end of what regards fhat 
of the Cimbri. Marius marched againfl thofe 

Barbarians, to com pleat what he had fo glorioufiy 
began: and Catulus was alfo continued in command 
with the title of Proconful.- 

The Cimbri were at length arrived near the 
Alps on the fide of the Trentine, and were pre¬ 
paring to enter Italy. Catulus, who had at firft: 

feized 
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feized the eminences to ftop the Barbarians there, ^ 
apprehended, that being obliged to divide his 
army into many pofts, he ihould be too much 
weakened in effedt. He therefore refolved to 


move down into Italy, placed the Athefis (the 
Adige) in his front, and formed two camps on 
the banks of that river to defend the pafs, the 
greateft on this fide, and the other on that where 
the Cimbri arrived: and for the communication of 


thefe two camps, he threw a bridge over the 
Adige, which enabled him to fend aid wherever 
the enemy might attack his troops. Thofe Bar¬ 
barians had the Romans in fuch contempt, and 
were fo full of fenfelefs arrogance, that only to 
fhew their flrength and boldnefs, without any ufe 
or neceffity, they expofed themfelves naked to the 
fnow, climbed up to the tops of the mountains 
acrofs heaps of ice and fnow, and when they were 
got up, put their bucklers under them, and in 
that manner abandoned themfelves to the declivity 
of thofe mountains, Aiding down the rocks, 
which were extremely deep, and had terrible bogs 
and abyffes at their bottoms. 

At length, after having incamped near the Ro¬ 
mans, and founded the river, when they found 
they could not pafs, they undertook to fill it 
up; and rooting up the largeft trees, loofening 
enormous pieces of the rocks, and breaking down 
great maffes of earth, they threw them into the 
river, and thereby dammed up its courfe. And 
in order to loofen the piles, which ferved as a 
foundation for the bridge of the Romans, they 
threw things of great weight into the river, which 
being rapidly carried away by the current, ftruck 
rudely againlt the bridge, and Ihook it in fo vio¬ 
lent a manner, that it could not long refift 


them. 
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a. r. 6n. Moft of the Roman foldiers were feized with 

fuch terror from thefe efforts of the enemy, that 
they abandoned the great camp, and retired. Ca¬ 
tulus on this occafion acted with a conduct, that 
Plutarch prailes •, but which is however fufcepti- 
ble of a conftruction not much in his favour. See¬ 
ing that he could not prevent his people from Hy¬ 
ing, he pir himfelf at their head,- in order to 
fave the honour or the nation, and that it might 
not be laid, the Romans had lied before the Cim- 
bri, but might rather feem to have followed their 
General. Catulus here then facrificed his own 
slorv to the honour of the Roman name : and 

w * 

would merit praiie, if he could have done no 
better But it would certainlv have been of more 
coniequence, to have reanimated his troops, than 
to have laved their honour in fo precarious a 
manner: and I do not believe, that Marius on 
the like occafion would have been willing to de- 
fl-rv^* the ]:ke prsife. Aid indeed Plutarch fays 
elk where, that Catulus was no great warrior. 

1 hole who were in the little camp on the other 
fide of the river, though more ex poled, fhewed 
more refolution. They defended themfelves with 
fo much vigour, that me Barbarians, admiring their 
valour, permitted them to ietre.it, by granting 
them ar# honourable capitulation. The Centurion 
Petreius cid more. As the legion, in which he 
was Captain, was fur rounded, he exhorted it to 
open themfelves a way through the enemy’s camp. 
The Tribune, who commanded in chief, wave¬ 
red. Petreius killed him with his own hands, 
put himfelf at the head of the legion, and extri¬ 
cated it out of danger. So brave an action was 
rewarded with the crown * Obfidicnaiis \ a more 

* ‘Tb s cro~.cn zc .7j made of turf ‘ and zvas given by the foldiers 
fbent e* ~es, zib: bad been extricated cut of danger , to their leader. 
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diftinguifhed honour, as he was the firft Centurion, R * 6 s j * 

1 ■ 1 j 1 j 7 Ant.C. xo*. 

to whom it had ever been granted. 

I muft not omit here the fad fate of Scaurus’s 
fon. That young man, who ferved in the Cavalry, 
loft courage on the fight of danger, and fled. 

When he returned to Rome, his father, whofe 
feverity rofe to cruelty, having forbade him to 
appear in his prefence, he was lb ftruck with fhame 
and confufion, that he killed himfelf. 

The Barbarians, who were now matters of the 
flat country, ravaged it without interruption. 

Floras affirms, that had they marched diredly to Flor. ii’1.3^ 
Rome, they might have caufed as great difafters 
there, as the Gauls had done long before on the 
like conjuncture. But, in order to wait for their 
companions, as had been agreed before they fepa- 
rated, they continued in this fine country, with 
which they were charmed. That agreeable abode, 
where they had every thing in abundance, became 
fatal to them, in enervating their bodies, and flack- 
ning their courage by pleaiures and luxury, to which 
they abandoned themfelves with the greater ardour 
and avidity, as they were the lefs accuftomed to 
them. 


In this extremity, Marius was recalled to Rome. Marius 
He was received there with great marks of joy .jnnsCa- 
The honour of a triumph was decreed to him: but t ! ilus 
he refufed to accept it, and deferred it, till he m am ^' 
fhould have terminated the war, as he faid, by 
new iuccefles, {till more glorious than the firft. 

It was but juft for him not to deprive foldiers. 


who had fo great a (hare in the exploits, by which 
he had deferved it. of their fhare in that glory j 


and at the fame time he railed every body’s expecta¬ 
tion, by fpeaking of his viftory as of a thing cer¬ 
tain. He immediately let out to join Catulus, and 


made his troops advance from Gallia Narbonnenfis, 
where he had left them, after the defeat of the 


Tcutones.. 


/ 
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a.r- ^i.Tortones. It appears, that Catulus had placed 

the Po between him and the Barbarians, as it is 
faid, that Marius, when he had joined him, paffed 
that river, and that the battle was fought near 
Vercelke. 

Thefe two Generals were very unlike each other. 
Catulus was as obliging and affable, as Marius 
was ruftick and haughty. This was the firft rife 
of their difagreement. But Marius, notwith¬ 
standing his infinite fuperiority in point of military 
merit, was jealous even to meannefs of all honour 
his Coliegue might acquire. Of this we (hall fee 
proofs in the very battle. 

Sylia alfo gave occafion for this mifunder- 
ftanding to increafe, and grow more virulent. He 
had quitted Marius to attach himfelf to Catulus, 
as we have faid before: and he even did a fignal 
fervice in the prefent conjuncture. Though the 
country was ruined, he found means to introduce 
plenty in the army of Catulus, and to fuch a 
degree, that Marius’s troops thought themfelves 
happy in being relieved by this aid, from the 
great fcarcity they were in. Marius was only 
the more mortified from having this obligation 
to an enemy. However, thefe divifions did not 
break out then. The common danger united 
minds fo difpofed for difcord, at leaft for a 
time. 

The Barbarians were at no great diftance from 
* tar Ytr- the Romans. But they deferred giving battle, 
ediy ^continually expecting the Teutones with impatience, 

tntiuh rt w hether they did not know, or, which is more 
d'ftcicd . probable, would not believe that they were de¬ 
feated. Seeing that the two Generals had joined 
their forces, they fent Ambaffadors to Marius 
to demand lands and cities for themfelves and their 
brethren, fufficient for their abode and fupport. 
On being afked, who thofe brethren were, of 

whom 
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whom they fpoke, they replied, the Teutones. 

The whole affembly fet up a laugh, and Marius, 
in deriiion, told them: From henceforth leave out 
your brethren , and be in no pain about them. They 
have the land we have given them , and will keep 
it to eternity . The Barbarians, enraged at the irony, 
told him in a threatening tone, that he fhould 
repent that infult, and would be punilhed im¬ 
mediately for it by the Cimbri, and foon after by 
the Teutones when they arrived. Fhey are arrived , 
retorted Marius, there they are •> it would be want 
of co'urtefy in you , to depart without faluting and 
embracing your brethren , At the fame time he 
ordered the Kings of the Teutones to be brought 
forwards in chains. 

When the Ambaffadors had made this report 
to the Cimbri, they refolved to fight: and Boiorix, 
one of their Kings, at the head of a fmall body 
of horfe, approaching the Con ful’s camp, called 
upon him with a loud voice, and challenged him 
to chufe his time and place for a battle•, and to 
decide who fliould remain matters of the country. 
Marius anfwered, “ That the Romans never took 
“ counfel of their enemies concerning: battle: but 
u however, that he would have fo much com- 
u plaifance for the Cimbri.” They accordingly 
agreed it fhould be on the third day following this 
parley, and in the plain of Vercellae, which feemed 
commodious to the Romans for the acting of their 
cavalry, and to the Barbarians for extending their 
numerous battalions. 

Neither fide failed to be at the place fixed. 

Both drew up in battle. Catulus had more than 
twenty thoufand foot under him, and Marius 
thirty thoufand. Catulus was potted 'in the 
centre, and Marius’s troops on both wings. We 
cannot give a certain detail of this great day. For 
we have no account of it but from Plutarch \ and 

Plu- 
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r< Plutarch himftif cites only Catulus and Sylla, both 
'Manus’s enemies. Catulus had compofed an 
hiftory of his Confulfhip, which Cicero praifes, 
as (a) wrote with abundance of fweetntfs, and 
in Xenophon’s manner. Sylla had left memoirs 
of his life, whicn arc often quoted by Plutarch. 
Thele two works would be very authentick 
monuments, if there were no reafon to fear, that 
enmity had often guided the pens ot the writers. 
But on the other fide, and this is precifely what 
incrtalls the uncertainty, Marius was fo im¬ 
moderately greedy of glory, and fo violently jealous 
of every riling merit near himfelr, that nothing 
aferibed to him is hard to believe, which proceeds 
from that principle. Here, for inftance, the dif- 
pofition of his troops, drawn up fo as tofurround 
thofe of Catulus on both Tides, had no motive, 
according to Catulus and Sylla, but the hope he 
had conceived of falling upon the enemy, and 
break ins; them with his two wines, and that the 

%D 

victory would be entirely owing to his foldiers, 
without the other army’s having any (hare 
in it. 

The Cimbri gave their battalions as much depth 
as front, fo that they formed an hollow fquare, of 
which each fide occupied the fpace of thirty * fta- 
dia. Their cavalry, which confided of fifteen 
thoufand horfe, came on in iupcrh equipages. All 
the riders had helmets in the form of open mouths, 
with muzzles ot all kinds of ftranae and terrible 
wilu-beafis: which being fet off with plumes 
formed like wings, and of prodigious height, 
made their perfons feem much the larger. They 
were armed with cuiraffes of polifhed fteel, and 


(a) Molli & Xenophonteo genere fermonis. Cic. Brut. 
n. 132. 

* About a Itagut and a quarter. 
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covered with bucklers entirely white. Each oF At 6 5 T - 
them carried two javelins to difcharge at a n ‘ ' 101 ' 
diftance : and when they had joined the enemy, 

they ufed great and heavy fwords. In this attack, 
they did not advance to charge the Romans in 
front, but inclining to the right came on by 
degrees, with defign to inclofc them between 
themfelves, and their infantry, which was upon 
their left. 

The Roman Generals immediately perceived 
that ftratagem, but could not reftrain their foldiers. 

One of them crying out that the enemy fled, all 
the reft inftantly ran forwards to purfue them. 

In the mean time the foot of the Barbarians ad¬ 
vanced like the waves of the main ocean. Marius 
and Catulus, lifting up their hands towards heaven, 
vowed, the one to lacrifice an hecatomb to the gods, 
and the other to dedicate a temple to the fortune 
of that day. The intrails of the vittims were no 
fooner fhewn to Marius, than he cried out, The 
vittory is mine . Nothing more is wanting to ani¬ 
mate an whole army. 

Marius however, if we may believe Sylla, had 
no Ihare in the victory: and his mean jealoufy 
was juftly punilhed by an accident he had not fore- 
feen. For when they were in motion to come to 
blows, fo great a cloud of dull arofe, that both 
armies were covered with it, and could not be 
feen by each other. Marius, who had advanced 
firft to charge with his troops, had the misfortune 
to mifs the enemy in the darknefs that covered 
both armies, and having puflied on a great 
way beyond their line of battle, he wandered 
long about the plain, before he knew where he 
was. 

Fortune was as favourable to Catulus, as it had 
been contrary to the Conful. He came up with 
•the Barbarians, and his army, in which Sylla had 

j. a di- 
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a diftinguiftied command, fuftained the whole 
weight of the battle almoft alone. The heat of 
the weather, which was very great, and the fun, 
which Ihone in the faces of theCimbri, was much 
in favour of the Romans. For thofe Barbarians, 
accuftomed to fupport the hardeft frofts, and 
nurtured in cold places covered with woods, could 
not bear heat, but were in a manner melted, could 
notrefpire, and were only able to put their (Fields 
before their faces to cover them from the fun. It 
was then the hotteft time of fummer, about the 
latter end of July. 

The duft was alfo of great ufe to the troops of 
Catulus, and ferved very much to augment their 
boldnels and confidence, by hiding the greateft 
part of the enemy from them. For they were far 
from feeing their innumerable multitude. But 
each body having moved on brifkly to charge 
thofe before it, they were engaged, before the 
fight of the enemy’s whole army could ftrike their 
eyes, and terrify them. Befides which they were 
fo inured to labour and fatigue, that according to 
Catulus, not a fingle Roman was feen to fweat, 
or gafp for breath, though the heat was excefiive, 
the charge very warm, and they had ran on as faft 
as poffible to the attack. Moft of the Barbarians 
in confequence, and the braveft of them, were 
cut to pieces. For all thofe in the front line, to 
prevent breaking their order of battle, were made 
faft to each other by long chains affixed to their 
(hields: A very Angular, $nd entirely odd pre¬ 
caution. All the reft were broke, and drove back 
quite to their camp. In x this extremity, the 
women of the Cimbri (hewed no lefs courage, or, 
more properly fpeaking, fury, than thofe of the 
Ambrones, of whom we have fpoke above. They 
got into their carriages, dreft in black robes, and 
from thence killed thofe who fled, fome their 

hufbands, 
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hufbands, and others their brothers, or fathersA R * 6 s** 
At laft feeing, that it was impoflible to withftand Ant ' C ’ 101 ’ 
the viftors, they fent deputies to Marius, to de¬ 
mand of him, if not liberty, at leaft a flavery, 
that fuited their fex and virtue; offering to be 
(laves to the veltals, upon condition of obferving 
perpetual chaftity like them. But being refufed 
this grace, they abandoned themfelvcs to the mod 
horrible defpair. They took their little children, 
and either ftrangled them with their own hands, 
or threw them under the wheels of the carriages 
and the horfes feet; and afterwards killed them- 
felves. Plutarch relates, that one was found 
hanging at the pole of a car, with her two children 
hung at her legs above the heel. It is eafy to 
conceive, that hiftorians have here gone beyond the 
marvellous, and fought to amufe with more than 
tragical accounts. For inftance, who can believe 
what Plutarch tells us, that the Barbarians not 
finding trees to hang themfelves upon, tied them- 
felves by the neck, fome to the horns, and feme to 
the feet of oxen, and that afterwards pricking them 
with goads, they made them drag and tear them 
to pieces, in order to perilh in the mod mifcrable 
manner in nature. 

The number of the prifoners was however very 
great. It is made to amount to fixty thoufand, 
and that of the dead to twice as many. Marius’s 
foldiers took the baggage: but the l'poils, enfigns, 
and trumpets, were carried into the camp of 
Catulus: which he urged as a proof, that the 
Romans were indebted for the victory lolcly to 
him. It is not faid, what part Marius took in this 
difpute, which mult have affefted him fo much. 

But on its growing warm between the foldiers of 
the two armies, the Ambafladors of Parma, who 
were upon the fpot, were chofen to decide it. 

The foldiers of Catulus carried them to the field 

of 
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a.r. 651.of battle to injpeft the dead, and (hewed them* 
Ant * ICI 'that they were all wounded by their javelins, 

which were eaffly and affuredly to be known, be- 
caufe Catulus had taken care to have his name cut 
upon the ftaves of all the midive weapons of his 
foldiers. If thefe fafts are certain, it is not to be 
doubted, but that Catulus was the real conqueror 
of the Cimbri. But fame has decided otherwife. 
The ( a ) whole honour of this great day has re¬ 
mained to Marius: and Catulus is only known to 
the learned. And even when the event was quite 
recent, it was a iufficient honour for him to be af- 



c The news 

0 

of tms 
*zictsry 0:- 
cafions in¬ 
crediblejcy 
at Rome. 


fociated as fecond in the glory of Marius. 

When the news of this viftory arrived at 
Rome, it occafioned a joy, that cannot be ex- 
preffed. The People efpecially, who had long 
fince declared for Marius, whom they confidered 
in fome fenfe as their creature, did not believe, 
they could render him fufficiently great honours. 
They gave him the glorious title of Third founder 
of Rome-, judging that the fcrvice he had juft 
done his country, was not inferiour to that Ca~ 
millus had formerly rendered it in conquering the 

Gauls. At their meals, they offered the firft* 


fruits to Marius, and made libations to him at 


the fame time as to their gods. They were for 
having him triumph alone : and even decreed him 
two triumphs, the one for his viftory over the 
Teutones, and the other for that over the Cimbri. 


Marius Marius behaved with moderation on this occafion. 
triumphs He accepted only one triumph, and affociated 
j 01711 b Catulus in it with him. He perceived, that it 
wio Gz- wou [^ j^ un *mft to deprive fo lllultrious a com- 

tu:us. -> 


[a) Hie (Marius) tamen Sc Cimbros, Sc fumma pericula rerum 
Excipitj Sc lulus trepidantem protegit urbem 
Atque ideo, poftquam ad Cimbros ftragemque volabant 
Qui nunquam attigerant majora cadavera corvi, 

Nobilis ornatur lauro Collega fccunda. Jwoen. Sat. I. 

panion 
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par,ion of an honour, to which he had an tin-^R; *?»• 

doubted right; betides which, he apprehended 
that his own triumph would be interrupted by the 
troops of Catulus, if their General fhould receive 
lb cruel an affront. Amohgft the prifoners led 
in triumph, KingTeutobodus, who had been taken 
at the battle of Aix, was the mod remarkable, 
tie was of fo exceffively tall a ftature, that he wasFJor.iii. 3. 
higher than the trophies; which fuppofes, accord-9*lkr.<!i 
ing to Gaffendi, that he was above ten feet high.^ Iei ' 
The thing is fcarce credible. 

Sertorius continued diftinguifhing himfelf more 
and more, and acquired Marius’s eftecm, and 
honourable rewards, for expofing ‘himfelf to go 
amongft theCimbri in the difguife of a Gaul, and 
for having brought back intelligence of great ufe 
to his General. 

Hiftory alfo mentions two cohorts of Umbrians, 
all of whom, Marius, in honour of their valour, 
rewarded with the freedom of Rome : and being 
afterwards told, that the law did not admit of 
inch rewards, he anfwercd at once agreeably and 
haughtily, that the din of war had prevented him 
from hearing the voice of the law. 

Marius was defirous in fome meafure to per¬ 
petuate his triumph by a pradtice fingularand full 
of vanity. He affected afterwards to be ferved in 
drinking with a cup like that aferibed to Bacchus', 
the conqueror of India •, fo “ that (a) every time 
46 he drank, fays Valerius Maximus, he compared 
c< his vidlories with thofe of that fabulous con- 
4< queror.” Such- was the [b) pride of this plow¬ 
man of Arpinum,- this foldier of fortune. 

(a) Ut inter ipfum hauftum Cimbricam cantharo potafie,- 
vini, viflorise ejus ( Bacchi) Liberi Patris exemplo,- tradi- 
fuas victorias compararet, VaL tur, i!Ie arator Arpinas, & ma- 
Max. iii. 6. nipularis imperator. P/in, L 

{!>) C. Marius poft vi&oriam xxxii. c. n. 
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Ant*c 65 i* Another monument of his victory, which was 
Eacboftbe^oi fubjeft to a like cenfure, was a temple which 
t*vo Gene- he erefied, as Marcellushad done of old, to Ho- 
rah ere 3 s nour anc j Virtue. But his rough and favage turn 

*' of mind, and his averfion for the arts and learning 

XhruY. of the Greeks, appeared in the conftruction of 
Praf.l.vii. this temple •, in which he would fuffer no marble 

to be ufed, nor any done but the mod fimple and 
common, without any ornaments either of fculp- 
ture, or painting: nor would he employ any 
but a Roman architect. And as he was obliged 
to exhibit Greek games and (hews in the dedica- 


Plur. in 
Mar. 


tion of this temple, he entered the theatre, but 
only juft fate down, and went out the moment 
after. Catulus alfo built a temple, according to 
his vow made in the battle, to the fortune of that 
day. The inscription placed upon the front was 
thefe words, Fortune bujufee diei . Thus though 
in the firft intention it related only to the day of 
battle with the Cimbri, the inscription was appli¬ 
cable to every day to eternity. 


Condemnation of C^pio. 


To * relate all that concerns the war with the 
Cimbri, I proceed here to infert an account of the 
difgraces of Gepio, which I have been obliged 
to defer, to avoid breaking in upon the feries of 
facts. 

I Shall firft obferve, that Gepio’$ perfon was 

cuim the always dear to the Senate, becaufe he was the firft 
* # 9 

favour cf who attempted to remedy the wound C. Gracchus 

had given the authority of that order, in de- 
nvbith rJ-priving the Senators of the adminiftration of 
y.rJtbe juftice, and transferring it to the Knights. Gepio 

a jjudf r.g 


Crepk's 
rr.ufor - 
tur.es. 


He ac¬ 


es cantes to 
rear order. 


* ‘This fiction concerning Capio, and the kifiory of the fecond 
nxar of the /laves in Sicily, are the Editor's. 
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in his Confulfhip, before he fet out for the war 
againft the Cimbri, palled a law, by which it 
was ordained, that the bodies of the judges 
Ihould eonfift half of Senators, and half of 
Roman Knights. It is eafy to judge the infinite 
pleafure this law gave the Senate, from the vehe¬ 
mence and energy of the expreffions ufed by the 
orator Craffus, in his difcourfe to fupport the 
Con ful’s propofal. lie defcribed the power of 
the Knights as a real tyranny, and the aftual 
fituation of the Senate, as a date of oppreffion. 

“ Deliver (a) us, faid he to the people, fpeaking 
u in the name of the Senate deliver us from the 
“ miferies under which we groan. Deliver us 
“ from the fury of thofe, whofe cruelty cannot be 
fatiated with our blood. Deliver us from 
“ fiavery. Suffer us not to be in fubjeftion to any 
“ whatfoever, except your order, to which we 
“ both can and ought to obey.” This fo much 
defired law was not put in execution, or at lead 
was not long in force. For we fhall fee in fome 
years the Knights again have the foie adminiftra- 
tion of juftice. It however did fo much honour 
to its author, that it acquired him the title of pro- 
tedlor of the Senate, Senatus Patronus . 

It is undoubtedly for this reafon, that Cicero, Val. Max. 
who was always true to the ariftocracical opinions, vi. 9* 
as often as he has occafion to mention Caspio, 
fpeaks honourably of him. “ Csepio (b), ac- 
u cording to him, was a man of great courage 
46 and conftancy, to whom the misfortunes of war 


(*) Eripite nos ex miferiis: poffumus& debemus. Grojfut 
eripite nos ex faucibus corum <ipud Cic. 1 . i. de Or . n. 225. 

quorum crudelitas nollro fan- & Par ad. v. 
guine non poteft expleri: eri- ^Q^Caepio, vir acer &c 
pite nos ex fervitute. Nolite fortis, cui fortuna belli cri- 
ilnere nos cuiquam fervire, mini, invidia populi calamitati 
nifi vobis univerfis, quibus Sc fuir. Cic. Brut. n. 134. 
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u were made criminal; but the true caufe of his 
“ difgrace was the people’s hatred.” We have 
feen, that hiftorians are far from being fo fa¬ 
vourable to him, that they reprefent him as highly 
criminal in refpeft to plundering the gold of 
Touloufe, and impute to his arrogance and temerity 
the bloody defeat of the Romans by the Cimbri. 
C^pio, after that defeat, was ignominioufiy dis¬ 
placed by the People, as we have faid above; 
and to that punifhment they added the confifcation 
of his eftate. But thofe were only the beginnings 
Undated ,of his misfortunes. 

A.R.64S. The following Y ear ’ un dcr the fecond Conful- 
Then ex- fhip of Marius, L. Cafiius, Tribune of the People, 
laded /^caufed it to be ordained by a law, that no perfon 

fhould fit in the Senate, that had been condemned 
and deprived of command by the people. Nothing 
was wanting to this law, but Caepio’s name. For 
he was the only perfon in the cafe. 

Hitherto it does not appear, that the gold of 
Touloufe was brought in queftion, unlefs the con¬ 
fifcation of Csepio’s eftate was the punifhment of 
p.his facrilege. We know befides, that very drift 
enquiries were made concerning that crime, in 
which many were involved. But it is not to be 
doubted, but that Caepio was brought on that 
A.EL 657.account before the people a fecond time, ten 

years after his firft condemnation, by the Tribune 

Norbanus. 

He is again The accufed found friends and proteftors. The 
condemned fame L. Craffus, of whom we have juft* fpoke, 
h tbe and who was thenConful, openly took upon him 

his d e f cnce - Scaurus, Prince of the Senate, and 
the gold o/f'.o doubt the whole order of the Senators, 

efpouled his intereft. At length L. Cotta and 
T Didius oppofed their Collegue’s law in form. 
Violence decided the affair, which was but too 
common then at Rome. A furious fedition arofe. 

Scaurus 


Diod. 
Valet 

Cic de 
Jsat.Deor. 

iii. 74 
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Scaurus was put to flight, and even received a blow 
with a ftone. The oppofing Tribunes were driven 
from the tribunal ot harangues. The law paffed, 
and Gepio was condemned. 

The fequel of this condemnation has fome ob- Conft- 
fcurity in it. The combined teftimonies of Cicero 
and Strabo only inform us, that he was banifhed f mrj C ° t 7 0n , 
and retired to Smyrna. Valerius Maximus affirms, Cic. pro 
that he was put in prifon after his trial: and he Balbo. 
praifes the zeal and fidelity of a friend of Caepio’s, - IV 
Rheginus Tribune of the people, who forced the p> 
prifon, took out his friend, and went into banifh- Val.Max. 
ment with him. This account may entirely bz iv - 7* 

• reconciled with Cicero and Strabo. But the fame 
Valerius Maximus adds elfewhere things, that do Val.Max. 
not only differ from the account of thofe two V1, 9- 
authors, but feem to contradict what I have juft: 
repeated after himfelf. He fays, that Caepio was 
ftraogled in prifon, and his corpfe ignominioufly 
dragged to the * Gemoni<e. No-body but himfelf 
fpeaks of fo unhappy a death. But however it 
be, it is certain at leaft, that Caspio’s misfortunes 
were afcribed to the vengeance of the gods, who 
puniffi the guilty, fays Strabo, even in the perfons 
of their children. It is faid, that he left only 
daughters, who difhonoured their name by in¬ 
famous conduct, and perifhed miferably. 


* Place in Rome , to njjhifb executed bodies were dragged with 
an book . 
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InfurreSions of tbe flaws in Italy , excited by Vet- 

tins tbe Roman Knight. Occaflon of the revolt 
of the flaws in Sicily. Six thou fan d revolted 
flaves ebufe Sa hi us for their King. 7 bey form an 
army of twenty thoufand foot> and two thou find 
hcrfe. Another revolt of tbe flaves , of which 
Atbenion is leader . Sakha, who had taken the 
name of Trypbon , unites all the forces of the 
rebels under bis command. Lucullus is fent into 
Sicily , and gains a great victory over the flaves . 
But he neglebJs to take advantage of it. Ser- 
vilius fucceeds Lucullus. Trypbon dies , and Athe¬ 
nian is chofen King in his flead. The Conful 
M\ Aquillius terminates the war. Parricide com¬ 
mitted by Publicius Malleolus. Punifhment of par¬ 
ricides. Marius by intrigues and money obtains 
a flxtb Confuljhip. Origin of the Hatred of Sa- 
furtinus for the Senate. He becomes Tribune of 
the People , and attaches bmfelf to Marius. Cen- 
forjhip cf Metelius Numidicus, and violent con- 
tefls between him and Saturninus. Tbe latter in - 
j,idis the Ambajfadors of Mithridates. He is cited 
to a trial and acquitted. Having killed Nonius , 
he is clelled Trikune for tbe fecond Time in his 
flead. He propofes , and paffles a new Agrarian 
taw. Vile fraud of Marius. Metelius , of all 
ike Senators, refufes to take an unjufi oath. He 
ts banflhed. Indolence cf Saturninus. Unworthy 
conduct cf Marius to inflame diviflons more and 
■more. New extejfes of Saturninus. All the 

orders of the Commonwealth unite againft him: 
he is put to death. His memory is detefted. The 
faction cf Marius prevents the return of Me¬ 
telius. Glorious recal of Metelius. Marius quits 
Rome , to avoid being witr.efs of the return of 

Metelius. 
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War of the Slaves. 

T HE fecond war of the (laves in Sicily hap- i n j urrec . 

pened at the fame time, with that of th ztionoftbt 
Cimbri, and fubfifted about four years. Some com-^ w in 
motions of the (laves in Italy feemed the prelude to^-jj^*" 
it. Some of them happened atNocera, andfome at Vettmtht 
Capua, which were eafily fuppreffed. But the moft Roman 
confiderabie had a Roman Knight at the head of^" ? ^’ 
it, called Vettius. 

His father was extremely rich •, but there are Diod. 
no fortunes, which the madnefs for debauch will Ecl °g-. 
not eafily find means to lavifh. The bad (late of 1, xxxv ** 
his affairs w,as however not known: he had ftill 
credit, and having fallen defperately in love with 
a young (lave, he bought her of her matter for 
feven talents (fomething more than a thoufand 
pounds tterling) which he promifed to pay, at a 
certain time. The term elapfed, and he had not 
the money. He therefore demanded a fecond de¬ 
lay, which was granted. But as on the expiration 
of it, he found himfelf again under the fame diffi¬ 
culty, frantick with his violent paffion, and preffed 
by his creditor, he took a defperate refolution. 

He again bought upon credit, five hundred com- 
pleat fuits of armour, which he caufed to be fe- 
cretly conveyed into the country: he there ex¬ 
horted his own flaves to revolt, to the number of 
four hundred, armed them, affumed himfelf the 
diadem, purple, and all the marks of fovereignty, 
and declared himfelf King. His firft exploit was 
to feize and murder his importunate creditor, who 
would be paid at all events. He afterwards roved 
about the country, allured (laves to him by the 
attra&ion of liberty, killed thofe who oppofed 
him: and having formed a body of feven hundred 

S 4 men, 
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men, he fortified a camp, to ferve as an afylum 
ior all that would ]oin him. 

nen this news came to Rome, the Senate im¬ 
mediately conceived, that there was more need 
of expedition than of great iorces. L. Luculius, 
who was then Praetor, had orders to fet out di¬ 
rectly with fix hundred men, and to affemble and 
lift ail he fhould find upon his march capable of 
bearing arms. On arriving at Capua, he had 
four thouland foot and three hundred horfe. In 
the mean time the number of Vcttius’s troops had 
augmented confiderabiy. He had with him three 
thoufand five hundred men, and being intrenched 
upon an eminence, tie had even fome advantage 
ot Luculius in a flight engagement. But the lac* 
ter having brought over by the hope of impunity 
one Apollonius, whom the pretended King had 
appointed General of his army, Vettius, who faw 
himfc.lt betrayed, was reduced to kill himfelf, to, 
eicapt captivity, and the flume of punifliment. 
AH thole who bad taken arms with him, perifhed 
in the like manner. Apollonius only, with whom 
the promife made was laithlully kept, had his life 
laved. If any one had foretold this Vettius, that 
his parties of pleafure in his early youth would 
terminate in fo defperate a refolution, and fo un¬ 
happy an end, he would never have believed it. 

The revolt of the (laves in Sicily fee ms to have 
began the fame year the affair of Vettius happened. 
Tfte occafion of it was as follows. 




Marius charged with the war againfl: the Cim- 
h cri, railed troops amongft the Kings his allies. 
Xmomebes King of Bith)nia excufed himfelf on 
cccurt of his wart of power to furnifli them, 
becauie the tax-farmers (p:ih::cans ) had taken off 
great numbers of his fubjccls, madeflaves of them, 
and disperled them into different provinces. The 

decree pruh'bbmi the detaining in 
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fiavery any free perfon of the countries, in alli¬ 
ance with the Roman People, and ordered the 
Praetors, affoon as poffible, to reinftate all thofe, 
who Ihould be in this cafe in their liberty. Lici- 
nius Nerva governed at that time in Sicily. He 
applied himleif to execute the decree of the Se¬ 
nate, and in a very ihort time more than eight 
hundred were releafed. As the principal and moft 
powerful perfons of the ifland loft confiderably by 
the execution of this regulation, they addreffed 
themfelves to the Praetor, who either out of con- 
fideration for their perfons, or for the lucre of 
money, changed conduft, and would not give the 
{laves audience, who applied to him, fending them 
back even with menaces to their mafters. 

Thefe unhappy creatures, who were refufed ih n ou ~ 
juftice, refolved to do it themfelves. They fi 
affembled in fmall bodies, which were eafily dif -dufeSal- 
perfed. But the firft fucceffes having rendered th tviusfir 
Praetor more negligent, they affembled again. tbeirKln Z* 
They were foon above two thoufand, and defeat¬ 
ed a body of fix hundred regular troops, that had 
been fent againft them. This vidtory procured 
them arms, of which they were in great want, and 
befides acquired their enterprize fo much reputa¬ 
tion, that they faw their npmber increafed in a 
fhort time to fix thoufand. They then refolved to 
give themfelves a form of government: and in a 
general council eledled one of their own body 
King: his name was Salvius, who had gained 
credit by his pretended {kill in divination. 

This new King afted with good fenfe. He di¬ 
vided his troops into three bodies, and after hav¬ 
ing appointed them a rendezvous, he ordered them 
to difperfe into the country, to folicit the flaves 
every where to revolt, and to carry off cattle, 
jput efpeqally as many horfes as poffible. He fuc- 

ceeded 
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He forms ceeded fo well in every thing, that he at length 
ar.arir.) c / a flf en ' 1 bled an army of above two thoufand horfe, 

7 £jr*ani anc ^ cwent y thoufand foot, which he took care to 
2000 form in all kinds of military exercife. In this 

ksrfi. condition he fet out to befiege one of the moft im¬ 

portant places of Sicily, called Murgantia. 

The Praetor feemed to awake as from a kind 
of lethargy. He marched againft the rebels with 
ten thoufand foldiers both Italians and Sicilians. 

But all he did was but to increafe the glory of the 
King of the (laves, who routed his whole army, 
killed fix hundred, and took four thoufand pri¬ 
soners. Salvius however could not effefl the re¬ 
duction of Murgantia. 

Avuhcr In the mean time, on another fide of Sicily, 
revolt of towards Sergeftum and Lilybaeum, a new confpi- 

racy of (laves broke out, who had Athenion for 
their leader, a Cilician by birth, brave in perfon, 
at tbdr and who gave himfelf out for (kilfu! in iudicious 
kad. aftrology. For it is remarkable that fuperftition, 

and the chimeras of divination, have always great 
force in this kind of revolts. This man feeing 
himfelf at the head of a thoufand more, who had 
joined him in five days, affumed the diadem with 
the name of King. But he adted in a quite dif¬ 
ferent manner from other chiefs of rebels, who 
ufually make all foldiers, who come in to them. 
As to him, he gave arms only to fuch as he ob- 
ferved to have ftrength of body and courage. He 
obliged the reft to follow their ufual bufinefs, in 
order that they might fupply the army with lub- 
fiftance and other conveniences. 


He had foon affembied ten thoufand men, 


with whom he believed himfelf fufficientiy ftrong 
to befiege Lilybaeum. He was miftaken : the en- 
terprize was too difficult; and he found it necef- 
fary to thing of retreating. But bad fuccefs, 
which fhould naturally have diferedited him, turn¬ 
ed 
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ed to his advantage in effeft of his addrefs, fe- 
conded by a lucky accident. He informed his 
troops, that the ftars threatened them with fume 
great misfortune, if they perfifted to continue be¬ 
fore the place. And in reality, when he decamp¬ 
ed, an aid of Moors arrived at Lilybasum, who 
immediately made a falley, fell upon Athenion’s 
rear-guard, and killed him abundance of people. 

The (laves did not doubt but this event was the 
accomplifhment of their King’s prediction, and 
conceived the greater veneration for him. 

Hitherto the rebels had no place of ftrength. Safaius, 
Salvius, who caufed himfelf to be called Tryphon,^ 0 
the name in former times of an ufurper of 

crown of Syria, made himfelf matter of Triocala gryphon, 
a place extremely ftrong and advantageous in unites all 
every refpedt. He then ordered Athenion to re - 

pair to him, as a King orders his General. Th ^bels'mlr 
latter obeyed, and thereby put an end to the bis own 
hopes, which had been conceived ; that the xt- Lomman ^ 
bels being divided againft themfelves, it would be 
eafy to reduce them. We have already fcen the 
fame thing between Eunus and Cleon in the firft 
war of the (laves. Tryphon was however not ex¬ 
empt from dittruft in refpedl to Athenion, and 
caufed him to be arretted. The government of 
the (laves then took an entirely regular form. 
Tryphon affumed all the ornaments of fovereign- 
ty, appointed guards for his perfon, formed a 
council, built a palace in Triocala, and caulcd a 
forum to be made fit to contain a numerous affem- 


biy. He had then above thirty thoufand men un¬ 
der him, without including Athenion’s troops. ^ R ^ 
Things were in this ftate, when Lucullus was 
fent to Sicily. This was undoubtedly the lame j a}t i nt0 


perfon, who the year before being Praetor had Siciluand 
deftroyed Vettius’s fmall army, and who, after s g ainsa _^ 
having patted the year of his Prastorfhip atf 

Rome, jiuvis. 
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Rome, according to the long eftablitbed cuftom, 
was to have the government of a province. He 
brought with him fourteen thoufand Romans and 
Latincs, and two thoufand auxiliaries. With thefe 
troops h“ inarched againft the rebels. 

On his approach, Trypnon held a Council. 
He was of opinion, that it was neceflary to fhut 
themfclvcs up in Triocala, and to expedt the ene¬ 
my there. Athenion, who had been reftored to 
favour, thought it beft to hazard a battle. This 
opinion took place. Accordingly they fet out to 
the number of forty thoufand, and incamped fifteen 
hundred paces from the Romans. After fome 
days, which palled in fkirmifhes, they came to a 
general action. Athenion fupported the counfel he 
had given by prodigies of valour. But when he 
was obliged to retire from the battle by three 
wounds, the flaves loft courage, and fled, leaving 
twenty thou land of their number upon the fpot. 
The reft with Tryphon retired into Triocala. 
Athenion, remained concealed amongft the dead, 
and afterwards, by favour of the night, efcaped 
alfo into the place 

But be It had been eafy for Luculius to terminate the 
nrjtaito war, if he had immediately attacked the remain- 
aa - ing revolters whilft 

nrav.azecf , ' 7 - 

0 derear. 1 hey were 

deliberated, whether they fhould .not return to their 
m2=l rs, and fubmit to their diferetion. But the 
Piseror having given them time to recover from 

O ZD 

their firft terror, they took courage again, and re- 
folvcd to fieht to their laft breath, rather than fur- 
render them ft Ives to their cruel tyrants. At the 
end or nine days Luculius actually befieged Tri- 
ocala; and after having loft abundance of men 

<D 

before it, he was obliged to raife the fiege. From 
rhenc. forth he Lfc the rebels in quiet enough, and 
was fufpected of having been more intent upon 

enriching 


entirely difeouraged by their 
lb to fuch a degree, that they 
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inching himfelf in his province, than upon re- 

ftoring its tranquillity. And this was not mere 
fufpicion. For when he returned to Rome, he 
was accufed and condemned as guilty of extortion. 

This Lucullus was the father of him who after¬ 
wards commanded againft Mithridates. 

Servilius was fent the year following to fucceedA R. 6^0. 
him, and did nothing memorable. Florus evenfrwww 
fays, that the rebels defeated him, and took his f tlcce€ils 
camp. Whilft he was in Sicily Tryphon died, 
and Athenion who fucceeded him ravaged the^w, and 
whole ifland, befieged and took feveral cities ,Athenian 
whilft the Praetor hardly made any motion to 

his progrefs. bis f eld. 

At length a Conful was fent from Rome again ViTbeCo*- 

enemies, who continually became more and mor 
formidable. This was Manius Aquillius, Mari-f^.^ 
us’s Collegue in his fifth Confulfhip. He was a thuar. 
man of heroick valour. He gained a fignal vic¬ 
tory over the enemy, in which he killed Athenion 
with his own hands, after having received a wound 
himfelf in the head. 

The flaves, though they had loft their leader, 
cantoned themfelves however in different places. 
Aquillius purfued them thither, without giving 
them occafion however to fight, but endeavouring 
to reduce them by famine. Only a thoufand ot 
them furrendered, with Satyrus their commander. 
Aquillius caufed them to be carried to Rome, and 
was for making a fliew of them to the people in 
fighting with wild beads. Thofe unfortunate 
wretches, feeing that their lives were preierved 
only for the fport and diverfion of the Romans, 
exhibited a fight to them quite different from that 
they expeded. They turned the arms put into 
their hands againft one another, and died in that 

manner. Satyrus, who iurvived laft, killed him¬ 
felf 
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felf. Aquillius had the honour of the little tri¬ 
umph or ovation. 

Thus ended the fecond war of the (laves in Si- 
A then. cily. It is faid that the number of the (laves who 

20 - peri(hed in this and the preceding war, amounted 

to a million. 

Detached Facts. 

Parricide ^* e war w hh the (laves dill fubfifted, 

cmuted and immediately after the triumphs of Marius and 
^•f^vZ-Catulus over the Cimbri, hiftory mentions a parri- 

dde, which fome have confidered as the firft crime 
of that kind, that was ever committed in Rome. 
Plat. ic. But there is a prior inftance of it. Plutarch tells 

Rom. us, that in the time immediately after the war with 

Hannibal, one L. Hoftius killed his father. The 
perfon guilty of this crime now, was called Pub- 
lieius Malleolus. He kiiied his mother, with the 
affi (lance of his (laves. 

Purijh- Every body knows what punilhment was in- 

flitted upon Parricides at Rome. Romulus had 
rfmr: none •, perhaps having been of the fame 

opinion with Solon, who in making his laws for 
the Athenians, obferved the fame dlence on the 
fame fubject *, and, on being afked his reafon 
for ir, replied, that he fuppofed, there never 
could be any one capable of fo horrible a crime. 
And indeed, to inftitute a punilhment for a thing 
fo extremely contrary to nature, may feem rather to 
teach mankind to confider it as poffible, than to pre¬ 
vent it. But there is no excefs of wickednefs of 
which man is not capable •, and L. Hoftius hav- 
ing given a proof in refpeft to this crime in Rome, 
it is to be believed, that it was for him the fmgu- 
lar punilhment of which I am going to (peak was 
invented. The criminal was ftrongly fewed up 
in a leather bag with a dog, a cock, a viper, 

and 
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and an ape, and in that condition thrown into 
the Tiber. 

But to what fhall we afcribe the choice of fo 
extraordinary a punifhment ? Cicero explains this 
in one of his pleadings; and that paffage of elo¬ 
quence, though more witty than folid, may 
perhaps, by way of variety, not difpleafe the 
reader. “ How (a) worthy of admiration, cries 
cc he, is the wifdom of our anceflors, in the pu- 
<c nifhment they edablifhed for parricides! Do 
“ they not feem to have cut off the criminal from 
tc all nature, by divefling him at the fame time 
cc of the heavens, the fun, the water, the earth, 
“ ( earth , air, fire and water) in order that the 
ct wretch, who had killed him, from whom he 
<c received birth, might be deprived at once of all 
the elements, that give exiftence to the different 
“ beings that compofe this univerfe ? They would 
<c neither expofe him to wild beads, led even 
<c thofe creatures, from a kind of contagion com- 
“ municated to them by fuch a monder, fhould 
“ become more favage*, nor throw him naked 
into the river, led he fhould contaminate 
“ the fea, intended by nature (as is thought) 


(a) 0 fmgularem fapientiam, 
judices! Nonne videntur hunc 
hominem ex rerum natura 
fuftuliffe 2c eripuilTe, cui re- 
pente ccelum, folem, aquam, 
terramque ademerunt; ut qui 
eum nccafiet unde ipfe natus 
eflct, careret iis rebus omni¬ 
bus ex quibus omnia nata effe 
dicuntur? Noluerunt feris 
corpus objicere, ne beftiis quo- 
que, quze tantum fcelus atti* 
giflent, immanioribus utere- 
mur; non iic nudos in flumen 
dejicere, ne quum delati efTent 
in mare, ipfum polluerunt, quo 
camera quc violata font cx- 


piari putantur. Dcnique ni¬ 
hil tam vile, ncque tam vul- 
gare eft, cujus partem ullam 
reliquerint. Etenim quid tam 
eft commune, quam fpiritus 
vivis, terra mortuis, mare 
ftectuamibus, littus eje&is ? 
Ita vivunt, dum polTunt, ut 
ducere animum de ccelo non 
queant: ita moriuntur, ut eo- 
rum ofla terra non tangat: ita 
jaftantur flu&ibus, ut nun- 
quam abluantur: ita poftremo 
ejiciuntur, ut ne ad 1'axa qui- 
dem mortui conquiefcant. Cic. 
pro Sex. Rofc. 71, 72. 


“ to 
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“ to wafh away, and purge, all filth. In a Word, 
“ there is nothing fo vile in nature, nor of the 
moft common and general ufe, of which they 
“ left him the enjoyment. And what is there in- 
“ deed in nature more common than air to the 
“ living, earth to the dead, fea to thofe upon 
“ the waves, and fhore to thofe driven thither 
1£ by them ? Thefe wretches perhaps live lome 
45 moments, but without being able to refpire the 
“ air: they die, - and their bones do not touch 
<£ the earth : they are continually toffed about by 
“ the waves, without ever being walked : in a 
<£ word, they are driven to the (bore, but with- 
<£ out ever being able to find near the rocks them- 
<£ ielves a place of repofe. 35 

It is probable enough, that the inventors of 
this punifhment had fome of the views, upon 
which Cicero expatiates with fo much wit and 
luxuriance. We eafily perceive in it an horror, 
that endeavours to rid itfelf by the fhorteft means, 
of an object infinitely odious. For the reft, if I 
tax the paffage I have juft repeated, with being 
of a kind of eloquence, that runs too much after 
the Shining, without fufficient attention to the 
Juft, I only fpeak after Cicero himfelf, He has 
criticized upon it •, and after having ( a) faid, that 
when he pronounced it, being then very young, he 
was extremely applauded ; he however cenfures it, 
as favouring too much of the greennefs of youth ; 
as rather requiring indulgence than deferving 
praife; as more to be commended for the hope 
it might give for the future, than any real prefenc 
merit. 


[a) Qoantis ilk clamoribus 
adolefcentuh ciximus de fup- 
plitio parricidarum! qus ne- 
quaqoam ktis deferbuitfe poft 

aliquanto {entire cjepijaus— 


Sunt enim omnia ficut ado- 
lefeentis, non tam re & matu- 
ritate, quam fpe & exfpe&atio- 
ne laudati. Or at. 107. 


Let 
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Let us return to Marius, whom we left full of 
glory; and who is going to draw reproach upon 
himfelf by a frantic ambition* and all the guilt of 
perfidy and treafon: 

It did not fuffice him to have been raifed five Marius 

9 ♦ 

times to the Confulffiip, and* which was unexam-^^^ 
pled in Rome, to have exercifed that fupreme of-fulfeip by 
fice during four years fucceffively. He defired intrigue 
and follicited a fixth Confulfhip with more ardour* * n f ^'* 
than ever perfon did to obtain it for the firft time. - a ^ a r. 
He endeavoured to make himfelf agreeable to 
the people, by afiuming the complaifant, and af- 
fedting kind and affable behaviour * which became 
him very ill, as it was doing violence to his cha¬ 
racter, that was naturally rough and imperious. 

To all thefe vain artifices he added one more ef¬ 
fectual. He difperfed money in abundance a- 
mongft the Tribes •, and thereby not only fucceed- 
ed in being eledted Conful for the fixth time, but 
fet afide Metellus Numidicus, who flood for it* 
and caufed L. Valerius Flaccus to be given him 
Jefs as a Collegue than as a fervant. It was at this 
time he contracted a great union with L. Appu- 
leius Saturninus* the word citizen of Rome. It is 
necefiary to make that man known in this place. 

For this purpofe I proceed to relate fome fadts 
concerning him* that I have referved till now. 

The firft mention made of him in hiftory is on O'W* 0 / 
the occafion of his Quaeftorlhip. His province 


Saturni- 
ha'~ 


nu j s 


in that office was Oftia, with commiffion to pro- trcdfortht 
vide grain, of which Rome was then in wane. Senate. 
He was a young debauchee, mad after pleafure *, £ 1C * 
jfo that he acquitted himfelf very negligently of 43 ar &p r p 0 ' 
his employment. The Senate deprived him ofSexc. 4*. 
it, and gave it to M. Seaurus. This affront touch* 
ed Saturninus fenfibly. He quitted voluptuoufnefs, 
but only to become malignant, turbulent, and fe- 

Vol. IX. T ditious: 
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dirious: and from that inftant his defire of being 

D 

revenged upon the Senate was always uppermoft. 
Hehccrr.es Soon after, the 649th year of Rome, he ob- 
J;fe‘f tained °® ce °f Tribune: and as he had a 
anicn- ' kind of popular eloquence, he acquired credit, 
traai an and ferved Marius, as we have related, on the oc- 

ca f 20n 0 f his fourth ConfuUhip. It appears, that 
.anus. f rom thenceforth he attached himielf to Marius in 

a peculiar manner. For during this fame Tri- 
bunefhip, he propofed a law for diftributing an 
hundred acres of land in Africa to each of the ve¬ 
teran foldiers, who had ferved under that Gene¬ 
ral. One of his Collegues oppofed that law. But 
the multitude, at the inftigation of Saturninus, 
drove him away with fiones. And this was but a 
kind of prelude to the exceffes he afterwards ran 

into. 

The friendfhip he had contracted with Marius 
naturally inclined him to hate Metellus Numidi- 
cus; befides which, his vices prompted him to be 
Cn/cr/rif the enemy of fo virtuous a perfon. Orofus re- 
tfMet dins lates, that when Metellus was Cenfor, Saturninus 

Ik* 9 * * 

cu^ari the impudence to drag him by force out of his 
videne own houfe, and to purfue him with arms quite to 
ccmep be- the Capitol, whether Metellus had been forced to 

tween him fly f or refuge. Saturninus befieged him there, 
"* / ‘* r ‘and the Roman Knights were obliged to take 

fiivus. & ^ 

Orof. v. arms, and fight to lave the Cenfor, in which tu- 
K- mult abundance of blood was fhed. Probably 

this fad is to be referred to the other contefts, 
which Metellus had with Saturninus during his 
Cenforfhip, and which was very violent. 

The Cenfor was for excluding him the Senate, 
as well as Scrvilius Glaucia, who by the unwor- 
thinefs of his conduft was the reproach of that 
body. But befides, another quarrel, excited alfo 
by Saturninus, occafioned a furious fcdition. One 
L. Equitius gave himfclf out for the fon of Ti. 

Gracchus, 
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Gracchus, and prefented himfdf to the Cenfors, 
in order to be regiftered as fuch upon the lift of 
the Roman citizens. Metellus oppofed this *, de¬ 
claring, that Tiberius had but three fons, who 
were all dead, the one in Sardinia in the fervice, 
the other at Prasnefte, and the laft at Rome ; and 
that he could not fuffer the glory of fo illuftrious 
a family to be fullied by a wretched impoftor. 

The people, that idolized the name of the Gracchi, 
and were foothed with the hope of feeing it re¬ 
vived, broke out with great violence : ftones flew 
about: the Cenfor was in danger-, however he 
perfifted in rejecting the falfe Gracchus. One of 
the Tribunes, of whole name Valerius Maximus Val.Max; 
has left us in ignorance, fupported Equitius, and* 11 * 8, 
undertook to make Sempronia, the After of the 
Gracchi, acknowledge him. He caufed that lady 
to come into the midft of the affembly, made her 
afcend the tribunal for harangues, and there in the 
prefence of that mutinous people, called upon her 
to acknowledge her nephew, and to give him a 
kifs in token of their relation. Sempronia, on 
this occafion, (hewed a refolution worthy of her 
name and rank and notwithftanding the clamours 
of the multitude, expreffed only contempt for 
the perfon, who would falfely have introduced 
himfelf into her family. It is not known, how 
the affair ended. It is probable enough, that the 
Collegue of Numidicus, who was at the fame 
time his coufin-german, but who did not refembie 
him in point of conftancy, permitted Equitius to 
have the quality, to which he pretended, upon 
the publick regifter. It is at lead certain, that he 
exempted Glaucia and Saturninus from the dif- 
grace intended them, and continued them in the 
rank of Senators. 
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The Cenforfliip of the two Metelli, Numi- 
dicus and Caprarius, was in the 650th year of 
Rome. 

Saturninus foon after drew another affair upon 
himfelf, which wanted little of proving his de- 
Saturnt- ftrudtion. Mithridates, fo famous afterwards for 

^ wars R° me > formed at that time great 
fad^s ofdefign^ againft fome dates adjoining to his domi- 
Mitbri- nions. But perceiving, that he could not put them 
dates. He i n execution, without bringing over the Romans 

“acq'lituf co f ent Ambafladors to Rome 

Diod. ap*. with great fums, to engage the voices of the prin- 
Fulv. cipal perfons of the Senate. The only author 
Urim. we {^ aye f or f a ft 5 does not pofnively fay, whe¬ 
ther any money was given. The thing is very 
probable in itfelf. Saturninus, who thought this 
a good occafion for attacking the enemy with ad¬ 
vantage, made a great noife on this head, and 
went fo far as to infult the Ambafladors. The 
latter encouraged by a great number of the Sena¬ 
tors, who promifed to fupport them with their 
whole credit, laid their complaints before the Se¬ 
nate, who alone took cognizance of this kind of 
Rom.Hift. affairs. The perfons of Ambafladors had always 

V( dVIi* ^ en extreme iy tefpefted at Rome, and in cafes 
** ' like this, the violaters of the law of nations had 

always been delivered up to the date they had in¬ 
jured. Saturninus accordingly perceived the dan¬ 
ger, to which he had expofed himfelf, and fpared 
no pains to intereft the People in his favour. He 
appeared in the habit of a fuppliant, throwing 
himfelf at the feet of the citizens, imploring their 
aid with tears in his eyes, and endeavouring to per- 
fwade them, that it was his attachment to the in- 
terefts of the People, which had drawn upon him 
the hatred of the Senate, and that his accufers were 
his judges. On the day tor patting fentence, an 
infinite number of citizens affembled in all the 


1 


avenues 
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avenues to the Senate, which, probably intimida- 
ted by fo extraordinary a concourfe, did not dare 
to condemn Saturninus. 

Thatfaftious man, irritated anew by the dan-A. R. 651. 
ger he had been in, verified the maxim advanced 1**“™”** 
by Cato in Livy {*), that it is better not to accufe a kitted^No* 
bad man, than to put it in his power to be acquitted, mus, is 
From that moment he fet no bounds to his fran- 
tick malignity, and breathing nothing but the^^ r zx 
fierceff vengeance, he demanded the Tribunelhip 

a fecond time. Metellus Numidicus was particu-«W. ■ 
lariy the objeft of his fury, and he concerted ^PPj ^ 
with Marius to deftroy him. It was neceffary tOjj v Epit. 

begin by fecuring the fuccefs of his defign in re-Jxix. 
fpeft to the Tribuneffiip-, which admitted great 0r °f v * 
difficulties: and Marius, who was then Canful,*7’ 
and commanded the troops, engaged to mak v e hitp 
Tribune at any price whatfoevor. However, of 
the ten Tribunelhips, nine were given away with¬ 
out including him. Aulus Nonius ftill difputed 
the tenth with him, and carried it Saturninus, 
to whom the greate.fi: crimes coft nothing, followed 
by great numbers of the dregs of the People, and 
fome fojdiersa with whom Marius fupplied him, 
purfued Nonius, and killed him. This was ar> 
enormous aft of violence, and direftly repugnant 
to the public liberty. However, it .did not pre¬ 
vent Saturninus from being elefted Tribune in a 
kind of clandeftine or furtive affembly. Nobody 
dared to complain, and the crime remained not 
only unpuniffied, but triumphant. 

Thus did Marius, who had bought the Con- 
fulfhip, and Saturninus, who had opened his way 
to the Tribunefhip by murder, unite their ftrength 
and refentments with this difference however* 


(a) Hominem improbum non accufari tutius eft, <juam ab 
folvi. Liv. xxxiv. 4. 



that 
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that the one adted openly and without difguife, and 
the other concealed his views. 


A.R.652. 

Ant. C, 100. 


C. Marius VI. 

L. Valerius Flaccus. 


Saterni- 
kui }<ro- 
ptfh and 
paJTes a 
nenv -sra- 
rian larm. 


Affoon as Saturninus was in office, he propofed 
feveral laws. But that which made the moft 
noife was a new Agrarian law for the diftribu- 
tion’of lands, and the eftablifhment of different 
colonies. The Senate, according to cuftom, did 
no: fail to oppoie this pernicious largefs. The 
people were divided about it \ becaufe moft of 
the dozens had no intercft in it, and almoft none 


but Marius’s foldiers were to have any advantage 
from it. At length a formal oppofition of fome 
of the Tribunes kerned of neceffity to put a flop 
to the whole. But Ti. Gracchus had long before 
fee the example of not regarding oppofition. 

Saturninus drove the oppofing Tribunes out of 
the Forum, and made the citizens proceed to give 
their fuffrages. Upon that the Nobility, and 
more confiderate part of the people, cried out 
’ that thunder had been heard. The Tribune in a 
An*, de fury infolently replied: It will boil prefently , if you 

vu. iliuitr. don’t be auiet. On that word, as at a kind of fig- 

nal, .blows enfued; and both fides armed them- 
feives with (tones and ftaves. The fadtion of Sa¬ 
turninus was the ftrongeft, and caufed the law to 
pals. 

Plat, in A very unufual claufe had been added to it, by 
Mai. which it was decreed, that after the People had 

accepted the law, in five days the Senate fhould 
fwear to obferve it, and that whoever fhould re- 
V:U am- fufe to take that oath, fhould be banifhed. This 
fee c/Mj- c ] au r e was a f nare laid for the opennefs and fteddi- 

nels of Mttelius, and Marius employed artifice 

and fraud to make him fall into it. He declared 

• • 


in 
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In the Senate, that he (hould be far from taking fo A.r.6,- 2 . 
unjuft an oath-, and that, in his opinion, no wife Am,c * X00 ‘ 
man could ever refolve to do fo. For, added he 
if the law he good and ufeful in itjelfit is an injury 
to force the Senate to fwear the obfervance of it, as 
reafon ought to induce them to it voluntarily : and if 
had, it is the greatejl injuflice to extort an oath from 
us , in order to compel our confent to it. This argu¬ 
ment was unanfwerable •, and the oath annexed to 
the law plainly manifefted the injuftice of the law 
itfelf. Accordingly Metellus protefted abfolutely, 
that he would never take the oath required by the 
Tribune. This was the very thing Marius want¬ 
ed, not doubting but a declaration from his own 
mouth'in full Senate, on a point, wherein juftice 
and right were on his fide, would be an engage¬ 
ment, from which nothing in the world would be 
able to make him depart. 

The fifth clay after the palling of the law, being Ihulim 
the utmoft time limited for taking the oath, Ma .***»*°f*ll 
rius affembled the Senate, affedting to appear 
anxious and perplexed. He faid, “ he was very intake an 
“ much afraid, that the People would proceed to wjupatb. 
“ violent extremities, if the Senate refufed the Heis 
ct oath. But that he had thought of an expedi-”^ * 

<c ent, which would remedy every thing. That 
“ this was to fwear to accept the law, in cafe it 
“ was law. That by this oath they would be un- 
“ der no real engagement •, as it was notorioufly 
“ known, that it had been paffed by violence, 

“ contrary to the aufpices, and after a clap of 
<c thunder had been heard and declared.” Every 
body peceived the weaknefs and ridicule of this 
fubterfuge : but the fear of banifhment over-ruled 
all other motives. Marius went out in order to 
take the oath,, and was followed by all the Sena¬ 
tors in .general, except one. This lingular perfon 
was Metellus. ' Whatever prayers and remon*. 

T 4 1 ftrances 
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6 s 1 -{trances his friends could make to him, were to 
’ IO °'no effeft: he perfifted firmly in his principles, 
and determining to ioffer all things rather than aft 
any thing bafp, he quitted the forum, difcourfing 
with thofe who accompanied him, and expreffing 
himfelf in thefe remarkable words: To do ill , is the 
effeft of a corrupt heart: To aft well , when there is 
nothing to fear , is the merit of a common man . But 
to aft well in expofwg onesfelf to the greateft dangers % 
is peculiar to the truly virtuous man . 

What difference there is between man and man, 

m 

between Marius and Metellus! the one making 
ability and political wifdom confift in fraud and 
difiimuiat on * the other laying down fincerity 
and probity, as the foie foundations of merit and 
virtue : the one meditating to become the greateft 

o O 

perfon in the Commonwealth, even at the expence 
of honefty and virtue •, and the other to be the 
beft man in it. This contrail of charafters I 
borrow from Plutarch. 

Saturninus was not long without compleating his 
crime. He made the People pafs a decree to en¬ 
join the Confuls to prohibit fire and water to Me¬ 
tellus, and all the fubjefts of the Commonwealth 
from receiving him into their houfes: this was 
the form of banifhment. All the perfons of 
worth, compaffioniting his difgrace, repaired in a 
crowd to him, with the refolution to defend him : 

but he would not fuffer a {‘edition to arile on his 

■ 

account, and quitted the city, confoiing his friends, 
and reafoning with them to this effect: Either af¬ 
fairs will change , and then if the people come to them - 
fches , IJhall be recalled with honour \ or they will 
continue in the fame fate , and in that cafe , is it not 
better to be removed from the Jigbt of fo many c a la¬ 
in: ties? The extraordinary marks of efteem and 
affeftion, paid him in all the places through which 
he palled, {hews how highly a man was admired. 
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who had chofe rather to renounce his country, than A * R* $$*« 
his duty. He ftopt at Rhodes, where he lived ^reshn 
agreeably, palling his time either in reading, for to Rhodes. 
which he had always had abundance of tafte, a 
great refource for an exile, or in the conyerfation 
of perfons of worth and letters, who fufficiently 
abounded in that illand. 

In effeft, banitoment did not at all abate his 
courage; and this is evident from an exprefiionin 
one of his letters, which Aulus Gellius has pre- 
ferved. (<*) My adverfaries , fays Metellus, have 
prohibited tbemfelves the enjoyment of virtue and juf- 
tice. As to me> I am not deprived of the ufe of fire 
and water ; and I enjoy the greateft glory. It is plain 
he alludes to the prohibition of fire and water pro¬ 
nounced againft him. 

Marius, who had fomented the excefles of Sa- Infolenee 
turninus, foon became the avenger of them. But °f Satur ' 
it was neceffary to force him to it. That feditious***' 
man, to whom he had once given the reins, tired 

him out with new crimes, which he committed 

. - * 

every day. His infolence knew no bounds, as 
we may judge from his manner of treating Glau- 
cia, who was howe\ftr his friend, and not unde¬ 
servedly. Glaucia y/as Praetor; and as he was 
trying caufes in the forum at the fame time that 
Saturninus was haranguing the people, the latter 
pretended, that this was a failure of refpedt for 
him in quality of Tribune, and caufed his curule 
chair to be broke to pieces. 

Marius however kept fair with Saturninus, no Unworthy 
doubt confidering him as ufeful to his own views Jiff**'" 

He even took pleafure at firft in ftirring up the exafptrate 
jfire ofdifcord between the Senate and that Tri -thepeople 

more and 


(a) Illi vero omni jure at- 
que honed ate interdicti. Ego 
jneque aqua, ncque igni careo: 


& fumma gloria fruifeor. Me - 
tell, apud A. Gelt. xvii. 2. 


more, 

Plut: in 
Mar. 


bune; 
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A.R.652.bune ; and for that end adted the moft unworthy 
Am.c. 100. p art i s poffible to imagine. For the principal 

perfons of the Senate having applied to him,'to 
perfwade him to take upon him the defence of the 
Commonwealth againft a frantic man, that tore it 
in pieces*, he received Saturninus at the fame time 
into his houfe by another door: and pretending an 
indifpofition, that frequently obliged him to go 
out, he went to and fro from one apartment to 
the other, and behaved in fuch a manner, that he 
difmiffed them all more incenfed againft each other 
than before. But Saturninus carried things to fuch 

an height, that Marius was at length obliged to 

renounce, him. 

Kevt ex- He ftood a third time for the Tribunefhip, and 

a fa ; n 

order to render himfelf more agreeable to the 
A^pia^! people, he alfo fet up the falfe Gracchus we have 
CiviU. 1. mentioned to be his Collegue. Marius then adted 

as became the Conful. He ordered Equitius, (the 
impoftor was fo called) to defift from his de¬ 
mand, and on his refufal committed him to prifon. 
But the people, ardently fond of the name that 
wretch affumed, broke open the gaol, brought 
him away by force, and eledted him Tribune with 
Saturninus. This was not all. Saturninus was for 
having a Conful devoted to his will. He caft his 
eye upon Glaucia, who was in reality the man, 
that beft fuited him (a) by a meannefs of foul, 
equal to that of his birth. Glaucia could 
not legally be elected, becaufe he was adtually 
Prator, and the laws required an interval between 
the Praetorfhip and Confulthip. But Saturninus 
did not regard the laws. On the day of election, 
the Confuls being arrived, the orator M. Antonius 
was firft eledted without difficulty. The fecond 
place was difputed between Memmius and Glau- 

cia j 

% 

* 

* 

(a) Suminis k fortune k vita; fordibus. Cir. Brut, n. 224, 

J 
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da *, and Memmius was upon the point of being A * R - 650. 
preferred. Saturninus immediately fet fome 0 f Ant,c * IO °* 
the affaflins in his pay upon him, who knocked 
him on the head upon the forum, in the prefence 
of the whole people. 

This laft crime entirely ruined the Tribune. All 411 orders 
orders of the date took fire at it. All the well-in- °f theCot *~ 

, . . . 1 n . r , tnonvoealtb 

dined citizens united to put, a ltop to an lnlolence^/^ a . 
and fury, that threatened Rome with deft ru£t ion. 

It was impoffible for Marius to protefl Saturninus ^ e j s P"* 
againft the publick indignation : and as he was al - t0 eat * 
ways ready to change fides according to his inte- 
reft, he put himfelf at the head of the perfon’s 
enemies, with whom he had hitherto always afted 
in concert. The Senate paffed a decree, “ that 

the Confuls C. Marius and L. Valerius fhould 
“ affociate with themfelves fuch of the Prsetors 


“ and Tribunes of the People as they fhould 
cc judge proper, and defend the Hate, and the 
u majefty of the Roman People, by all conve- 
<c nient methods.’ 5 This decree gave the Con¬ 
fuls unlimited power. Marius employed it in all 
its extent. He made the citizens take arms, dis¬ 


tributed the pofts, and marched in perfon to the 
forum, where Saturninus waited for him with his 
followers. The forces were certainly not equal. 
But there was (till more difference between the two 


parties in refpect to dignity, than in refpett to 
ftrength. On one fide were both the Confuls, all 
the Praetors, except Glaucia, all the Tribunes ex¬ 
cept Saturninus, the whole flower of the Nobility, 
the whole order, of the Knights, and the whole 
Senate. Twq venerable old men were remarkable 
amongft thefe, M. (a) Scaurus the Prince of the 

Senate, 


(ay.Qoum arm^tus M. M- Comitio conftitiffet, qui 90091 

miTrns, princeps Senatus, in ingredi vbj: poffet, non ad inr 

fequen* 
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Senate, who, though fcarce able to walk, believed, 
'fays Cicero, that the gout, which he had in his 
feet, was no obftacle for him, becaufe it only pre¬ 
vented him from flying*, and Q^Scaevola, worn 
out with age and infirmities, paralytic, and almoft 
without the ufe of his hands and arms, who fup- 
porting him felt on a pike, (hewed at once the 
greatnefs of his courage, and the weaknefs of his 
body. On the other fide, all was contemptible ; 
to begin with the leaders, a factious Tribune, a 
Praetor, whofe worthleffnefs was a difgrace to his 
office, and the falfe Gracchus. Next to thefe, 
almoft the only perfons worth mentioning, were 
the Qu^ftor Saufeius, and one Labienus, the friend 
of Saturninus. The reft were only the dregs of 
the people, a feditious mob. 

The vr&ory could not long be doubtful; and 
Saturninus was foon obliged to take refuge in the 
Capitol with thofe I have mentioned, and the grofs 
of his followers. They were rendered incapable 
of defending themfelves long, by cutting off the 
canals, that brought water thither. In this extre¬ 
mity, Saufeius, reduced to defpair, propofed fetting 
the Capitol on fire, to put an illuftrious end, faid 
he, to their noble and unfortunate enterprize, in 
making fo auguft a temple their funeral pile. But 
Saturninus and Glaucia did not agree with him, 
and relying upon Marius’s friendfhip and credit,- 
who favoured them underhand, they fent Deputies 
to the Confuls, furrepdered upon the public faith, 
and quitted the Capitol. Marius would moft wil¬ 
lingly have fayed them •, but it was pot in his 
power. The populace, crying out ? that they 


fequendum fibi tarditatem pe- bo, mancus, k membris om- 
dum, fed ad fugiendam impe- nibus C2ptus & debilis, haftili 
djiuento foreputabat. quum nixus, & animi vim, & infir- 
denique Q^Scsvola, confec- mitatem corporis oftenderet. 
les fenefiuie, przxedkuj mor* Cic. pm Rabir. n. 21. 


were 
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were the enemies of the State, with whom no en- A * R * 6 5** 

Aac.C. loo. 

that very day, deftroyed all the leaders of the fe- 
dition. Saturninus protefted to no purpofe, that 
he had done nothing without the authority and ad¬ 
vice of the Conful Marius. He was maffacred by 
the enraged multitude, with the Praetor Glaucia, 
and the falfe Gracchus, who the fame day had en¬ 
tered upon office as a Tribune, which circumftance 
gives us the exaft date of this event. For the 
Tribunes began their adminiflration on the fifth 
of December. The body of Saturninus was torn 
to pieces: and Rabirius carried his head with in- 
fult from houfe to houfe throughout the whole 
city. The (lave, who killed him, was rewarded 
with his liberty, and the eftates of the authors of 
the fedition were confifcated. 

■ 

The memory of Saturninus had not the fame His mm+ 
advantage as that of the Gracchi, whom indeed het7"^- 
hardly refembied, except on the word fide. 
was detefted after his death, as his perfon had 
been during his life. Two remarkable fadts evi¬ 
dently prove, that to feem to retain any efteem or 

attachment for him, fufficed for being treated as a 
criminal. One C. Decianus, in a difcourfe which Val. Max. 
he made to the people, having fpoke honourably vin * E * 
of Saturninus, was condemned.- Sex. Titius was 
alfo baniffied, for having a pifture of Saturninus 
in his houfe. This may feem exceffive rigour: 
bur Cicero did not judge it fo. In fpeaking of 
the condemnation of Titius, he expreffes himfelf 
as follows: “ The [a) judges confidered as a bad 

(a) Statuerunt Equites Ro- mortem ejushoneftaret, autde- 
mani, improbum civem effe, iideria imperitorum mifericor- 
& non retinendum in civitate, dia commoveret, aut fuam fig- 
qui hominis, hoftilem in mo- nificaret imitandse improbitatia 
dum feditlo/i. Imagine, aut vohntziem. Cic. pro Rabir. 24. 

u citi- 


gagements could be made without the confent of the 
Senate, fell upon thofe that were next them, and 
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“ citizen, as a member, that deferved to be cut 
cc oft from the Commonwealth, the man, who by 
“ (hewing the picture of a feditious perfon, the 
“ declared enemy of his country, expreffed either 
“ a defire to pay a kind of homage to his memo- 
“ ry, or propofed to recite the regret or compaf- 
“ fion of the multitude for him ; or laftly, feem- 
cc ed to think like him, and defigned to follow 
“ his example.” 

Afifoon as Saturninus was dead, the return of 
Metellus was much talked of: this was the gene¬ 
ral wifh of all good men, and feems a neceffary 
confequence of the Treatment he had fufFered 
from the Tribune, who baniflied him. The fac¬ 
tion of Marius prevented the effect of that almoft 
univerfal difpofition in his favour. The Tribune 
P. Furius, whom Metellus, in his Cenforfhip, had 
deprived of the rank of Knight, oppofed it in 
form *, and that man of the lowed: condition, the 
fon of a freedman, rejected with inflexible inhu¬ 
manity the entreaties of Metellus the younger, 
who threw himfelf at his feet with tears in his eyes, 
to follicite the return of his father. 

M. Antonius. 

A. Postumius Albinus. 

Metellus was foon revenged upon Furius’s arro¬ 
gance. That Tribune had no fooner quitted his 
office, than Canuleius, one of his fucceffors, hav¬ 
ing accufed him, the people would not fo much 
as fuffer him to make his defence, and knocked 
him on the head upon the fpot. He well deferved 
that unhappy end ; for he was a pernicious citi¬ 
zen, at firft the adherent, and afterwards deferter, 
of Saturninus : but the violence ufed in regard to 
him, is not therefore the lefs to be condemned. 

The 



Antoni us, Postumius, Confuls. 


287 


The occafion was too fair, to omit urging the^- 1 *- 6 ss- 

recal of Metellus Numidicus. The whole houfe GhrillV' 
of that great man, which was fo numerous and recal of 
powerful, and fo often honoured with the fir ft dig-^ f/ ^* 
nities of the Commonwealth, all its relations, who 
were of the principal families of Rome, employed 
their credit for repealing the decree, by which he 
had been condemned to banifbment. But his fonDiod. ap. 
had the principal glory of the fuccefs. That^ afe ** 
young man, for ever memorable for his filial af- 
feftion, went from houfe to houfe in a mourning 
habit, fhedding tears in abundance, and proftra- 
ting himfelf at the feet of every citizen, to folli- 
cite a favour dearer to him than his own life. Ma¬ 
rius did his utmoft to oppofe the re-eftablifhment 
of the perfon whom he had fo unworthily expelled; 
but in vain. The People, on the motion of Ca- 
lidius, one of the Tribunes, recalled Metellus. 

The 0) warm and tender affe&ion expreffed by 

his fon on this occafion, obtained him the firname 
of Pius, as much as to fay good fon , man of an ex¬ 
cellent difpofition: a firname of lefs glory, but more 
eftimable than the titles of the conquerors of na¬ 
tions. 

Metellus was prefent at the celebration of games, 
when he received the letters, that informed him of 
his recal. He deferred reading them, till the 
lhews were over. No emotions were obferved in 
his countenance. He (b) was always the fame in 
both fortunes; always mafter of himfelf, and fu- 
perior to all palTions, as his banilhment had not 


(a) Metellus Pius, pertinaci 
erga exfulem patrera amore, 
tam clarum Iacrymis, quam 
alii vicloriis nomen aflecutus. 
Val. Max. v- 2. 

[b] Eumdem conftat pari 


vultu & exfulem fuifle, & re- 
ftitutum: adeo moderationis 
beneficio, medius Temper inter 
fecundas & adverfas res animi 
firmitate verfatus eft, VaL 
Max. iv. 1. 


over- 
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overwhelmed him with grief, his recal was attend* 
ed with no immoderate joy. 

When it was known, that he was upon tho 
point of arriving at Rome* the Senate and Peo¬ 
ple, the rich and poor, in a word, the whole' 
city, feemed to contend who fhould be foremoft 
in meeting him, and to make him fome kind of 
reparation for the injuftice committed againft him. 
It {a) may be faid, that neither offices, nor tri¬ 
umphs, ever did him more honour, than either the 
caufe of his banifhment, the wife conduft he ob- 
ferved in it, or laftly, the glory of his return. 

Marius, not being able to bear the fight of the 
honours, which he rightly forefaw, would be paid 
to his enemy, (for the homage paid to virtue is 
the greateft of torments to envy) had quitted the 
city, and embarked for Cappadocia and Galatia; 
alledging as an excufe, that he was going to per¬ 
form the facri6ce$ he had vowed to the mother of 
the gods. We fhall fee in the fequel, that he had 
alfo another fecret view, which was to excite and 
haften the war Mithridates was fufpe&ed to medi¬ 
tate againft the Romans *, not doubting, but in 
that cafe, the command of the armies would be 
given to him, and confequently the occafion of ac¬ 
quiring new glory, and new riches. Accordingly, 
though that King fpared nothing in his reception, 
and even overwhelmed him with marks and pro- 
feffions of honour, Marius would neither fuffer 
himfelf to be foftened, nor be induced to return 
him deference for deference, but faid to him with 
his ufual haughtinefs. King of Pontus , you tnujt 
either make yonrfelf more powerful than the Ro¬ 
mans, or fubmit to their orders . Mithridates, who 


{a) Nec triumphis honori- 
bafque, quam am causa ex- 
mi i, am exfilio, aut reditu 


clarior fuit Numidicus. 
Paterc . ii. 15. 



had 
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had never heard any one fpeak to him in fuch a ^ nt R c 6 ' 3 ' 
(tile, conceived then an idea of the Roman pride, nt ’ ’ 
which he had hitherto only known from the re¬ 
port of others. 


SECT, III. 

Birth of Cerf or. Antonius bed triumphed over the 

Pirates . Aquiliius , accufed of extortion , is faved 
by the eloquence of Antonius. Oppreffive exactions 

of the Roman Magift rates in the provinces. Ad¬ 
mirable conduct of Scrfvola, Proconful of Afia . 
Human villi ms prohibited. Duronius is expelled 
the Senate for a very remarkable reafon. The 
kingdom of Cyrenc left to the Romans by will. Ser- 
tor ins , a military Pribune , ftgnalizes himfelf in 
Spain. Praife of Craffus , and Sc avoid. Law 
pa fed by the Confuls to prevent ufur ping the free¬ 
dom of Rome without right. Sc<evola renounces 
the government of the province fallen to him by- 
lot. Integrity and noble confidence of Craffus , Se¬ 
dition of Norbanus. He is fummoned to take his 
trial. Char alter cf Sulpicius. Wife advice given 
him by Antonius. PratorJljip of Sylla . He ex¬ 

hibits a Jbew of a combat , with an hundred lions 
unchained. Decree of the Cenfors Craffus and 
Domitilts agavft the Latin rhetoricians. Debates 
between the Cenfors. Luxury of the orator Craf¬ 
fus. Unjuft condemnation of Rutilius . He goes 
into voluntary banifoment. He is invited to re¬ 
turn to Rome by Sylla , and refufes. He had 

made himfelf mafter of all polite knowledge . 


Vol. IX. 


U 


M. A*- 
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M. Avtonius. 

A. Post u m 1 us Albinus. 


Birthcf r T^HE recal of Metcllus Numidicus, and the 
J.Ca-ar. birth of J. Csfar, are the only events, that 

diftinguilh the Conlulllup of M. Antonius. 

Jntonius His Praetorfhip had been more iiiuftrious, du- 
kadtri- ring which he overcame the pirates, who appear 
’^? hcd in this place for the firft time in hiftory •, but of 
'/ whom we fhall have much to fay in the fequel. 
1 He purfued them as far as Cilicia, which was their 

Pip. An- afylum and rendezvous •, and fome probable con- 
r-J auzn. j^ures give room to believe, that he gained ad- 

vantages over them, confiderable enough to de- 
ferve a triumph. This was in the third or fourth 
ConfuKhip of Marius. 


a,r. 654. C^c 1 lius Methllus Nepos. 

Ar.t.c. 95. j Didius. 


jffziir.vs 

ac.~‘<a of 
✓ ~ 

extiition, 

is la-jid 
♦ 

1 . /Oz t *0- 


cunii£ 




~:n tor.:uJ. 


Whatever honour a triumph might do M. An¬ 
tonius, his eloquence made him (till more remar¬ 
kable both during his life, and to pofterity. Pie 
gave a glorious proof of it this year in the caufe 
of M\ Aquillius, who had terminated the war 
againft the (laves of Sicily with equal valour and 
fuccefs; but who did not pique himlelf fo much 
on his probity as on his courage, and whom the 
love of money had induced to commit many afts 
of injuftice. He was in confequence accufed of 
extortion. Fafts were cited, witnefles produced, 
and proofs employed againft him, that were un¬ 
answerable. He incrcalcd the danger he was in 

by his pride, which would neither fuffer him to 

put on the fuppliant, nor to implore the mercy of 
his judges. It ever caufe was defperate, his was *, 
and his condemnation feemed inevitable. 


But 
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But his advocate was one of the mod excellent M* 

Ant. C. 98* 

wanted nothing, either on the fide of nature, or 
on that of art, which he however difguifed, (a) af¬ 
fecting no great cultivation of mind, from the 
belief, that his difcourfe would make the greater 
impreffion on his hearers, becaufe they would have 
lefs fufpicion of him. He (b) fcemed to plead 
without any preparation ; but however was fo 
well prepared, chat his judges (did not feem always 
fufficiendy fo to be upon their guard againft the 
latent art of his pleadings. His great talent con¬ 
fided in moving the pallions *, and never did that 
talent appear with greater luftre, than in a difad- 
vantagious caufe, as was that of Aquillius. It is 
himfelf, or if you will, Cicero in his name, who 
makes this remark. 44 When (c) the judges in- 
46 cline in my favour, and give in of themfclves 
“ to what I would have them, I take the advan- 
44 cage of that favourable dilpofition, and make 
44 all the fail I can with the wind. But when I 
44 find them indifferent and unaffefted, the thing 


orators Rome had ever produced. Antonius 


[a] Antonius prooabiliorem 

hoc populo o;v.:ionem fore 
cenfebar fu::m, Ii di- 

dicifle nur.qu:;:a puturetur. 

De Orfit. ii s ». 

* 

[b) F.r:it metnoiia fumma, 
nulla meditations b ij.icio 1 in - 
paratus Temper ad Uicenduin 
ingredi videbatur: fed kacrat 
paratus, ut Judices, il!o di- 
cente, nonnunquam videren- 
tar, non fatis parati ad caven- 
duin fuifle. Cic. Brute, 139. 

(r) Si fe dant [Judices,] Sc 
fua fponte, quo impellimus, 


accipio quod datur, & ad id, 
unde aliquis flatus oftenditur, 
vela do. Sin eit integer quie- 
tufquc judex, plus eft operis: 
fust eniin omnia diccndo ex- 
citanda, nihil adjuvante natu- 
ra Sed tantam vim habet 
i.la, qute.re&e a bono poeta 
d nfl.i eil ftexanima atque omni¬ 
um regina rerum orotio, ut non 

modo indinantem * impellere, 
aut ftantem inclinare, fed etiam 
adverfantem & repugnantem, 
ut imperator bonus ac fortis 
capere pollit. De Orat. ii.# 

which feems contrary 


inclinnnt atque propencient; 

* 1 read impellere injlead of erigere, 
to all the reft of Cicero's meaning here . 

U 2 
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“ is more difficult: for then the orator muff pro- 
“ duce, or in a manner create anew, by the pure 
u force of eloquence, all the fentiments he has 
“ occafion to excite, without the aid or favour of 
ct any previous difpofuion, independent of him- 
£: felt. However, I do not defpair. For elo- 
“ quence, which a good poet juftly ftiles, the 
“ miftrefs of the affeftions of the mind, the queen 
<l that exercifes abfoiute dominion over mankind , elo- 
“ quence has an invincible force, that nothing 
“ can refill. Little fuisfied with itfclf, when it 
‘ c has only to give the bent, to which men are 
“ already inclined, or to overcome their unmoved 
44 indifference ; it glories in bearing down all be- 
41 fore it, notwithftanding their refiftance, and in 
“ compelling them by victorious efforts to fur- 
“ render their arms. 55 

It was in this manner Antonius pleaded the 
caufe, of which I am now fpeaking. After hav¬ 
ing made the mod in his difeourfe of all that 
could be laid in favour of Aquillius, when he was 
going to conclude, he feized him by the arm, 
made him rife up, tore open his veft before, and 
(hewed the judgts the fears of the glorious wounds 
he had received in different battles. He alfo ex¬ 
patiated very much upon another wound, which 
had been given him laft of all in the head by 
Athenion, that brave chief of the revolted flaves. 

It is ealy to conceive what effeft fuch a fight 
muff have produced upon the minds of the judges, 

when attended with ftrong and pathetic expref- 
fions, that argued an heart highly touched with 
grief and commiferation. “ I could not, fays 
“ he {a) have excited thefe fentiments in others, 

" if 

(a) Nolite exiflimare- qu$ in ilia caufa peroranda 

qaem raihi M\ Aquillias ia dixerim, fine magno dolore 
civitate reunend os elTet, me, feciffe. Quern enim ego Con- 

fulem 
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tc if I had not been highly affefled with grief R * 

66 myfelf. And how cciuld I be otherwife, when nt ’ ' 9 ’ 
“ I faw a man, not long before honoured with 
“ the Confulfflip, the command of armies, and a 
“ triumph, in affliction, humiliation ; in danger 
“ of lofing his honour and his country, and re- 
“ duced to the moft deplorable ftatein the world ? 
u Marius, who was prefenr, and fhewed the 
“ concern he was in, in ref^eft to the fenrence, 
i£ that was upon the point of being paffed, was a 
<c great affiflance to me, and much in forced my 
<c difcourfe by the tears he Ihed. I frequently 
a addreffed myfelf to him, recommending to him 
u a friend and ancient Collegue, and reprefenting, 

“ that the caufe I pleaded was the common caufe 
of all Generals of armies. I implbred the aid 
“ of gods and men, of citizens and allies, in fa- 
“ vour of my client; and in all I faid, I intro- 
“ duced a reality of paffion, a grief of heart, 
u without which my difcourfe fo far from moving, 

“ would have been laughed at.” 

The fuccefs anfwered the wiflies and hopes of 
the pathetic orator. " The (a) judges, fays Ci- 

U 3 ccro 


fulem fuifTc, linpcratorem or- 
natum a Senatu, ovantem in 
Capitolium afeendifle memi- 
ni'iem, hunc quum artiiftum, 
debilitattim, maventem, in 
fummnm diferimen addudtum 
vidcrcm, non prius fum co¬ 
llates mifericordiam aliis com- 
moverc quam mifericordia faro 

ipfe captus- 

Quum C. Marius mcerorem 
orarionis mere prxfens ac fe- 
dens mulium lacrymis fuis ad- 
juvaret, quumque ilium ego 
crebro appellans, collegam ei 
fuum commendarem, atque ip- 
fum advocatum ad communem 


Imperaiorum fortunam defen- 
dendam invocarem : non fuit 
)>rec fine mcis lacrvmi% non 
fine dolore magno miferatio, 
omniumque deorum & homi- 
num & civium & fociorum 
imploratio. Quibas omnibus 
verbis, qu& a me turn funt 
liabita, fi dolor abfuilTet me- 
us, non inodo non miferabilis, 
fed irridenda fuiflet oratio 
mea. DeOrat . ii. 194, 195, 
196. 

[a] Eo adduxit eos, qui 
erant judicaturi, vehementer 
ut vererentur, ne quem virum 
fortuna ex hoftium telis eri- 

puiflet 
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A.R.C54* “ cero in one of his orations, were afraid, that if 

^ 0 S * * 

*' ’ t% they condemned a peifon whom fortune had 
“ preferred from the fvvords of the enemy, and 
“ who had not fpared himfclf for the fafety of 
“ the State, he would feem to have efcaped fo 
“ many dangers, lefs to be the ornament and 
glory of that empire, than a vidlim to the 
“ mercilefs rigour of the judges.” Aquiliius was 
acquitted, and gaining the caufe acquired his de¬ 
fender univerfal admiration. I have dwelt the 
more willingly upon this as Livy had men¬ 
tioned it, which appears from Epitome LXX. 
Befides which, it is not ufclefs, even to hiftory, 
to obferve in fo famous an example as this is, that 
the manner of pleading amongft the Romans was 
very different from ours ; and that if ours be more 
dole, precife, and confined to arguments and 
proofs, theirs, by taking in a greater field, gave 
room at the fame time for greater ftrokes of elo¬ 


quence. ' 

It might perhaps have been defired for the good 
of the provinces, that Antonies eloquence had 
not made fo great an imprefimn upon Aquillius’s 
judges ; and that the acre fed had undergone the 


fentence his extortions Od¬ 



in like manner 


as he had received a triumph as the juft reward of 
Extortions his valour and fervices. for the avidity of the 
of the Re- Roman Generals and Magiftrates incrcalVd from 
nar. Mg- t0 an( j the fubjecis of the empire were 

to/pre- expo fed ro all kinds of opprtffions from them. 
nzfzj. Thefe exceffes were prafiifrd with greater licence, 
Diocf sp. as the Roman Knights, who had the foie admini- 
} a3cl *. ft ration of juftice in Rome, were in ter eft ed in fa¬ 


vouring; them. 


For the publicans, or tax farmers. 


T'oitler cccm fibi non rercr- crodelitatem videretor effe 

* 1 

cuTet. hie, non ad pope i Ro- fervaui?. In Fcrr. v. 3. 
roani fucem, fed ad Judicum 


as 
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of the order of Knights. 


, as we have already obftrved more than once, were 

In confequence the Pro- 
confuls and Propraetors, by overlooking the avidi¬ 
ty of the publicans in the provinces, were fure of 
gratifying their own with impunity, as their 
judges at Rome were the friends, partners, and 
affociates of thofe, they fupported in their op¬ 
pressions. 

There were 


2 95 

A R. 6<4. 
Ar.r, C. 9 S 


(till 


however fome amongft the 


Roman Magiftratcs, who did not fuffer them- 
felves to be carried away by the torrent of bad 
example, and who even thought it for their ho¬ 
nour to oppofe it. Hiftory gives us two of this 
kind at the time, of which 


£» 


at tne time, ot which we are fpeakin 
though it is not eafy to determine exaftly the year 
they governed their happy provinces. 

The firft is Mucius * Scaevola, who was Admirable 
fent Proconful into Afia. His hr ft care was to ^uduffo/ 
chufe an excellent Lieutenant-General, the virtu -p^’ 0 ° n l) 
ous Rutilius, who was his friend, and principal 0 f jJ a> 

counfellor. Integiity and incorruptibility are the 
leaft virtues, that deferve praife in Scfevola. He 
fcarce exacted the I urns from the provinces, that 
cuftom admitted him to levy for the fupport of 
himfelf and his houfhold. He found a better re- 
fource, which was that of a frugal Simplicity. But 
what did him the greateft honour, was, notwith- 
ftanding the enormous credit of the Roman 
Knights, his gencroufly attacking the publicans, 
who had committed oppreffions, and punifhing 
them with drift juftice. He gave ear to the com¬ 
plaints brought againft them, and if they were 
proved, condemned them to make the injured 
amends j and to reduce them to do fo, gave them 


* This is Scsevola the Pon¬ 
tiff, who mufi not he confounded 
with Sc&vola the Augur, of 


whom we have fpoken elfe- 
where. 


u 4 


up 
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a.r. 654. up according to the Roman laws to their adverfa- 

Tits. It was a very unexpected and grateful fight 
to all AGa, to fee thofc haughty oppreffors drag¬ 
ged to prifon in their turn by thofe they had rob¬ 
bed. If he treated the mafters in this manner, we 
may realonably believe, that their inferior officers, 
who were commonly only flaves, were not fpared. 
One of thefe, who was a kind of principal agent 
to them, Scsvola ordered to be crucified, though 
he had already negotiated his liberty with his maf¬ 
ters, and was ready to pay the price for it. By 
this conduct he regained the Roman People the 
affection qf the Afiaticks •, and acquired it fo 
much for his own perfon, that according to an 
impious cuftom, though authorized by idolatry, 
they eftabhfhrd a feftival in honour of him, which 
Cic. in was called the Mud an fc aft. The Senate afeer- 
Verr. ii. wards propofed the conduct cf Screvola to Procon- 
5 1 * fuls, as the model by which they fbould dircffl 

Val. Max. themfclvcs. We fnall loon fee in what manner 
viii - ! 5 * the Roman Knights revenged themfclves upon Ru- 

tilius; probably not having occafion to do fo up¬ 
on Scasvula. 


/r.icf The freond example which lam to relate, is 

hat of L. Scmpror.ius Afeilio, Praetor of Sicily. 

r'rtro'f §* ve an i- ca °1 the wifiom of his government 

c /r? ,y_ J in a word, it fuffices to fay, that he was the wor- 
Tiod.ib. thv imirator of Scsevola. But one crcumftance, 


which highly merits our notice, is his peculiar at¬ 
tention in protecting the weak. Other Pr^tors 
gave guardians to yeueg per Tons and women, 
who had no near relations. As to him, he made 


himfeif the guardian of ail thofc who had none; 
and taking care of their affairs perfonally, prefer¬ 
red them from oppreffion. In a word, by being 
the avenger of all ir.jnftice, pub!ic k or private, he 
re Gored thofe happy times in Sicily, of which it 
had almoft loft the remembrance. 
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Cn. Cornelius Lentulus. 
P. Cicinius Crassus. 


A. R. 655. 
Ant. C, 97. 


Plin. 


xxvii. 1. 


The fecond of the two Confuls of this vear is. 

* ' 

the father of the- famous Craffus one of the firft 
Triumvirate with Pompey and Casfar. 

A decree of the Senate was paffed under thefe Human 
Confuls, to prohibit human facrifices. For hi- viaim 
therto, to the difgrace of human nature, and 
the Roman nation in particular, thofe abomina- Nat. xxx ’ 
ble facrifices had been pradifed at Rome by the 1. 
publick authority. This is the firft time they 
were forbade * nor did this prohibition fuffice to 
abolifh them. If we may believe Dio, Csefar Dio. 1. 
revived them : and Pliny tells us, that the age in** 1 . 11 - 
which he lived, had more than once been witnefs 
of them. 

A refolution having been taken for creating Phu 
Cenfors, every body expeded that Marius, who 
was then returned to Rome, would (land for that 
office. But fince the affair of Saturninus, his cre¬ 
dit was fo much declined both with the Nobility 
and People, that he was afraid to prefent him- 
felf for fear of being rejeded. He however gave 
the thing a turn to his advantage, in faying, that 
he was unwilling to render himfelf odious by the 
feverity, the Cenforfhip would have made incum¬ 
bent upon him. M. Antonius and L. Valerius 
Flaccus wereeJedcd Cenfors. 

The particulars of their condud in that office Duronius 
is not come down to us. All that we know is , is ex P eil ^ 
fhat they nominated M. ASmilius Scaurus Prince 
of the Senate, and ftruck M. Duronius out of 
the lift of the Senators, becaufe when he was Tri- able rea- 
buneof the People, he had repealed the * law for/ 0 ** 

* The laj} law of this kind was the law Licinea y of which 
tv e have fpoke in'Vo l. VIII, 


mode 



* 
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A. I'» 
Ant. *- 


o - 


Domitius, Cassius, ConfuL. 
moderating t'.e exnencrs of the table, Valerius 

O * 

Mix'mus p!ic.-s me u n worth ineis of this Tribune’s 
behaviour in ail it’s light. He tells us, that he 
trended the Tribunal of harangues, to make the 

v / * 

following complaints to the People: A check is 
laid upon your luxury, Romans, which you ought 
not io endure : your liberty is laid under a reft rift ion , 
that ft:::ild he ini-.'.portable io you . A law is made 
to ctfiige you to be frugal. JFe cancel and annul that 
decree , as favouring of the rift of rude and favage 
antiquity. For , in a word, of what life is liberty lo 
you , if you are not permitted to ptrifle by luxury , as 
you defire it ? The icnfe of the difeourfc held by 
the Tribune for abolifhing the law in queftion, 
mud indeed have been to this effect. 


A. R. 6 : 5 . 
Ant. C. 96. 


Cn. Domitius Ahenobarbus. 
C. Cassius Longinus. 


?h king- The Roman greatnefs increafed by every kind 
donofCj- 0 f method. We have feen Attalus Phiiometor, 


rent given 
to the Ro- 
mar.5 by 

• n 
Wild. 


King of Pergamus, bequeath his dominions to the 
Romans by will. This year Pcolomreus Apion 
did the fame. He was the natural ion of Ptolo- 


maeus Phyfcon, King of Egypt, who at his death • 
had provided for his eftablifhment, by giving him 
Cyrenaica and the adjacent countries. This par¬ 
tition of the kingdom of Egypt was to have 
ceafed, as it feemed, after the death of the per- 
lon, for whom it had been made. Apion prefer¬ 
red the Romans, and thereby diminifhed the 
power of the Ptolomies, which was not a little de¬ 
clined already from domeflick divifions and civil 
wars. The Romans gave the cities lately be¬ 
queathed to them liberty. They were inhabited 
by Greeks, to whom fuch a prefenc was infinitely 
agreeable ; and the Romans thereby avoided the 
fuin:cion of avidity. 


T. Di- 
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T. Didius, who had been Conful in 6^4, had ^ t R c 6 ^* 
made war during two years after in Spain with Sertorius, 
con fide ruble fuccefs. But we fliould have been a military 
enr a'y ignorant of all that had palled during his Tribune, 
command, if Sertorius had not fcrved under him 
as Tribune of the foldiers. That has preferved us Spain. 
a fad related by Plutarch, in which we fhail 
diicern the genius of Sertorius, who was a man of 
great prefence of mind, and knew how to unite 
ftratagem with boldnefs. 


He was in garrifon at Caftulo, a city fituated 
upon the Bretis, or Guadalquivir , and famous in 
hiftory from the time of the war with Hannibal. 
The Roman foldiers living in great plenty, made 
an immoderate ufe of it, and gave themfclves up 
to wine and every kind of excefs. The inhabi¬ 
tants of Caftulo took advantage of this diflolute 
negligence. They applied to the Gyrifenii, their 
neighbours and allies, and having obtained aid 
from them, which they fecretly introduced into 


their city, they fell upon the Romans, of whom 

they killed a great number. Sertorius efcaped, 
and having affembled all thofe who had found 
means to quit the place, he went round it to the 
gate where the fuccours had entered. The Barba¬ 
rians had not taken the precaution to poft a guard 
there. Sertorius feized and left a party in it, and 
falling ilpon the Spaniards, put them all to the 
fword. 

This was not all. He made the Romans put 
on the habits of thofe they had lately killed, and 
led them immediately to the city of the Gyrifasniu 
The latter, deceived by the Spanifh habits, be¬ 
lieved them their own citizens and allies, returned 
with viftory, and opened their gates to them. 
Sertorius killed abundance of them, and fold the 
reft, who furrendered at diferetion ; and in this 
manner not only recovered a city, which had 

been 
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Prai/e cf 

CjTTJ-US 

and' ZciS- 
*i-Jala . 

Anc. Hill 
X. XII. 
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•been almoft loft to the Romans, but added a new 

* conqueft to it. 

L. Licinius Crassus. 

MUCIUS SCi£VOLA, 

The two Confuls of this year are extremely ii- 
luftrious. The one was the orator Craftus, whofe 
eloquence is fo much celebrated by Cicero. I have 
fpoke of him elfewhere with Efficient extent. The 

* other is the fame Scasvola, whofe admirable con¬ 
duit in the ProconfuHhip of Afia I have related 
juft above. They lived in great friendfhip, and 
had been Collegucs in all the great offices, except 
the Tribuneffiip, which Scaevola had not exer- 
cifed, till a year after Craftus. They refembled 
each other very much in their talents. For they 
were (a) both orators and lawyers, but with this 
difference ; Scnevola excelled moft in the know¬ 
ledge of law, and Craftus in eloquence. The 
fame was obferved in every thing elfe. They 
were (b) alike in all things, uniting in themfelvcs, 
but in an unequal degree, qualities that balanced 
each other, fo that it was hard to know, to which 
to give the preference. Craftus, of all thole, who 
were ftudious of elegance and the ornaments of 
fpeech, was the perlon who employed both with 
moft moderation and referve j and Scaevola, of 
thofe who piqued themfclves upon being fparing 
and rderved in refpedl to ornaments, gave molt 

[a) Eloquent]’2m jurifperi- erat elegantium parciflimus, 
tiSmus CrafTus, jurifperitorum Scxvoh parcorum elegantiftl- 
eloquenrifnmns Scsvola puta- mus. Craffus in fumma co- 
batar. Cc.Brut, 145. mitate hibebat etiam feverita- ' 

{b) Id reliqais rebus ita dif- tis fatis ; Scrtvola multa in fe- 
fimiles eran: inter fefe, ftacue- veritate non deerat taraen co¬ 
re ut tamcn non pokes, utrius mitas. Id. ibid . 148. 
ft malles fimiliorem. Crailus 

elegance 
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The thing was carried 


elegance to his ftile. Craffus united a ferious, A - ^ 6 S7« 
and fomething fevere, air, with great natural po- ’ ' 95 ' 
litenefs: Scawola tempered the feverity, which 
was natural to him, with polite and infinuating 
behaviour. 

The Confullhip of thefe two great men fur - Law p a f- 
nifhed us no other, confiderable event, except the 
law, which they paffed in concert, to prevent p^ent** 
ufurping the freedom of Rome, which abundance tt furping 
of Latines and other Italians had affumed, with- the free - 
out any legitimate title or pretence. It had long °f . 
been neceffary to obviate frauds of this nature, ome ' 
that multiplied exceedingly. I have related the VoL VII. 
precautions, which were taken to remedy this 
abufe in the Confulfhip of C. Claudius and Ti. 
Sempronius, A. R. 575. 

much farther by M. Junius Pennus, Tribune of 
the People, who in 626, paffed a law to oblige 
all perfons, who were not citizens, to quit Rome; 
a cruel law («), a law contrary to humanity, which 
C. Gracchus, then very young, oppofed with all 
his might, but ineffectually. The law of our two 
Confuls was wife. It is unjuft, and contrary to 
good order, that thofe, who are not citizens, 

Ihould pafs thtmfelves for fuch : and this was all 
that it prohibited. It was however charged with Cic. pro. 
having hurt the Commonwealth, and occafioned p? rn ^' & 
the revolt of the dates of Italy, and the war with ^ ^ C0IK 
the allies. But the evil was of more ancient date, 
and had a deeper root. 

We do not know what province fell to Sece- Sc awl a 
vola. But he renounced it. He could not add renounces 

any thing to the glory he had acquired in his go - tbe 
vernment of Alia, 'vemmnt 

of a pro- 

N wince fal- 
& Scxvola : ufu vero urbis i en t0 j/ im 

prohibere peregrinos, fane in- i nt 

humanum eft. Cic. de Offic. J 

iii. 47. 

Craffus,- 


(a) Effe pro cive qui civis 
non fit, return eft non )ice- 
re: quam legem tulerunt fa- 
pientiffimi Confules, Craflus 



P b 


vain. 
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A.-R- 657- Craffus, after the year of his Confulfhip was 
O^^elapfcd, weot to Gallia Cifalpina, which was his 
fires a tri province; and all his wifdom was not proof a- 

gainft the defire of a triumph. He checked the 
incurfions of fome mountaineers, who from time 
to time infefted the low country. But his exploits 
were neither confiderable, nor the war itfelf very 
neceffary ; if it be true, as (a) Cicero elegantly 
lays, that he was almoft for fencing with the rocks 
of the Alps; and fought matter of triumph, where 
there was no enemy. Accordingly he demanded 
a triumph, and his credit was fo great in the Se¬ 
nate, that he would have obtained it. But Scse- 
vola’s auftcrity intcrpofed. Though he was his 
friend and collegue, he preferred the honour of the 
Commonwealth to private ties, and prevented his 
demand from being granted. 

j nt£rrity For the reft, Craffus afted in his government 

and noble with the utmoft virtue and integrity. And Car- 
confidence bo, the fon of him he hadaccufed and caufed to 
v condemned, coming into Gaul to be a fpy upon 

ax * his actions, that wife Magiftrate was fo far 
from fearing him, that he afligned him a place by 
his fide on his tribunal, and gave judgment on no 
affair, except in his prclence, and before his eyes: 
a noble confidence, and more for his honour than 
his great talents ! 

Sedition of Whilft Craffus was at Rome, and {till Conful, 
Nor ban us. the Tribune Norbanus excited a violent fedition 

there, by accufing Caepio before the people. I 
have related the particulars of it above, and the 
event in refpect to Caepio. This affair had con- 
fequences to Norbanus, of which I am going to 


• •• 
m. 


give an account. 


(a) L. Craffus, homo fapi- ut ubi hoftis non erat ibi tri- 
entijEmus noftrs civitaris, fpi- umphi caufam aliquam qurere- 
calis prope feru tarns eft Alpes; ret. Cic. in Pif. 6 z. 

C. Ceo- 
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C. Coelius Caldus. 

L. Domitius Ahenobarbus. 


A. R. 658. 
Ant. C. 94.. 


Under thefe Confuls, -Norbanus was cited to Norbanus 
take his trial, as guilty of high-treafon, by th z cited to a 
fedition, of which he had been the author. 
rians are allowed to defcribe battles between Ge¬ 
nerals in the held ; and wherefore fhould they not 
be alfo indulged in relating conflicts of another 
kind, but not lefs affefting and inftruftive to a 
great number of readers ? I mean thofe of elo¬ 
quence between the moft illuftrious orators of an¬ 
tiquity. We are going to fee one, of which Ci¬ 
cero has explained to us the whole art and ad- 
drefs. Sulpicius was the accufer of Norbanus, 
whom Antonius defended. What has hitherto 
been faid of Antonius, fuffices for our knowledge 
of him. 


' Sulpicius was then very young. He was de- Charaatr 
figned by nature to be a great and fublime orator. o/Sulpi- 
He had fire, vehemence, and elevation of mind. de 
As to all the parts, that conftitute the eloquence of q 1 ^ * 
the body, a happy and noble phyfiognomy, the , 3I} 
graces and dignity of aftion, a fweet, and at the 
fame time a ftrong voices all thefe advantages he 

But let us hear 


132. 


poffcffed in an eminent degree, 
what Antonius is going to fay of him. 


“ l Wife ad- 


Sul pi- 
cius . 


“ heard Sulpicius plead, whilft very young, a °f 
“ caufe of no great confequence; and was charm- ■ / j* tonius 
<c ed with him. His elocution only feemed to 
“ have a little too much of the vivacity of his Ibid. 88, 
u years : it was bold and too luxuriant. This 8 9 * 

“ did not difguft me: for I defire and love that 
“ abundance of thoughts and expreffions in a 
“ young man, though it exceeds bounds, and in 
“ a certain degree departs from juftnefs and pro- • 

“ priety. Finding his genius fo happy, Iftrongly 
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. “ exhorted him to cultivate it with care; to con- 
'“ Cder the bar as the belt fchool in which he 
44 could form himfelf; and to make fome one of 
46 the moft illuftrious orators his model; adding, 
44 that, if I might advife him, he would make 
44 choice of no other but Craffus. He took my 
44 advice, and told me out of politenefs, that he 
44 alfo defired to have me for his matter. A 
44 year was fcarce elapfed after this converfation, 
44 when he accufed Norbanus, whofe defence I 
44 took upon myfelf. I cannot exprefs the change 
44 I obferved in what he now was, from what he 
41 had been but a year before. His genius natu- 
44 rally led him to that lofty and magnificent 
44 kind of eloquence, which we admire in Craf- 
44 fus: but he would not have attained to it, if 
44 to his happy faculties, he had not added affi- 
46 duous application , and in pleading had not em- 
44 ployed his whole attention in imitating the ex- 
“ cellent model he had propofed to himfelf” 

We fee here the great ufe, of which fenior ora¬ 
tors of the firft rank may be to thofe, who enter 
upon the noble profeffion of the bar: and in my 
opinion it is matter of great confolation of them, 
to fee a Chining and laborious youth tread in their 
fteps, by improving, from their advice, and fol¬ 
lowing their example. 

I come now to the caufe of Norbanus, upon 
which Antonius explains himfelf admirably. He 
had infilled much upon this fundamental maxim 
in eloquence, that the orator himfelf ttiould be 
ftrongly moved, if he would move others: after 
which he proceeds in the following manner, ad- 
dretting himfelf to Sulpicius. 41 But what need 
44 I obierve this to you, you, who when you fee 
44 up for the accufer of Norbanus, who had been 
44 my Quaeftor, fo ftrongly animated the Judges, 
not only by the energy of your difeourfe, but 

44 ftill 
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44 (till more by the warmth of the fentiments of 

4 grief and indignation with which you feemed nt * * 9i * 
1 penetrated, that I was almoft afraid to attempt 
4 to extinguifh the kind of flame you had kind- 
6 led in the minds of all that heard you? 

14 Indeed, in the caufe you pleaded, every 
1 thing favoured you. You laid before the 
4 Judges matters of truly great import; a pub- 
4 lick violence, an aflembly obliged to difperfe 
4 by flight, ftones difcharged in volleys by the 
£ feditious, a cruelty that rofe to excefs againft 
4 the unfortunate Caepio, the molt illuflrious ci- 
4 tizen of Rome, the Prince of the Senate 
4 (Scaurus) wounded by a (tone ; and laflly, 

4 two Tribunes of the People driven by force 
4 from the tribunal of harangues : all this feemed 
4 atrocious, and could not be denied. Befides 
4 which, the laudable zeal profefied by fo young 
4 a man as you, for the good order and honour 
4 of the Commonwealth, was generally applaud- 
4 ed : whereas it feemed fcarce confiftent for an 
4 old Cenfor, as I was, to defend a feditious citi- 
4 zen, and one who had taken upon him to in- 
4 creafe the misfortune of a perfon of Confular 
4 dignity. We had excellent citizens for our 
c judges: the publick place was full of perfons 
4 of worth ; fo that it was not without great dif- 
4 Acuity I was allowed fome fhadow of excufe, 

4 on account after all, that the perfon I defended 
4 had been my Qureftor. 

c< It was in this difpofition of mind I found 

4 every body. Whether there was art, or not, 

5 in my difcourfe, you will judge. As to me, 

4 I fhall content myfeif with relating what I 
4 did. I ran over all the different kinds of fe- 
4 ditions that had difturbed the Commonwealth, 

4 tracing them back to the mo ft remote times: 

4 1 did not palliate their inconveniences and dan- 

Vol, IX. X 44 gers; 
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a.R. 6 :g. “ crers; and concluded, that indeed all thefe fe- 

1 . Q w 

•94-u ditions had been unhappy-, but that fome 
41 ought however to be confidered as juft and ne- 
44 ceffary. I (hewed, that the Kings could nei- 
44 thcr have been expelled, Tribunes created, li- 
61 mitations given to the Confular power by the 
44 decrees of the People, as had been fo often 
44 done, nor the right of appealing to the Peo* 
44 pie inftituted, that right, which may juftly be 
41 termed the alvlum of the citizens, and the bul- 
44 wark of liberty, without a ftrong refiftance on 
44 the fide of the Nobility, attended with vio- 
44 lent commotions. That confequently, if all 
4; thefe fedicions had been falutary to the Com- 
44 monwealth, tumultuous commotions excited by 
44 the People on the affair in queftion ought not to 
44 be imputed, without drift enquiry, to Norba- 
44 nus as a capital crime. 

44 After this firft ftep, I proceeded to a fe- 
44 cond. I added, that if it were allowed, that 
44 the People, on fome occafions, had juft rea- 
44 fons for violence and infurreftion, as could not 
44 be denied, they certainly never had a more le- 
44 gitimate caufe for them than in the prefent cafe. 
44 In this place I gave a loofe to my genius: I 
44 inveighed flrongly againft Caepio’s (hameful 
44 flight: I deplored the lofs of the army. I 
44 thereby revived the grief, and opened the 
* s wounds of thofe, who lamented their relations 
“ killed in that unfortunate battle: and at the 
44 fame time I reanimated, and fupported with 
44 the motive of publick good, the hatred of the 
44 Roman Knights, our judges, for Caepio, who 
“ had defired to diveft them, at lead in part of 
44 the adminiftration of juftice. 

44 When I perceived, that I had gained the aff 
44 Cendant of my audience, and that the judges 
u feemed to have become favourable to my caufe ; 

“ to 

•- a 
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44 to the warm and vehement paffions I had hi- ^ t R ' c 6 ' 2, 
44 therto employed, I fubftituted mild and more n ’ ‘ 94 * 
“ fooching fentiments, I rcprefented, that my 
46 all was now in queftion: that I fpoke for a 
“ friend, who having been my Quae ft or, accord- 
“ ing to the maxims of our anceftors, ought to 
cc be as dear to me, as if he were my own fon. 

< c That after having frequently been of fome fer- 
44 vice ro unknown perfons, with whom I had no 
44 other tie than that of being citizens of the fame 
4t ftarc, it would be equally afflictive and ftiame- 
4C ful to me, not to have it in my power to lend 
44 the like aid to a man with whom I had fo 
44 ftriCt an union. I defired the judges, that they 
44 would fuffcr thcmfelves to be moved out of 

1 

44 confideration for my age, the offices with which 
44 1 had been honoured, the fervices I might have 
44 rendered the Commonwealth, and laftly, with 
44 the juft and tender forrow, with which they 
44 faw me fo much affeCted : that they would not 
cc refufe me the firft grace, I had ever afked 
44 them perfonally for myfelf, having never ufed 
44 my intereft for other accufed perfons I had de- 
44 fended, but as for my friends, whereas at pre- 
44 fent I confidcred the danger as my own. 

44 I managed this caufe therefore in a manner 
44 that might feern contrary to the rules of art, 

44 but with fucccfs, I touched but lightly upon 
44 the crime of treafon to the ft ate, which was 
44 the chief point of the charge. The whole 
64 weight of my argument turned upon the paf- 
44 fions and manners; that is, I confined myfelf 

44 on one fide, to revive the fentiments of hatred 

• 4 againft Gepio with vehemence; and on the 
44 other, to conciliate the affeCtion of the judges 
44 to myfelf, by expreffing the charader of a ten- 
44 der and faithful friend. It was in this manner 
44 Sulpicius, that by rather moving the heart, 

X 2 u than 
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'S-“ than convincing the reafon, I triumphed over 
s4 " cc your accufition.” 

This account of Antonius is further cleared up 
and confirmed by Sulpicius’s anfwer. “ Nothing 

ci is more true, laid he to Antonius, than what 
“ you have now related. For if ever I thought 
mvfelf fecure of fuccefs, it was on this occa- 
Ci fion, in which I however law it efcape on a 
“ fudden out of my hands. When, after having 
ct kindled what you call a flame in the minds of 
“ the judges, I* It It you to fpeak : great gods, 
what an introduction was yours! What fear, 
tc trouble, hefitation, even to the fyllables of your 
u words, did you exprefs! In what a manner 
£t did you lay hold of the only circumftance, that 
u could ferve you as fome excufe, the ftrift union 
“ eftabliflied by our law’s and cufloms between a 
“ Conful and his Qureftor ? With what add refs 
“ did you take the advantage of that point, for 
“ attaining a favourable beginning with the 
£: Judges! I however was not difeouraged, ima- 
C£ gining that all you would be able to gain by the 
u fine and exquifite turns of an artful difeourfe, 
41 was, that in favour of your particular engage- 
“ ments with Norbanus, you would be excufed 
“ for taking upon you his defence, and for charg- 
“ ing youriclf with a bad caufe. But I was foon 
u undeceived. You did not confine yourfclf to 
“ that; but infenfibly infinuating yourfclf into 
t; favour, you carried your pretenfions much far- 
Ci rher. Nobody perceived it yet: but I began 
“ to fear in earneft, when I faw you give the 
u caufe a turn, by the means of which all that 
“ had pa fled was no longer a fedition, but an 
“ effect of the Juft wrath of the Roman People. 
cs What arguments did you not employ againft 
“ Caepio! What abhorrence and indignation did 
“ your dilcourfe not breath againft the author of 

“ a bloody 


t 
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44 a bloody defeat-, and at the fame time what 
44 commiferation, as well for the Commonwealth, 

16 as for the individuals who had perifhed in the 
“ battle! In the fame manner you treated every 
“ thing that related to Scaurus and my other wit- 
44 neffes, not by refuting their depofuions, but by 
“ afcribing the whole to the well-grounded re- 
46 fentment of the People.” 

Norbanus was in confequence acquitted, and 
the eloquence of Antonins again faved a criminal 
from the punifliment he deferved, The Judges 
at Rome feem to have confidered themfelves next; 
to abfolute mafters of the fate of the accufed, ra¬ 
ther than as Haves to the law. And happy it 
was, when their caprice difpofed them to afford 
a criminal grace, and not to deftroy an innocent 

orator’s addrefs is however laudable in it- 
felf *, and I thought I might be allowed to give 
it a place here, the rather, as facts purely hiftori- 
cal are abfolutely wanting at this period. It may 
ftrve both as a caution a gain ft the like artifices, 
and an eximple, in cafe of defending a good 
caufe, but one compounded with, and obfeured, 
by odious prejudices. In this light let me be in¬ 
dulged to make the following comparifon. 

It were undoubtedly to be defired, in order to 
form young Noblemen intended for the proftffion 
of war, that the great Generals, who, by the 
content of the publick, have diftinguifhed their 
fuperior merit.in it, would take the trouble, after 
events are palled, to give us with their own hands 
the general plan of a campain, conceived and 
contained in the head of only one perfon, the re¬ 
mote meafures taken for a fiege or a battle, the 
profound fecrefy that prevented them fromcoming 
to the enemy’s knowledge, the true caufes of the 
fuccefs or mifearriage of an enterprize; and many 

X 3 other 
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other the like circum(lances, which, properly 
fpeaking, are the foul both of an aftion and an 
hiftory. And it is lefs ufcful for young advo¬ 
cates and perfons intended for the bar, to be 
taught from his own mouth by one of the mod 
famous orators of the ancient world, the whole 
art he ufed, and all the fecret fprings he employed, 
in a caufe bad indeed, but which the beft may re¬ 
ferable in point of difficulty ? Is there any fyftem 
of rhetorick comparable to fucn obfervations ? 
Accordingly (a) Sulpicius, vs ho had earneftly en¬ 
treated Antonius to give him precepts of elo¬ 
quence, confeffes, that the explanation he had 
been pleafed to repeat of what he pradifed him- 
fclf in his pleadings, was infinitely more ufcful 
than all the precepts in the world *. 


A R. 659. 
Ant- C. ^5. 


C. Valerius Flaccus. 
M. Herennius. 


Fra-tsr- 


Sylla, of whom nothing is faid in hiftory from 
the battle with the Cimbri, in which he ferved un¬ 
der Catulus, is now to appear again upon the 
ftage, where he will have a principal part to the 
end of his life. He was a Flavor this f year or 
the next. But, what is fingular, this man, de- 
ftined in a fhort time to fee the whole Roman Em¬ 
pire fuhjedcd to his fway, found it iufficiently 
difficult to obtain the Prsetorfhip *, and he did not 
get it till he had experienced a rciufal. He endea- 


'a) Qsxquem abs te mod6 
cemmemorarentur, equidem 
iv-:ia przeepta defiderabam. 
];bm cnim irlam demonflra- 
tionem cefecfionam ruarum 
ab; te ipio commeiBoratam 
do£rinam ci?e non mediocrem 
pato. G.\ ii. de Or. 204. 


* Here Novjicur Rollin's 
manujeript enas. 

•f Pigbius and Freinjbemius 
date Sylie's Prtet’S'-fhip in ibis 
sear. Something t ell. Pat ere. 
fays , ii. I:, ferns to make it 

a sear later. 

-/ 

voured 
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voured in the memoirs, which he wrote of his ^ m R ' c 659 , 
life, to difguife the true caufe of this repulfe, by 
faying, that the People were for forcing him to 
ftand for the TEdilefhip, bccaufc thofe who had 
that office were obliged to exhibit games, and 
they expefted very magnificent ones from him in 
effed of his correfpondence with Bocchus. Ac¬ 
cording to Plutarch, the truth is, he conceived, 
that he fhould carry the fuffrages irrefiltibly by 
the mere recommendation of his name and merit. 

He was miftaken. The People would be folli- 
cited, and often even paid. Sylla taught by ex- _ 
perience, flood again after the delay of one year, 
and partly by popular behaviour, which he well 
knew how to employ, and partly by money, he 
obtained the Prsetorfhip. Accordingly in a quar¬ 
rel, which he had with Casfar Strabo, a man of 
wit, praifed by Cicero for his pleafantry and fa- 
cetioufnefs, as he threatened him with uftng the 
power of his office : Right, replied Caelar laugh¬ 
ing, it is your office indeed ; for you bought it and 
paid for it. 

V or the red Sylla gratified the People in refp t&Heex- 
to the (hews. He exhibited a combat of an hun- bibits a 
d lions, which Bocchus had fenc him from 

• * . i r* i with 


ch 


rp 


Africa, with people of the country accuflomed fj Un ^ rt( i 
to fight with thofe terrible animals. And as in unchained 
this kind of games the danger increafes the plea- thus. 
fure and admiration, it is obferved, that Sylla 
was the firft, that made lions fight without ^ e ’ brevr> ‘ 
chains, whereas till then precaution had been taken, v it. c 13. 
prudently no doubt, not to fight thofe beads with¬ 
out their chains. 

This year the poet Lucretius was born. 
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Plat. ibid. Sylla, after having paflfcd the year of his Prx- 

torfhip in Rome according to cuftom, was fenc 
into Cappadocia to let Ariobarzanes upon the 
throne, who had been lately elected with the ap¬ 
probation of the Romans. Thefe fads will be 
related elfewhere with more extent. Sylla fuc- 
ceeded in this without much diffkulry, and fettled 
Ariobarzanes in polTidion of Cappadocia. 

Whilft he was near the Euphrates, he received 

an Ambiflador from the King ot the Parthians. 

Hitherto that nation had never had occafion to dif- 

♦ 

fer with the Romans: and it has been reckoned 
amongft the inftances of Sylla’s good fortune, 
that he was the firft Roman, to whom the Par¬ 
thians applied in order to treat of amity and alli¬ 
ance. In the interview he behaved with an 
haughtinefs, which leems not to have difpleafed 
at Rime, but however was no: generally approv¬ 
ed. Having cauf-.d thne chairs to be let, he 
placed himlcif in that in the middle between King 
Anooarzar.es and Orabazus. Thar was the Am- 
bafhidor’s name, whom it toll n:* life at his return 
to h;s nidfler, lor having io ii! iiiikdned the ho¬ 
nour cf the nation. 

j) seT ee At Rome the ora:or L. CraiTus was Ccr.ior with 
tbi&K.zTS Cn. Domitius Ahenoburlus. Tlick Ccnlors paf- 
Crafus fed x cKrce ag.iirft the Latin rhetoricians, who 
an * be^au to inercafe in the ritv. whereas before there 

t:u! a- ^ - ' , 

patr.ft tre were rone at Rome burGrc-l: ri;; toiiciaus. The 
Latin r'> i;rr- r had in former t;m:s experienced the like 
C r i ;/ p'4. treatment. Bur the ut’diry of their inftrudion, 

and the ufit ci the pubkek, had fupponed them 

The 

J J V ’ 

Urcir: fcbcols ;n cor.fcquer.ee enjoyed entire li¬ 
berty, 


« i J c l % j I VI t 
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a2-yr.fi the authority wf the Mam ft rates. 
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berty, when the Cenfors, of whom we are fpeak- ^* n ^ 66 °* 
ing, undercook to (hut up the Latin, which were ,9 *’ 
an innovation. Suetonius has prefcrved the fub- Suet, de 
fiance of their decree, which I fhall infert here, Clar.Rhet. 
though it has already been.repeated in the Ancient 
Hiftory. “ We have been informed, that there 
“ are perfons, who, under the name of Latin 
“ rhetoricians, have fct up a new form of ftudies 
“ and exercifes, and that youth affemble in their 
66 fchools, and pafs whole days therein with little 
“ benefit. Our anceftors have inllituted what it 
“ was proper for their children to learn, and to 
u what fchools they fhould go. Thefe new efta- 
“ blifhments, contrary to the cuftoms and ufage 
“ of our anceftors, cannot be pleafmg to us, and 
“ feem contrary to good order. Wherefore we 
“ think it incumbent on us to make known our 
“ opinion, as well to thofe who have opened thefe 
“ fchools, as to fuch as frequent them, and Code- 
“ clare to them, that we difapprove of this in- 

novation.” 

This decree, though conceived as it feems in 
terms mild enough, however prohibited the Latin 
fchools : and it is impoffible not to be furprized to 
fee the moft eloquent man of his age, profcribe an 
indication, that feems fo conducive to the pro- 
grefs of eloquence. For what could be more ufe- 
ful or wife, than early to form youth in writing a 
language, they were to ufe during their whole 
lives ? And accordingly Craffus, in juftifying 
himfelf to Cicero concerning this decree, does not 
condemn the thing irfelf: he only ( a ) taxes thefe 
new mafters with incapacity, cc who, fays he, 

“ teach their difciples nothing but boldnefs, a 


{a) Hos magiftros nihil in- bonis rebus conjun&um, per 
tclligebam pofl'e doccre, nifi feipfum magnopereeft fugien- 
ut audcrent; quod etium cum dura. De Oral, iii. 94. 
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a. r. 60s. c: dangerous quality even with knowledge, but 
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“ much worle when joined with ignorance. 

Cicero perhaps puts his own opinion into Craf- 
fus’s mouth. However it be, if the Latin rheto¬ 
ricians were fufpended by this fcvere decree, they 
foon after reinftated themfelves: there were abun¬ 
dance of Greek and Latin fchools of eloquence in 
Rome, and youth were accuftomed to compofc 
in both languages; a very ufeful exercifr, and 
perhaps indifpenfibly neceflary for a nation, who 
had received all their knowledge from the Greeks, 
and to which in confequence it was neceff.iry on 
one fide to keep up a commerce with its mailers, 
to prevent falling again into ignorance ■, and on 
the other, to transfer all this foreign learning into 
their own language, that it might be of more ge¬ 
neral advantage. 

Debates It does not appear that the Cenforfhip of Craf- 
between fus and Domicius was either of great utility to the 
the Ccn- Commonwealth, or reflected much honour upon 

° n ' themfelves. It pafled almoft entirely in quarrels 

and difputes between them, the fource of which 
was their difference of character. Domitius was 
Ample and rough ; Craffus, on the contrary, gave 
into an elegance of living, that came very near 
luxury, and fcarce left him authority to condemn 
exceflTcs, of which himfelf let the example. 

Luxury of His Collegue reproached him in particular with 
the orator hj s houfe, which was one of the mod magnificent 

P° me: anc ^ infixed principally upon the 
xvii. 1. article of fix trees, which Pliny calls * Lotus , that 

gave a very thick fnade. Shade mud either have 
been very dear, or money prodigioufly plenty at 
Rome, as Domitius, according to the eftimate of 
VaPMax. Valerius Maximus, who fpeaks the mod mode- 

\x. 1 . 


* An Exotic, known to the curious. 
Micocculicr. 


Toe French call it the 


ratciy 
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rately, makes the price of thofe trees amount to 
thirty * millions of fefterces, about feventeen n ‘ ’ 9 ’* 
thoufand pounds fterling. The houfe of Craffus 
was alfo adorned with fix pillars of the fined mar¬ 
ble, which might juftly be deemed a vicious luxury 
in the houfe of a private perfon, at a time, when 
marble pillars were an ornament unknown even in 
publick buildings. 

Every thing elfe in his houfe was in the fame 
tafte. He had beds for the table inlaid with brafs. 

He was particularly very curious in plate. Vafesof p ^ ,n ;. 
filver were feenon his buffet, of which the fafliior\ xxxm ' n ‘ 
had been fo coftly, that he had bought them a$ 
the rate of fix f thoufand fefterces a pound. He 
had in particular two cups, made by Mentor a 
famous artift, that had coft him an hundred thou¬ 
fand fefterces, ( 650 pounds fterling) an enor¬ 
mous fum, and which made the purchafer himfelf, 
bluff, as he never ventured to ufe what he had 
paid fo dear for. 

I am almoft aftiamed to repeat what Marcrobi- Macrob. 
us fays of the fame Craffus, that one of the || Mu- L 
r<en<s y which he kept in his fiffpond dying, he 
had the weaknefs to wear mourning for it. But it 
is not amifs to fee from the like examples, how 
little the fame men frequently are in their private ’ 
conduft, who fhine fo much, and make fo great 
a figure upon the theatre of the world. 

Let us conclude all this with a reflexion from 
Pliny. “ Of old, fays he, the like excefles were 
<£ much-condemned, (a) In our days fuch com- 

“ plaints 


* The text of Pliny fays 
tnuch more j but there may be 
an error in the number. 

f Six thoufand fefterces are 
about thiriy-fevcn pounds fter - 
ling. 7 he Roman pound <was 


but twelve ojtnces or 
weight. 

|| 7 he Lamprey , a ftjh much 
ejieemed by the Romans. 

[a) Nimirum ifta omifere 
moribus vidtis : fruftraque in- 

terdida 
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Antfc 6 !?’" P' a ^ nCs are ceafed, being of no ufe fince the 

total extinction of manners. We have feen, 
that no prohibitions could put a (top to luxury, 
and it was thought more eligible to have no 
laws, than to make them only to be violated. 
Our defendants will make our apology, in 
fhewing themfclves {till more vicious than we.** 
From what I have juft related it refults, that 
the reproaches of Domitius were but too well 
founded againft Craflus. And Craflus, in confe- 
quence, only eluded them by pleafantries, the foie 
refource of a man of wit, who perceives he can¬ 
not defend himfelf. 


The Knights had committed many afls of in- 

But none 


was more enormoufly atrocious, than the condern- 


i. 229. 


Ujrj'jfi _ - *“*-5 

corJcmna- juftice fince their prefiding at trials. 

tion of 

Cic.deOr. natl on of Rutilius. That man, the moft virtu¬ 
ous of his times, and who deferved to be termed 
the model of probity, had incurred their hatred, 
as I have faid already, by feconding the couragi- 
ous zeal of Scsevola, Proconfui of Afu, in pu- 
nifhing 'the vexations of the publicans, with his 
Cic. de whole power. The Knigius defired to be re- 
Or.i. 229 venged, and at the lame time, by a diftinguifhed 
. example, to intimidate fuch magi ft rates, as would 

i-.1V tDlt i ^ 

Do as. * not conn i ve at their oppreflion in the provinces. 

Rutilius in confequence, who had made lb many 
of the publick leeches difgorge their gains, was 
himfrlf accufed of extortion. To this chief point 
of the accufation were added reproaches of debauch 
and excefles, directly the reverfe of his known 
Bayk's purirv of manners. But couhi any fenfe of (hame 
DiBkn.at be expected from fuch an acverfary as Apicius, 
the nvord t j, e famous glutton, and the moft ancient of thole, 

Jfictxj. 0 


ap 

Vaief. 


* ♦ ^ 


terC’tia qu:e vetuerant cernen- 
i£s, Dallas potius qaam irritas 

eSe leges mailer ant. bed & 


qui feqaentar. me!lores efie 
nos prob2Duni. P!i?t. xxxvi. 
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who have rendered that name equally odious and a. R. 66 o. 
contemptible to all pofterity by the phrenzy of Ant ' 192 ‘ 
that charafter? He is mentioned as having much 
contributed in caufing Rutilius to be condemned. 

And Marius, who was born to be the enemy and 
profecutor of every kind of virtue, did not fail to 
aft alfo againft a man, whofe merit gave him offence, 
and who was befides the friend of Metellus. 

Rutilius fupported this fiorm with heroick con- 
ftancy. He would neither put on mourning, as 
was the cuftom, nor humble himfelf before his 
Judges. Perhaps he even carried his refolution 
too far. For he refuled the afliftance of eloquence. 

The fublime talents of Antonius and Craffus were 
his reafons for excluding them. He would not 
make ufe of their offices. Cotta was however ad¬ 
mitted to plead * part of his caufe, though he 
made a great figure amongft the young orators. 

But he was his nephew. For the reft he took his 
defence upon himfelf, and in a manner very little 
adapted to conciliate the favour of the Judges, 
lamenting much more the fate of the Common¬ 
wealth than his own. Scasvoh alfo ftrongly main¬ 
tained the innocence of his friend, and former 
Lieutenant, and fpoke in his manner with per- 
fpicdity, elegance, and exaftnefs, but without 
force. Rutilius was condemned. 

Antonius, who was extremely afflifted to fee fo 
great and worthy a man condemned unjuftly, com¬ 
plains bitterly in Cicero of the Stoical feverity, 
with which he determined to confine himfelf 
to truth, without permitting eloquence to fuftain 
fo good a caufe. u (#) If you had fpoken upon 

“ this 


* 7 hz reader, I fuppofe , re- [a) Quod fi ru tunc, Crafle, 
members, that at Rome the dixilles, & fi tibi pro P. Ru- 
J'ame caufe <was frequently di- tilio non philofophorum more, 
vided amongjl fe-veral orators. fed tuo, licuifiet dicere, quam- 

vis 
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a. r. 660. cc t ^is affair, fays he to Craffus, and had been 

Ant. C. 92. ,, . , ’ J , 

permitted to treat it in your manner, and not 
in that of Philofophers. I am convinced that 
how wicked foever the judges may be, though 
“ pernicious citizens, though worthy of the 
greateft punifhments, the force and vehemence 
of your difcourfe would have triumphed over 
their barbarity, and eradicated it out of their 
“ hearts. But we loft fo excellent a man, be- 
caufe his caufe was pleaded, as if we lived in 
Plato’s chimerical republick.” 

0£s - in . Rutilius Ihewed the fame courage after his con- 

Though his 


< L 


U 
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CC 


CC 


He g 

tovolun- demnation, as he had in danger. 
ta p ba ~ fentence was only to make reparation for the pre- 
mjbment. tenc j ec j d am ages ] a ' lc ] to his charge, he quitted 

Rome, as a den of thieves, and retired into the 
province, which had been the witnefs of his vir¬ 
tues, that is, to Afia, where he firft fettled at 
Mitylene, and then at Smyrna. His eftate was 
feized and fold 3 and was a proof of his inno- 
Di 0 . cence. For it did not amount to the fum he had 

been condemned to pay 3 and his papers fufficient- 
ly attefted the juft and legal origin of all he pof- 
ieffed. 

It is eafy to judge, that his glory did not fuf- 
fer from fo unjuft a condemnation. He even 
found in the liberality of his friends, and of thofe 
to whom he had done fervices, an abundant 
amends for the lofs of his fortune. Scsevola forced 
him to accept confiderable prefents. And when 

he approached Afia, all the different ftates and 
people of that province, vyed with each other in 
expreffing not only their affeftion and refpeft, but 


vis fcelerati illi fuiflent, ficud orationis tux. Nunc talis, vir 
fuerunt, peftiferi cives fuppii* amiflus eft, dum caufa ita di- 
cioqae digni, tamen omnem citur, ut ft in ilia commentitia 
eonun importunitatem ex Platonis civitate res ageretur. 
intimis mendbus evelliflet vis De Or at. i. 230. 


an 
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an a&ual gratitude, which the ftate of his fortune ^R. 660. 
would not permit him to refufe: fo that he be- • * 9 * # 

came richer when banifhed into Afia, than he had 
been whilft of Confular dignity at Rome. 

Ke renounced his country for ever: but with- He is in- 
out departing from the fentimcnts of a good citi- vitedby 
And when a perfon faid to him by way of re ~ 


zen. 


confotation, that there would foon be a civil war, Rom6i and 
and then exiles would be reinftated : (a) What refufes. 
have 1 done to you , replied he, that you Jhould de¬ 
fire a return more unhappy for me, than the necef- 
Jily of departing has been ? I had rather fee my 
country blufh for my banishment, than mourn my re¬ 
turn. What he laid at this time, he thought. For 
Sylla, when victorious over all his enemies, hav¬ 
ing invited him to return to Rome, hechofeto 
remain in exile. He no doubt defired to fpare 
himfelf the mournful fight of the calamities his 
country fuffered, Perhaps alfo in taking the ad¬ 
vantage of Sylla’s victory, he was afraid of feem- 
ing to approve the conduft of a Man, whofe caufe 
feemed good to him, but whofe proceedings could 
not fail to give him horror. 

It is certain at lead, that this manner of think¬ 
ing, highly agreed with the ftrict probity always 
profeffcd by Rutilius, and his attention not only 
to avoid committing injullice himfelf, but not to 
fhare in that of others. Valerius Maximus relates, Val. Max. 
that ( b) one of his friends having one day afked vi - 4 - 
' an unjuft: thing of him, and taking fo much of¬ 
fence on his refufal, as to fay to him with indig- 


(a) Qui tibi. inquit, mali 
feci, ut mihi pejorem reditum 
quam exitum optares ? Malo 
ut patria exfilio meo erubef- 
cat, quam reditu mcrreat. Sen. 
di Benef vi. 37. 

(£) Quum amici cujufdam 


injulta rogationi refifteret, at- 
que is per fummam indigna- 
tionem dixifiet, Quid ergo mi¬ 
hi opus efl amicitid tuaffi quod 
rego non facis? refpondit, imo 
quid mihi tud,fi propter te ali~ 
quid inhonefe fadlurus fum ? 

nation. 
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Claudius, Perpenna, Confuls. 

nation, What Jignifies your friendfhip to me, if you 
don't do what I defire of you? Rutilias retorted 
in the fame tone, And what is yours to me , if I can 
deferve it only by vile aftions ? 

He had always loved and cultivated liberal 
knowledge. He had ftudied philofophv under the 
celebrated ftoick Pansetius. He was very learned 
in the law. He had not negledted even eloquence, 
but ’twas a kind of eloquence, that fuited his 
auftere turn of mind, and which could make im- 
preffion rather by the orator’s probity, than infinu- 
ate by the graces of difcourfe. He had however 
much employment at the bar, and pleaded often. 
He had all'o compofed a Roman Hiftory in Greek, 
befides his own life, which he had probably wrote 
in Latin. This fund and tafte of erudition and li¬ 
terature, in feme meafure univerfal, was no doubt 
a great refource to him in his banifhment. 

We (hall again have occafion to fpeak of Ruti- 
lius, on account of the maffacre of the Romans 
in AGa, executed by order of Mithridates. 
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BOOK THE THIRTY FIRST. 


THE 

ROMAN HISTORY. 


T HIS book contains the fpace of five 

years, from the 66ift year of Rome, to 
the beginning of the 666th. Its prin¬ 
cipal fubjefts are, the war with the allies, and the 
civil war between Marius and Sylla, to the death 
of the former. 


SECT. I. 

War with the allies. Its nature , origin, and du¬ 
ration. Ardent defire of the allies to have the 
freedom of Rome. Tbe Senators , to recover the 
adminiftration of juftice , fupport thetnfelves with 
the Tribune Drufus. That Tribune labours to 
gain the People by laws favourable to the multi¬ 
tude \ and the allies, by the promife of making 
them citizens. The Conful Philippus oppofes the 
laws of Drufus. Capio, another opponent of 
Drufus. Violence of Drufus againjl C<epio and 
Philippus. The laws pafs. A new law of Dru¬ 
fus to divide the adminiftration of juftice between 
the Senators and Knights. Perplexity of Drufus 9 
who cannot keep his promife with the allies. In¬ 
flexible conftancy of Cato whilft only an infant . 

Vol. IX. Y Pro : 
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CONTENTS. 

Proceedings of the allies. Saying of Philipp us in¬ 
jurious to the Senate. Conteft on that head be¬ 
tween Graff us and Pbilippus. Death of Craffus. 
Cicero’s reflexion on his death. Death of Drufus . 
His character. All his laws are annulled. Law 
pa fled by Varius for informing againft thofe , who 
- bad favoured the allies. Cotta accufed, goes into 
voluntary banijhment. Scaurus extricates himfelf 
out of danger by bis confiancy and boughtinefs. 
Varius himfelf condemned by his own law, pert floes 
miferably . The allies prepare for a revolt . They 
. form tbemfelves into a republick. Mafjacre at 
Afculum. Open revolt of the flates of Italy. Em- 
bsfly of the allies to the Romans , before they enter 
into the war. They have the advantage at flrfl. 
Unjuft fufpicicns of the Conful Rutilius againft 
many of the Nobility. The execution of the law 
Varia fufpended . Marius advfes the Conful to 

decline a battle ineffectually. Rutilius is defeated 
and killed. Grief and confer nation of Rome . 
Capio, deceived by Pcmpedius , perifhes in an am- 

bufeade with a great part of his army. Victory of 
the Conful Julius , which makes the Remans re- 
fume the habits of peace. Vtflory began by Ma¬ 
rius , and compleated by Sylla. Marius declines a 
battle. He retires with little glory. Serioriusftg- 
n&lizes himfelf. He lofes an eye by a wound in 
battle . His fentiments on that occafion. Two 
flaves fave their miftrefs at the forming of Gru- 
menium. Viftory of Cn. Pompeius , in confe¬ 
rence of which the magi fir ales of Rome ref time 
the ornaments of their dignities. Freedom of Rome 

granted to flub of the allies as bad continuedfaitb - 

ful. Freedmen admitted into the land-fervice. 
The Conful Pompeius prefles the fiege cf Afculum . 
He beats the Mar ft, and fubjetis other neighbou - 




3*3 


Origin of the war with the Allies . 

in a battle. Young Marius is fufpefted of being 
the author of his death. Sylla defrays Stabia , 
and befieges Pompeii. He takes upon him the com¬ 
mand of PoJiumius y s army , and does not revenge 
the death of that General murdered by his foldiers . 
He deftroys an army of the Samnites commanded by 
Cluentius . He is honoured with a Corona obfi- 
dionalis. He conquers the Hirpini . He enters 

Satnnium , and gains feveral advantages there. He 
returns to Rome to ftand for the Confulfhip. He 
glories in the title of Fortunate [F^elix ] /«- 

confftency of his character. The Marfi lay down 
their arms. General council of the league trof¬ 
fer red to Efernia. Judacilius , defpairing to fave 
his country Afculum , poifons himfelf. Afculum 
taken by Cn. Pompeius. Triumph of Cm Pom - 
peius, in which Ventidius is led captive. Pom - 

pedius enters Bovianum in triumph , and is defeated 
and killed. Embaffy of the allies to Mithridates , - 
to no purpofe. The War of the allies fubfifts only 
in a languid manner. Eight new Tribes formed by 

the new citizens. Cenfors. Afellio Prator of 
the city affaffinated in the Forum by the faction of 
the rich , who lend money at ufury. Law Plau- 
tia, de vi publica. By another law of the fame 
Tribune , the Senators are rejlored to a Jhare in the 
adminiftration of* juftice. Sylla is elected ConfuL 
Debate on that fubjeS between him and C. Ctefar* 


Origin of the war with the Allies , 


E are now come to a War, which the Rti- War with 

mans called (a) the war of the Allies , to the allies. 
difguife, fays Floras* under a.fofcer name what 
it had of odious in it: for in reality it was a civil 6 f„ g ff ura ^ 


w 


tiort « 


(a) Sociale bellum vocetur 
licet, utextenuemus invidiam: 


fi verum tamen volumus, iilud 
civile bellum fuit. F/or. iii. 18. 
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war. 



Origin of the war with the Allies. 

war. The ftates of Italy, againft which Rome 
had this war to fuftain, had been united with the 
Romans during fo many ages, and by ties fo of¬ 
ten and fo varioufly multiplied, that if they were 
not citizens, that took up arms againft citizens, 
they were friends againft friends, and relations a- 
gainft relations; fo that this war included all the 
horrors of civil wars. 

The origin of it, on one fide, was the ardent, 
and in my opinion, the entirely legitimate defire 
of the allies, to become citizens of a Common¬ 
wealth, of which they conftituted the ftrength 
and fupport *, and on the other, the haughtinefs of 
the Romans, who could not reiolve to fct ftates 
upon a level with themfelves, whom * they were 
accuftomed to confider as fubjefts, honoured with 
the name of allies. 

I fay, the pretenfions of the Italians feem legi¬ 
timate. For it is evident, that it was by their 
aid the Romans had conquered all the provinces, 
that compofed their empire. There was no Ro¬ 
man army, in which the Latines and allies did not 
form the greater half; always fupplying an equal 
number of infantry, and twice as many horfe. 

On the other fide, if I impute the refufal of 
the Romans to pride and haughtinefs, it is not 
becaufe I pretend, that good policy could not 
give folid reafons for oppofing the mixture of 
fiuch multitudes of new citizens. But this is too 
complex a problem for me to attempt to folve. 
I therefore fhall confine myfelf to fafls. It is 
certain, that the Romans were very proud of their 

preheminencies. It is alfo certain, that they were 

* The condition of the ftates, fcedus apud Achasos, re preca- 
fjjhicb the Romans treated as ria libertas : apud Romanos 
allies, is nvell exprejfed in a etiam imperium eft. Liv. 
fnffage of Livy, freaking of the XXXIX. 3 7. 

Achaiansx Specie aeqaum eft 

obliged 
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obliged at lad to grant thofe dates the freedom 
they fo renacioufly refufed at firft. And had it not 
been better to have given in at fird with a good * 
grace, to what they were reduced to do by necef- 
fity after fo much bloodfhed ? 

For this war was very bloody. The dates of Veil. 
Italy, according to Velleius, lod three hundred I 5 * 
thouiand fighting men in it. Avery great number 
of Romans alfo perifhed in it in repeated defeats. 

And it is no wonder they were fo often defeated. 
They could not have enemies more capable of 
making head againd them. Both fides had the 
fame arms, the fame difeipline, exercifes and 
knowledge of all that relates to the art of war: 
and though during a great length of time no Ita¬ 
lian had commanded in chief, there were however 
Generals amongd them. 

The duration of the war with the allies was 
very long, to take it in all its extent. Thegreat- 
ed heat of it fcarce fubfided above two years: 
but it continued much longer, though with lefs 
ardour •, it had a fhare alfo in the civil wars be¬ 
tween Marius and Sylla ; and it was not entirely 
terminated till by the latter, when after having 
made peace with Mithridates, he returned to Italy, 
and by his victories put an end to all the divifions, 
which had torn it during fo many years. 

A war of fuch importance, and abounding 
with fo many events, fhould feem to fupply our 
hiftory with ricFi materials. But fuch of the 
ancients as had related it with care, are lod ^ 
and nothing remains but fuch confufed and imper¬ 
fect abridgments, that I can promife the reader 
only a general idea of things, with very little cir- 
cumdantial account, of particular faCts. I proceed 
to our fubjeft. 

Y 3 The 
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Origin of the war with the Allies. 

The allies of Rome had in all times ardently 
defired to be admitted citizens of it. The war 
■with the Latines, above two hundred and forty 
, years before this I am going to relate, had no 
other caufe. The * Campanians, after the unfor¬ 
tunate battle of Cannm, offered the Romans their 
’ aid upon the fame condition *, and only revolted 
becaufe itwasrefufed them. And indeed the Ro¬ 
mans, during a great length of time, had not 
followed the policy fo much praifcd in their foun¬ 
der, who often transformed fuch into citizens of 
Rome, as the fame day had been her enemies. 
Affoon as they began to form a confiderable ftate, 
they were very referved in granting this favour; 
and their referve in that point increaled in propor¬ 
tion to their power •, and in confequence as the 
freedom of a Roman citizen became a more im¬ 
portant and exalted title. If they conferred this 
grace, it was almoft only upon fmail neighbou¬ 
ring cities, and never upon whole flares. Be- 
fides which they frequently divided the condition 
of Roman citizens, from the txacife and fundions 


of it, and beftowed the name without granting 
the right of voting. Accordingly only a few pri¬ 
vate perfons of the Italians attained that fo much 
dchred advantage, and that by flratagem and ad- 
drefs. But the Roman magiftrates were upon 
their guard againfi: fuch frauds, and fent home 
thefe ftrangers to their own cities, who were for 
fwarming at Rome. 

The Gracchi revived in the hearts of the allies 
the hope of obtaining the freedom of Rome by a 
general incorporation. Tiberius had conceived 
thoughts of it 5 but was prevented by death from 


* Liv. xxxvi. 6. doubts ibis fecond oration againfi Rullus } 
fa. 3 . But Cicero positively af- n. Qy 
firms ^ it ’u as certain in bis 


carrying 
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carrying the thing very far. His idea was follow¬ 
ed, and advanced farther by Fulvius Flaccus: and 
the revolt of Fregellse, in which Caius was fo 
much accufed of (haring, was a fignal, on which 
all Italy would have been in motion, if a fuddtn 
and fevere revenge had not put a ftop to that con- 
fpiracy in its birrh. At length the mine was 
fprung, in the Tribunefhip of Drufus, as I am 
going to relate. 


L. Marcius Philippus. 
Sex. Julius Ca:sar. 


A. R. 65 r. 
Am. C. 91, 


The condemnation of Rutilius had made the The Sena* 
Senators more fenfible than ever of the neceffity of * 7 ". t0 re* 
delivering themfelves from the tyranny of 
Knights in trying caufes, and fupplicd them at fiction of 
the fame time with the juftcft motive for diverting jufiice, 
that order of a power, which they abufed in fo t.™bufcof 
criminal a manner. To fucceed in that defign,^'^ aw 
they called in the aid of M. Livius Drufus then p/ 0 r iii 
Tribune, a young man, .whom his birth, courage, 17. 
and talents, made capable of the greateft under- Eiw Enir. 
takings. lxxi * 


He was the fon of that Drufus, who ruined Drufa 


e ti¬ 


the affairs of C. Gracchus, by behaving in th q favours 
name of the Senate with more popularity than t0 
him. The fon appears to have followed the 

r n r , L r TT . , , . pltfiU/iivs 

lyitem or conduct. His plan was to ierve the :/? t ’, e ; r 


Senate, and to conciliate the favour of the pea-favour. 
pie. This he endeavoured by propofing Agrari¬ 
an laws, the eftablifhment of colonies, and dif- 
tributionsof corn ; the whole with fuch profuRon, 
that he faid himfclf, ct * he had not left any 


* The expreffion isnot unhap¬ 
py in Latin , on account of the 
Jtmilar founds of the ’words air 
anddirt._ Nihil fe ad Iargi- 


tionem ulli reliquiae, nifi quis 
aut crcnum dividere veller,' 
aut cce.um. Flor. 


Y 


4 


u 


one 
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a. r. 661.« one r00m t0 ma j ce ne ^ ] ar geffes, unlefs it wa§ 
Aat * 9X# ts of air or dirt.”—And he declared, that he 

paflfed all thefe laws fo much in favour of the 
people in concert with, and by the authority of, 
the Senate. 


And the 
allies by 


Though the allies did not give their voices in 
the affairs of the government of Rome, they had 
theprondfe however great weight in them by their influence 
eft he free- an d ties with all the citizens great and fmall. Dru - 
domof p us wa$ d e f lrous a ]f 0 t0 at tach them to the Senate, 

and promifed that they fhould at length obtain the 
freedom of the city, if they would affift him in 
pafEng his laws, and made the Senate the guaran¬ 
tees of his engagement. 

The Knights ftrongly oppofed the laws of Dru- 
^ us » anc * * IS not ^ ran g e > as they were intended 


But even in the Senate, he 


.ppofes the againft themfelves. 

had two formidable adverlaries, the Conful Phi- 


lines of 
Drafts. 


lippus, and Servilius Ccepio, a young man of his 
own age, and formerly his friend. 

Philippus, be fide s the advantages of birth, 
riches, great alliances, ar.d the dignity and au¬ 
thority of his office, was alfo capable by the talent 
of eloquence to give weight to the party he ef- 
poufed. After Craffus and Antonius, who dis¬ 
puted the fuperiority as orators, as has been ob- 
ferved more than once, Philippus took place, 
but at a great diftance. u Though there was no 
one, fays Cicero, who could take place between 
thofe two great orators and him, I can (a) nei¬ 
ther call him fecond, nor third*, in like man- 
“ ner as in a chariot-race. I fhould fcarce reckon 
“ that fecond or third, which fhould hardly have 
<s quitted the barrier, when the firft had already 


cc 


t; 


C t 


(a) Nec enim in quadrigis 
cam fecund am nameraverim 
Eut tenium, qui vix a carceri- 
bus exieric, quum pa!main j?m 


primus acceperit, nec in ora- 
toribus, qui tantum abfit a pri- 
mo, vix ut in eodem curriculo 
eflevideatur. Cic. Bruits, n.173. 

u received 



Marcius, Julius, Confuls. 329 

tc received the prize.” But to confider Philippas a. R. 661. 
in himfelf, and independantly from all compa- Anl * C ’ 9U 
rifon, he could not be denied the title and merit 
of an orator. He had a bold and free tour of 
thought, with abundance of fait and pleafantry. 

He wanted neither invention to produce thoughts, 
nor facility of elocution to exprefs them. With 
all this, he was well verfed in the fciences of the 
Greeks * and when he was warm in altercations, 
he had an edge, a fling, that always is highly 
pleafing to an audience. 

I cannot tell, for want of authorities, what mo¬ 
tive induced Philippus, then actually Conful, to 
oppofe Drufus and the Senate. When he was 
Tribune, he had formerly propofed an Agrarian 
law, and Cicero quotes a feditious paffage in a Cic. de 
difcourfe he then made. He faid, that there were Offic. ii. 


710 1 two ihoufand men in. the city who had where - 73 * 
withal to live. The confequences of fuch an ex- 
prdhon, from a Tribune before a multitude, who 
pretended to the rights of fovereignty, are fuffici- 
ently evident. For the reft, however, the con¬ 
duct of Philippus in his Tribunefhip had been 

moderate enough, and he had fuffered his law to 
be reje&ed with no great difficulty. Was he in 
confequence perfwaded, that Agrarian laws were 
always pernicious, and did he for that reafon op¬ 
pofe thofe propofed by Drufus ? or had he any 
perfonal grudge to that young Tribune, or dif- 
concent in refpeft to the Senate } This we do not 
know. But it is certain, that he afted with great 
warmth, and even paffion. 

As to Csepio, there was a young man’s quarrel 
between him and Drufus. They had once been °j) ru [ ui , 
fuch great friends as to exchange wives with each Diod. ap. 
other; a pradice contrary to decency and good Va l es * 
manners, but authorized by the cuftom of the Strat> -l* xi - 
Romans. Their difference was upon a puerile pn^ 5 * 

occafion, xxxiii. 1. 
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a. R^66i. occafion, having piqued themfelves upon outbid- 
au ' 91 ‘ ding each ocher ac a fale for a ring, which both 

were for having. From fo flight a fubjeft arofe 
an irreconcileabie enmity, which they carried to 
the mod frantic excefles, and thereby occafioned 
the greateft calamities to the Commonwealth. 
Both bad ambition, boldnefs, capacity for bufi- 
nefs, and a turbulent, * reftlefs difpofition : and 
their emulation, being changed into envy and 
hatred, Drufus*s attachment to the interefts of 
the Senate was a fufficient reafon to determine 


Csepio to declare for the Knights. 
rioIer.ee of The concerts between Drulus on one fide, and 
Dru/us c- Csepio and Philippus on the other, were very vio- 
galv.fi O- ] e nt. They were carried fo far, that Drufus once 
£ a , r ' d threatened Csepio to have him thrown from the 

iclii Pius • * 

Aator deTarpeian rock. And as to Philippus, as that 
vir. illaftr. Conful oppofed the laws of Drufus with his utmoft 
\aI.M2j. p 0Wer ^ and would not fuffer them to be brought 
1X ' into deliberation, Drufus caufed him to be car¬ 


ried to prifon, and treated fo outragioufly, that 
the blood gufhed out at his nofe in abundance. 
And this the Tribune treated only asajeft, fay¬ 
ing, that it was not blood, but the gravy of 
thrufhes: becaufe Philippus was thought to love 
good chear and nice morfels. 

The law After fo many difputes, the laws however 

arepajfid. could not be prevented from paffing. On the 

day fixed for their being brought on, fo prodi¬ 
gious a concourfe of people came from all prrts 
to Rome, that one would have thought the city 
had been befieged by an army of the enemy. That 
multitude forced through all oppofition : and the 
colonies, diftributions of lands, and largefies of 
corn, were all decreed conformably to the views 
of Drufus. It was probably at this time, that 
the Tribune, in order to enable the Commonwealth 
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to fupporc fo many expences, altered the coin, 661 * 
and mixed an eighth of alloy with the filver. nt ’ * 9u 
Thele laws thus received were only preliminary j atw 
to the defigns of Drufus. The queftion was to ofDru/us 
reftore the adminiftration of juftice to the Senate./*!* 

This was the great point he had in view; and * 

had been lately encouraged in it by Scaurus, who f ration of 
having been accufed by Csepio, had defended him -juftice be - 
felf with his ufual conftancy, and had openly ex - itween the 
horted Drufus to introduce a necelfary change in 

trials, of which the Commonwealth flood in ex- Knights. 
treme need. The Tribune however did not un¬ 
dertake wholly to deprive the Knights of the ad¬ 
miniftration of juftice ; but to divide it between 
the two orders. Appian pretends, that his plan 
was to affociate and incorporate three hundred 
Knights with the Senate r fo that the whole body, 
which was three hundred, might be double that 
number. Out of thefe fix hundred Senators, as 
well old as new, the Tribunals of the judges 
were to be formed. But I am obliged to confefs, 
that I lay no great ftrefs upon Appian, a writer 
of little judgment, and befides. very remote from 
the time in queftion. The epitome of Livy 
fpeaks only of a partition of the judicature be¬ 
tween the Senators and the Knights: and * Cice¬ 
ro’s authority, that can admit of no exception in 
this point, determines my opinion in refpett 
to it. 

Drufus accordingly pa fled a new law to ordain, 
that the body of the judges fhould for the future 
be half Senators and half Knights. To this law 
he added an article, by which it was made lawful 
to profecute any judge, that fhould have commit- 


* The complaints of the 
Knights repeated by Cicero pro 
Cluerit. 153, 154, evidently 


imply, that they were not made 
Senators . See alfo pro Rabir. 

Poft. n. 16, 17. 

♦ » 

ted 





332 Marcius, Julius, Confuls. 

Ant cf 6 ! ^ an ^ a ^ u ^ e or P revar ica.tion in the exercife of 

* his office. For hitherto, through a Angularity 

entirely amazing, and for which I do not under¬ 
take to account, the judges chofen out of the* or¬ 
der of the Knights, were not fubjeft to any mo- 
leftation for prevarication in trials. 

This law exafperated the Knights exceedingly ; 
not only becaufe it deprived them of half the au¬ 
thority they podefied, but by the punifhment, to 
which it fubjefted abufes of it, which were but 
too common with them. They were not afraid 
to call thofe penalties an intolerable yoke, to which 
they were not accuftomed, which they had never 
born, and which they would never fuffer to be im- 
pofed on them. But all the world were united 
againft them in favour of the law. The Senators, 
though they were defirous to recover their ancient 
right in the whole, thought it fome advantage to 
be reinftated at lead in part of it. The'people 
were gained by the largefles, that had lately 
been granted them. The allies, though not fa- 
tisfied with thefe colonies, and diftributions of 
lands, by which they were to lofe part of their 
own poffeflions, were however drawn in by the 

hope of the freedom of Rome. Add to this the 
Tribune’s haughtinefs, who had recourfe to the 
moft flagrant violence, when it ferved his pur- 
pofes. The law in confequence was paffed, and 
had the authority of the fuffrages of the Tribes. 
Perplexity Drufus had hitherto fucceeded in all he had un- 

dertaken. But his fuccefs itfelf was followed by 
rot°keep' tne a ff* e &i n g perplexity. For the allies, 

his premife w ho had ferved him fo well, did not fail to claim 
™th the his promife: and he found himfelf under an im- 
auus. poffibility to perform it. It is not to be doubted. 


* The cirrumfances mentioned here is certain from Cic. pro 
Cluet. 145—154. 


but 
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Jbut a propofal to adopt fo prodigious a multitude A * R - 66l> 
of citizens, would difpleafe a very great number * 9I * 
of the Romans. Befides the credit of Drufus de¬ 
clined every day. The Senate, which by his 
means had obtained only a part of what they 
defired, fupported him but cooly. We have re¬ 
lated, in the hiftory of the Gracchi, the immenfe 
difficulties and quarrels, occafioned by new diftri- 
butions of lands. Drufus in confequence had dif- 
gufted almoft the whole city by his laws: and 
thofe he had obliged, were but indifferently fatif- 
fied with him. All he could do, was to tempo¬ 
rize, and endeavour to amufe the allies with good 
words. 

It was during thefe negotiations, that Cato, then Inflexible 
an infant, gave an inftance, on the occafion of the conflancy 
affair of which I am fpeaking, of that inflexibi- 
lity of mind, that diftinguifhed his chara&er du- ™ n fa n ** 
ring his whole life. As he had loft his parents Piut. in 
very early, he was brought up in the houfe of Cat. 
Drufus, his uncle by the mother’s fide. There 
it was, that Pompedius Silo, one of the principal 

perfons of the allies, happened, by way of joke, 
to afk young Cato to recommend his fuit to his 
uncle. The child keeping filence, expreffed by 
his looks and an air of dillike in his countenance, 
that he would not do what he was afked. Pom¬ 


pedius infilled without being able to prevail in 
the lead. At length he took up the child by the 
middle, carried him to the window, and holding 
him out of it, threatened to let him drop, if he 
perfifted in his refufal. But fear had no more ef- 
feft than entreaty. Pompedius, on fetting him 
down in the chamber, cried out. What an happi - 
nefs it is for Italy , that thou art but a child ! For 
were you at age , we Jhould not have a fingle vote . 


The 
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The allies did not confine themfelves long tp 
the method of negotiation. They foon conceived 
thoughts of doing themiclves juftice by arms, and 
even the horrid defign of maffkring the Confuls 
upon the day of the Fer'ue Latin#, a folemn 
feftival, celebrated with a great concourfe of the 
Romans and people of Latium on mount Albi- 
nus. But Drufus had the generofity to apprize 
Philippus of it, who took precautions againft a 
furprize. Another danger, not lefs great, was 
prevented by a lucky circumftance. Pompedius 
had drawn together ten thoufand men, and led 
them to Rome with fwords concealed under their 
cloaths, in the refolution to befiege the Senate, 
and to force them to grant the allies the freedom 
of the city. Domitius having met this troop up¬ 
on their way, reprefented to Pompedius, that he 
was taking a wrong method ; and that the Senate, 
who were well difpofed in favour of the Hates of 
Italy, could grant every thing to good behaviour, 
but nothing to force. Both the leader and his 
followers fuffered themfclves to be perfuaded, and 
feparated. But all this only fufpended the evil, 
without remedying it. On the one fide the allies 
abated nothing of their pretenfions: on the other, 
the Romans took no meafures to give them fatif- 
faftion. All Italy was difcontented; and nothing 
paffed but fecret afiemblies, confpiracies, plots 5 
and every thing tended to a general infurreftion. 

At Rome the difpofition of people was fcarce 
more pacifick. The divifion lubfifted dill be¬ 
tween the Conful Philippus and the Senate: and 
that Magiflrate, in an afiembly of the People, 
went fo far as to fay, “ that another council was 
c< necefiary to him for the adminiftration of the 
“ government. That with the Senate, fuch as it 
“ was, he could not aft for the good of the 
“ State.” On the occafion of this inveftive* 

and 
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and words fo injurious to the Senate, an affembly AR * 66,# 
of that body was held on the 13th of September, Aflt ’ C * 9u 
called by Drufus. The Tribune complained 
warmly in it of Philippus, and propofed delibe¬ 
rating on the infult done to the Senate by the 
Conful, who was its chief and prefident. 

The orator Craffus in giving his opinion figna- Contefi on 
Jized his zeal and courage, and never did eloquence tbisfubjeSi 
fhine out more glorioufly than on this occafion, h * teuj * en 

which was the lad of his life. u He (a) de- Jnd Phi- 
“ plored the fad fate of the Senate* which ought 
u to find a guardian and parent, careful to pro- 
u . teft it, in the Conful, and had only in him a 
“ virulent enemy, to dived it of its honour and 
“ dignity. He aecufed Philippus of being the 
64 author of the prefent calamities; and declared, 

“ he did not wonder that he rejected the counfels 
“ of the Senate, as he was folely intent upon ruin- 
“ ing and deftroying the Commonwealth.” 

So vehement a difcourfe gave birth to the mod 
warm conted. Philippus, who did not want elo¬ 
quence, fire and fpirir, efpecially when himfelf 
• was attacked, infided drongly upon the rights of 
his office. He pretended, that Craffus had been 
wanting in refpeft for him: and immediately laid 
a fine upon him, -requiring at the fame time, ac¬ 
cording to an edablifhed cudom at Rome, fecu- 
rity for the payment of the money. 

This proceeding, far from intimidating Craf¬ 
fus, fcrved only to animate him the more. -He 
affirmed, that.he ought not to.confider Philippus • 

as Conful, as he did not confider himfelf as a Se- 

% 

(d) Deploravit cafum at* patrimonium digmtatis*Neque 
que orbitatem Senatus: cujus vero efle mirandum, fi, quum 
Ordinis a Confule, qui quafi faisconfiUisrempublicam pro- 
parens bonus aut tutor fidelis fligaflet, confilium Senatus a 
eftedeberet, tanquam ab aliquo republics repudiaret. 
nefario pradone dirigeretur, 


nator. 
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a . r. 661. nator. How 9 ( a ) added he, wbilft you behave in 
' 9 ‘ refpeft to the reputation and honour of the whole or - 
der, as you would do of a mean depofite abandoned 
to your difcretion , and tear it to pieces in the fight of 
the Roman People , do you imagine that you can ter¬ 
rify me by the frivolous fecurity you require of me ? 
Ploy if you would filence Crajfus , it is not to be done 
by laying a fine upon him \ you mufi pluck out this 
tongue: and even were you to do that 9 the liberty that 
would ft ill fubfift in my countenance , would fuffice to 
reproaoh you with the tyranny you exercife over us. 
He concluded, char it was neceffary for the Se¬ 
nate to clear itfelf of the reproach made it by the 
Conful; and that it fhould fliew the Roman Peo¬ 
ple, that the Senate had never failed either in wif- 
dom or zeal for the fervice of the Commonwealth. 
And this opinion was followed by all the Se¬ 
nators. 


Death of 



Reflexion 
pf Cicero 
upon it. 


This was the ( b) laft, and at the fame time the 
moft Ihining triumph of that divine man’s elo¬ 
quence, as Cicero calls him. He had heated 
himfelf extremely in fpeaking, and already felt a 
pain in his fide. This did not prevent him from 
flaying, till the decree was drawn up conforma¬ 
bly to his opinion. He catched cold, and was 
feized with a ftiivering ; and returning home with 
a fever upon him, died feven days after of a 
pleurify. 

Cicero, from whom we have this whole ac¬ 
count, makes the moft moving reflexions upon 
this death of Craffus, which deprived him of the 


(a) An tu, qnam omnem 
aactoritatem oniverfi Ordinis 
pro pignore pnjares, eamque 
in confpe&a popali Romani 
concideres, me his pignoribus 
exiflimas pofle terreri ? Non 
tibi ilia font aedenda, fi Craf- 


fum vis coercere : h«ec tibi eft 
excidenda lingu : qua vel e* 
vulsa fpiritu ipfo libidinem tu- 
am libertas mea refutabit. 

(£) Ilk tanquam cycnea fu- 
it divini hominis vox & ora- 
tio. 


fruits 
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fruits he had in view in ail the labours of hi$ 
life; 44 Delufive (a) hopes of man, cried he, 
45 Oh frailty, oh inconftancy of fortune ! Oh'va- 
44 nity of all our .vieWs and effdrts, which are 

44 either cut fhort in the midft of their courfe, rir 

45 are unhappily fhipwrecked before we can dfef- 
44 cry the-port! For hitherto the life of Graffus 
44 had been entirely employed either in the cares 
44 that attended the attainment of offices, or the fi- 
44 tigues of the bar: and the glory he had acqui- 
u red, was rather that of a of wit, and one 

46 ufi:ful by his talents to many particulars, than 
44 that of a Statefnian and great Senator. And 
4t the firfl year that terminated to him the career 
44 of honours by the Cenforfhip he had lately ex- 
“ ercifed; that year, which opened to him, by 
44 the confent of all, the entrance to the higheft 
44 rank and confideration in the Commonwealth, 
44 is that which fruftrates all his hopes, and all the 
44 views of his life by a fudden death'. 

Such examples might indeed cure men bf am¬ 
bition, if ambition were an evil that could be 
cured. But Cicero, who makes this fine reflexion, 
applied it little to himfelf. And generally fpeak- 
ing, what happens to others, is but of weak in- 
ftru&ion to ourfdves. In morals, (lill more than 
in any other refpeft, the follies of thofe who go be¬ 
fore us are loft to us , as one of the moft illuftrious 


(<7) 0 fallacem hominum 
fpem, fragilemqiie fortunam: 
& inanes noltras contentiones! 
qua: in medio fpatio fepe 
frangiintur & ctirruunt ; k 
ante in ipfo curfu obrliuntur, 
quam portum confpicere po- 
luerunt. Nam quamdiuGraf- 
fi fait ambitionis labore vita 
diftrifta, tamdiu privatis ma- 

Vol. IX. 


gis officiis k ingtnii laude 
flouVit, quam fruttii amplitu.- 
dinis aut reipublicae dignitate. 
Qni autem ei annus primus ab 
honorum perfun&ioneaditum, 
omnium conceffu, ad fum- 
mam au&oritatem dabat, is 
ejus omnem fpem atque omnia 
vita confilia raorte pervertit. 

Z and 
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a. r. 66j. and moft ingenious writers of our times has agree- 
•‘ Aj2t * C ‘ 9I 'abIy faid. Happy for us, if we improve from 


our own experience. 

Death of . The deadvrof Drufus foon followed that of 

JA A 4^ _» ♦ ♦ _ ■ * ♦ * * * 

VrujM. Craffus, and was undoubtedly more deplorable. 

AH Italy was in a flame and the alarm the Ro¬ 
mans conceived from it, turned into hatred againft 
Drufus, to whom the caufe of thefe dangerous 
commotions were aferibed. The indignation a- 
gainft the Tribune was univerfal : and even the 
Senate, for whom he bad contended fo much, no 


longer looked upon him in any other light, 
than as the author of the revolt of the dates of 


Italy. 

Plin. Drufus was in defpair: and as he happened 
xxviii. 9. about this time fuddenly to fwoon away, and to 

v'rlil-T ^°*~ e ^ en ^ es in the midft of an aflembly of the 
vir Uu * people, it was faid, that he had occafioned that 

accident himfelf, by drinking goat’s blood, with 
defign to make it believed, that he was poifoned; 
and thereby to render his adverfaries odious, and 
Caepio in particular. It is more probable that it 
was a fit of the falling ficknefs, a difeafe, to 
which he had been fubjed in his earlieft youth, and 
of which he ha^ been cured by the ufe of helle¬ 
bore. However it were, all Italy were much af¬ 
fected with this event, and cities made vows for 


the recovery of his health. 

His enemies were only the more inveterate to 
deftroy him. They confpired againft his life ; 
and notwithftanding his precaution of keeping 
company but i’cldom, rendering accefs to his per- 
fon more difficult, and appearing lefs in publick, 
Arpiasf he could not efcape them. One evening, in re¬ 
turning home, furrounded by a great number of 
followers, he received a ftab with a knife, of 
which he died foon after. The affaffin hid him- 


felf 
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felf in the crowd, and was never difcovered, a. R . 661. 
Philippus, Ca^pio, and the Tribune Varins, were ^uft. *de * 
fufpe&ed *, which lad will foon appear upon the vit. Illuft. 
ftage. Cicero pofitively accufes him. No en- Cic. de 
quiry was made concerning this murder: which Nat.Deor* 
proves, that the authors of it were men of power, 1,J * 81 • 
and capable by their credit of putting a ftop to 
the courie of juftice. 

Thus perifhed M. Drufus in the flower of his#"^* : 
age, the viftim of a reftlefs ambition, which be- d c 
fore it drew a violent death upon him, had tor- g rev ; t \ 

mented him during his whole life. 


well believe. 


This we may vit. 6 . 

He had complained himfelf, at a 
time of grief, occafioned by the terrible difficul¬ 
ties in which he was involved, that (a) he was the 
only one , who when but a boy> had never had an 
holiday. And indeed, whilft he wore the robe of 
a boy, he had recommended accufed perfons to 
their judges, and had carried feveral affairs by his 
follicitations. “ What (b) could be expected, fays 
“ Seneca, from fo early an ambition; but what 
“ adually happened ; great calamities both to 

“ the commonwealth and to himfelf in par- 

“ ticular.” 

He had great talents, but ftill greater prefump- 
tion, which he retained to the laft moment of his • 
life. When he was upon the point of expiring, Veil. ii. 
he faid to rhofe about him, Friends , when will the H- 
Commonwealth find a citizen to fupply . my place ? 

With thefe fcntiments there is no room to won¬ 
der at the haughtinefs of his behaviour in refpeft 
to hisadverfaries. The Senate itfelf had experienced Val. Max. 
it: and one day when that auguft body fent for 5 * 
him: Wby, faid he, does not the Senate rather 


(a) Uni fibi, ne puero qui- 
dem ferias contigiffe. 

(b) Quo non irrUmperet 
tamiminaturaambicio ? Scires 


in malum ingcns & privatum 
& publicum evafuram ill am 
tam pnecoquem audaciam, 

» % 
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1 



34° 


A. R. 66i 
Am. C. 91 


Marcius, Julius, Confuls. 

come and affemble in the ball Hoft Hi a, near the tri¬ 
bunal for harangues ? And the Senate obeyed the 
imperious Tribune’s order, chough he treated theirs 
as nothing. 

There are however in the life of Drufus fome 


All his 
la~u are 

annulled. 

Cic. pro 
Domo. 

n. 42. 


actions and circumftances truly laudable* The ad¬ 
vice, which he caufcd to be given to Philippus 
of the confperacy of the Latines againft him, is 
a proof of his generofity. And we cannot deny 
our admiration to the noble confidence, that ap¬ 
pears in an expreflion of his, wlvch Velleius has 
preferved. He caufcd an houfe to be built on 
mount Paiatinus which afterwards belonged to 
Cicero : and as his architect promifed him to lay 
it out in fu'.h a manner, that none of the neigh¬ 
bours fhould overlook him : (a) So far from that 
fays Drufus, you will pleafe me beft, if you employ 
your whole art in fucb a manner , that ever y body 
may fee what is done in my houfe. 

From all thefe facts it rciults, that Drufus left 
behind him at lead an equivocal reputation. And 
I know no writer, who praiies him without ex¬ 
ception, except Velleius, a mean flatterer, who 
thereby made his abject court to Livia and Tibe¬ 
rius, defeended from that Tribune. 

The Death of Drufus was an entire triumph for 
his enemies: and the Conful Philippus cauled all 
his laws to be cancelled by a Angle decree of the 
Senate, as pafied contrary to the aufpices, and 
confcquently void of courfe. Thus all things re¬ 
fumed their former ftate, and the Knights remain¬ 


ed in foie poffeffion of the judicature. 
p a f. They refolved to take the advantage of the oc- 
fed by Va- cafion for crufhing their adverfaries. . They had a 


rius to in- Tribune ready to ferve them in all their views, 

f 7 J}ucb^ was thacQ^Varius, who had lately ridded 
& s J t 

as bad fa - T u V ero, fi quid in te artis eft, ita compone domum 
veured the meaiD, at quid quid again ab omnibus perfpici poftk. 
allies. them 
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Hybri- 


them of Drufus, a man of vaft defigns, and difk- 
greeable in his whole perfon; however he had 
credit with the People from the talent of fpeak- 
ing, which he poffcffed in no vulgar degree. It 
was faid, that he would have found it difficult to 
prove himfelf a Roman citizen : however, he pre- 
fumed to fet up for importance in Rome. And, 
that: ^ mongrel , for fo he was firnamed, rendered^* 
himfelf formidable to the mod iiluftrious perfons 
Qf the city and Senate. 

He propofed a law {a) for enquiring into thofe, 
whofe evil pradices had forced the allies to take 
arms. This accufation regarded the principal Se¬ 
nators, who had been in fuch ftrift union with 
Drufus, and by him with the allies. How far 
thofe ties had extended, it is impofpble for us to 
conjedure through the thick veil of obfeurity, that 
covers the times of which we are fpeaking. But 
there is no room to doubt, that thofe illutlrious 
Romans had at lead no fhare in a revolt, that 
brought Rome into one of the greateft dangers ffie 
had ever experienced. 

The Senate feeing themftlves attacked in this App. Civ. 
manner, fpared no efforts to prevent the law from lm 
parting. Even fome of the Tribunes oppofed it 
in form. But the Knights made themfelves maf- 
ters of the forum and tribunal fword in hand, and 
caufed the law to pafs by the fuffrages of the 
people. 

Thofe who had parted the law Faria by fuch 
violent methods, were at the fame time the judges, 
who were to put it in execution. Confequently it 
is eafy to forefee what juftice the accufed had to 
exped. The number of them was very great: 
and whilft the war, which broke out foon after* 
caufed all the tribunals to be fliut up, that which 

(4) Quorum dolo roalq Socii ad arma ire coafti silent. Vah 
Max. viii. 6. 

Z 3 took 
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a. R. 661. took cognizance of this kind of crime, was the 
9I, only one privileged to aft. 

Cotta is Cotta is the belt known of all thofe, who funk 
accujtd, under this (form. The nephew of Rutilius could 
and goes no t e f ca p e the revenge of the Knights. We have 

'tanba- already obferved, that he w#s an orator, but more 

vijhment. efteemed for the clearnefs and lolidity of his dif- 

courfe, than its force and vehemence. He howe¬ 
ver rofe upon himfelf on pleading his own caufe 
in fuch unhappy circumftanas. He did not en¬ 
deavour to move his judges, from whom he had 
nothing to hope: but imitating the conftancy of 
his uncle, he reproached them with injuflice; he 
fpoke with great dignity of the integrity of his 
conduft, of his views for the publick good, 

and of his zeal for his country *, and after 

having rather infulted judges fold to iniquity, 
then made his apology, he went into voluntary 
banifhment. This was the fecond difgrace the 
cabal had drawn upon him, which not long be¬ 
fore had made him lefe the Tribunefhip. Rutilia 
his mother accompanied him in his banifhment, 
and did not return to Rome, till he was recalled 
fome years after by Sy 11 a ; and he rofe to the prin¬ 
cipal dignities, and the reputation of one of the 
greateft orators of Rome. 

Sauna Scaurus was alfo cited before the judges under 
extricates the fame pretext, but came off more happily. 

^ofda!i™r C^pio, who had acculed him long before of ex- 
bi bis^con- tortion, was again his accufer on this occafion •, 
ftancy and?in& engaged the Tribune Varius to fummons 
boughti* t h a t venerable old man before the affembly of the 

Afcon in anc ^ t0 inveigh againfl: him. Scaurus, 

Orat. pro though finking under the weight of years, and but 
M.Scac:o. lately recovered of a difeafe, notwithftanding the 

inftanecs of all his friends, who were for diffua- 
ding him from expofing himfelf, in the condition 
he was in, to the fury of the multitude, appeared 

on 
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on the day fixed; ‘ He heard the Tribune^ whole A ^’ C 66 J* 
declamation .patiently: and when he was called' 0 ’ ‘ 9I# 
upon to anfwer, he only faid thefe few words: 

Varius , a Spaniard by birth , ac cafes M. Scan - 
m, Prince of the Senate , of having 7 nade the allies ' 
take arms . M Scdurus, Prince of the Senate , dfc- 

//. Tkr* W0 witnejfes. Which of the two, 

Romans , oh# believe ? This defence fo Ihort, 
but fo full of dignity, made an impreffion upon 
the people, difconcerted the Tribune, and fruf- 
trated all his and Caepio’s efforts. The affair went 
no farther. 

Marcus Antonius did not extricate himfelf out 
of danger at fo cheap a rate. On being accufed, 
he exerted the whole force of his eloquence, and 
employed for himfelf all thofe arts he had ufed fo 
fuccefsfully for others. He fhed tears, he im¬ 
plored, and fpoke with fo much paffion, that Ci¬ 
cero, who was an eve-witnefs, affirms, that he 
faw him touch the ground with his knee, in the 
warmth and earneftnefs of his intreaties. He was 
acquitted, and the next year had even a command 
in the war againft the allies. 

To make an end of what relates to the law Varius 
Variety I fhall add, that by the mod furprizing himfelf 
turn of affairs, Varius, when the term of his of- c ^f^ vn 
fice expired, was accufed and condemned as being ^ 
himfelf within the prefeription of his own law .rijbesmi- 
He was not punifbed with banifhment only •, but fe rabl v- 
perifhed miferably in the mofl cruel 'torments. Cic ; 
Freinfhemius conjeflures with great probability,Na^Deor. 
that being reduced to wander about Italy, he fell iii. 83. 
into the hands of fome of the allies, who made 
him undergo the juft punifhment of all his crimes. 

For befides the murder of Drufus, Cicero ac¬ 
cufes him of having poifoned * Metellus. But 

* 1 cannot fay who this Metellus was; the family of the Me - 
telli being then very numerous. 

Z 4 what 
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what I relate here, did not happen till after fame-, 
time. 

About the end of the Confullhip of Philippas, 
the dates of Italy took their laft meafures to con-, 
cert their revolt. The death of Drufus and the 
law Varia bad entirely convinced them, that they 
had nothing to expeft from Rome *, they had loft 
their prote&or, and even the greateftof all crimes 
then was that of favouring them. They therefore 
conceived, they had abfolutely no other refource, 
but of arms to obtain that by force, which would 
never be granted them by confent. 

As the Romans were fufficiently engrofled by 
their inteftine diffentions, the allies had time to 
put their affairs in order, and to make prepara¬ 
tions. Accordingly tumultuous proceedings lub- 

fifted no longer: every thing was conduced with 
order, fyftem, and by deliberations maturely 
weighed. They formed the plan of an Italick 
Commonwealth upon that of the Romans. They 
eftabliffied, for the capital and feat of their go¬ 
vernment, the city of * Corfinium in the country 
of the Peligni, and they called it Italicum , as the 
common country, and metropolis of all the dates 
of Italy united by league. They laid out a forum 
in it, and a hall for the Senate, which was to 
confift of five hundred deputies. They alfo took 
care to fortify this city, and to lay up in it all 
kinds of (lores, money, provifions, and ammu¬ 
nition. And laftly, hoftages of the fevcral dates 
that entered into the affociation, were brought 
thither. Their Senate, like that of Rome, was 
to have the general adminiftration of affairs: and 
it was alfo out of the fame body, that the Ma- 
giftrates and Generals of armies were to beelefted. 
They created two Confuls, and twelve. Prsetors. 

* This citx, which is ruined^ was not far from SulmO, now 
Solmonn, in Jbruzzo ulterior. 

The 
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The Confuls were Q. Pompedius Silo, of the na- R - 66l< 

r . 7v/r r ^ Ant. C. 9^ 

tion or the Marti, and L. Aponius, or according 
to others, Papius Mutilusa Samnite. Thefe two, 
Generals, having each fix Praetors under their 

command, divided Italy into two parts or pro¬ 
vinces. The firft had the country neareft Rome, 
on the weft and north ; and the other commanded 
in the reft of Italy, on the eaft and fouth. 

The principal ftates that revolted, were the. 

Marfi and Samnites. The firft even gave their 
name to this war, which is frequently called the. 
war of the Marfi. The Samnites, who had of 
old defended their liberty againft the Romans du¬ 
ring more than feventy years, were alfo the moft 
tenacious in the revolt, and the laft to lay down 
their arms, after a great part of them had been 
deftroyed, efpecially by Sylla, who was their 
implacable enemy. With thefe two ftates, all the 
reft, that inhabited the country between the two 
feas, from the Liris, now Garigliano y to the Io¬ 
nian fea, that is almoft all we now call the king¬ 
dom of Naples, took up arms for the common 
caufe. The Romans had fcarce any allies remain¬ 
ing, except the Umbrians, the Tufcans, and the. 

Latines. Gallia Cifalpina, or Lombardy , had no 
(hare in this war. The Gauls who inhabited it, 
were not allies, but fubjc&s: and their country was 
treated as a province, that is, a conquered country. 

It was not fo much as included in what the Ro¬ 
mans then called Italy. 

L. Julius Oesar. 

P. Rutilius Lupus. 

a> 

The firft blood was (bed at Afculum, now Af- Mafacre 
cpli , on the frontier of Ancona. The Romans, of Afculum 
on advices from all parts, that the people of^?P ^ vil 
Italy were preparing to take up arms, fent proper m 

perfons X 6 ? * 
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perfons into the different diftrifls to infpeft -what 
palled. One of them having feen a young man 
carried as an hoftage from Afculum to Corfinium, 
apprized Q^Servilius of it, who commanded in 
the country. Servilius ran thither, and with' the 
higheft degree of imprudence affumed an haughty 
tone to people incenfed, who fought only an occa- 
fion for a rupture. He treated the Afculans, as if 
they had been Haves, and menaced them in the 
fharpeft terms. But menaces are very frivolous, 
when not fuftained with power. The Afculans 
enraged fell upon him, killed him with his Lieu¬ 
tenant Fonteius, and afterwards put all the Ro¬ 
mans who were in the place to the fword. 

This maffacre was the fignal for the general re¬ 
volt of Italy. All the ftates mentioned before 
took arms. But the firft, who fignalized them- 
felves, were the Marfi, at the head of whom was 
Pompedius Silo, the principal incendiary of this 
war. The reft did not delay to follow their ex¬ 
ample. All their meafures, concerted long be¬ 
fore, were foon put in execution. The Armies 
and Generals took the field •, and the danger 
feemed fo great to the Romans, that it was de¬ 
clared there was a tumult , [ iumultus, ] fo they 
called an important and dangerous war. In con- 
fequence there was a flop put to all bufinefs in the 
city ; all the tribunals, except that eftablifhed by 
the law Varia, were Ihut up : the people quitted 
the toga, which was the habit of peace, and wore 
the military veft; and Rome feemed a.town of 
war. Both the Confute fet out to make head a- 
gainft the enemy, but not without the precaution 

of leaving troops in the city in cafe of infult. They 
chofe Lieutenant Generate out of the moft illuf- 
trious warriors, Marius, Sylla, Cn. Pompeius 
Strabo, father of Pompey the Great, and T. Di¬ 
dins, who had triumphed twice, over the Scor- 

difci 
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difci after his Prsetorftiip, and the Spaniards after a.r. 66 *. 
his Confullhip. Hiftory alfo mentions Q^Metel- nt ‘ ,9 °' 

]us Pius, Csepio, and many others. Rutilius had 
the Marfi for his province, and Julius Samnium. 

That firft campaign an hundred thoufand men 
were in arms, without including the garrifons of 
places. 

However, before they entered upon aftion, the jf m b a jfy 
allies fent an embaffy to the Romans, to make a of the aU 
laft effort, and reprefent the juftice of their pre - liei t0 the 
tenfions, as they only demanded to be admitted 
citizens of a ftate, that was partly indebted for its e „ ter u p 0 „ 
greatnefs to them. They probably thought, that aftm* 
their requeft, fupported by their arms, would have 
more effeft than for the pad. But the Senate, ^ 

always true to the Roman maxim of never fuffe- 
ring the law to be given them, replied, “ That 
“ if the allies acknowledged their fault, and fub- 
cc mitted, they might be heard. That otherwife, 

“ they might fpare themfelves the pains of fend- 
“ ing embaffies to Rome ” Thus all hopes of 

peace being at an end, hoftilities began. 

For the reft we muft not believe, thatamongft 
the people who took arms, the Romans had no 
friends. The thing is impoflible in itfelf: and Veil. ii. 
Velleius pleads himfelf with citing the example 16 * 
of his great-grandfather’s father Minatius Magius,fr* R° ra - 
who defended from Decius Magius, that faithful 
and conftant ally of Rome, at the time of the ,xv * 
revolt of Capua. Minatius, who inherited his 5 
grandfather’s fcntiments, raifed a legion in the 
country of the * Hirpini, with which he joined 
the Roman troops, and fignalized himfelf in the 

courfe of the war by many important exploits. 

And he was rewarded for it accordingly : he was 
made a Roman citizen nominally, and his two 

* This country was part of that , now called the ulterior 
principality in the kingdom of Naples . 
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Tons were created Pretors at a time when, as Vel¬ 
leius takes care to obferve, the Commonwealth had 
only fix. 

No wars are made with greater cruelty than ci¬ 
vil wars, and this was really one, as I obferved 
before. The more mankind are bound by drift 
and facred ties, the more violent their hatred be¬ 
comes, when tnofe ties are broke through. The 
allies proceeded to all kinds of inhumanity both 
againft the Romans, and againft luch of the Ita¬ 
lians as continued faithful to Rome; and that' 
they might have a proper inftrument of their 
cruelties, the people of Afculum fet a Cilician 
Captain of pirates at liberty, whom the Romans 
had taken, and left prifoner in their keeping. No ¬ 
thing was fpared, not even women and children. 
They invented an unheard of puniftiment for the 
women, which was to tear off their hair and the 
fkin of their heads. And the people of * Pinna, 
not being willing to (hare in the revolt, faw their 
children, which by misfortune had fallen into the 
hands of the rebels, butchered before their eyes. 
It is well, that hiftory preferves the remembrance 
of thefe horrible deeds, to make mankind alhamed 
of their barbarity. 

The reader may juftly expeft in this place an 
account of military operations of the greateft 
importance, innumerable incidents, battles and 
fieges. Rut I have already taken notice, that 
the times, of which we are fpeaking, are perhaps 
the moft barren of inftruftive memoirs of the 
whole hiftory of the Roman Commonwealth. We 
have only abridgments, and thofe executed with 
little tafte : and Appian, who fupplies more cir- 
cumftances than the reft, affords almoft only a 
dry and trifling lift of aftions either little in 

* The citizens of Penna in Abruzzo Ulterior. 
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.themfelves, or meanly related, without connexion, A * R ^ 66 ** 
without explaining caufes and circumftances, and nt ' * 9P ’ 

without any of thofe ftrokes, that paint the diffe¬ 
rent charafters of men, and render hiftory ufeful 
and agreeable at the fame time. I (hall therefore 
be obliged to content myfelf with giving a gene¬ 
ral idea of the feries of fafls, and to make choice 
of inch as were moft important. 

At firft the allies had the advantage almoft The allies 
every where: and Freinfhemius happily enough' 
finds the caufe of this fuperiority in the union, a ^T r T gt 
concurrence and zeal, which ufually attend newsupp].’ 
enterprizes: whereas the diffenfions, with which Liv. lxxii. 
Rome abounded, extended even to the armies. 44 - 

The Conful Rutilius increafed the evil by his Unjuftfuf- 
unjult and ill-founded fufpicions. As he obfer- 
ved, that the enemy knew every circumflance of ^7**, 

whar pa fled in his camp, he was allured that the againjlfe- 
principal Officers and Nobility, who had always wral of 
had intelligence with the allies, gave them thefe Nobl ~ 
informations: and without farther enquiry, he^‘ apu ^ 
wrote on that head to the Senate. Thefe letters Valef. 
tended to fating all things in a flame at Rome. 

Happily fome fpies of the Marfi were difcovered, 
who mixed with the Roman foragers, and even 
entered the camp with them, as is very eafily 
done in a war, wherein the language, habits, and 
arms are the fame on both fides; and afterwards 
apprized their General of every thing they had 
been able to learn. In confequence thefe fufpici¬ 
ons fubfided, and tranquillity was reftored. To We txtcn- 
cement it, the Senate decreed, that the law Varia 
fliould be fufpended during the war: this was a 
fource of divifion, to which the Senate very Afcon. in 
opportunely put a flop by the wifdom of this Or. pro 
decree. Corn * 


The 
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a. r. 66 a. The Conful Rutilius appears to have been a man 
MaHuj 90, ^ ct ^ e g e nius, envious, umbrageous, and more 
advifesthe greedy of glory than capable of deferving it. 
Conjulin Marius, who was his relation, advifed him to pro- 
vain to t jj e war . n0 doubt to give the firfl ardor of 

TattU r ^ e a '^ es ^ me t0 co °l > befides which he repre- 
Dio. * fented, that provifions abounded in the Roman 

camp, and could not be wanting, whilftthey had 
an open communication with Rome, and all the 
great part of Italy behind them; whereas the 
enemy, in the country where they made war, 
would foon be reduced to famine. Rutilius ima¬ 
gined, that Marius, in propofing this plan of 
condud, confuked Only the motives of his own 
ambition ; that he was defirous that the year 
fhould elapfe without action, in order, that he 
might be created Conful for the feventh time, and 
have the honour of terminating the war himfelf. 
With thefe thoughts he rejeded Marius’s counfels 
entirely, and took offence at them. 

Rutilius is He was incamped on the * Tolenus, a little 
defeated r ; ver ; n t he country of the Marfi, and be- 
aitd JUin. j QW ^im on the fame fide at fome diftance was 

pp ’ Marius. Each had a bridge upon the river; and 

oppofite to them, but neareft to Marius’s bridge, 
on the other bank lay Vettius Cato, one of the 
Praetors of the allies. The latter conjeduring, 
that the Conful would pafs the Tolenus to attack 
him, poked an ambufcade upon the way in a very 
obfcure valley. His flratagem took effed, Ru¬ 
tilius advanced againft him ; and whilfl: they were 
at blows, the troops in ambufh appeared on a 
fudden, attacked the Roman army, and put it into 
diforder. Eight thoufand Romans perifhed in 
this battle, either by the fword, or by being pufh- 
ed into the river, and drowned. The Conful 

• Kow tbe Turano in Abruzzo Ulterior. 
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himfelf received a wound in the head, in which f R - 66i * 

. , . , Ant. C. 90. 

he died. 

Marius then Ihewed, that he knew more than 

either of thofe Generals. I have faid, that he 

* » ' 

was inca'ftiped below the Conful. Having accord- 
ingly gueffed what had paffed from the bodies of 
the Romans, that came down the dream to him, 
he fet out that moment, and finding the camp of 
Vettius almod without any guards, he carried it 
with little or no refidance. The victor in confe- 

4 

quence, deprived of his camp and baggage, was 
obliged to pafs the night upon the field of battle, 
and retired the next day without being able to 
make any advantage of his viftory. 

It is eafy to judge, that the death of Rutilius Grief and 
occafioned great grief at Rome. But that grief unferna- 
was much increafed, when the body of that^"*' 
Conful, and thofe of feveral other illudriods per- ° m * 
fons, killed in the fame battle, were brought thi¬ 
ther to be laid in the tombs of their ancedors. 

The whole city was in mourning and conderna- 
tion, which continued leveral days. The Senate 
apprehended, that fuch fights, if repeated, might 
entirely difcourage the citizens; and decreed, that 
for the future, fuch as fhould be killed in war, 
fhould be interred upon the fpot. The allies paf- 
fed a like decree on their fide. 

Csepio commanded a body of troops as Rutili- Capiode- 
us’s Lieutenant, and gained a confiderable advan- cet^edby 
tage with them, that occafioned his dedrudion.^^y^ 
For in confequence of that fuccefs, the Senate an ambuf 
having decreed, that the remaining foldiers of the cade t nuitb 
army of Rutilius fhould be divided between Ma-£ r * a *^ ar ' 
rius and him, he conceived on a fudden, that he ^ u ar 
was become as great a General, as he to whotn 
this decree feemed to make him equal: and that 
preemption inclined him the more to give blindly 
into the fnare Pompedius laid for him. 


That 
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a.r.66 *. That artful Italian, whole camp was At no 
* Bt,c ' 9 °'great diftance from that of Csepio, came to him 

in the night, giving him to underftand; that he 
would change fides, and adhere to the Romans. 
As a pledge for his fidelity, he brought ro him 
two children as hoftages, which he faid were his 
own, but they were really Oaves. Befides which, 
pretending to be afraid, that the allies would re¬ 
venge themfeives by depriving him of his eftate, 
and for that reafon to ufe the precaution of favirrg 
at leaft fome part of it, he brought with him 
counterfeit ingots of gold and filver, that is, of 
lead gilt with both. 

Upon thefe proofs Csepio confided in him : and 
the impoftor having adviled him to march and 
attack the camp of the allies, which would be 
much difconcerted, when they faw themfelves 
without a leader, the Roman followed that coun- 


fel with entire fecurity, and began his march. 
But Pompedius, in the fpace between the two 
camps, had polled an ambufeade; and when he 
was near the place, he went up an hill, under pre¬ 
tence of going to view the pofture of the enemy, 
but in reality to give his troops the fignal agreed 
upon. Csepio that moment was attacked, de¬ 
feated, killed, and great part of his army were 
cut to pieces. Marius drew together fuch as 
found means to efcape, and joined them with the 
troops under his command. 


Viacry of Hitherto the affairs of the Romans went very 
the Canful \|| # The Conful L. Julius was the firft, who had 

^•wbich S lor 7 an i m P orrant fticcefs, which' began to 

t&akti the raife their hopes. He commanded in the war 


Romans againft the Samnites, who kept him fo continually 
refaze employed, that it was not poffible for him to find 
bahiu of t j mc co g 0 tQ R om e 5 to chufe a Collegue to fuc- 

ceed Rutilius; fo that from the 12th of June, 


the day of the defeat and death of that unfortunate 


Con- 
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Conful, Julius continued alone to the end of the 66 *. 
year, at the head of the Commonwealth. ‘ 9 °’ 

He had received a blow at firft, which proba¬ 
bly conduced to make him more wary. He in 
confequence incamped near Papius, General of the 
Samnites, who was befieging the city of Acerras 
in Campania : but he contented himfelf with keep¬ 
ing him in continual alarm, and diffreffing him 
otherwife in the operations of the fiege, and a- 
voided coming to a battle. He found himfelf 
obliged to weaken his army by a ftratagem of the 
enemy. The Romans had Numidian auxiliaries 
with them. Papius caufed Oxyntas, the fon of 
Jugurtha, who had been prifoner at Venufium, to 
be brought to his camp*, and having made him 
affume all the ornaments of fovereignty, he fre¬ 
quently (hewed him to the Numidians. They 
deferred in multitudes to join their King: and Ju¬ 
lius had no other remedy in his power than to 
fend back all the Numidians in his army to 
Africa. 

Papius flufhed with his advantages, refolved to 
give the Roman Conful battle *, and feeing that he 
did not quit his camp, he defpifed him fo much 
as to undertake to force his intrenchments. The 
Romans defended themfelves with valour; and 
whilft they kept the enemy employed at the place 
attacked, the Conful made his horfe (alley ‘through 
another gate, who charging the Samnites in the 
rear, entirely broke them, fo that they left fix 
thoufand men upon the fpot. This vidtory gave 
the Romans both joy and hope. The Conful was 
declared Imperator by his foldiers; and at Rome 
the people quitted the habit of war to refume the 
toga. 

The fame good fortune did not attend Julius to 
the end of the campaign. He luffered a con- 
fiderable loft, to which an illncfs, mat made him 

Vol, IX. A a in- 
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a. p . 65a. incapable of acting, and obliged him to be car- 
Aa ~ ■* 9 °' ried to and fro in his army in a litter, contributed. 

For the reft, all thrfe battles, and many that I 
omit, produced nothing decifive: and the war 
continued with equal heat, and almoft equal forces 


Vision be - 

car: k? 

C 

Marius, 
ar.d con- 
p/eated by 
iylla. 


on both fides. 

Marius did not diftinguilh himfelf in it by 
great exploits. Whether through the neccffity of 
circumftanccs, or perhaps the flovvnefs and chill 
of age, it appears that the general courfe of his 
conduct was to gain time, and to hazard nothing. 
He however defeated the Marfi in a battle: but 


i 


Marius 
avoids a 
battle. 
Pl'jt. in 
Mar. 


they began the attack, and when he had pufhed 
them into vineyards furrounded with hedges, ob- 
ferving that they found it difficult to crois them in 
retiring, he was afraid of breaking his own ranks, 
and gave over the purfuit. Sy 11a, as if it had 
been his delftiny to compieat what Marius had be¬ 
gun, haocened accidentally to be on the other fide 

zp 7 ^ x r • * 

of thofe vineyards, with the body of troops under 
his command. He foil upon the Marfi, and made 


a-great {huahter o! them. 


The number of the 
flain in both the actions of this day are faid to 
amount to fix thouland. In this bartle fell He- 
jitis Afinius, one of the principal commanders of 
the all.es, who was probably the grandfather of 
the famous Afinius lViico. 

This nation of the Marfi were very warlike ; 
and it was a common faying at Rome, that they 
had never triumphed either over the Marfi, or 
without them. Perhaps that confideration made 
Marius the more cautious in attackingthero. How¬ 
ever that were, except on the occafions I have re¬ 
lated, he tenacioufiy kept within his camp, with 
out regarding either the complaints of his own fol- 
diers, or the infuks of the enemy. And one day 
when Pompedius Silo advanced within hearing, 
and cried out with a loud voice, If you are a 

great 
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' great General\ Marius , why don't you fight ? Ma- A * R - 66z * 
rius anfwered, You Jhould rather be ajked , if you Ant ‘ * 9 °‘ 
are a great General , why don't you force me to 
fight ? _ .... 

Plutarch mentions another aftion, in which Ma- hie retires 
rius*s foldiers behaved ill, and did not take an 
advantage given them by the enemy, fo that the s ° ry ‘ 
two armies retired back to back. Soon after Ma¬ 
rius afked leave to quit the fervice, and returned 
to Rome, having loft much of his reputation. 

He pleaded the rheumatifm, with which he was 
much afflicted, as the motive for his retreat $ pre¬ 
tending, that he had fupported his fpirits a great 
while with a courage beyond his ftrength, and 
that his illnefs had at length become fo excefiive* 
that he could withftand it no longer. 

Sertorius, though he had no command in chief, Sertorhs 
in this war, however fignalized himfelf by a 
great number of actions worthy of remembrance. Sal!uiCap< 
But Salluft himfelf complains of not being fuffi- Gell. ii. 
ciently informed of them $ becaufe at firfl: the ob- 2 7 * 
feurity of the perfon who did them, and after¬ 
wards the malice of thofe who envied him, had 
buried them in oblivion. He was Quaeftor this Plut. in 
year, and had Gallia Cifalpina for his province. Senor< 
Having received orders to levy foldiers and make 
arms there, he acquitted himfelf of both commif- 
fions with an aftivity and vigour, which diftin- 
guifhed him highly from other perfons of his 
years, who were generally voluptuous and indo¬ 
lent,' and confidered an office, as a title to make 
others take pains, and to difpenfe with an appli¬ 
cation of their own. 

He did not confine himfelf to thofe eafy func- Helofesdti 
tions, which require care, but do not expofe a e j e -. Hh 
peiTon to any danger. He was prefent at feve-^^ /J 
r-al battles, wherein he expofed his perfon with the occafion* 
fame bravery, of which he had given proofs in 

A a 2 his 
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a. r- 66 ^. fi r ft campaigns. As he went to bittle without 

Aa “ 90 fparing himfelf, he often received wounds, and 

one particular, by which he loft an eye. (a) But 
that deformity of his countenance was matter of 
joy and triumpn to him. He faid, (b) that others 
had not always the advantage of carrying maiks 
of their valour about them ; that they were forced 
to diveft themfelves of bracelets, crowns, and 
other military rewards, in order to fhew them. But 
as for him, the proofs of his bravery accompanied 
him every where j and nobody could be a fpefta- 
tor of his difgrace, without being at the famr time 
an admirer of his virtue. The people did him 
juftice: and one day on his entring the theatre, 
he was received with applaufcs and acclamations, 
which the oldtft Generals and moft refpefted citi¬ 
zens did not always eafily obtain. 

Tv.opues Virtue is of all ranks and conditions; and after 


* 7 


+** 4 • 


jaye their 0ne Q f t h e greateft men Rome ever produced, I 

Ithepm* am not a f ra ’^ t0 niention here an admirable ac- 
ingofGru-t ion of two (laves. I cannot tell the exaft time 
nmium. when it happened : but it undoubtedly was in the 
Sc° de war i am now relating. The Roman brfieged 
B.n. in. Q ramentum * ; n Lucania \ and when the city 

was reduced to the laft extremity, two llaves ef-. 
raped into the camp of the befiegtrs. Soon after 
the place was taken by ftorm, and plundered. 
The two flaves at this time ran to the houfe of 
their miftrefs, whom they feiztd with a kind of 

violence, and carried off, threatening her both 

# 

with their words and gefture : and when they were 
afked who (he was, they faid (he was their mif- 


(4; Qao ille dehoneflamen- dV 7 k'jfa fpocya- 

to corporis maxime Jstabatur. diets v&v 7& yr&- 

Salluj ,?. 7 av7Vf \yov\i 

{b} Tb* uiv $ oAAk? ax. r apSTjj* aua. ^ 
ail 7& LLet? 7 V?te t a.f/fiie-j 9 d-etTac. Plut . 

a AAss ^ a-jor'i- * This city was in the coun- 

rp'T7x % J otctra >9 try nmu called Bafilicata. 

trefs, 
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trefs, and a mod cruel miftrefs upon whom they ^^ c 66 '.* 
were going to take revenge for all the barbarous ’ ‘ 9 ^‘ 
treatment they had fullered from her. In this 
manner they made her quit the city, and con¬ 
veyed her to a fafe retreat, where they concealed 
her with great care. Then, when the fury of the 
foldiery was over, and every thing quiet in the 
city, they made her return into it, and were ready 
to obey her as before. She gave them their li¬ 
berty, which was the greated reward in her power 
to beftow, but certainly extremely fliort of the 
fervice (he had received. I refume the feries of 
our hiftory. 

Cn. Pompeius Strabo had * Picenum for his J 7 aonof 
province. He was not fuccefsful at firft, as had £*• P° m ~ 
happened to mod of the Roman Generals in this P eius r 
war. Immediately after the maffacre at Afculum, ™ u£ * C g 
he attacked the place, and was repulfcd with lofs. of which 
Being afterwards attacked himfelf near the river the magi- 
Tennaf, by three Generals of the allies, Afra-^^"^ 
nius, Vcntidius, and Judacilius, he was defeated, j- ume t j yg 

and obliged to retire to the city of Fermo. He ornaments 

was befieged there by Afranius alone, the other of thAr 
two Italian Pryors having employment elfcwhere. d JZ n \ y * 
Pompeius kept a great w.hiie upon the defenfive. ™ 

But at length having advice that Sulpicius ap¬ 
proached with a Roman army, he concerted a 
plan with him for attacking the enemy. At the 
time fixed he made a vigorous falley, Afranius, 
who thought he had only Pompeius to deal with, 
employed all his forces to repulfc him. But whilft 
they were engaged with almod equal advantage, 
Sulpicius arrived, and fet the camp of the allies 
on fire. The fight of the flames terrified the Ita¬ 
lians, and to compleat their misfortune, Afranius 
being killed, the whole army broke and difperfed. 

* Now called Marche if Ancona. 

'j- Now the Tin go. 

A a 3 


Thofe 



358 Julius, Rutilius, Confuls. 

a . r . 661. Xhofe who could efcape the victor, fled to Afcu : 

' 9 °‘ lum; and Pompeius immediately inverted chat 
city. 

The viSory, which I have juft related, reftored 
the tranquillity of Rome. After that of the 
Conful Julius, the citizens had refumed the toga 
or habit of peace; this made the magiftrates put 
on the robe prxtexta, and aflume the other orna¬ 
ments of their dignity. Thus every thing return¬ 
ed to it’s ancient order: and the war in the ftate 


it was, was confidered only as a common war, 
that did not prevent the city from enjoying the 
fweets of peace. 

freedom cf mean ^ me a new event Ihewed the Ro- 

Rcmc J mans, that they could not hope to extricate them- 
%rantcdt-J it ]ves out of danger folely by the force of arms. 
jucb tf the Moft of the Umbrians, and fome Tufcan ftates, 

M- * * 


a.*:ej t as 
bad con¬ 
tinued 

faidfJ. 


quitted their alliance, and joined the rebels. The 
example might have fata! conftquences : and the 
Romans apprehended, they fhould be left alone, 
if they perfevered in refufing the general dtfire of 
Italy. The Conlul Julius therefore, with the ad¬ 
vice, and by the authority of the Senate, parted a 
lav/ to crant the freedom of Rome to fuch of the 


allies, as had continued faithful hitherto. By this 
law Latium, and part of Tufcany and Umbria, 
at length acquired the righr, that made them equal 
with the Romans. They adhered in confequence 
more firmly to the Commonwealth : and the other 
ftates of Italy alfo conceived hopes of lharing that 
privilege with them ; at leaft by laying down their 
arms. And the war in reality was terminated only 
by this method. But to bring things to this 
point, much blood was ftill to be fhed. 

Frtedrr.en The greatnefs of the danger, and the fcarcity 
admitted of men, forced the Romans to admit freed men 
7ats the .j nf0 their land-forces, who till then had either been 

vice!*' ^eluded, 9 r very rarely employed. They raifed 

*■"’ twelve 


v 
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twelve cohorts of them, whom they ported 
guard the fea-coafts from Cumte to Rome. 
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Ant. C. 90. 


Cn. Pom peius Strabo. 
L. Porcius Cato. 


A. R. 663. 
Ant. C. 89. 


Pompeius and Porcius had -deferved the Con«r 
fulfhip conferred upon them by confiderable Cer¬ 
vices. We have mentioned the viftory, which 
the firft gained over Afrnnius in Picenum; and 
Porcius towards the end of the preceding year had 
alfo defeated the dates of Tufcany, who had re. 
volted in a pitched battle. 

Pompeius in his Confulfhip had confined him- The Conful 
felt particularly in carrying on the fiege of Afcu- Pompeius 
ium, which, as I have fa id, he began before he f 3e 
was elefted Conful. This fiege was one of the^/£/^ 
mod important operations of the war. The Ro- Appian. 
mans were the more eager to take it, as it was this 
city which had given the fignal of the revolt: 
and the allies defended it with no lefs vigour. 

Armies of feventy-five thoufand Romans, and Veil, ii. 
fixey thoufand Italians, fought before Afculum to^ I# 
haften, and prevent, the taking of it. 

The efforts of the allies could not make the H* beats ^ 
Romans raife the fiege; but they occafioned its tbeMarfi, 
continuing a great while: and it appears, 1 
Pompeius left the command of it during forrie bouri, & 


7 ftZ 


* * 

He gained a 


time to L. Julius, Conful of the preceding year, 
in order to keep the field himfclf, and oppofe A PP ian 
the different nations of the enemy, 
great victory over the Marfi. He reduced the 
Veflini * and Peligni to fubmit and lay down their 
arms. But we have few particulars of thefe fafts. 

Seneca has preferved a very remarkable circum- Sen *c de 

L J p v* • ♦ • 

ftance, which relates to the time of the redu&ion JjCneL U1 ‘ 

23. 

* The Veffiny inhabited the country upon the banks of the Ater - 
nus 3 a river .novo called Pefcara in the Abruzzo. 

*- : A a 4 


of 
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himjelf. 


A ' R c. 6 go ^ Pdi S ni - C. Vettius, who was of that na- 
?£*/**/ t,on i anc ^ one °f principal Generals of the ai~ 
of Vvttius lies, had been taken prifoner, and was brought to 
kills bis the Confui. One of his Oaves fnatched the fol- 

dier’s fword, who was dragging him along, and, 
^ard!** ^ killing his matter, and then turning the 

point of it againft himfclf, It is time , faid he, 
that I Jhould provide for myfelf. I have fet my 
mofter at liberty. On faying thofe words, he 
plunged the fword into his own breaft and fell 
ctad. “ What (a) Dave, cries Seneca, ever deli- 
“ vered his matter in a more glorious manner ?** 
But as to us, however glorious this action may be, 
the feverity of the Cnltian Morality in refpedt to 
homicide does not permit us to praife it. And in* 
deed how many events might have delivered Vet¬ 
tius in a gentler and more happy manner? 

The Confui L- Porcius, as well as his Collegue, carried on 
Porcius is the war with fuccefs. He gained various advan- 
kiiied m a cages ovtr t he Marfi, whom he feems to have 

mac ^ e lZ ^ ]S em P^°y ment t0 fubduc. But at 

Tius’u'uf 1 a tt", in attacking their camp near the lake * Fu- 
pe3ed of cinus, he was called, and by his death gave the 
by death, viflory to the enemy. Orofus imputes his death 

to young Ma'ius, who defired to revenge a pre¬ 
tended infulc done by the Confui to his father. 
For Porcius, who had the fame troops that old 
General had commanded the year before, had 
boafted, that Marius bad not done greater things 
than bun. Thofe words were fatal to him, and 
in the heat of the battle an unfeen ftroke, but 
from the Roman Army, and according to the 
words of Orofus, from the hand of young Ma¬ 
rius, laid him dead at the foot of the enemy’s in- 
trenchmens. So black a crime would be incredi- 


Orof. v. 
I*. 


{a) Da mihi qnemquam, qui magnificentius dominum fer- 
varif, 

* Nsnu called the lake of Celano. 
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ble, if that young man had not too fully proved a,r. 663. 
in the fcquel, by tfie mod horrid cruelties, that he Ant,c * 89, 
was capable of it. 

Dio tetls us, that this Conful had enraged hisBi°. apud 
foldurs againft him by fevere reproaches and Vale ^* 
haughty behaviour, which had even occafioned a 
fed it ion, in which he was very near perifhing. 

The refentment of the troops may have been either 
the raufe of Porcius’s death, or the occafion of 
Manus's better concealing his guilt. 

Svlla fignalized himfelf in this war above all tyH* dtr ' 
the Roman Generals. I have related in the fore-^!^ ; ^ ta f 

bia, and 

^ befirges 

viftory left imperfedt by Marius. This year is Pompeii. 
more productive of events glorious for him. He 
commanded, as the Conful Porcius's Lieutenant, 
a body of troops in Campania, where he deftroy- 
ed the city of Stabias on the lad day of April. 

From thence he marched tobefiege Pompeii, a city 
fituated at the mouth of the Sarno. Whildhe was 


going book, in what manner he compleated 


employed at this fiege, his forces were augmented 
in the manner 1 proceed to relate. 

The Romans had a fleet under the command 
of Podhumius Albinus. He was an haughty and 
violent man, who made his foldiers abhor him to man dof 
fuch a degree, that they rofe againd him, and ac- Poftumi- 
cufing him of treafon and holding intelligence U5 ' s arm y> 
with the enemy, they doned him to death. Syila*"^" 
took upon him the command of thefe foldiers, vengetbe 
who had imbrued their hands in the blood of their death of 


General, and incorporated them into his army, thatGene- 
without punifhing the crime they had lately com- 
mitted. ' He palliated this bad indulgence with as ^ erJm 


bad an excufe ; and faid, that thofe troops would Liv. Epit. 
only aft with more ardour, to expiate the crime lxxv *. 
they had committed by their fervices. But his g ll Jf a m 
real motives were ambition and felf-intered. The * 


enmity between him and Marius was then rofe to 

excefs; 
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a. R.663. excefs ; and he propofed no lefs than to reduce his 

Am. C. 89. r .K , , n , . ~. 

enemy to extremities, and to deltroy him. Be- 
fides which, as the war with the allies drew to¬ 
wards an end, he afpired at having the com¬ 
mand of that againft Mithridates, for which 
preparations were making. With thefe views he 
applied himfclf in gaining the affedion of the 
foldiers, even at the expence of the moft inviolable 
laws of military difeipline. And he was in effedt 

the- firft Roman General, who fet the pernicious 

example of attaching the troops to himfelf, to the 
prejudice of the Commonwealth, and to fubftitute 
the rights of his country to his private views, fo 
that the foldiers under his command became the 
troops of Sylla, and not thofe of the Roman Peo¬ 
ple. The ambitious conduit of this General will 
appear more fully in the fcquel. For the prefenr, 
he made himfelf really ufeful to the Common¬ 
wealth. 


H< defrays 


Sylla, 


tius. 

Appian. 


Cluentius, one of the Generals of the allies, 
armjefWfot with a great army of theSamnites to the re< 
Samr.iic , lief of the city of Pompeii, and boldly incamped 

a t f° ur hundred paces from the Romans. 

7 who thought himfelf defpifed and inful ted, moved 

to attack the enemy, though he had fent great 
prt of his troops to forage. He had reafon to 
repent his preemption, and was repulfed with 
lofs. But he foon had his revenge: when his fo¬ 
ragers had rejoined him, he attacked the enemy 
again, and Cluentius was defeated and obliged to 
retire. 

This firft advantage was not decifive, and the 
Italian General, having received a reinforcement 
of Gauls, returned to the charge. We have feen 
in the courfe of the Roman Hiftory, feveral Angle 
combats with Gauls, in which they were never 
fuccefsful. It here gives us another with the fame 
effect. A Gaul of very great ftature advanced 

out 
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out of the line, and challenged the braveft of the^j^ 6 ^* 
Romans to fight. A moor was fent againft him, 
who was as-little as the other was big, and how¬ 
ever killed his adverfary. The confequence was 
as is natural on fuch events, The Gaul’s death 
terrified thofe of his nation. They made a-bad • 
defence, were foon broke, and drew after them 
the reft of the army. Sylia’s vidtory was corn- 
pleat : he took the enemy’s camp, who continued 
flying, and did not believe themfelves fafe till 
they were near Nola, The viftor purfued them 
thither: and without giving them anytime, he 
attacked them again, and entirely ruined that 
army with its General, who was killed in the 
aft ion. Appian makes the number of the dead 
in the firft adtion amount to thirty thoufand, and 
in this to twenty. And what is more furprifing, 
and even incredible, according to Eutropius, Sylla 
did not lofe a Angle man. But a greater authority 
than that of fo mean a writer, is neceflary to 
make us believe a fadt, fo remote from all pro¬ 
bability. 

* * 

Sylla had wrote in his memoirs, that his {o\ r Heisho- 

diers had honoured him at Nola with a crown noure ^ 

Obfidionalis . This crown was not, like others,Corona 
granted by the General to foldiers, who had dif- obfidiona- 
tinguifhed themfelves ; but on the contrary con : lis. 
ferred by the troops on their General, who had 
extricated them out of fome great danger. It was b * 
only of turf: and the grafs, of which it was form¬ 
ed, was to be taken only from the very fpor, 
where the army had been furrounded by the enemy, 
and from which the wifdom and valour of the 
■ commander had brought it off. We do not fee, 

from the facts which I have related after Appian, 
in what manner Sylla had deferved this crown. 

But we mult aferibe that to the negligence of this 

D O 

author, and others, to whom \ye are obliged to 

have 
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Anf c^’ ^ aVe recour ^ f° r thefe ^inies. This erown was 

9 thr greaicft honour, that could be conferred upon 
a citizen: and Sylla, who was defirous to perpe¬ 
tuate an event fo much to his glory, caufed it to 
be pa nted in his country-houfe at Tufculum, 
which afterwards belonged to Cicero, (a) But as 
Pliny obferves, it was in vain for the author of a 
profeription to cake honour to himfclf from a Co¬ 
rona obfidionalis. He himfclf tore it from his 
head, when he afterwards deftroyed a much 
greater number of citizens, than he had ever 
laved. 


He r fauces 
the Hir - 

pint. 

Appian. 


* 

He enters 

Somnium, 

and has 
various 
advanta* 


Sylla, after fo great a viftory, improved his ad¬ 
vantages. He entered the country of the Hirpi- 
ni: and the inhabitants of Eculanum, which was 
in a manner the capital, not furrendering foon 
enough, he made his troops plunder it. Thisex- 
ample of feveruy intimidated the reft, and in a 
few days the whole province fubmitted. 

From thence he marched ro Sammum, where 
he was at firft in a perplexing fuuation. He had 
entered a deble near the city of Efernia, having 
an army of Samnites commanded by Papius Mu- 
tilius to oppofe him. Sylla was a man of prefence 
of mind in difficulties. He managed in fuch a 
manner, that he had an interview with the Gene¬ 


ra! of the enemy, under pretext of negociating an 
accommodation. Nothing was concluded in it. 
But the truce by a very natural effedl occafioned a 
fccurity amongft the Samnites, which leflened their 
attention and vigilance. The Roman took his 
advantage of this; and favoured by the filence 
and obfeuriry of the night, made his troops fet 
out, leaving only one trumpet in his camp to 


(a) Q. od fi vernm eff, hoc traxit, tanto paucioribus ci?i- 
cdecrabiliorem eom cixerim: um fervatis, quam pollea oc- 
qu2DdoQuidem earn capiti cifis. 
i"jO prefer!piione fua ipfe de- 


found 
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found as ufual the beginning of each watch, every 
three hours. At the fourth watch the trumpet 
himfelf withdrew to rejoin the army, which by 
this means got fafely out of the defile. 

Sylla did not fatisfy himfelf with only efcaping 
the danger. Having marched round the camp of 
the Samnites, he attacked them in a part where he 
was lead expeCtcd, defeated them and took their 
camp. Papius efcaped wounded by Efcrnia*. 

Sylla put an end to this glorious campaign by a 
confiderabie conqueft. He attacked * Bovianum, 
a very confiderabie city, where the Samnites held 
their general affembly, and which was fortified 
with three citadels. He affaulted it in feveral 
places at the fame time, and in three hours carried 
the place. 

After fo many great exploits Sylla returned to He returns 
Rome, to ftand for the Confuifhip, to which few 
candidates had ever offered themfelves with the^Tc^/- 
recommendation of fuch great and glorious- fer~/;>. 
vices. He brought with him the mod unexcep- r in 
tionable reputation. All the world confidered hitii s ^ a * 
as a great warrior-: his friends extolled him as the 
principal General of Rome ; and even his enemies 
could not relufe him the title of fuccefsful Cap¬ 
tain. 

He took no manner of offence at this language He values 
of his enemies. On the contrary, he was ex-’ him f el f 
tremdy delighted with paffing for the favourite of' 
fortune; whether that was out of odentation, and tuna te. 
to take honour to himfelf on the protection of 
heaven, or perhaps from conviction of mind. 

Plutarch repeats circumdances from Sylla’s me¬ 
moirs to this effeCt, which, are entirely Angular. 

He faid in them, that he fucceeded better in ac¬ 
cidental enterprizes, than in thofe he had preme- 


* Now Boiano in the county of Mo I if a. 


di rated, 
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A ' ^c^ 3 ’ an ^ i nteD< ^ e d to condudt prudentially. He 

Anti C ’ * 9 ' confeffed chat he was more fortunate than capable 

in war; and advifed Lucullus, to whom he dedi¬ 
cated them, to rely on nothing fo much as on what 
the gods Ihould infpire him with in dreams. All 
this feems to prove, that he a&ually believed in 
fortune. And the thing cannot appear fo ftrange 
in fo odd and capricious a genius as his. Plutarch 
in the fame piace gives us a defcription of him, 
which I ought not to omit to readers, who are 
defirous to know mankind well. 

Incon- He was inconGftent, and perpetually in contra-* 
fifing of diftion to himfelf. He took away from fome 
1 Ehr ~ violence, and bellowed upon others with pro- 

fufion: he honoured perfons without reafon, and 
infulted in the fame manner: he made his court 
with addrefs to thofe of whom he had occafion j 
and behaved haughtily to fuch as ftood in need 
of .him ; fo that-it was doubred, whether he was 
mod proud or molt a flatterer. He was the fame 
unequal man in his refentments and revenge; 

. fometimes he would inflift punifhment fof the 
flighted faults, and on other occafions faffe-red 
the greateft offences patiently : he would eaflly be 
reconciled to thofe, who had done him the mod 
extreme injuries, and revenged the flighted im¬ 
prudences with murder and confifcation of for¬ 
tune. Perhaps, fays Plutarch, this inequality of 
conduct in rel’pecl to thofe he hurt, might be ex¬ 
plained,.by faying, chat his difpofition and inte- 
red fwayed him alternately, and that, though na¬ 
turally inclined to-revenge, he checked and mode¬ 
rated himfdf by reflexion, when thegood'of his 
affairs required-.it. And may not the fame key 
folve mod of his other inconfidencies ? I return 
to the- war with the allies, of which I have dill 
fome events to relate, all more and more to the 
difadvantage of the Italian league. 


The 
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The Marfi, who had been one of its ftrongeA 
fupports, quitted it,- being tired and fubdued by The Marfi 
their paft Ioffes, and the new ones they fuftained lay down 
from Murasna and Metellus Pius. The Pelign'i 
had a I lb fubmitted, as I have related. -The Ro L 
mans in confequence being matters of Corfinium., General 
which the rebels had 'made their metropolis, it was council of 

neceffary to transfer the general council to Efernia , the lea & ue 
a city of the Samnices, who by the defe&ion of r y^J° 

the Marfi found themfelves alone at the head of £)j 0 d. Ec. 
all the ftates, that perfifted in. their fidelity to thelxxxvii. 
affociation. They elefted five Pr^tors or Gene¬ 
rals, amongft whom they gave the principal au¬ 
thority to Pompedius Silo. He deferved. this 
preference by his ability in war, his courage, and 
efpecially, his tenacioufnefs in the revolt, of which 
himfelf had been the firft author, and which 
could not make him abandon the example even of 
his own nation, that is, of the Marfi, who had 
lately made their fubmiffion. He affembled an 
atmy.xff thirty thoufand foot and a thoufand horfe. 

And being'reduced by neceflity to try every kind 
pf- refource, he even gave fiaves, who would 
join him,' their liberty **, * and having drawn toge¬ 
ther about twenty thoufand of them, he armed 
them in the bed manner he could. With thefe 
troops he retarded-Tor fome time the entire ruin of 
his party. ' ' • 

In the mean time the fiege of Afculum, which' Judacilim 
had continued gfeat part of rhe year, at length' dej^amng 
ended to the advantage of the Romans. When'^ 
the city was reduced to extremities, Judacjliii yjr c Ji um 
.who was a native of it, tried a laft effort to pr t-poifins 
ferve it. He was one of the principal leaders*of bimfilf 
the Italians, a man of vigour and courage.- For A PP ian ' 
this purpofe he drew together eight * cohorts, and 

i 

• * The cohort vfinally con fifed of five hundred men . 


begin- 
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a- R. 663. beginning his march fent a courier to the Afculani, 

9 *to advife them to watch his arrival, and to Tally 
upon the befiegers, whilft he Ihould attack their 
intrenchments on the other fide. He was in hopes* 
that the Romans inclofed between two fires, might 
be pat into confufion, and that he might perhaps 
have occafion to give them a great blow, and 
thereby force them to raife the fiege. The plan 
was not ill conceived : bat the inhabitants wanted 
courage; To that all Judacilius could do, was to 
break into the city with part of his followers. 
He reproached his countrymen in the warmed 

terms with their cowardice: and feeing that he 

had nothing farther to hope, he refolved to die : 
but firft he determined to be revenged of his ene¬ 
mies, who had often taken pleafure in oppofing 
his defigns, and who juft before had prevented 
the execution of his laft orders. As he was 
ftrongeft in the city, he caufed them all to be 
feized and ? put to death. After having fatiated 
his revenge, he thought it afting for his own glory, 
SeeV ol.V.to revive the example fee by Vibius Virius at the 
1. xvii. taking of Capua. He invited his friends to a 
* x * great entertainment, and exhorted them to pre¬ 
vent with him the difafter of their common coun¬ 
try by a voluntary death. Every one praifed his 
courage, but none would imitate it. In confe- 
quence he took the poifon : and as he had taken 
care beforehand to have a funeral pile erefted, he 
caufed himfelf to be carried to the top of it, and 
ordered his friends to fet it on fire. Thus peril¬ 
ed this brave man, feduced no doubt by the idea 
of glory, which the Pagan world annexed to 
felf-murder. But, according to the mere lights of 
reafon, what glory does a death deferve, that was 
of no utility to the publick and the common 
caufe, and of which the whole fruit could only 

terminate in preferving the perfon, who killed 

himfelf, 
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ftimfelf, from the evils, which he dreads ftiil A - R * 66 J- 
more than death ? Am ‘ C * 8 *‘ 

Though the authors, who have fpoke of the ^ppOrof. 
death of Judacilius, fcem to place that event at 
the beginning or the fiege, I have chofe to relate 
at the end, becaufe it did not feem probable in the 
lead, that this General ftiould have taken fo def- 
perate a refolution, if he had fcen his country in a 
condition to make a longer refiftance. I aflur t Taking of 
myfelf therefore, that the taking of Afculum foon dfulumby 
followed his death, and that the defpair of the 
leader, having occafioned that of the multirude , P 
the city either furrendered at difcretion, or being 
ill-defended by the difcouraged inhabitants, was 
taken by ftorm, The Conib! Pompeius made 
this unfortunate city an example of fcvcrity. The 
principal citizens, and all the officers of war 
were fcourged with rods, and beheaded : he fpartd 
the lives of the reft, but deprived them of their 
flaves and all they pofieiTed: the city itfclf was 
demolidied to ks foundation. In this manner 
the blood of the Roman citizens, who had been 
maffacred there, at the beginning of the war, was 
revenged. 

Hitherto it had not been the cuftom to grant Trimphof 
a triumph for having reconquered what had for- Pompeius 
merly belonged to the Commonwealth. Howe¬ 
ver, Pompeius triumphed over the Afculans, and ]shdcap- 
people of Picenum, the fixth day before the ca- time, 
lends of January, that is, the * 25th of December. FaftiCapit 
Amongft the prifoners, which he led in triumph, Veil. ii. 
feveral writers have mentioned P. Ventidius, who .. 
undoubtedly was the fon of him, whom we have ^ ' v,u 
named amongft the moft illuftrious leaders of A, Gel!. 

xv. 4, 

* In Numas calendar^ which the Romans then followed\ De¬ 
cember had only 29 days . 
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a. Yg. th e allies. This fame Ventidius, now led in tri- 
' ^’umph, will triumph himfcif in fifty years: a me¬ 
morable example of the viciflicude and inftability 
of all human things in good as well as ill. 

Pompeius had cauled all the plunder of Afcu- 
lum to be fold: but chough the publick treafury 
was exhaufted, he carried no part of the money 
he had raifed by that fale into it. He was a man, 
whofe ability in war conftituted his foie praife i 
for the reft he was exceffively avaricious, and lit¬ 
tle fcrupulous in refpeft to the means of inriching 
himfcif. And this is not the only vice with which 
hiftory reproaches him, as we fhall have occafion 
to obferve in the fequel. 

PoKpcdius The Italian league was extremely weakened, 
enters Bo- and the following year loft the perfon, who was 
vianurr.: ^ f ou i anc | mover, Pompedius Silo. He 

'andhlkd however fome fuccefs at firft,.and had even 
A.R.664.. retaken the city of Bovianum. Intent upon pur- 
JaiObfeq. fuing the fyftem he had laid down to himfcif, of 

fetting his Commonwealth on a level with that of 
Rome, he was defirous to triumph, and aftually 
did triumph in his new conqueft. But fuperfti- 
tious antiquity has obferved, that he thereby gave 
an omen of his future defeat, becaufe it was into 
the victorious city that he entered in triumph, and 
not into one conquered. Soon after he loft a 
great battle, in which he was killed: and with 
him expired the whole glory of his party, which 
from thenceforth only dwindled. 

EmbaJFfof It feems very probable to me, that the embaf- 
tb-e allies fy f cnc by the allies to MithrHates, to implore his 

aid, and invite him to unite with them againft 
Rome, is to be aferibed to this obftinate enemy of 
the Roman name. For the reft, if the author of 
this deliberation is not certainly known, the faft 
is however certain from Diodorus Siculus. The 
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► 

hatred of thefe Italians mud have rofe to madnefs, £' Qt R; c 6 ^' 
to have induced them to feck fo remote a protec¬ 
tion, and one which ought to have been fufpeiteti 
and odious to them, from fo many caufes: and 
hence it appears, that it is after ftrift hiftorical 
truth one of our greateft poets introduces Mithri- 
dates faying to his children : 

t 

Non, Princes , ce n'ejl point au bout de I'Univers , Raine. 


Ss 




Tes plus grands ennemis , Rome, font a tes portes. 

In Eoglifh, 

No, 9 tis not only at the world's extremities , 

Rome makes the nations feel her iron yoke ; 

At home they figh, and they abhor her /way. 

And her worji enemies are at her gates. 

4 

The King of Pontus did not afford much atten¬ 
tion to this embaffy, .and replied coldly, that when 
he fhould have terminated the affairs of Afia, 
which aftually employed him, he would go and 
join his forces with thofe of the Italians. 

This was the laft confiderable flep taken by the 
rebels. From thenceforth, though the Lucanians oftheaU 
and Samnites continued (till in arms, I find no 
more events, that dire&ly and folely belong to the t0 notbltl Z' 
war with the allies. They no longer make a 
party alone, but are confounded with thofe of Ma¬ 
rius and Cinna. 

* 

Almoft all the dates of Italy had then the Eigbtnvw 
freedom of Rome. For it had been granted them bribes 
in proportion as they laid down their arms. From^ r/ ”“^ 

, r • , r . . the new 

hence arole a prodigious number 01 new citizens, citizens. 
which extremely perplexed Rome. As (a) their Appiaa. 


iv a r 


(a) Ne potentia eorum, & 
multitude) veterum civium dig¬ 
nitatem frangeret, .plufque 

Bb 


% 

pofTent recepti in bencficium 
quam au&ores beneficii. Veil . 


u. 20. 


multi- 
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hatred of thefe Italians mud have rofe to madnefs, 
to have induced them to feck fo remote a protec¬ 
tion, and one which ought to have been fufpefted 
and odious to them, from fo many caufes: and 
hence it appears, that it is after drift hiftorical 
truth one of our greateft poets introduces Mithri- 
dates faying to his children: 


Non, Princes , ce n'eft point au bout de I'Univers , Raine. 
Que Rome fait fent'ir tout le poids de fes fers ; 

Et de pres in fur ant les .baines les plus fortes , 
f fs plus grands ennemis , Rome, font a tes portes . 


In Englifh, 

No, ’its not only at the world’s extremities , 

Rome makes the nations feel her iron yoke ; 

At home they figh, and they abhor her j'way , 

And her worft enemies are at her gates. 

w 

The King of Pontus did not afford much atten¬ 
tion to.this embaffy, and replied coldly, that when 
he fhould have terminated the affairs of Afia, 
which aftually employed him, he would go and 
join his forces with thofe of the Italians. 

This was the lad confiderable ftep taken by the 7^ 
rebels. From thenceforth, though the Lucanians of the ah 
and Samnites continued dill in arms, I find no 
more events, that dircftly and folcly belong to the t0 nothv, °' 
war with the allies. They no longer make a 
party alone, but are confounded with thofe of Ma¬ 
rius and Cinna. 

* 

Almoft all the dates of Italy had then the Eigltnew 
freedom of Rome. For it had been granted them Tribet 
in proportion as they laid down their arms. From f°f mc(l f Qr 

. 1 1 r 1 • • , c • ■ the new 

hence arole a prodigious number of new citizens, 
which extremely perplexed Rome. As (a) their Appian. 


(a) Ne potentia eorum, & 
multitude) veterum civium dig¬ 
nitatem frangeret, .plufque 


pofTent recepti in benefidum 
quam audores beneficii. Veil. 
ii. 20. 
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Pompeius, Porcius, Confuls. 


a. r. multitude was immcnfe, to diftribute them into 

- - - Q" gg ^ ' 

'the five and thirty Tribes, was making them 
matters of every thing; it was annulling all the 
dignity and power of the ancient citizens; and 
thefe new comers adopred through favour would 
have cruJhed thofe, from w'hom they held their 
privilege. It was therefore refolved to form e:gh,t 
new Tribes, in which all the new citizens fhould 
be included. This plan, copied from that of 

the eflablifhment and 
remedied all incon- 


•^rRom. King* Srrvius Tulliu?, in tl 
Hift. Vo!, difiribution of the centurirs, 


I-1 i 
56. 


A R 663 

Cert tors. 


veniences. The old citizens entirely retained their 
fuperioritv, as being much left in number, they 
had thirty-five voices, whilft the others, had but 

j 9 

eight: and Tides, as thefc new Tribes were to be 
only called to vote laft, it was natural, that the 
majority (hould be very frequently formed before 
it came to their turn to give their fuffrages. The 
allies, now become citizens, acquiefced at thaf 
time in every thing; whether they did not per¬ 
ceive the great advantage, that regulation gave the 
ancient citizens over them, or were fatisfied with, 
acquiring the freedom of Rome at any rate 
whatfoever. It is probable, that in order to efta- 
blifh this, two Cenfors were created in the year of 
the Conlulfhip of Cn. Pompeius, who were P. 
Craffus, and L. Julius Ccefar Conful the year be¬ 
fore. Nothing elfe, that patted in the Cer.for- 
fhip, except that they made fome decrees againft 
the luxury of the table, is come down to us. 
jfelii. This fame year 663, a crime was committed in 
Pi*toref 1 he pubiick forum of Rome, unheard of before, 
Rome af- anc j w hj c fj demon ft rated, that the laws had loft 

iftle/o- ^eir w l 10 ‘ e cre dit and authority, and were reduced 
bjibet o give way to force, which took place of right 
fadivn of and juftice. Debts had in all times occafioned 
*^ e u rt f' great troubles at Rome. We have frequently 
** '^mentioned them in this biftory. The avidity of 

thofe 


mwuy, 
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thofe who lent money, was not contented with A * R 
the intereft allowed by the Roman laws, and ex- ”' 
afted greater. The debtors were entirely ruined, 
and did not pay. This evil was exceffively felt at 
the time of which we are fpeaking, becaufe the 
circumitances of a war fo near home, fo dange¬ 
rous, and which required fuch great expences, had 
made money very fcarce, and had ruined the for¬ 
tunes of a great number ot particulars. Themer- 
cihis creditors however abated nothing of their ri¬ 
gour : fo that the debtors called out for the pro¬ 
tection of the laws, and pretended not only to a 
right to be allowed delays of payment on account 
of the bad date of their affairs, but to have their 
creditors treated as violators of the laws, in exaft- 
ing greater interefts than they allowed. 

A. Sempronius Afclho, Praetor of the city, 
and in that capacity fupreme judge of this kind of 
contefts, endeavoured to moderate the affair, and 
put an end to the quarrel by the method of accom¬ 
modation. But that not being pofiible, as he was 
a juft man, he opened the tribunals to the debtors, 
and caufed juftice to be done them. Upon this 
the creditors became furious, and not-being able 
to overcome the Magiftrate’s conftancy, they re- 
folved to rid themfelves of him•, and executed 
their dtfign with incredible audacioufnefs. Sup¬ 
ported by L. Caftius Tribune of the People, (for 
it was necelfary, that the Tribunes fhould have a 
fhare in all the violences committed at Rome) they 
.attacked Afellio in the forum itfelf, whilft he was 
facrificing. The unfortunate Praetor finding him- 
.felf flruck by a ft one, and feeing an inraged mul- 
. titude around him, threw down the facred cup, 
which he held in his hand, and endeavoured to fly 
to the temple of Vefta. But they interpofed, arid 
forced him to retire into a publick houfe, whftje 
they knocked him on the head, Some of thofe who 

purfued 
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a. a. 6*?- purfued him, and who had feen him running to- 
Aflt,c * warc j s Vcfta’s temple, believed he had got into it, 

and were not afraid to force the barriers of that 
facred afylum. Notwithftanding the moft facred 
Jaws, which did not permit men to enter it, they 
made the ftri&eft fearch in places, that religion 
ought to have made inviolable to them. Thus 

perifced a Prator, aftually employed at a facri- 
fice, drafted in the facred ornaments, and that at 
noon-day, in the publick forum. And the authors 
of this enormous crime had combined together in 
fuch a manner, and known fo well how to fhut 
all mouths, that could accufe them, that it was 
not poffible to find proofs againft any one of them. 
The Senate publifhed a decree in vain, to invite 
all fuch as had any knowledge of the guilty, to 
declare what they knew, promifing them rewards; 
liberty, if they were flaves; a fum of money, if 
free; and pardon, if accomplices. Nobody ap¬ 
peared to make the difeovery •, and fo attrocious a 
crime remained unpunilhed. What juftice could 
private perfons expert in a city, where it had 
coft a magi ft rate his life, for having done juftice ? 
Did not Rome in confcquence fall back into the 
confufion, aferibed by the poets to the fir ft men in 
thefavage ftate of nature, before the inftitution of 
focieties ? 

Lrw It was probably to prevent the like exceffes 
Platt a it f or the future, that M. Plautius Sylvanus, Tri- 
vi paoiica. 0 f people, propofed and paffed a law 

concerning publick violence, de vi publica. The 
Civilians differ in their conftruftion of thofe 
words. Let it fuffice to obferve, that the force 
•of them intends all violence, contrary to the peace 
and good order of the publick: and that idea 
includes many things, and may have very great 
extent. 
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the People. 


The fame Tribune of the People reinftated the A R - 66 s- 
Senators in a fhare of the admimftration of juftice. s'yanotler 
Qepio and Drufus had attempted the fame thing y law of the 
but ineffectually: and the Knights had been th eJ ameC T”- 
foie judges fince the law of C. Gracchus. Plau' ^ 
tius gave a new turn to that he propofed, which ar ereflor- 
perhaps.conduced to its parting with moreeafe.. He ed to fhare 
decreed, that each Tribe (hould nominate fifteen in the ad ' 

^ % % /l 

citizens every year to aft as judges. According 
to this plan, the judges might be indifferently^^ 
either Senators, Knights, or even of the order of Afcon in 

The law was accepted, and was in Orat. pro. 
force till Sylla’s Diftatorlhip. ^ om ’ 

To conclude what remains of the events of the tyl* is 
year 663, I have only to fpeak of the eleftion of el * ae f d . 
the Confuls. I have faid, that Sylla was returned c °^ on 

to Rome, His fervices fpoke highly in his fa- that head 
vour. He however had a competitor, it coft him between 
great pains to overcome. This was C. Caefar,.the 
brother of L. Caefar, who had been Confill the * *' ar ' 
firft year of the war with the allies, and was then 
Cenfor. He was alfo brother by the mother fide 
to Catulus, who conquered the Cimbri. Support¬ 
ed by the credit of two fuch illuftrious brothers, 
and with abundance of perfonal merit, he thought Afcon. in 
he might fet himfclf above rules, and pretend to Or. pro 
the Confulfhip, though he had only been iEdile Scaur0# 
and not Praetor. It is probable that he was fup- 
ported by * Marius, who was for excluding Sylla. 

For as Sylla and Caefar were both Patricians, they 
could not be Confuls together. 

P. Sulpicius, the young orator, of whom we 
have fpoke on the occafion of the trial of Norba- 
nus, being then Tribune, oppofed the irregular 


* Diodorus Siculus , who is 
the only author that mentions 
Marius in this affair , fays, 


that he ailed againft Cafar . 
But Sylla's competitor could not 
have Marius againfl him. 

Handing 
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Pompeius, Porcius, Confuls. 

(landing of C. Caefar, who however was his 
friend. They were both eloquent, but in a quite 
different manner. Vehemence conftituted the 
character of Sulpicius, as we have faid. * Caefar 
had plealantry, and the graces. His ftile had the 
moft delightful urbanity, and never man knew 
better how to feafon his difeourfe with fait and 

humour: but he wanted force and fpirit. He 
however (hewed both on the occafion, of which 
we are fpeaking, as well as hisadverfary. Speeches 
were made on both Tides before the people, not 
without debates and (edition. At length C. Caefar 
was obliged to give way : and Sylla was elefted 
Conful with Q_ Pompeius Rufus. 

The fuccefs of Sulpicius in this affair flufhed 
and ruined him. We (hall fee him next year turn 
again in favour of Marius againft Sylla, become 
one of the principal caufes of the pubiick calami¬ 
ties, and at length drew an unhappy death upon 
himfelf. 


* C. Julias orator fuit mi- 
nime ille quidem vcheroens: 
fed nemo anqaam urbanitate, 


nemo lepore, nemo fuavitate 
conditior. C/Y. Bruto . n. 177. 
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